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 p
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 c
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r, sh
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b
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 d
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 c
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r p
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b
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c
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 o
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p
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c
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’t d
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f d

re
a

m
s
 w

e
re

 yo
u

 try
in

g
 to

 a
vo

id
?

” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 b

re
a

th
 c
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b
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 c
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f b
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 c
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c
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b
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c
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c
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 b
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b
ra
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h
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r c
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 b
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p
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h
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 m
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 c
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 c
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u
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c
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 p
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u
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 b
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a
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 s
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p
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e

 o
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lt. 
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o
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a
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l b
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 d
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e
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 b

ra
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’s
 e

ye
s
 n

a
rro

w
e

d
. S

c
a

tte
re

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 p
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c
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 c
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d
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o
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p
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e

r b
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 b
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 p
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c
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 m
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c
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 D
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c
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y d
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 p
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 c
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p
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 b
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r s
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e
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 c
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e
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e
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 c
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u
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 b
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e
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 d

re
a

d
fu

l m
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 d
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e
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p
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 p
e

o
p

le
 fa

ile
d

 to
 re

s
p

o
n

d
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 d
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 s
e

e
m

s
 to

 k
n

o
w

. H
o

w
 

a
re

 yo
u

 s
till a

live
?

 H
o

w
 d

id
 yo

u
 m

a
n

a
g

e
 to

 s
ta

y
 s

a
n

e
?
” 

“I...d
-d

o
n

’t—
k

n
o

w
...” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

n
s
w

e
re

d
 a

fte
r w

a
itin

g
 fo

r s
e

v-

e
ra

l m
o

m
e

n
ts

. H
e

r vo
ic

e
 s

o
u

n
d

e
d

 d
e

e
p

e
r a

n
d

 w
o

b
b

lie
r th

a
n

 s
h

e
 

re
m

e
m

b
e

re
d

. H
e

r vo
c
a

l c
h

o
rd

s
 fe

lt a
tro

p
h

ie
d

. It w
a

s
 d

iffic
u

lt to
 

p
a

c
e

 w
o

rd
s
; th

e
 c

o
n

s
o

n
a

n
ts

 s
lu

rre
d

 to
g

e
th

e
r a

n
d

 th
e

n
 p

a
u

s
e

d
 a

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 it re

q
u

ire
d

 e
ffo

rt to
 p

u
s
h

 th
e

m
 o

u
t. “I d

id
—

m
e

n
ta

l a
rith

-

m
a

n
c
y... I...re

c
ite

d
 p

o
tio

n
s
. I d

id
 m

y b
e

s
t... to

 k
e

e
p

 fro
m

—
s
lip

p
in

g
.” 

“R
e

m
a

rk
a

b
le

,” th
e

 h
e

a
le

r m
u

rm
u

re
d

, s
c
rib

b
lin

g
 n

o
te

s
 in

to
 a

 

file
. “B

u
t h

o
w

 d
id

 yo
u

 s
u

rvive
?

 T
h

e
re

’s
 n

o
 re

c
o

rd
 o

f a
n

yo
n

e
 fe

e
d

in
g

 

yo
u

, a
n

d
 ye

t yo
u

’ve
 b

e
e

n
 p

e
rfe

c
tly m

a
in

ta
in

e
d

 n
u

tritio
n

a
lly

.” 

“I—
d

o
n

’t...k
n

o
w

. F
o

o
d

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 n

e
ve

r a
 s

e
t tim

e
. I 

th
o

u
g

h
t—

it w
a

s
 in

te
n

tio
n

a
l.” 

“W
h

a
t w

a
s
 in

te
n

tio
n

a
l?

” 

“T
h

e
 irre

g
u

la
rity…

I th
o

u
g

h
t it“—

h
e

r th
ro

a
t fe

lt e
x
h

a
u

s
te

d
 a

s
 

s
h

e
 

k
e

p
t 

s
p

e
a

k
in

g
—

“w
a

s
 

p
a

rt 
o

f 
th

e
...s

e
n

s
o

ry 
d

e
p

riva
tio

n
. 

T
o

 

k
e

e
p

—
m

e
... fro

m
 k

n
o

w
in

g
…

h
o

w
 m

u
c
h

 tim
e

—
h

a
d

 p
a

s
s
e

d
.” 

H
e

r vo
ic

e
 g

o
t th

in
n

e
r a

n
d

 th
in

n
e

r w
ith

 e
ve

ry w
o

rd
. 

10  M
anacled 

 “N
o

. I re
m

e
m

b
e

r—
h

e
 w

a
s
 re

in
s
ta

te
d

 a
s
 h

e
a

d
m

a
s
te

r a
fte

r it 

w
a

s
 c

o
n

firm
e

d
 th

a
t V

o
ld

-V
o

ld
—

Y
o

u
-K

n
o

w
-W

h
o

 h
a

d
 re

tu
rn

e
d

.” 

“In
te

re
s
tin

g
.” T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 m

o
re

 s
c
rib

b
lin

g
. “W

h
a

t is
 it th

a
t yo

u
 

re
m

e
m

b
e

r o
f th

e
 w

a
r?

” 

“I w
a

s
 a

 h
e

a
le

r. I w
a

s
 in

 th
e

 h
o

s
p

ita
l w

a
rd

. S
o

 m
a

n
y p

e
o

p
le

 I 

c
o

u
ld

n
’t s

a
ve

—
I re

m
e

m
b

e
r 

lo
s
in

g
. S

o
m

e
th

in
g

—
s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 d

id
n

’t 

w
o

rk
. H

a
rry d

ie
d

. T
h

e
y
—

th
e

y h
u

n
g

 h
im

 u
p

 o
ff th

e
 A

s
tro

n
o

m
y T

o
w

e
r, 

a
n

d
 w

e
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 h

im
 ro

t. T
h

e
y
—

th
e

y h
u

n
g

 R
o

n
 a

n
d

 h
is

 fa
m

ily n
e

xt 

to
 h

im
. A

n
d

 T
o

n
k

s
 a

n
d

 L
u

p
in

. T
h

e
y
 to

rtu
re

d
 th

e
m

 u
n

til th
e

y d
ie

d
. 

T
h

e
n

 th
e

y p
u

t m
e

 in
 th

a
t c

e
ll a

n
d

 le
ft m

e
 th

e
re

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 s

h
a

k
in

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
p

o
k

e
. T

h
e

 h
o

s
p

ita
l b

e
d

 s
h

o
o

k
 

a
n

d
 m

a
d

e
 a

n
 a

n
g

ry
 c

re
a

k
in

g
 n

o
is

e
. 

T
h

e
 h

e
a

le
r d

id
n

't a
p

p
e

a
r to

 n
o

tic
e

 a
n

d
 s

c
rib

b
le

d
 m

o
re

 n
o

te
s
. 

“T
h

is
 is

 ve
ry u

n
u

s
u

a
l a

n
d

 in
te

re
stin

g
. I’ve

 n
e

ve
r h

e
a

rd
 o

f a
 

fu
g

u
e

 s
ta

te
 lik

e
 th

is
 b

e
fo

re
. I’m

 a
n

xio
u

s
 to

 h
e

a
r w

h
a

t a
 s

p
e

c
ia

lis
t 

th
in

k
s
.” 

“G
la

d
 to

 b
e

 s
o

 in
te

re
s
tin

g
,” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

, h
e

r lip
 c

u
rlin

g
 a

s
 

s
h

e
 o

p
e

n
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 to

 g
la

re
 a

t th
e

 h
e

a
le

r. 

“N
o

w
 n

o
w

, d
e

a
r. I’m

 n
o

t e
n

tire
ly c

a
llo

u
s
. L

o
o

k
 a

t it fro
m

 a
 m

e
d

-

ic
a

l p
e

rs
p

e
c
tive

. If th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

n
yth

in
g

 in
 yo

u
r p

a
s
t th

a
t w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 

lo
g

ic
a

l fo
r y

o
u

r m
in

d
 to

 p
ro

te
c
t its

e
lf fro

m
, it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 th

e
 a

fte
r-

m
a

th
 o

f th
e

 w
a

r—
w

h
ic

h
 yo

u
 a

re
 c

le
a

rly
 tra

u
m

a
tis

e
d

 b
y. In

s
te

a
d

, 

w
h

a
t d

id
 y

o
u

 s
u

b
c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
ly d

e
c
id

e
 to

 p
ro

te
c
t?

 T
h

e
 id

e
n

titie
s
 o

f 

yo
u

r 
p

a
re

n
ts

, 
a

n
d

 
th

e
 
O

rd
e

r’s 
w

a
r 

s
tra

te
g

y. 
Y

o
u

r 
m

a
g

ic
 
d

id
n

’t 

c
h

o
o

s
e

 to
 p

ro
te

c
t yo

u
r p

s
yc

h
e

, it c
h

o
s
e

 to
 p

ro
te

c
t e

ve
ryo

n
e

 e
ls

e
. 

T
h

a
t is

 v
e

ry in
te

re
s
tin

g
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 it w

a
s
, b

u
t it ju

s
t a

ll fe
lt lik

e
 to

o
 m

u
c
h

. 

Ju
s
t b

e
in

g
 a

b
le

 to
 s

e
e

 a
g

a
in

 w
a

s
 o

ve
rw

h
e

lm
in

g
. B

e
in

g
 a

b
le

 to
 

s
p

e
a

k
. B

e
in

g
 o

u
t o

f h
e

r c
e

ll. E
ve

ry
th

in
g

 fe
lt lik

e
 it w

a
s
 to

o
 m

u
c
h

. 

T
o

o
 ra

w
. T

o
o

 b
rig

h
t. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t s
a

y
 a

n
yth

in
g

 e
ls

e
. A

fte
r a

 fe
w

 m
in

u
te

s o
f s

c
rib

b
lin

g
, 

th
e

 h
e

a
le

r lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
 a

g
a

in
. 

“U
n

le
ss

 th
e

 s
p

e
c
ia

lis
t h

a
s
 a

n
 o

b
je

c
tio

n
, yo

u
’ll s

ta
y in

 th
e

 in
fir-

m
a

ry
 fo

r a
 w

e
e

k
 fo

r re
c
o

ve
ry

 b
e

fo
re

 w
e

 p
ro

c
e

s
s
 yo

u
. T

h
a

t w
ill g

ive
 

yo
u

 tim
e

 to
 a

c
c
lim

a
te

 to
 lig

h
t a

n
d

 s
o

u
n

d
 a

g
a

in
 a

n
d

 u
n

d
e

rg
o

 th
e

 

th
e

ra
p

y y
o

u
’ll n

e
e

d
 fo

r yo
u

r to
rtu

re
 re

c
o

ve
ry

 a
n

d
 th

a
t c

o
n

c
u

s
s
io

n
 

yo
u

 g
o

t d
u

rin
g

 yo
u

r c
h

e
c
k

 u
p

.” 

T
h

e
 h

e
a

le
r s

ta
rte

d
 to

 w
a

lk
 a

w
a

y b
u

t th
e

n
 p

a
u

s
e

d
. 

“I h
o

p
e

 m
y s

a
yin

g
 th

is
 is

 u
n

n
e

c
e

ss
a

ry
, b

u
t I s

u
p

p
o

s
e

 g
ive

n
 yo

u
r 

h
o

u
s
e

 a
n

d
 h

is
to

ry I s
h

o
u

ld
 s

a
y it n

o
n

e
th

e
le

s
s
. Y

o
u

 a
re

 a
t a

 c
ro

s
s
-

ro
a

d
s
 c

u
rre

n
tly, M

is
s
 G

ra
n

g
e

r. W
h

a
t w

ill h
a

p
p

e
n

 to
 yo

u
 n

e
xt is

 in
-

e
vita

b
le

, b
u

t y
o

u
 h

a
ve

 a
 c

h
o

ic
e

 in
 h

o
w

 u
n

p
le

a
s
a

n
t yo

u
 fo

rc
e

 it to
 

b
e

.” 
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 W

ith
 th

a
t p

a
rtin

g
—

a
d

vic
e

?
 A

 th
re

a
t?

 A
 w

a
rn

in
g

?
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 

w
a

s
n

’t e
n

tire
ly s

u
re

. T
h

e
 h

e
a

le
r d

is
a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 b
e

h
in

d
 th

e
 d

ivid
in

g
 

c
u

rta
in

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 a
t h

e
r s

u
rro

u
n

d
in

g
s
 c

a
re

fu
lly. S

h
e

 

w
a

s
 s

till in
 H

o
g

w
a

rts
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 c

h
a

n
g

e
d

 o
u

t o
f h

e
r p

ris
o

n
 

c
lo

th
e

s
 in

to
 a

 s
e

t o
f h

o
s
p

ita
l p

a
ja

m
a

s
. P

u
llin

g
 u

p
 th

e
 s

le
e

ve
s
, s

h
e

 

n
o

te
d

 w
ith

 d
is

a
p

p
o

in
tm

e
n

t th
a

t n
o

 o
n

e
 h

a
d

 m
a

d
e

 th
e

 m
is

ta
k

e
 o

f 

ta
k

in
g

 o
ff th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 lo

c
k

e
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 e

a
c
h

 w
ris

t. 

S
h

e
 h

e
ld

 a
 w

ris
t u

p
 in

 fro
n

t o
f h

e
r fa

c
e

 to
 in

s
p

e
c
t th

e
m

. T
h

e
y 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 s

n
a

p
p

e
d

 o
n

to
 h

e
r im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly b

e
fo

re
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 im

-

p
ris

o
n

e
d

 in
 h

e
r c

e
ll, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
e

ve
r g

o
tte

n
 a

 c
h

a
n

c
e

 to
 re

a
lly 

s
e

e
 w

h
a

t th
e

y lo
o

k
e

d
 lik

e
. 

In
 th

e
 lig

h
t, th

e
y s

im
p

ly a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 to

 b
e

 a
 p

a
ir o

f b
ra

c
e

le
ts

 

a
ro

u
n

d
 e

a
c
h

 w
ris

t. T
h

e
y s

h
o

n
e

 lik
e

 a
 n

e
w

 p
e

n
n

y. T
h

e
y w

e
re

 c
o

p
p

e
r-

p
la

te
d

, a
s
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 g

u
e

s
s
e

d
. 

In
 th

e
 d

a
rk

n
e

s
s
 o

f h
e

r c
e

ll, s
h

e
 h

a
d

 s
p

e
n

t a
n

 u
n

to
ld

 a
m

o
u

n
t 

o
f tim

e
 tryin

g
 to

 a
s
c
e

rta
in

 e
xa

c
tly w

h
a

t th
e

y w
e

re
. T

h
e

 s
im

p
le

 a
n

-

s
w

e
r w

a
s
 th

a
t th

e
y s

u
p

p
re

s
s
e

d
 h

e
r m

a
g

ic
. H

o
w

 e
xa

c
tly th

e
y d

id
 s

o
, 

a
n

d
 h

o
w

 s
h

e
 m

ig
h

t g
e

t a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
m

 w
h

ile
 b

lin
d

 a
n

d
 m

u
te

 h
a

d
 

ta
k

e
n

 m
u

c
h

 th
o

u
g

h
t. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 fin

a
lly a

d
m

itte
d

 to
 h

e
rs

e
lf th

a
t it w

a
s
 im

p
o

s
s
ib

le
 to

 

g
e

t a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
m

, s
h

e
 b

e
g

a
n

 to
 fig

u
re

 o
u

t h
o

w
 th

e
y w

o
rk

e
d

. 

S
h

e
 b

o
th

 h
a

te
d

 a
n

d
 a

d
m

ire
d

 w
h

o
e

ve
r h

a
d

 d
e

ve
lo

p
e

d
 th

e
m

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 p

o
s
itive

 b
y th

e
 w

a
y
 th

e
 c

o
p

p
e

r c
o

n
d

u
c
te

d
 h

e
r m

a
g

ic
 th

a
t 

th
e

y h
a

d
 a

 d
ra

g
o

n
 h

e
a

rts
trin

g
 c

o
re

 in
 e

a
c
h

 o
f th

e
m

, p
o

s
s
ib

ly
 e

ve
n

 

ta
k

e
n

 fro
m

 h
e

r o
w

n
 w

a
n

d
. 

T
h

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 fe

lt s
p

e
c
ific

a
lly a

ttu
n

e
d

 to
 h

e
r. 

In
 h

e
r c

e
ll d

u
rin

g
 a

ll h
e

r a
tte

m
p

ts
 to

 w
ie

ld
 w

a
n

d
le

s
s
 m

a
g

ic
, 

th
e

 m
a

g
ic

 s
lip

p
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 h

e
r a

rm
s
 to

w
a

rd
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 to

 b
e

 c
a

s
t a

n
d

 

th
e

n
 ju

s
t—

d
is

s
o

lve
d

 w
h

e
n

 it re
a

c
h

e
d

 th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
. C

o
n

firm
in

g
 fo

r 

h
e

rs
e

lf n
o

w
 th

a
t th

e
y w

e
re

 c
o

p
p

e
r-p

la
te

d
, s

h
e

 u
n

d
e

rs
to

o
d

 im
m

e
d

i-

a
te

ly h
o

w
 it w

o
rk

e
d

. 

C
o

p
p

e
r s

u
c
k

e
d

 th
e

 m
a

g
ic

 in
to

 its
e

lf. S
h

e
 re

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 B

in
n

s
 

le
c
tu

rin
g

 in
 H

is
to

ry o
f M

a
g

ic
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 a

tte
m

p
ts

 to
 u

s
e

 m
a

te
ria

ls
 

o
th

e
r th

a
n

 w
o

o
d

 fo
r w

a
n

d
s
. C

o
p

p
e

r h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 o

b
vio

u
s
 

c
h

o
ic

e
s d

u
e

 to
 its

 n
a

tu
ra

l m
a

g
ic

 c
o

n
d

u
c
tivity. U

n
fo

rtu
n

a
te

ly
, it w

a
s
 

to
o

 c
o

n
d

u
c
tive

. It s
u

c
k

e
d

 u
p

 a
n

y
 flic

k
e

r o
f m

a
g

ic
 th

a
t it d

e
te

c
te

d
, 

w
h

e
th

e
r it w

a
s
 m

e
a

n
t to

 o
r n

o
t. S

p
e

lls
 e

xp
lo

d
e

d
 o

u
t o

f c
o

p
p

e
r 

w
a

n
d

s
 b

e
fo

re
 a

 w
iza

rd
 c

o
u

ld
 fin

is
h

 c
a

s
tin

g
. T

h
e

y c
o

u
ld

 b
a

re
ly

 to
u

c
h

 

th
e

 w
a

n
d

s
 w

ith
o

u
t h

a
vin

g
 th

e
m

 g
o

 o
ff. T

w
o

 b
lo

w
n

 u
p

 w
a

n
d

 la
b

s
 

a
n

d
 th

e
 lo

s
s
 o

f fo
u

r to
e

s
 c

o
n

vin
c
e

d
 w

a
n

d
 m

a
k

e
rs

 to
 try s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 

o
th

e
r th

a
n

 c
o

p
p

e
r. 

6  M
anacled 

 T
h

e
 la

s
t th

in
g

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
m

e
m

b
e

re
d

 w
a

s
 th

a
t s

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t h

e
 

m
ig

h
t b

e
 M

a
rc

u
s
 F

lin
t. 

R
e

g
a

in
in

g
 c

o
n

s
c
io

u
s
n

e
s
s
 fe

lt lik
e

 d
ro

w
n

in
g

 in
 o

a
tm

e
a

l. H
e

r-

m
io

n
e

 w
a

s
n

’t s
u

re
 w

h
y it w

a
s
 th

e
 firs

t c
o

m
p

a
ris

o
n

 th
a

t c
a

m
e

 to
 

m
in

d
. S

h
e

 fo
u

g
h

t to
 d

ra
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 th

e
 s

u
rfa

c
e

, m
o

vin
g

 to
w

a
rd

 

m
u

ffle
d

 vo
ic

e
s
, try

in
g

 to
 m

a
k

e
 s

e
n

s
e

 o
f th

e
m

. 

“S
ixte

e
n

 m
o

n
th

s
 in

 s
o

lita
ry c

o
n

fin
e

m
e

n
t w

ith
 lig

h
t a

n
d

 s
o

u
n

d
 

d
e

p
riva

tio
n

! B
y a

ll c
o

u
n

ts
 s

h
e

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 e

n
tire

ly in
s
a

n
e

, if n
o

t d
e

a
d

. 

T
h

e
re

 a
re

n
’t e

ve
n

 a
n

y
 re

c
o

rd
s
 o

n
 h

e
r! A

s
 if y

o
u

 d
ro

p
p

e
d

 h
e

r in
to

 a
 

b
o

tto
m

le
s
s
 p

it! L
o

o
k

 a
t th

is
 file

. P
ris

o
n

e
r 1

8
7

 in
 th

e
 b

e
d

 n
e

xt d
o

o
r! 

D
o

 yo
u

 s
e

e
 h

o
w

 m
a

n
y p

a
g

e
s
 th

e
re

 a
re

?
 C

h
e

c
k

u
p

s
! B

lo
o

d
 re

p
o

rts
! 

M
e

n
ta

l h
e

a
lth

 s
e

s
s
io

n
s
! P

re
s
c
rib

e
d

 p
o

tio
n

s
! I e

ve
n

 h
a

v
e

 p
ic

tu
re

s o
f 

h
e

r to
 s

e
e

 h
o

w
 s

h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 b

e
fo

re
 yo

u
 m

a
im

e
d

 h
e

r. T
h

is
 o

n
e

 h
e

re
—

n
o

th
in

g
! S

h
e

 w
a

s
 re

c
o

rd
e

d
 a

s
 b

e
in

g
 a

s
s
ig

n
e

d
 to

 th
is

 p
ris

o
n

, a
n

d
 

th
e

n
 s

h
e

 va
n

is
h

e
d

! N
o

 o
n

e
 h

a
s
 s

e
e

n
 h

e
r! T

h
e

re
 is

n
’t e

ve
n

 a
n

y re
c
-

o
rd

 o
f h

e
r e

a
tin

g
 a

n
yth

in
g

! F
o

r s
ixte

e
n

 m
o

n
th

s
! E

xp
la

in
 h

o
w

 th
is

 

h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

!” 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
e

a
rd

, “A
h

e
m

-h
e

m
.” 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

’s
 s

im
p

e
rin

g
 vo

ic
e

 b
e

g
a

n
 w

h
e

e
d

lin
g

, “T
h

e
re

 a
re

 s
o

 

m
a

n
y
 p

ris
o

n
e

rs
 h

e
re

. It c
a

n
 h

a
rd

ly b
e

 s
u

rp
ris

in
g

 if o
n

e
 o

r tw
o

 m
a

n
-

a
g

e
 to

 fa
ll th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 c
ra

c
k

s
 a

s
 M

is
s
 G

ra
n

g
e

r d
id

.” 

“M
is

s
—

G
ra

n
g

e
r—

,“ th
e

 o
th

e
r vo

ic
e

 w
a

s
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly h

o
rrifie

d
 a

n
d

 

s
tu

tte
rin

g
. “A

s
 in

 T
H

E
 G

ra
n

g
e

r?
 Y

o
u

 k
n

e
w

 it w
a

s
 h

e
r! Y

o
u

 trie
d

 to
 

k
ill h

e
r.” 

“W
h

a
t?

 N
o

! I w
o

u
ld

 n
e

ve
r—

It is
 fo

r th
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

 to
 d

e
c
id

e
 th

e
ir 

fa
te

s
. I a

m
 m

e
re

ly a
 s

e
rva

n
t.” 

“D
id

 yo
u

 re
a

lly th
in

k
 o

u
r L

o
rd

 w
o

u
ld

 fo
rg

e
t a

b
o

u
t a

 p
ris

o
n

e
r 

lik
e

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 G
ra

n
g

e
r?

 D
o

 y
o

u
 th

in
k

 h
e

 w
ill b

e
 fo

rg
ivin

g
 if h

e
 

le
a

rn
s
 w

h
a

t yo
u

 d
id

?
” 

“I d
id

n
’t m

e
a

n
 fo

r it to
 g

o
 o

n
 s

o
 lo

n
g

! It w
a

s
 m

e
a

n
t s

im
p

ly a
s
 

a
 te

m
p

o
ra

ry s
itu

a
tio

n
. Y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t k

n
o

w
 h

e
r. Y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t k

n
o

w
 w

h
a

t 

s
h

e
’s

 c
a

p
a

b
le

 o
f. I h

a
d

 to
 b

e
 s

u
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
s
c
a

p
e

 o
r re

a
c
h

 o
u

t. 

T
h

e
 c

a
s
tle

 w
a

s
 s

till b
e

in
g

 re
-w

a
rd

e
d

. T
h

e
n

—
th

e
n

 b
y th

e
 tim

e
 a

ll th
e

 

p
re

p
a

ra
tio

n
s
 

h
a

d
 

b
e

e
n

 
m

a
d

e
—

S
h

e
—

s
h

e
 

h
a

d
 

s
lip

p
e

d
 

fro
m

 
m

y 

m
in

d
. I w

o
u

ld
 n

e
ve

r d
e

fy o
u

r L
o

rd
!” 

“T
h

e
 s

u
c
c
e

s
s
 o

f th
e

 e
n

te
rp

ris
e

 o
u

r L
o

rd
 h

a
s
 a

s
s
ig

n
e

d
 re

sts
 

u
p

o
n

 y
o

u
r h

e
a

d
 a

n
d

 m
in

e
. If I d

is
c
o

ve
r s

o
 m

u
c
h

 a
s
 a

 h
in

t th
a

t yo
u

 

h
a

ve
 d

o
n

e
 a

n
yth

in
g

 e
ls

e
 to

 u
n

d
e

rm
in

e
 h

is
 a

g
e

n
d

a
, I w

ill re
p

o
rt yo

u
 

im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly to
 h

im
. A

s
 it is

, G
ra

n
g

e
r is

 n
o

w
 e

n
tire

ly u
n

d
e

r m
y ju

-

ris
d

ic
tio

n
. Y

o
u

 a
re

 n
o

t to
 g

o
 n

e
a

r h
e

r w
ith

o
u

t m
y p

e
rm

is
s
io

n
. If a

n
-

yth
in

g
 e

ls
e

 h
a

p
p

e
n

s
 to

 h
e

r, b
y a

n
yo

n
e

 e
ls

e
, I w

ill a
s
s
u

m
e

 yo
u

 w
e

re
 

re
sp

o
n

s
ib

le
 fo

r it.” 

“B
u

t—
b

u
t s

h
e

 h
a

s
 m

a
n

y
 e

n
e

m
ie

s
.” U

m
b

rid
g

e
’s

 vo
ic

e
 w

a
ve

re
d

. 



senlinyu 5 
 B

e
fo

re
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
c
re

a
m

, th
e

 h
e

a
le

r s
e

n
t a

 re
d

 s
p

e
ll s

tre
a

k
in

g
 

in
to

 h
e

r. T
h

e
 w

rith
in

g
 s

to
p

p
e

d
, a

n
d

 it fe
lt lik

e
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 h
a

d
 d

is
-

s
o

lve
d

 in
s
id

e
 h

e
r. 

“A
 m

is
c
a

s
t s

p
e

ll,” th
e

 h
e

a
le

r e
xp

la
in

e
d

. “S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 y
o

u
 

e
a

te
n

 a
live

, b
u

t fo
rtu

n
a

te
ly fo

r yo
u

 th
e

ir c
u

rs
e

 w
a

s
 in

c
o

m
p

le
te

. I 

fixe
d

 it a
n

d
 th

e
n

 c
a

n
c
e

lle
d

 it. Y
o

u
’re

 w
e

lc
o

m
e

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 n

o
th

in
g

. S
h

e
 d

o
u

b
te

d
 a

n
y
 o

f it w
a

s
 fo

r h
e

r b
e

n
-

e
fit. “W

e
ll. Y

o
u

’re
 c

le
a

re
d

. E
lig

ib
le

 to
o

. I th
in

k
 w

e
'll g

e
t q

u
ite

 a
 b

it 

o
f u

s
e

 o
u

t o
f yo

u
. A

lth
o

u
g

h
 th

a
t c

ru
c
ia

tu
s
 w

ill p
ro

b
a

b
ly re

q
u

ire
 

s
o

m
e

 th
e

ra
p

y b
e

fo
re

 yo
u

’ll re
c
o

ve
r fro

m
 it. I’ll p

u
t in

 a
 n

o
te

.” 

W
ith

 a
 flic

k
 o

f h
is

 w
a

n
d

, th
e

 s
tra

p
s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r w
ris

ts
 a

n
d

 a
n

-

k
le

s 
re

le
a

s
e

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
s
a

t 
u

p
 
s
lo

w
ly. 

H
e

r 
m

u
s
c
le

s 
w

e
re

 
s
till 

tw
itc

h
in

g
 in

v
o

lu
n

ta
rily

. 

O
p

e
n

in
g

 th
e

 d
o

o
r, th

e
 h

e
a

le
r c

a
lle

d
 o

u
t, “S

h
e

 p
a

s
s
e

d
. Y

o
u

 c
a

n
 

p
ro

c
e

ss
 h

e
r.” 

H
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 o

ve
r to

 h
is

 d
e

sk
. 

E
ve

ryth
in

g
 w

a
s
 w

e
ird

ly lu
m

in
o

u
s
. S

h
e

 s
q

u
in

te
d

. S
o

 b
rig

h
t s

h
e

 

c
o

u
ld

 h
a

rd
ly s

e
e

 p
a

s
t th

e
 lig

h
t to

 m
a

k
e

 o
u

t th
e

 s
h

a
p

e
s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r. 

R
e

a
c
h

in
g

 u
p

 w
ith

 a
 s

h
a

k
y h

a
n

d
, s

h
e

 p
u

lle
d

 th
e

 g
a

g
 fro

m
 b

e
-

tw
e

e
n

 h
e

r te
e

th
. T

h
e

y im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly s
ta

rte
d

 c
h

a
tte

rin
g

. S
h

e
 re

a
lis

e
d

 

th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 te

rrib
ly, te

rrib
ly

 c
o

ld
. T

o
o

 c
o

ld
. 

T
h

e
 g

u
a

rd
 w

a
s
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

in
g

 h
e

r, re
a

c
h

in
g

 fo
r h

e
r a

rm
 to

 le
a

d
 

h
e

r a
w

a
y
. S

h
e

 s
lid

 o
ff th

e
 ta

b
le

 a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 s
ta

n
d

. 

S
h

e
 w

o
b

b
le

d
. 

“S
iiiiir...” 

W
a

s
 
th

a
t 

h
e

r 
vo

ic
e

?
 
S

h
e

 
d

id
n

’t 
re

m
e

m
b

e
r 

w
h

a
t 

h
e

r 
vo

ic
e

 

s
o

u
n

d
e

d
 lik

e
. 

T
h

e
 w

o
rd

s
 c

a
m

e
 o

u
t s

lu
rre

d
, a

n
d

 a
ll th

e
 lu

m
in

o
u

s
 o

b
je

c
ts

 in
 

th
e

 ro
o

m
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 s
tre

tc
h

 a
n

d
 d

is
to

rt b
e

fo
re

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 a

s
 if s

h
e

’d
 

b
e

e
n

 d
ro

p
p

e
d

 in
to

 a
 g

o
ld

fis
h

 b
o

w
l. T

h
e

 h
e

a
le

r tu
rn

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 to
w

a
rd

 

h
e

r q
u

izzic
a

lly. 

“I th
in

n
n

’ k
 m

m
m

m
m

 g
o

in
g

 ‘n
to

 s
s
h

h
h

—
“ T

h
e

 w
o

rd
s
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t 

s
e

e
m

 to
 c

o
m

e
 o

u
t th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r c
h

a
tte

rin
g

 te
e

th
. S

h
e

 trie
d

 a
g

a
in

  

“s
h

h
h

h
-s

h
h

h
h

h
-s

h
h

h
h

h
h

o
o

o
o

o
o

c
k

...” 

D
a

rk
n

e
s
s
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly s

ta
rte

d
 s

e
e

p
in

g
 in

to
 th

e
 e

d
g

e
s o

f h
e

r vi-

s
io

n
. A

ll th
e

 lu
m

in
o

u
s
 th

in
g

s
 fa

d
e

d
 u

n
til a

ll s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

 w
a

s
 th

e
 

h
e

a
le

r’s
 
c
o

n
c
e

rn
e

d
 
fa

c
e

 
s
w

im
m

in
g

 
b

e
fo

re
 
h

e
r. 

H
e

r 
e

ye
s
 
ro

lle
d

 

b
a

c
k

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 fe
ll. 

N
o

 o
n

e
 c

a
u

g
h

t h
e

r. 

H
e

r h
e

a
d

 h
it th

e
 c

o
rn

e
r o

f th
e

 ta
b

le
. H

a
rd

. 

“F
u

c
k

!” s
w

o
re

 th
e

 g
u

a
rd

. E
ve

n
 s

o
u

n
d

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 w
o

b
b

ly a
n

d
 d

is
-

to
rte

d
. 

12  M
anacled 

 T
h

e
 c

o
re

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fe

lt p
o

s
itive

, w
a

s
 iro

n
. 

T
h

e
 c

o
p

p
e

r p
a

ire
d

 w
ith

 d
ra

g
o

n
 h

e
a

rts
trin

g
 s

n
a

tc
h

e
d

 u
p

 h
e

r m
a

g
ic

 

a
n

d
 th

e
n

 d
e

p
o

s
ite

d
 it in

to
 th

e
 iro

n
 c

o
re

 w
h

e
re

 it w
a

s
 e

ffe
c
tive

ly 

n
e

u
tra

lis
e

d
. 

T
h

e
 in

g
e

n
u

ity m
a

d
e

 h
e

r s
e

e
th

e
. 

Iro
n

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 w

e
re

 c
o

m
m

o
n

 e
n

o
u

g
h

 in
 W

iza
rd

in
g

 p
ris

o
n

s
. 

T
h

e
y d

a
m

p
e

n
e

d
 m

a
g

ic
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 k
e

e
p

 p
ris

o
n

e
rs

 fro
m

 c
a

s
tin

g
 a

n
-

yth
in

g
 p

o
w

e
rfu

l. It h
a

d
 a

lw
a

y
s
 b

e
e

n
 im

p
o

s
s
ib

le
 to

 fu
lly n

e
u

tra
lis

e
 a

 

w
itc

h
 o

r w
iza

rd
’s

 m
a

g
ic

 w
ith

 iro
n

. T
h

e
y c

o
u

ld
 a

lw
a

y
s
 p

u
s
h

 a
 little

 

b
it o

f m
a

g
ic

 p
a

s
t it o

r ju
s
t le

t it b
u

ild
 u

p
 u

n
til a

 w
a

ve
 o

f a
c
c
id

e
n

ta
l 

m
a

g
ic

 e
xp

lo
d

e
d

 fro
m

 th
e

m
. T

h
e

 c
o

p
p

e
r s

o
lve

d
 th

a
t. W

ith
 its

 e
a

g
e

r 

c
o

n
d

u
c
tivity

, e
s
p

e
c
ia

lly
 a

id
e

d
 w

ith
 a

 m
a

g
ic

a
l c

o
re

 m
a

tc
h

in
g

 th
e

 

p
ris

o
n

e
r’s

 w
a

n
d

, th
e

 c
o

p
p

e
r s

u
c
k

e
d

 u
p

 a
lm

o
s
t e

ve
ry b

it o
f b

u
ild

in
g

 

m
a

g
ic

 in
s
id

e
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

It e
ffe

c
tive

ly m
a

d
e

 h
e

r a
 M

u
g

g
le

.



   

e
rm

io
n

e
…

” s
h

e
 h

e
a

rd
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 b
re

a
th

e
. 

L
o

o
k

in
g

 u
p

 s
h

a
rp

ly fro
m

 h
e

r m
a

n
a

c
le

s
, s

h
e

 s
a

w
 a

 h
e

a
d

 

p
o

k
in

g
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 

th
e

 
d

ivid
in

g
 

c
u

rta
in

. 
S

h
e

 
s
q

u
in

te
d

 
a

n
d

 

s
ta

re
d

. It w
a

s
 H

a
n

n
a

h
 A

b
b

o
tt. 

A
 lo

w
 g

a
s
p

 o
f h

o
rro

r e
sc

a
p

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 lip

s
. 

H
a

n
n

a
h

 o
n

ly h
a

d
 o

n
e

 e
y
e

. 

H
e

r rig
h

t e
ye

 w
a

s
 s

ta
rin

g
 a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

, b
u

t h
e

r le
ft e

ye
 w

a
s
 

g
o

n
e

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 b
la

c
k

, g
a

p
in

g
 h

o
le

 in
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 it h
a

d
 

b
e

e
n

 p
lu

c
k

e
d

 o
u

t. 

H
a

n
n

a
h

’s h
a

n
d

 im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly
 d

a
rte

d
 u

p
 a

n
d

 c
o

ve
re

d
 th

e
 le

ft 

s
id

e
 o

f h
e

r fa
c
e

. 

“S
o

rry. It’s
 a

lw
a

y
s
 a

w
fu

l fo
r p

e
o

p
le

 th
e

 firs
t tim

e
 th

e
y s

e
e

 it.” 

“W
h

a
t—

h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

?
” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 th

e
 w

o
rd

s
 o

u
t. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t k
n

o
w

 o
f a

n
y
 c

u
rs

e
 th

a
t re

m
o

ve
d

 e
y
e

s in
 s

u
c
h

 a
 

m
a

n
n

e
r. T

h
e

re
 w

e
re

 p
le

n
ty o

f b
lin

d
in

g
 h

e
xe

s
, b

u
t n

o
n

e
 w

ith
 s

u
c
h

 

g
ro

te
sq

u
e

 re
su

lts
. 

“U
m

b
rid

g
e

—
s
h

e
 p

o
p

p
e

d
 it o

u
t w

ith
 th

e
 tip

 o
f h

e
r w

a
n

d
 w

h
e

n
—

w
h

e
n

 I trie
d

 to
 e

s
c
a

p
e

. S
h

e
 m

a
d

e
 th

e
 h

e
a

le
rs

 k
e

e
p

 it lik
e

 th
is

. F
o

r 

e
ffe

c
t.” H

a
n

n
a

h
 tu

rn
e

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 s

lig
h

tly
 a

w
a

y
 to

 c
o

n
c
e

a
l h

e
r fa

c
e

 

fu
rth

e
r. 

“S
h

e
 g

o
t in

to
 tro

u
b

le
 fo

r it th
o

u
g

h
.” H

a
n

n
a

h
 lo

w
e

re
d

 h
e

r fa
c
e

 

s
o

 th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

a
zin

g
 a

t th
e

 flo
o

r. H
e

r vo
ic

e
 s

o
u

n
d

e
d

 a
s
 if s

h
e

 w
a

s
 

s
o

m
e

h
o

w
 d

e
a

d
. “S

h
e

 n
o

rm
a

lly c
u

ts
 o

ff fin
g

e
rs

 n
o

w
. If y

o
u

’re
 d

is
re

-

s
p

e
c
tfu

l. If yo
u

 try to
 g

e
t a

w
a

y
. If y

o
u

 lo
o

k
 a

t h
e

r w
ro

n
g

. P
a

rva
ti a

n
d

 

A
n

g
e

lin
a

, th
e

y h
a

rd
ly

 h
a

ve
 a

n
y
 fin

g
e

rs
 le

ft.” 

H
a

n
n

a
h

 lo
o

k
e

d
 h

a
rd

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

ith
 h

e
r re

m
a

in
in

g
 e

ye
. 

“L
e

t yo
u

r G
ryffin

d
o

r d
ie

, H
e

rm
io

n
e

. D
o

n
’t try

 to
 b

e
 b

ra
v
e

. D
o

n
’t 

try to
 b

e
 c

le
ve

r. Ju
s
t k

e
e

p
 y

o
u

r h
e

a
d

 d
o

w
n

. P
e

o
p

le
 h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

 tryin
g

 

H
 

4  M
anacled 

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 w

o
rld

 e
xp

lo
d

e
d

. It w
a

s
 lik

e
 b

e
in

g
 h

it w
ith

 th
e

 c
ru

-

c
ia

tu
s
 a

ll o
ve

r a
g

a
in

. F
in

a
lly

 m
o

b
ile

, h
e

r b
o

d
y re

c
o

ile
d

, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 

s
c
re

a
m

e
d

 
a

n
d

 
th

ra
s
h

e
d

. 
T
h

e
 

s
tra

p
s
 

h
o

ld
in

g
 

h
e

r 
d

o
w

n
 

b
a

re
ly 

s
to

p
p

e
d

 h
e

r fro
m

 a
rc

h
in

g
 b

a
c
k

w
a

rd
 a

s
 s

h
e

 w
rith

e
d

, a
n

d
 ro

c
k

e
d

, 

a
n

d
 w

a
ile

d
 in

 a
g

o
n

y
. It s

e
e

m
e

d
 lik

e
 a

n
 e

te
rn

ity b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 

s
to

p
 th

ra
s
h

in
g

. L
o

n
g

 a
fte

r h
e

r vo
ic

e
 h

a
d

 g
ive

n
 o

u
t. H

e
r m

u
s
c
le

s s
till 

tw
itc

h
e

d
 vio

le
n

tly
, a

n
d

 h
e

r c
h

e
s
t h

e
a

v
e

d
 w

ith
 s

o
b

s
. 

“A
lrig

h
t. Y

o
u

 c
a

n
 g

o
 n

o
w

,” th
e

 h
e

a
le

r s
a

id
 a

s
 h

e
 p

ro
d

d
e

d
 H

e
r-

m
io

n
e

 a
g

a
in

 w
ith

 h
is

 w
a

n
d

. “B
u

t te
ll U

m
b

rid
g

e
 if a

n
o

th
e

r o
n

e
 a

r-

rive
s
 lik

e
 th

is
, I w

ill re
p

o
rt h

e
r fo

r s
a

b
o

ta
g

e
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
ra

c
k

e
d

 a
n

 e
ye

 o
p

e
n

 a
n

d
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 th

e
 g

u
a

rd
s
 le

a
v
e

. 

H
e

r vis
io

n
 b

lu
rre

d
. E

ve
ryth

in
g

 w
a

s
 s

o
 a

g
o

n
is

in
g

ly b
rig

h
t, b

u
t s

h
e

 

c
o

u
ld

 m
a

k
e

 o
u

t va
g

u
e

 s
h

a
p

e
s
 a

n
d

 th
e

 lig
h

t h
u

rt le
s
s
. O

r ra
th

e
r, 

o
th

e
r th

in
g

s
 h

u
rt m

o
re

 th
a

n
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 d

id
. 

T
h

e
 h

e
a

le
r re

tu
rn

e
d

 to
 h

e
r. H

e
 w

a
s
 a

 la
rg

e
 m

a
n

. S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t 

re
c
o

g
n

is
e

 h
im

. S
h

e
 s

q
u

in
te

d
, tryin

g
 to

 s
e

e
 h

im
 c

le
a

rly. 

“O
h

 g
o

o
d

, yo
u

’re
 tra

c
k

in
g

 m
o

ve
m

e
n

t.” H
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 h
e

r w
ris

t to
 

g
e

t th
e

 p
ris

o
n

 n
u

m
b

e
r fro

m
 th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

. “N
u

m
b

e
r 2

7
3

...” 

H
e

 p
u

lle
d

 a
 n

a
rro

w
 file

 o
ff a

 s
h

e
lf a

n
d

 fu
rro

w
e

d
 h

is
 b

ro
w

 a
s
 h

e
 

s
k

im
m

e
d

 it. 

“M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
, o

b
vio

u
s
ly. H

o
g

w
a

rts
 s

tu
d

e
n

t. O
h

, ve
ry g

o
o

d
 m

a
rk

s
. 

H
m

m
m

. U
n

k
n

o
w

n
 c

u
rs

e
 to

 th
e

 a
b

d
o

m
e

n
 in

 fifth
 ye

a
r. N

o
t a

 ve
ry 

g
o

o
d

 s
ig

n
. W

e
ll, w

e
’ll s

e
e

 w
h

a
t w

e
 h

a
ve

 to
 w

o
rk

 w
ith

.” 

H
e

 
p

e
rfo

rm
e

d
 

a
 

c
o

m
p

le
x 

d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 
s
p

e
ll 

o
ve

r 
h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 

w
a

tc
h

e
d

 h
e

r m
a

g
ic

a
l s

ig
n

a
tu

re
 flo

a
t o

ve
rh

e
a

d
 a

n
d

 va
rio

u
s
 o

rb
s
 o

f 

c
o

lo
r a

rra
n

g
e

 th
e

m
s
e

lve
s
 a

lo
n

g
 h

e
r b

o
d

y. 

T
h

e
 h

e
a

le
r p

ro
d

d
e

d
 th

e
m

 a
n

d
 s

c
rib

b
le

d
 n

o
te

s
. H

e
 w

a
s
 p

a
rtic

-

u
la

rly in
te

re
s
te

d
 in

 h
e

r a
b

d
o

m
e

n
, e

s
p

e
c
ia

lly a
n

 o
rb

 tin
g

e
d

 w
ith

 p
u

r-

p
le

. “W
h

a
t—

,“ s
h

e
 ra

s
p

e
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 g

a
g

 s
till b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

e
r te

e
th

, 

“—
w

h
a

t a
re

 yo
u

 lo
o

k
in

g
 a

t?
” 

“H
m

m
?

 O
h

, a
 va

rie
ty o

f th
in

g
s
; yo

u
r p

h
y
s
ic

a
l h

e
a

lth
, m

o
s
tly. 

Y
o

u
're

 in
 re

m
a

rk
a

b
ly g

o
o

d
 c

o
n

d
itio

n
. W

h
e

re
 h

a
ve

 th
e

y b
e

e
n

 k
e

e
p

-

in
g

 yo
u

?
 A

lth
o

u
g

h
 n

o
n

e
 o

f th
a

t m
a

tte
rs

 if I c
a

n
’t fig

u
re

 o
u

t th
is

 o
ld

 

c
u

rs
e

 yo
u

’re
 still c

a
rryin

g
.” 

H
e

 w
o

rk
e

d
 in

 s
ile

n
c
e

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

o
re

 m
in

u
te

s
 b

e
fo

re
 c

h
u

c
k

-

lin
g

. W
ith

 a
 c

o
m

p
lic

a
te

d
 flip

 o
f h

is
 w

a
n

d
 a

n
d

 a
n

 in
c
a

n
ta

tio
n

 H
e

rm
i-

o
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t m
a

k
e

 o
u

t, s
h

e
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 a

 d
a

rk
 s

tre
a

m
 o

f p
u

rp
le

 fla
m

e
 

s
h

o
o

t in
to

 h
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

. H
e

r in
s
id

e
s s

u
d

d
e

n
ly s

ta
rte

d
 b

u
b

b
lin

g
, a

n
d

 

s
h

e
 fe

lt s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 w

rith
in

g
 a

live
 a

m
o

n
g

 h
e

r o
rg

a
n

s
. S

o
m

e
th

in
g

 

c
ra

w
lin

g
 in

s
id

e
 h

e
r. 



senlinyu 3 
 T
h

e
 c

u
rs

e
 rip

p
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 im

m
o

b
ilis

e
d

 b
o

d
y. U

m
-

b
rid

g
e

 w
a

s
n

’t th
e

 s
tro

n
g

e
s
t c

a
s
te

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 c

u
rs

e
d

 b
y, 

b
u

t s
h

e
 m

e
a

n
t it. T

h
e

 p
a

in
 to

re
 th

ro
u

g
h

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lik
e

 fire
. U

n
a

b
le

 

to
 m

o
ve

, s
h

e
 fe

lt lik
e

 h
e

r in
s
id

e
s
 w

e
re

 tw
is

tin
g

 in
to

 k
n

o
ts

, tryin
g

 to
 

e
s
c
a

p
e

 th
e

 p
a

in
.  H

e
r h

e
a

d
 th

ro
b

b
e

d
 a

s
 th

e
 p

a
in

 b
u

ilt a
n

d
 b

u
ilt 

w
ith

o
u

t a
n

y re
le

a
s
e

. 

A
fte

r a
n

 e
te

rn
ity, th

e
 p

a
in

 s
to

p
p

e
d

, a
n

d
 ye

t d
id

n
’t. T

h
e

 c
u

rs
e

 

w
a

s
 e

n
d

e
d

, b
u

t th
e

 a
g

o
n

y re
m

a
in

e
d

 c
o

ile
d

 in
s
id

e
, a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

r 

n
e

rve
s w

e
re

 fla
ye

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l h
e

r b
ra

in
 s

c
ra

b
b

lin
g

 to
 e

s
c
a

p
e

; to
 b

re
a

k
 

fre
e

 
o

f 
th

e
 
s
u

s
p

e
n

d
e

d
 
a

g
o

n
y
. 

Ju
s
t 

b
re

a
k

. 
Ju

s
t 

b
re

a
k

. 
B

u
t 

s
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

n
’t. 

“T
a

k
e

 h
e

r u
p

 fo
r a

p
p

ra
is

a
l. L

e
t m

e
 k

n
o

w
 p

ro
m

p
tly w

h
a

t th
e

 

h
e

a
le

r s
a

ys
.” 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 le

vita
te

d
, b

u
t th

e
 w

o
rld

 re
m

a
in

e
d

 a
 b

lu
r o

f s
o

u
n

d
 a

n
d

 

a
g

o
n

y
. S

o
 m

u
c
h

 s
o

u
n

d
. It fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

 vib
ra

tio
n

s
 w

e
re

 g
ra

tin
g

 

a
c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r s

k
in

. S
h

e
 m

u
s
t h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 k
e

p
t in

s
id

e
 a

 b
a

rrie
r w

a
rd

 

b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 s
u

d
d

e
n

ly th
e

 a
ir e

xp
lo

d
e

d
 w

ith
 n

o
is

e
 a

n
d

 lig
h

t. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 h
o

ld
 o

n
 b

y
 fo

c
u

s
in

g
 o

n
ly o

n
 th

e
 ta

p
 o

f fo
o

ts
te

p
s
. 

S
tra

ig
h

t fo
r te

n
 p

a
c
e

s
. A

 rig
h

t. T
h

irty
 p

a
c
e

s
. A

 le
ft. F

ifte
e

n
 p

a
c
e

s
. 

S
to

p
. O

n
e

 o
f th

e
 g

u
a

rd
s
 le

vita
tin

g
 h

e
r ra

p
p

e
d

 o
n

 a
 d

o
o

r. 

“C
o

m
e

 in
,” s

a
id

 a
 m

u
ffle

d
 vo

ic
e

. 

T
h

e
 d

o
o

r g
ra

te
d

 o
p

e
n

. 

“P
u

t h
e

r o
ve

r th
e

re
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

e
r b

o
d

y d
ro

p
 o

n
to

 a
n

 e
xa

m
in

a
tio

n
 ta

b
le

. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt a
 w

a
n

d
 p

ro
d

 h
e

r. 

“R
e

c
e

n
t s

p
e

ll w
o

rk
?
” 

“Im
m

o
b

ilis
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 th

e
 c

ru
c
ia

tu
s
,” a

n
s
w

e
re

d
 a

 n
e

w
 vo

ic
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t s

h
e

 re
c
o

g
n

is
e

d
 it, b

u
t h

e
r m

in
d

 w
a

s
 to

o
 a

w
h

irl 

w
ith

 a
g

o
n

y to
 p

la
c
e

 it. 

“W
h

ile
 

im
m

o
b

ilis
e

d
?

” 
T
h

e
 

h
e

a
le

r 
s
o

u
n

d
e

d
 

p
e

e
ve

d
. 

“H
o

w
 

lo
n

g
?
” 

“A
 m

in
u

te
. M

a
yb

e
 m

o
re

.” 

A
 h

is
s
 o

f irrita
tio

n
. “W

e
 h

a
rd

ly h
a

ve
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 a

s
 it is

. Is
 U

m
-

b
rid

g
e

 tryin
g

 to
 ru

in
 th

e
m

?
 S

tra
p

 h
e

r d
o

w
n

. S
h

e
’ll in

ju
re

 h
e

rs
e

lf 

o
th

e
rw

is
e

 w
h

e
n

 I ta
k

e
 th

e
 s

p
e

lls
 o

ff." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt le

a
th

e
r s

tra
p

s
 b

in
d

 h
e

r w
ris

ts
 a

n
d

 a
n

k
le

s
, a

n
d

 

s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 w

a
s
 fo

rc
e

d
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

e
r te

e
th

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 w
a

n
d

 ta
p

 

o
n

 h
e

r te
m

p
le

. 

“Y
o

o
-h

o
o

. L
ittle

 w
itc

h
, if yo

u
r m

in
d

 is
n

’t a
lre

a
d

y
 m

u
s
h

. T
h

is
 is

 

g
o

in
g

 to
 h

u
rt—

a
 lo

t. B
u

t,” h
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 c

h
e

e
rily, “y

o
u

 w
ill fe

e
l b

e
tte

r 

a
fte

rw
a

rd
s
. F

in
ite

 In
c
a

n
ta

te
m

! ” 
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to

 g
e

t o
u

t fo
r m

o
n

th
s
. A

n
yo

n
e

 w
h

o
 g

e
ts

 c
a

u
g

h
t g

e
ts
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a

im
e

d
. A

n
y
-

o
n

e
—

w
h

o
 g

e
ts

 o
u

t—
it to

o
k

 to
o

 m
a

n
y
 trie

s
 b

e
fo

re
 w

e
 re

a
lis

e
d

—
th

e
 

m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 w

e
’ve

 a
ll g

o
t—

,” H
a

n
n

a
h

 ra
is

e
d

 h
e

r o
w

n
 c

o
p

p
e

r e
n

c
a

s
e

d
 

w
ris

t, “th
e

y’ve
 g

o
t a

 tra
c
e

 in
 th

e
m

. If y
o

u
 g

e
t p

a
s
t th

e
 w

a
rd

s
, th

e
y 

s
e

n
d

 th
e

 H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
 a

n
d

 h
a

n
g

 th
e

 c
o

rp
s
e

 in
 th

e
 G

re
a

t H
a

ll s
o

 th
a

t 

w
e

 a
ll h

a
v
e

 to
 w

a
tc

h
 it d

e
c
a

y
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
’d

 b
e

e
n

 s
tru

c
k

 vio
le

n
tly in

 th
e

 

c
h

e
s
t. H

e
r fin

g
e

rs
 s

p
a

s
m

e
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 fa

b
ric

 o
f th

e
 b

la
n

k
e

t c
o

ve
r-

in
g

 h
e

r. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 b

a
re

ly
 b

re
a

th
e

. “W
h

o
?

” 

“G
in

n
y
. 

S
h

e
 
w

a
s
 
th

e
 
firs

t 
b

o
d

y
 
th

e
y 

b
ro

u
g

h
t 

b
a

c
k

. 
W

e
 
a

ll 

th
o

u
g

h
t m

a
yb

e
 yo

u
 h

a
d

 a
c
tu

a
lly

 g
o

tte
n

 o
u

t. B
e

c
a

u
s
e

 yo
u

 d
is

a
p

-

p
e

a
re

d
. W

e
 d

id
n

’t re
a

lis
e

 th
e

y’d
 ju

s
t p

u
t yo

u
 s

o
m

e
w

h
e

re
 e

ls
e

...” 

H
a

n
n

a
h

’s vo
ic

e
 tra

ile
d

 o
ff, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

. “Y
o

u
 

d
o

n
’t e

ve
n

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

y th
e

y b
ro

u
g

h
t yo

u
 o

u
t, d

o
 yo

u
?
” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

o
o

k
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
. 

“T
h

e
 g

u
a

rd
s
 ta

lk
 a

 lo
t. A

fte
r th

e
 w

a
r, w

e
 a

ll e
xp

e
c
te

d
 th

e
 D

a
rk

 

L
o

rd
 w

o
u

ld
 s

ta
rt e

n
sla

vin
g

 th
e

 M
u

g
g

le
s
. B

u
t—

it tu
rn

s
 o

u
t h

is
 ra

n
k

s
 

w
e

re
 m

o
re

 e
xh

a
u

s
te

d
 th

a
n

 w
e

 re
a

lis
e

d
. A

p
p

a
re

n
tly b

e
in

g
 im

m
o

rta
l 

m
a

k
e

s
 h

im
 p

a
tie

n
t. H

e
 d

e
c
id

e
d

 th
a

t re
p

o
p

u
la

tin
g

 th
e

 ra
n

k
s
 o

f 

p
u

re
-b

lo
o

d
 w

iza
rd

s
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 firs
t o

n
 h

is
 a

g
e

n
d

a
. H

e
 p

e
rs

o
n

a
lly 

p
a

ire
d

 o
ff a

ll th
e

 p
u

re
-b

lo
o

d
s
. M

a
d

e
 th

e
m

 a
ll g

e
t m

a
rrie

d
 w

ith
 o

r-

d
e

rs
 to

 s
ta

rt re
p

ro
d

u
c
in

g
.” 

H
a

n
n

a
h

’s
 fa

c
e

 w
a

s
 tw

is
te

d
 w

ith
 d

is
d

a
in

 a
s
 s

h
e

 re
c
ite

d
 th

is
 in

-

fo
rm

a
tio

n
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 e

ye
b

ro
w

s
 fu

rro
w

e
d

 w
ith

 s
u

rp
ris

e
. A

 re
p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

 

e
ffo

rt?
 T

h
e

 w
a

r h
a

d
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 o

n
 w

ith
 h

ig
h

 c
a

s
u

a
ltie

s
 g

ive
n

 th
e

 s
ize

 

o
f th

e
 w

iza
rd

in
g

 p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
, b

u
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

n
’t th

o
u

g
h

t V
o

ld
e

-

m
o

rt w
o

u
ld

 n
o

tic
e

, m
u

c
h

 le
ss

 c
a

re
. A

rra
n

g
e

d
 m

a
rria

g
e

s w
e

re
n

’t 

e
xa

c
tly 

u
n

c
o

m
m

o
n

 
a

m
o

n
g

 
p

u
re

-b
lo

o
d

s
—

b
u

t 
h

a
vin

g
 
th

e
m

 
m

a
n

-

d
a

te
d

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 e
xtre

m
e

. S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 h
o

w
 h

is
 fo

llo
w

e
rs

 h
a

d
 fe

lt. 

“T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
—

b
a

re
ly

 a
n

y
 b

a
b

ie
s
. P

u
re

-b
lo

o
d

 fe
rtility ra

te
s
 h

a
v
e

 

b
e

e
n

 d
ro

p
p

in
g

 fo
r y

e
a

rs
. T

h
e

re
 w

e
re

 a
 fe

w
 p

re
g

n
a

n
c
ie

s
 th

a
t s

e
t 

e
ve

ryo
n

e
 a

b
u

zz. M
o

s
t e

n
d

e
d

 u
p

 s
q

u
ib

 a
n

d
 g

o
t te

rm
in

a
te

d
 b

e
fo

re
 

th
e

 e
n

d
. O

r m
is

c
a

rrie
d

. W
e

ll,“—
H

a
n

n
a

h
’s

 vo
ic

e
 g

re
w

 b
itte

r—
“a

p
p

a
r-

e
n

tly
 fa

c
in

g
 th

e
 e

xtin
c
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n
 o
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e

 E
u

ro
p

e
a

n
 w

iza
rd

in
g

 w
o

rld
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a
s
 

o
p

e
n

e
d
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e

 D
a
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o
rd

’s m
in

d
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o
m

e
w

h
a

t in
 re

g
a

rd
 to

 b
lo

o
d

 p
u

rity. 

M
a

g
ic

 is
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ig
h
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u
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n

o
w

. H
e

’s
 d

e
c
id

e
d

 to
 s

ta
rt a

 b
re

e
d

in
g

 p
ro

g
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m
 

w
ith

 a
ll th

e
s
e

 h
a

lf-b
lo

o
d

 a
n

d
 M

u
g

g
le

-b
o

rn
 p
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o

n
e

rs
 h

e
 h

a
p

p
e

n
s
 to

 

h
a

ve
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n
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a
n

d
. Ju

s
t u

s
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irls
, s

in
c
e

 it’s
 a
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te

 w
o
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e

 th
a

n
 d

e
a

th
 to

 

h
a

ve
 a

 M
u

g
g

le
-b

o
rn

 m
a

le
 to

u
c
h

 a
 p

u
re

-b
lo

o
d

 fe
m

a
le

. W
e

’re
 a

ll to
 

b
e

 m
a

d
e

 to
 p

ro
d

u
c
e

 b
a

b
ie

s
 u

n
til o

u
r u

te
ru

s
e

s
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 o

u
t.” 

H
a

n
n

a
h
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o

k
e

d
 a

s
 s

ic
k

 a
s
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e
rm

io
n

e
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a
s
 b

e
g

in
n

in
g

 to
 fe

e
l. 
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u
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a
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n
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a

h
, g

e
s
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h
e
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h
e
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s
in

g
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c
h

o
o
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n

d
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e
d
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a
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c
o

rd
s
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 d
e

c
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e
 

w
h
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h
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s
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. T

h
a

t h
e

a
le

r yo
u

 w
e

re
 s

p
e

a
k

in
g

 to
—

s
h

e
’s 

th
e
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e

a
d

 o
f th

e
 w

h
o

le
 th

in
g

. A
p

p
a

re
n

tly s
h

e
 s

p
e

c
ia

lize
s
 in

 m
a

g
ic

a
l 

g
e

n
e

tic
s
. W

e
’re

 h
e

r la
b

 ra
ts

. T
h

e
y’re

 c
h

e
c
k

in
g

 e
ve

ryo
n

e
’s

 fe
rtility.” 

H
a

n
n

a
h

 w
a

s
 c

ryin
g

 n
o

w
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
e

r, fe
e

lin
g

 fa
in

t 

w
ith

 s
h

o
c
k

. It c
o

u
ld

n
’t b

e
 tru

e
. It w

a
s
 a

ll ju
s
t to

o
 h

o
rrib

ly d
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p
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n

. 

S
o

m
e

 n
ig

h
tm

a
re

 sh
e

 w
a

s
 d

re
a

m
in

g
 u

p
 in

s
id

e
 h

e
r c

e
ll. 

“W
e

—
h

a
ve

 to
 g

e
t o

u
t,” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

s
 s

te
a

d
y a

 vo
ic

e
 a

s
 

s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
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a
n

a
g
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. 

H
a

n
n

a
h

 s
h

o
o

k
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
. 

“W
e

 c
a

n
’t. D

id
n

’t y
o

u
 h

e
a

r m
e

 e
a

rlie
r?

 U
n

le
s
s
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u
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a
n

 c
h

o
p

 o
ff 
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u

r h
a

n
d

s
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u
’ll n

e
ve

r b
e

 a
b

le
 to

 le
a

ve
 w

ith
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o
s
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
. T

h
e

y 

d
o

n
’t e

ve
n

 k
e

e
p

 th
e

 tra
c
e
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e

re
. A

n
g

e
lin

a
 lo

s
t h

e
r p

o
in

te
r fin

g
e

r to
 

fin
d

 th
a

t o
u

t. T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 k

e
e

p
s
 it p

e
rs

o
n

a
lly. T

h
a

t’s w
h

y w
h

e
n

-

e
ve

r a
n

yo
n

e
 g

e
ts

 a
w

a
y, it’s

 a
lw

a
y
s
 th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 w
h

o
 g

o
e

s
 a

fte
r 

th
e

m
. “ 

H
a

n
n

a
h

 lo
o

k
e

d
 q

u
ic

k
ly a

ro
u

n
d

, tiltin
g

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 to
 g

e
t a

 s
lig

h
tly 

b
e

tte
r vie

w
 o

f th
e

 flo
o

r b
e

y
o

n
d

 th
e

 p
riva

c
y
 c

u
rta

in
s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fo
llo

w
e

d
 H

a
n

n
a

h
's

 g
a

ze
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 n

o
th

in
g

 th
e

re
. 

“W
h

o
?
 W

h
o

 is
 th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

?
” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

s
k

e
d

. S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t 

re
m

e
m

b
e

r th
a
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. 

H
a

n
n
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h
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o

k
e

d
 u

p
. “I d

o
n
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n

o
w

. N
o

n
e

 o
f u

s
 h

a
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 e
ve

r s
e

e
n

 

h
im

 w
ith

o
u

t h
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 m
a

s
k

. E
ve

ryo
n

e
 ta

lk
s
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b
o

u
t h
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. H

e
’s

 th
e

 D
a

rk
 

L
o

rd
’s rig

h
t h

a
n

d
. V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt d

o
e

s
n

’t g
o

 o
u

t m
u

c
h

, s
o

 th
e

 H
ig

h
 

R
e

e
ve

 a
p

p
e

a
rs

 in
s
te

a
d

. T
h

e
y h

e
ld

 p
u

b
lic

 e
xe

c
u

tio
n

s
 a

 fe
w

 w
e

e
k

s
 

a
g

o
—

m
o

re
 th

a
n

 tw
e

n
ty

 p
e

o
p

le
. H

e
 k

ille
d

 e
ve

ry s
in

g
le

 o
n

e
 w

ith
 th

e
 

K
illin

g
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u
rs

e
. H

e
 d

id
n

’t ta
k

e
 b

re
a

k
s
. H

e
 ju

s
t w

e
n

t s
tra

ig
h

t d
o

w
n

 th
e

 

lin
e

. N
o

 o
n

e
 h

a
s
 e

ve
n

 s
e

e
n

 th
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

 c
a

s
t th

a
t m

a
n

y in
 a
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w

.” 

“T
h

a
t—

s
h

o
u

ld
n

’t 
b

e
 
p

o
s
s
ib

le
,” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
s
a

id
, 

s
h

a
k

in
g

 
h

e
r 

h
e

a
d

 d
o

u
b

tfu
lly.  

H
a

n
n

a
h

 le
a

n
e

d
 fo

rw
a

rd
 a

n
d

 lo
w

e
re

d
 h

e
r vo
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e
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n

o
w

. B
u

t 

I’ve
 
s
e

e
n

 
th

e
 
b

o
d

ie
s
 

a
fte

r 
h

e
 
c
a

tc
h

e
s
 

th
e

 
ru

n
n

e
rs

. 
H

e
 
a

lw
a

ys
 

c
a

tc
h

e
s
 th

e
m

. M
c
G

o
n

a
g

a
ll, M

o
o

d
y
, N

e
ville

, D
e

a
n

, S
e

a
m

u
s
, P

ro
fe

s
-

s
o

r S
p

ro
u

t, M
a

d
a

m
 P

o
m

fre
y, F

litw
ic

k
, O

live
r W

o
o

d
; th

o
s
e

 a
re

 th
e

 

o
n

e
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u
’d

 k
n

o
w

. T
h

e
re

 h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 m
o

re
. L

o
a

d
s
 m

o
re

. T
h

e
 O

rd
e

r 

m
e

m
b

e
rs

 w
e

re
 th

e
 o

n
e

s
 w

h
o

 trie
d

 h
a

rd
e

st to
 g

e
t a

w
a

y
. T

h
e

y a
ll 

c
a

m
e

 b
a

c
k

 c
o

rp
s
e

s
. It’s

 a
lw

a
y
s
 th

e
 K

illin
g

 C
u

rs
e

.” 

H
a

n
n

a
h
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e

s
ita

te
d
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n

d
 s

ta
re

d
 in

te
n

tly
 a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

. “D
o

n
’t d

o
 

s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 s

tu
p

id
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
. I’m

 n
o

t te
llin

g
 yo

u
 a

ll th
is

 s
o

 yo
u

’ll try 

to
 e

s
c
a

p
e

. I’m
 tryin

g
 to

 w
a

rn
 y

o
u

. It’s
 h

e
ll. Y

o
u

 n
e

e
d

 to
 b

e
 p

re
p

a
re

d
 

fo
r th

a
t b

e
c
a

u
s
e

—
if y

o
u

 a
re

n
’t—

yo
u

’re
 g

o
in

g
 to

 w
a

lk
 o

u
t th

e
re

 a
n

d
 

g
e

t m
a

im
e

d
, a

n
d

 it w
o

n
’t e

ve
n

 m
e

a
n

 a
n

y
th

in
g

.” 
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 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 le

ft in
 d

a
rk

n
e

s
s
 a

n
d

 s
ile

n
c
e

. 

H
a

d
 s

h
e

 b
e

e
n

 fo
rg

o
tte

n
?
 N

o
 o

n
e

 e
ve

r c
a

m
e

. N
o

 to
rtu

re
. N

o
 

in
te

rro
g

a
tio

n
s
. Ju

s
t d

a
rk

, s
ile

n
t s

o
litu

d
e

. 

M
e

a
ls

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
. R

a
n

d
o

m
is

e
d

 s
o

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
ve

n
 k

e
e

p
 tra

c
k

 

o
f tim

e
. 

S
h

e
 re

c
ite

d
 p

o
tio

n
 re

c
ip

e
s
 in

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

. T
ra

n
s
fig

u
ra

tio
n

 te
c
h

-

n
iq

u
e

. R
e

vie
w

e
d

 ru
n

e
s
. N

u
rs

e
ry rh

ym
e

s
. H

e
r fin

g
e

rs
 flic

k
e

d
 a

s
 s

h
e

 

m
im

ic
k

e
d

 
w

a
n

d
 
te

c
h

n
iq

u
e

s
, 

m
o

u
th

in
g

 
th

e
 
s
p

e
ll 

in
fle

c
tio

n
. 

S
h

e
 

c
o

u
n

te
d

 b
a

c
k

w
a

rd
s
 fro

m
 a

 th
o

u
s
a

n
d

 b
y
 s

u
b

tra
c
tin

g
 p

rim
e

 n
u

m
-

b
e

rs
. S

h
e

 s
ta

rte
d

 w
o

rk
in

g
 o

u
t. It h

a
d

 a
p

p
a

re
n

tly n
o

t o
c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 a

n
-

yo
n

e
 to

 re
stric

t h
e

r p
h

ys
ic

a
lly

, a
n

d
 th

e
 c

e
ll w

a
s
 s

p
a

c
io

u
s
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 

th
a

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 c

a
rtw

h
e

e
l d

ia
g

o
n

a
lly

 a
c
ro

s
s
 it. S

h
e

 le
a

rn
e

d
 h

o
w

 to
 

d
o

 
h

a
n

d
s
ta

n
d

s
. S

p
e

n
t w

h
a

t fe
lt lik

e
 h

o
u

rs
 
d

o
in

g
 p

u
s
h

-u
p

s
 a

n
d

 

th
in

g
s
 c

a
lle

d
 b

u
rp

e
e

s
 th

a
t h

e
r c

o
u

s
in

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 o

b
s
e

s
s
e

d
 w

ith
 o

n
e

 

s
u

m
m

e
r. S

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 th
a

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

lo
t h

e
r fe

e
t th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 b
a

rs
 

o
f th

e
 c

e
ll d

o
o

r a
n

d
 d

o
 c

ru
n

c
h

e
s
 w

h
ile

 h
a

n
g

in
g

 u
p

s
id

e
 d

o
w

n
. 

It h
e

lp
e

d
 tu

rn
 h

e
r m

in
d

 o
ff. C

o
u

n
tin

g
. P

u
s
h

in
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 n

e
w

 

p
h

ys
ic

a
l lim

its
. W

h
e

n
 h

e
r a

rm
s
 a

n
d

 le
g

s
 tu

rn
e

d
 to

 je
lly, s

h
e

’d
 s

lu
m

p
 

d
o

w
n

 in
to

 a
 c

o
rn

e
r a

n
d

 fa
ll in

to
 a

 d
re

a
m

le
ss

 s
le

e
p

. 

It w
a

s
 th

e
 o

n
ly w

a
y
 to

 m
a

k
e

 th
e

 e
n

d
 o

f th
e

 w
a

r s
to

p
 p

la
yin

g
 in

 

fro
n

t o
f h

e
r e

ye
s
. 

S
o

m
e

tim
e

s
 s

h
e

 w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 if s

h
e

 w
a

s
 d

e
a

d
. M

a
yb

e
 it w

a
s
 h

e
ll. 

D
a

rk
n

e
s
s
 
a

n
d

 
lo

n
e

lin
e

s
s
 
a

n
d

 
n

o
th

in
g

 
b

u
t 

h
e

r 
w

o
rs

t 
m

e
m

o
rie

s 

h
a

n
g

in
g

 b
e

fo
re

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 fo

r fo
re

ve
r. 

W
h

e
n

 th
e

re
 fin

a
lly

 w
a

s
 a

 n
o

is
e

, it fe
lt d

e
a

fe
n

in
g

. T
h

e
 s

c
re

e
c
h

 

in
 th

e
 d

is
ta

n
c
e

 a
s
 a

 lo
n

g
 a

b
a

n
d

o
n

e
d

 d
o

o
r s

w
u

n
g

 o
p

e
n

. T
h

e
n

 lig
h

t. 

B
lin

d
in

g
, b

lin
d

in
g

 lig
h

t. 

It w
a

s
 lik

e
 b

e
in

g
 s

ta
b

b
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 s

tu
m

b
le

d
 b

a
c
k

 in
to

 th
e

 c
o

rn
e

r a
n

d
 c

o
ve

re
d

 h
e

r e
ye

s
. 

“S
h

e
's

 
s
till 

a
live

,” 
s
h

e
 
h

e
a

rd
 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 
s
a

y
, 

s
o

u
n

d
in

g
 

s
u

r-

p
ris

e
d

. “G
e

t h
e

r u
p

, le
t’s

 s
e

e
 if s

h
e

’s
 s

till lu
c
id

.” 

R
o

u
g

h
 h

a
n

d
s
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 c

o
rn

e
r a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 

p
u

ll h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. E

ve
n

 w
ith

 h
e

r e
ye

lid
s
 s

q
u

e
e

ze
d

 

tig
h

tly
 s

h
u

t, th
e

 p
a

in
 fro

m
 th

e
 s

u
d

d
e

n
 b

rig
h

tn
e

s
s
 fe

lt lik
e

 k
n

ive
s
 

d
rivin

g
 in

to
 h

e
r c

o
rn

e
a

s
. S

h
e

 w
re

n
c
h

e
d

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 b

a
c
k

 to
 p

re
s
s
 

th
e

m
 
o

ve
r 

h
e

r 
e

ye
s 

a
g

a
in

, 
rip

p
in

g
 
h

e
r 

a
rm

s
 
fro

m
 
h

e
r 

c
a

p
to

rs
’ 

g
ra

s
p

. 

“O
h

, M
e

rlin
’s s

a
k

e
,” U

m
b

rid
g

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 s
h

a
rp

, im
p

a
tie

n
t vo

ic
e

. 

“O
ve

rp
o

w
e

re
d

 b
y a

 w
a

n
d

le
s
s
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

. P
e

trific
u

s
 T

o
ta

lu
s
 .” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 

b
o

d
y
 

s
tiffe

n
e

d
. 

M
e

rc
ifu

lly
 

h
e

r 
e

ye
s 

re
m

a
in

e
d

 

c
lo

s
e

d
. 

“Y
o

u
 s

h
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 s
m

a
rt e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 d
ie

. C
ru

c
io

 .” 



 
   

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 lo
n

g
 g

ive
n

 u
p

 h
o

p
e

 o
f s

e
e

in
g

 in
 th

e
 

d
a

rk
n

e
s
s
. 

F
o

r a
 tim

e
, s

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t m

a
yb

e
 if s

h
e

 ju
s
t le

t h
e

r e
ye

s
 

a
d

ju
s
t, e

ve
n

tu
a

lly s
o

m
e

 fa
in

t o
u

tlin
e

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 vis
ib

le
. 

T
h

e
re

 
w

e
re

 
n

o
 
g

lim
m

e
rs

 
o

f 
m

o
o

n
lig

h
t 

s
lip

p
in

g
 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
s
o

 

d
e

e
p

 in
 th

e
 d

u
n

g
e

o
n

s
. N

o
 to

rc
h

e
s
 in

 th
e

 h
a

llw
a

ys
 o

u
ts

id
e

 th
e

 c
e

ll. 

Ju
s
t m

o
re

 a
n

d
 m

o
re

 d
a

rk
n

e
s
s
, u

n
til s

h
e

 w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 s

o
m

e
tim

e
s
 if 

s
h

e
 m

ig
h

t b
e

 b
lin

d
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 e
xp

lo
re

d
 e

ve
ry in

c
h

 o
f th

e
 c

e
ll w

ith
 h

e
r fin

g
e

rtip
s
. T

h
e

 

d
o

o
r, s

e
a

le
d

 w
ith

 m
a

g
ic

, h
a

d
 n

o
 lo

c
k

 to
 p

ic
k

, e
ve

n
 if s

h
e

 h
a

d
 a

n
y
-

th
in

g
 b

u
t s

tra
w

 a
n

d
 a

 c
h

a
m

b
e

r p
o

t. S
h

e
 s

m
e

lle
d

 th
e

 a
ir in

 th
e

 

h
o

p
e

s
 it m

ig
h

t in
d

ic
a

te
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

; th
e

 s
e

a
s
o

n
, th

e
 d

is
ta

n
t s

c
e

n
t 

o
f fo

o
d

 o
r p

o
tio

n
s
. T

h
e

 a
ir w

a
s
 s

ta
le

, w
e

t, c
o

ld
. L

ife
le

s
s
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 h
o

p
e

d
 if s

h
e

 ju
s
t c

h
e

c
k

e
d

 c
a

re
fu

lly e
n

o
u

g
h

, s
h

e
’d

 fin
d

 

a
 lo

o
s
e

 s
la

b
-s

to
n

e
 in

 th
e

 w
a

ll; s
o

m
e

 s
e

c
re

t c
o

m
p

a
rtm

e
n

t h
id

in
g

 a
 

n
a

il, o
r a

 s
p

o
o

n
, o

r e
ve

n
 a

 b
it o

f ro
p

e
. A

p
p

a
re

n
tly

 th
e

 c
e

ll h
a

d
 n

e
ve

r 

h
e

ld
 a

n
 a

u
d

a
c
io

u
s
 p

ris
o

n
e

r. N
o

 s
c
ra

tc
h

e
s
 to

 m
a

rk
 tim

e
. N

o
 lo

o
s
e

 

s
to

n
e

s
. N

o
th

in
g

. 

N
o

th
in

g
 b

u
t d

a
rk

n
e

ss
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
ve

n
 ta

lk
 a

lo
u

d
 to

 re
lie

ve
 th

e
 u

n
e

n
d

in
g

 s
ile

n
c
e

. 

It h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 U

m
b

rid
g

e
’s

 p
a

rtin
g

 g
ift a

fte
r th

e
y h

a
d

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 h
e

r in
to

 

th
e

 c
e

ll a
n

d
 c

h
e

c
k

e
d

 h
e

r m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 o

n
e

 la
s
t tim

e
. 

T
h

e
y h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
b

o
u

t to
 le

a
ve

 w
h

e
n

 U
m

b
rid

g
e

 p
a

u
s
e

d
 a

n
d

 

w
h

is
p

e
re

d
, “S

ile
n

c
io

.” 

P
ro

d
d

in
g

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 c

h
in

 u
p

 w
ith

 h
e

r w
a

n
d

 s
o

 th
a

t th
e

ir e
ye

s 

m
e

t, s
h

e
 s

a
id

, “Y
o

u
’ll u

n
d

e
rs

ta
n

d
 s

o
o

n
 e

n
o

u
g

h
.” 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 g
ig

g
le

d
, a

n
d

 h
e

r c
lo

yin
g

, s
u

g
a

ry
 b

re
a

th
 g

h
o

s
te

d
 o

ve
r 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 fa

c
e

. 

H
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 H
a

n
n

a
h

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 a
b

o
u

t to
 s

a
y
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
, b

u
t fo

o
ts

te
p

s
 

s
o

u
n

d
e

d
 

b
e

yo
n

d
 

th
e

 
c
u

rta
in

s
. 

A
n

 
e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 

o
f 

te
rro

r 
rip

p
le

d
 

a
c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r fa

c
e

, a
n

d
 th

e
 d

ivid
in

g
 c

u
rta

in
 fe

ll a
s
 s

h
e

 re
tre

a
te

d
. 

T
h

e
 c

u
rta

in
 o

n
 th

e
 o

th
e

r s
id

e
 o

f H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
n

a
p

p
e

d
 o

p
e

n
, a

n
d

 

th
e

 h
e

a
le

r fro
m

 e
a

rlie
r re

a
p

p
e

a
re

d
, lo

o
k

in
g

 h
a

rrie
d

. 

“T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 w

a
n

ts
 to

 w
a

tc
h

 yo
u

r e
xa

m
in

a
tio

n
 h

im
s
e

lf,” th
e

 

h
e

a
le

r s
a

id
, re

a
c
h

in
g

 o
u

t a
n

d
 g

ra
b

b
in

g
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 a
rm

 fo
rc

e
fu

lly. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 trie
d

 in
s
tin

c
tive

ly to
 g

e
t a

w
a

y
. S

h
e

 je
rk

e
d

 h
e

r a
rm

 

o
u

t o
f th

e
 h

e
a

le
r's

 g
rip

 a
n

d
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 o

ff th
e

 o
th

e
r s

id
e

 o
f th

e
 b

e
d

 in
 

o
rd

e
r to

 c
re

a
te

 d
is

ta
n

c
e

. 

“O
h

, yo
u

 s
tu

p
id

 little
 w

itc
h

.” T
h

e
 h

e
a

le
r s

ig
h

e
d

, a
n

d
 g

e
stu

re
d

 

to
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 s
ta

n
d

in
g

 o
u

t o
f H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 vis
io

n
. “S

tu
n

 h
e

r a
n

d
 b

rin
g

 

h
e

r.” T
w

o
 g

u
a

rd
s
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 fro
m

 b
e

h
in

d
 th

e
 c

u
rta

in
 a

n
d

 s
h

o
t tw

o
 

s
u

c
c
e

s
s
ive

 s
tu

n
n

e
rs

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
. T

h
e

 firs
t s

h
e

 d
o

d
g

e
d

, b
u

t th
e

 s
e

c
-

o
n

d
 n

ic
k

e
d

 h
e

r s
h

o
u

ld
e

r. S
h

e
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 lik

e
 a

 s
to

n
e

. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 re

-a
w

o
k

e
, s

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

tra
p

p
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 a

 ta
b

le
 in

 a
 

d
a

rk
 h

a
ll. H

e
r a

rm
s
 a

n
d

 le
g

s
 w

e
re

 re
stra

in
e

d
, s

till tw
itc

h
in

g
 fro

m
 

to
rtu

re
. M

o
re

 s
tra

p
s
 w

e
n

t o
ve

r h
e

r fo
re

h
e

a
d

 a
n

d
 c

h
in

, h
o

ld
in

g
 h

e
r 

h
e

a
d

 in
 p

la
c
e

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 s
m

a
ll w

iza
rd

 s
ta

n
d

in
g

 o
n

 o
n

e
 s

id
e

 o
f 

h
e

r. V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt h
im

s
e

lf w
a

s
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

n
 th

e
 o

th
e

r. 

T
h

e
 s

m
a

ll w
iza

rd
 w

a
s
 s

p
e

a
k

in
g

 in
 a

 th
in

, tre
m

b
lin

g
 vo

ic
e

, g
e

s
-

tu
rin

g
 u

p
 a

t a
 p

ro
je

c
tio

n
 o

f H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 b

ra
in

. 

“It—
it’s

 u
n

lik
e

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 I’ve
 e

ve
r s

e
e

n
 b

-b
e

fo
re

. N
o

rm
a

lly m
a

g
-

ic
a

l m
-m

-m
e

m
o

ry lo
s
s
 o

c
c
u

rs
 q

-q
-q

u
ite

 g
e

n
e

ra
lly

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 b

ra
in

 

w
h

e
n

 it is
 s

-s
-s

e
lf g

e
n

e
ra

te
d

. A
 p

-p
e

rs
o

n
 c

a
n

’t e
ve

n
 te

ll yo
u

 th
e

ir 

n
a

m
e

. B
u

t th
is

 is
 t-ta

rg
e

te
d

. L
ik

e
 o

b
livia

tio
n

 s
p

e
lls

. A
 d

is
s
o

c
ia

tive
 

fu
g

u
e

, o
r in

 th
is

 c
a

s
e

 m
-m

a
n

y
 o

f th
e

m
. A

lm
o

s
t lik

e
 s

e
lf-o

b
livia

tio
n

. 

H
e

r m
a

g
ic

 h
a

s
 h

id
d

e
n

 s
p

e
c
ific

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
 in

s
id

e
 w

h
a

t I c
a

n
 o

n
ly 

d
e

s
c
rib

e
 a

s
 a

lm
o

s
t a

 c
-c

-c
a

lc
ific

a
tio

n
 o

f m
a

g
ic

a
l la

ye
rs

. It p
ro

b
a

b
ly 

c
o

u
ld

 n
e

ve
r h

a
v
e

 h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

 w
ith

o
u

t th
e

 s
p

e
c
ific

 c
ir-c

irc
u

m
s
ta

n
c
e

s
 

o
f h

e
r im

p
ris

o
n

m
e

n
t. T

h
is

 t-t-to
o

k
 tim

e
. H

e
r b

ra
in

 h
a

s
 b

e
e

n
 s

lo
w

ly 

s
h

o
rin

g
 u

p
 a

 lin
e

 o
f d

-d
e

fe
n

s
e

 o
ve

r th
e

 c
o

u
rs

e
 o

f m
o

n
th

s
. A

lm
o

s
t 

lik
e

 a
 c

la
m

 m
a

k
in

g
 a

 p
e

a
rl, s

h
e

’s
 b

e
e

n
 s

lo
w

ly b
u

ryin
g

 th
e

m
 u

n
d

e
r 

la
ye

r a
fte

r la
y
e

r. Y
o

u
 c

-c
a

n
 te

ll s
o

m
e

 h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 m
o

re
 e

xte
n

sive
ly 

p
ro

te
c
te

d
 th

a
n

 o
th

e
rs

 b
a

s
e

d
 o

n
 h

o
w

 b
rig

h
tly th

e
y g

-g
-g

lo
w

.” 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt’s e
ye

s
 w

e
re

 n
a

rro
w

e
d

. “C
o

u
ld

 th
e

s
e

 m
e

m
o

rie
s b

e
 

re
c
o

ve
re

d
 w

ith
 le

g
ilim

e
n

c
y?

” 

T
h

e
 s

m
a

ll w
iza

rd
 lo

o
k

e
d

 m
o

re
 n

e
rvo

u
s
. F

a
in

t d
ro

p
le

ts
 o

f p
e

r-

s
p

ira
tio

n
 h

a
d

 c
o

lle
c
te

d
 o

n
 h

is
 u

p
p

e
r lip

. 

“It’s
—

it’s u
n

lik
e

ly
. T

h
is

 is
 lik

e
 a

n
 in

d
ivid

u
a

l o
c
c
lu

m
e

n
c
y w

a
ll o

f 

e
xc

e
p

tio
n

a
l s

tre
n

g
th

 a
ro

u
n

d
 e

a
c
h

 s
p

e
c
ific

 m
e

m
o

ry. It’s
—

it's
 p

-p
o

s
-

s
ib

le
 if th

e
 le

g
ilim

e
n

s
 is

 s
u

ffic
ie

n
tly

 p
-p

-p
o

w
e

rfu
l.” 
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 “I lik

e
 to

 th
in

k
 I a

m
,” V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt s

a
id

, lo
o

k
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 in

to
 H

e
r-

m
io

n
e

’s
 e

ye
s
. S

h
e

 s
q

u
e

e
ze

d
 th

e
m

 s
h

u
t in

s
ta

n
tly, b

u
t it w

a
s
 to

o
 

la
te

. S
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t—
s
h

e
 m

ig
h

t h
a

v
e

 k
n

o
w

n
 o

c
c
lu

m
e

n
c
y b

e
fo

re
. W

ith
 

h
e

r m
a

g
ic

 m
o

s
tly

 s
to

le
n

 a
w

a
y
, s

h
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
 a

b
ility to

 c
re

a
te

 a
 w

a
ll 

a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
r m

in
d

. V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
h

o
t in

 lik
e

 a
n

 a
rro

w
, b

u
ryin

g
 h

im
s
e

lf 

d
e

e
p

ly a
m

o
n

g
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 s

iftin
g

 s
lo

w
ly th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

m
. 

It w
a

s
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

r m
in

d
 w

e
re

 b
e

in
g

 c
ru

s
h

e
d

 u
n

d
e

r h
is

. 

H
e

r c
h

ild
h

o
o

d
. H

o
g

w
a

rts
. H

e
 w

a
s
n

’t c
o

n
c
e

rn
e

d
 w

ith
 h

e
r lo

c
k

e
d

 

m
e

m
o

rie
s
 o

f h
e

r p
a

re
n

ts
. A

fte
r fifth

 y
e

a
r, w

h
e

n
 e

ve
ryth

in
g

 g
re

w
 

h
a

zy, h
is

 in
te

re
st s

h
a

rp
e

n
e

d
. H

e
 e

xa
m

in
e

d
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s o
f h

e
a

l-

in
g

. A
ll th

o
s
e

 b
o

d
ie

s
. A

ll th
o

s
e

 in
ju

rie
s
. S

o
 m

a
n

y p
e

o
p

le
. T

h
e

 c
lo

s
e

r 

h
e

 g
o

t to
 th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 w

a
r, th

e
 m

o
re

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
 w

e
re

 lo
c
k

e
d

. H
e

 

trie
d

 d
rivin

g
 in

to
 th

e
m

. H
e

 trie
d

 s
ta

b
b

in
g

 h
is

 w
a

y
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 m
a

g
ic

 

w
ith

 s
h

e
e

r fo
rc

e
. N

o
n

e
 o

f th
e

m
 w

o
u

ld
 g

ive
 a

w
a

y to
 h

is
 vio

le
n

t, in
-

s
is

te
n

t a
tta

c
k

s
. 

It w
a

s
 b

re
a

k
in

g
 h

e
r. T

h
e

 fo
rc

e
 w

a
s
 m

in
d

-n
u

m
b

in
g

ly
 p

a
in

fu
l, 

a
n

d
 s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 th
e

 p
a

in
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 to
 in

c
re

a
s
e

 u
n

til it fe
lt im

p
o

s
s
ib

le
 

th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t d
yin

g
 fro

m
 it. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
 w

rith
in

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
o

u
g

h
t 

to
 g

e
t a

w
a

y
—

to
 e

s
c
a

p
e

 th
e

 in
v
a

s
io

n
. S

c
re

a
m

in
g

 s
u

rro
u

n
d

e
d

 h
e

r 

a
n

d
 ju

s
t k

e
p

t g
o

in
g

 o
n

, a
n

d
 o

n
, a

n
d

 o
n

.  

F
in

a
lly V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

ith
d

re
w

 fro
m

 h
e

r m
in

d
. F

u
rio

u
s
. S

h
e

 s
lo

w
ly 

b
e

c
a

m
e

 a
w

a
re

 th
a

t th
e

 s
c
re

a
m

s
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 h
e

rs
. B

y
 th

e
n

, th
e

y h
a

d
 

b
e

e
n

 re
d

u
c
e

d
 to

 tin
y m

e
w

lin
g

 w
a

ils
 o

f p
a

in
 p

a
s
t s

h
re

d
d

e
d

 vo
c
a

l 

c
h

o
rd

s
. G

u
ttu

ra
l s

o
b

s
 th

a
t k

e
p

t c
h

o
k

in
g

 o
u

t a
s
 h

e
r c

h
e

s
t k

e
p

t s
p

a
s
-

m
in

g
 fro

m
 p

a
in

, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 to
 b

re
a

th
e

. 

“I d
o

 n
o

t lik
e

 s
e

c
re

ts
 k

e
p

t fro
m

 m
e

. W
ith

 P
o

tte
r d

e
a

d
 th

e
re

 

s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 n

o
th

in
g

 le
ft to

 c
o

n
c
e

a
l. W

h
a

t a
re

 yo
u

 h
id

in
g

?
” V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt 

h
is

s
e

d
. H

is
 b

o
n

y
 fin

g
e

rs
 s

e
ize

d
 h

e
r fa

c
e

 a
n

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 it s

o
 th

a
t s

h
e

 

m
e

t h
is

 e
ye

s
. 

“I—
d

o
n

’t—
k

n
o

w
—

,“ s
h

e
 s

a
id

. H
e

r vo
ic

e
 w

a
s
 ra

s
p

in
g

 a
n

d
 b

ro
-

k
e

n
, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 w

e
a

k
ly trie

d
 to

 p
u

ll h
e

r ja
w

 fre
e

 fro
m

 h
is

 h
o

ld
. 

“C
a

ll S
e

ve
ru

s
! A

n
d

 th
e

 W
a

rd
e

n
. S

h
e

 s
h

a
ll b

e
 p

u
n

is
h

e
d

 
fo

r 

th
is

,” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
a

id
. H

e
 vic

io
u

s
ly p

ro
b

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 m

in
d

 u
n

til 

s
h

e
 la

y
 lim

p
 a

n
d

 b
a

re
ly c

o
n

s
c
io

u
s
 o

n
 th

e
 ta

b
le

. 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 a
rrive

d
 firs

t, lo
o

k
in

g
 a

p
p

ro
p

ria
te

ly
 te

rrifie
d

. 

“M
y L

o
rd

, 
m

y 
L
o

rd
,” 

s
h

e
 s

a
id

, d
ro

p
p

in
g

 
to

 th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
 
a

n
d

 

c
ra

w
lin

g
 to

w
a

rd
 h

im
. 

“ C
ru

c
io

 .” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt c
a

s
t th

e
 c

u
rs

e
, h

is
 fu

ry e
vid

e
n

t in
 h

is
 

to
n

e
. U

m
b

rid
g

e
 

s
c
re

a
m

e
d

. 
S

h
e

 
s
c
re

a
m

e
d

, 
a

n
d

 
s
c
re

a
m

e
d

, 
a

n
d

 

w
rith

e
d

 o
n

 th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

lm
o

s
t fe

lt s
o

rry fo
r h

e
r.  

A
fte

r s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
, h

e
 fin

a
lly

 s
to

p
p

e
d

. 
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 “D
id

 yo
u

 th
in

k
, W

a
rd

e
n

, th
a

t fo
llo

w
in

g
 th

e
 le

tte
r b

u
t n

o
t th

e
 

s
p

irit o
f m

y
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

s
 w

o
u

ld
 s

p
a

re
 y

o
u

?
” 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 o
n

ly w
h

im
p

e
re

d
. 

“I k
n

e
w

 o
f yo

u
r d

is
lik

e
 fo

r th
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
, b

u
t I h

a
d

 h
o

p
e

d
 yo

u
r 

o
b

e
d

ie
n

c
e

 to
 m

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 s

u
ffic

ie
n

t m
o

tiva
tio

n
 fo

r yo
u

 to
 re

stra
in

 

yo
u

rs
e

lf. P
e

rh
a

p
s
 yo

u
 n

e
e

d
 a

 p
e

rm
a

n
e

n
t re

m
in

d
e

r.” 

“M
y
 L

o
rd

—
” 

“W
h

a
t is

 th
a

t p
u

n
is

h
m

e
n

t yo
u

’re
 s

o
 fo

n
d

 o
f d

o
lin

g
 o

u
t a

m
o

n
g

 

yo
u

r c
h

a
rg

e
s
?

 K
n

u
c
k

le
s
, is

n
’t it?

 T
e

ll m
e

, W
a

rd
e

n
, h

o
w

 m
a

n
y fin

-

g
e

rs
 w

ill yo
u

 h
a

v
e

 le
ft if I ta

k
e

 a
 k

n
u

c
k

le
 fo

r e
a

c
h

 m
o

n
th

 yo
u

 s
p

e
n

t 

try
in

g
 to

 d
rive

 th
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 in

s
a

n
e

?
” 

“N
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
.” U

m
b

rid
g

e
 vo

ic
e

 ro
s
e

 in
 a

 s
h

rie
k

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

till 

s
h

a
k

in
g

 a
n

d
 s

p
a

s
m

in
g

 o
n

 th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
. 

“P
e

rh
a

p
s
 I s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 le
n

ie
n

t,” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
a

id
, w

a
lk

in
g

 s
lo

w
ly 

to
w

a
rd

 h
e

r a
s
 s

h
e

 s
n

ive
le

d
 a

n
d

 g
ro

ve
lle

d
 a

t h
is

 fe
e

t. “Y
o

u
r w

o
rk

 

h
a

s
 b

e
e

n
 m

o
s
tly

 g
o

o
d

. In
s
te

a
d

 o
f s

ix
te

e
n

, I’ll h
a

lve
 it. E

ig
h

t k
n

u
c
k

-

le
s
 a

s
 a

 re
m

in
d

e
r I s

a
id

 I w
a

n
te

d
 P

o
tte

r’s
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

 le
ft fu

lly
 in

-

ta
c
t.” “P

le
e

e
e

a
s
e

...” 
U

m
b

rid
g

e
 

w
a

s
 

p
u

s
h

in
g

 
h

e
rs

e
lf 

u
p

 
o

ff 
th

e
 

g
ro

u
n

d
, s

o
b

b
in

g
. 

S
e

ve
ru

s
 S

n
a

p
e

 s
w

e
p

t in
to

 th
e

 ro
o

m
. 

“W
h

a
t’s w

ro
n

g
?

 U
n

a
b

le
 to

 e
n

d
u

re
 c

o
n

s
e

q
u

e
n

c
e

s
 o

f yo
u

r o
w

n
 

d
e

vis
in

g
?
” V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt s

n
e

e
re

d
, a

n
d

 w
a

ve
d

 a
 h

a
n

d
 a

s
 h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 

a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 U

m
b

rid
g

e
. “T

a
k

e
 h

e
r a

w
a

y. D
ro

p
 h

e
r b

a
c
k

 a
t h

e
r p

ris
o

n
 

w
h

e
n

 yo
u

’re
 d

o
n

e
.” 

T
w

o
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
 c

a
m

e
 fo

rw
a

rd
 a

n
d

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 U
m

b
rid

g
e

 fro
m

 

th
e

 ro
o

m
 a

s
 s

h
e

 b
e

g
g

e
d

 a
n

d
 w

a
ile

d
 a

p
o

lo
g

ie
s
. 

“S
e

ve
ru

s
, m

y
 fa

ith
fu

l s
e

rva
n

t,” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
a

id
, tu

rn
in

g
 to

w
a

rd
 

th
e

 P
o

tio
n

 M
a

s
te

r. “I fin
d

 m
ys

e
lf w

ith
 a

 p
u

zzle
 o

n
 m

y h
a

n
d

s
.” 

“M
y
 L

o
rd

,” S
n

a
p

e
 s

a
id

, fo
ld

in
g

 h
is

 h
a

n
d

s
 re

s
p

e
c
tfu

lly in
 fro

n
t 

o
f h

im
 a

n
d

 lo
w

e
rin

g
 h

is
 e

y
e

s
. 

“Y
o

u
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r th

e
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

, I p
re

su
m

e
.” V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt m

o
ve

d
 

b
a

c
k

 to
w

a
rd

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

, s
ta

rin
g

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r a

n
d

 ru
n

n
in

g
 a

 s
k

e
le

ta
l 

fin
g

e
r a

lo
n

g
 h

is
 lip

le
s
s
 m

o
u

th
. 

“O
f c

o
u

rs
e

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

n
 in

s
u

ffe
ra

b
le

 s
tu

d
e

n
t to

 te
a

c
h

.” S
n

a
p

e
 

w
a

lk
e

d
 o

ve
r to

 s
u

rve
y H

e
rm

io
n

e
, w

h
o

 w
a

s
 s

till s
tra

p
p

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 o
n

 

th
e

 ta
b

le
. 

“In
d

e
e

d
, a

n
d

 a
 g

o
o

d
 frie

n
d

 o
f H

a
rry P

o
tte

r, th
e

 b
o

y w
h

o
 d

ie
d

,” 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
a

id
, c

a
re

ss
in

g
 h

is
 w

a
n

d
 lig

h
tly

. “S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

ls
o

 a
 m

e
m

-

b
e

r o
f th

e
 O

rd
e

r a
s
 I’m

 s
u

re
 yo

u
 re

c
a

ll fro
m

 yo
u

r m
a

n
y
 ye

a
rs

 a
s
 m

y 

s
p

y
. W

h
e

n
 P

o
tte

r d
ie

d
, s

h
e

 w
a

s
 c

a
p

tu
re

d
, a

n
d

 I o
rd

e
re

d
 h

e
r im

p
ris

-

o
n

e
d

 b
u

t le
ft in

ta
c
t in

 c
a

s
e

 I e
ve

r h
a

d
 n

e
e

d
 o

f h
e

r. U
n

fo
rtu

n
a

te
ly, 

th
e

 w
a

rd
e

n
 a

t H
o

g
w

a
rts

 s
a

w
 fit to

 d
o

le
 o

u
t h

e
r o

w
n

 p
u

n
is

h
m

e
n

t fo
r 



senlinyu 19 
 

p
a

s
t o

ffe
n

s
e

s
. S

h
e

 im
p

ris
o

n
e

d
 th

e
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

 a
ll th

is
 tim

e
 in

 a
 c

e
ll 

u
n

d
e

r s
e

n
s
o

ry d
e

p
riva

tio
n

.” 

S
n

a
p

e
’s

 e
ye

s
 w

id
e

n
e

d
 s

lig
h

tly
. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt re
ste

d
 a

 h
a

n
d

 o
n

 S
n

a
p

e
's

 s
h

o
u

ld
e

r. “A
c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 

th
e

 m
in

d
 h

e
a

le
rs

, th
e

 e
xp

e
rie

n
c
e

 e
n

a
b

le
d

 th
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 to

 lo
c
k

 

a
w

a
y h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
. S

e
a

lin
g

 th
e

m
 o

ff fro
m

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
n

d
 fro

m
 m

e
. 

T
h

e
 id

e
n

titie
s o

f h
e

r p
a

re
n

ts
—

w
h

ic
h

 is
 o

f n
o

 c
o

n
s
e

q
u

e
n

c
e

. M
o

re
 

vita
lly, a

 g
re

a
t m

a
n

y
 m

e
m

o
rie

s
 fro

m
 th

e
 w

a
r, p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 n

e
a

r th
e

 

e
n

d
. T

h
is

 m
e

m
o

ry lo
s
s
 o

c
c
u

rre
d

 a
fte

r P
o

tte
r d

ie
d

—
a

fte
r th

e
 w

a
r 

h
a

d
 e

n
d

e
d

. W
h

a
t is

 it th
a

t s
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 h

id
in

g
?
” T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 m

e
n

-

a
c
e

 in
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt’s

 lo
w

 s
in

u
o

u
s
 vo

ic
e

. H
e

 p
a

u
s
e

d
 fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t a
n

d
 

th
e

n
 lo

o
k

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
. “P

e
rh

a
p

s
 a

s
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 w
h

o
 k

n
e

w
 

h
e

r d
u

rin
g

 th
a

t tim
e

, y
o

u
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 s
o

m
e

 in
s
ig

h
t in

to
 w

h
a

t is
 

m
is

s
in

g
.” 

“O
f c

o
u

rs
e

, M
y L

o
rd

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fo
u

n
d

 S
n

a
p

e
’s

 c
o

ld
, b

o
tto

m
le

s
s
 e

ye
s
 p

e
e

rin
g

 d
o

w
n

 

a
t h

e
r. S

h
e

 d
id

n
’t h

a
ve

 a
n

y s
tre

n
g

th
 le

ft to
 try re

sis
tin

g
 a

s
 h

e
 s

a
n

k
 

in
to

 h
e

r c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
n

e
ss

. 

H
e

 d
id

n
’t b

o
th

e
r w

ith
 h

e
r e

a
rly m

e
m

o
rie

s
. H

e
 w

e
n

t d
ire

c
tly to

 

th
e

 w
a

r a
n

d
 s

w
e

p
t th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
 q

u
ic

k
ly b

u
t th

o
ro

u
g

h
ly. 

H
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 h

a
v
e

 s
p

e
c
ific

 c
a

te
g

o
rie

s
 h

e
 p

u
rs

u
e

d
. H

e
a

lin
g

. P
o

tio
n

 

b
re

w
in

g
. O

rd
e

r m
e

e
tin

g
s
. R

e
s
e

a
rc

h
. C

o
n

v
e

rs
a

tio
n

s
 w

ith
 H

a
rry

 a
n

d
 

R
o

n
. 

F
ig

h
tin

g
. 

T
h

e
 
fin

a
l 

b
a

ttle
. 

W
h

e
n

e
ve

r 
S

n
a

p
e

 
c
a

m
e

 
u

p
o

n
 
a

 

lo
c
k

e
d

 m
e

m
o

ry
, h

e
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 p
a

u
s
e

 a
n

d
 c

o
n

s
id

e
r its

 s
u

rro
u

n
d

in
g

s
 

b
e

fo
re

 tryin
g

 to
 b

re
a

k
 in

to
 it.  

H
is

 
in

va
s
io

n
 

w
a

s
 

d
ra

m
a

tic
a

lly 
le

s
s
 

tra
u

m
a

tic
 

th
a

n
 

V
o

ld
e

-

m
o

rt’s
, b

u
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
 s

till w
e

e
p

in
g

 a
n

d
 s

h
u

d
d

e
rin

g
 b

y th
e

 tim
e

 

h
e

 
fin

a
lly 

s
lo

w
ly 

w
ith

d
re

w
. 

H
e

r 
h

a
n

d
s
 
c
le

n
c
h

in
g

 
s
p

a
s
m

o
d

ic
a

lly 

w
h

e
re

 th
e

y w
e

re
 stra

p
p

e
d

 in
 p

la
c
e

. 

“F
a

s
c
in

a
tin

g
,” h

e
 s

a
id

, s
ta

rin
g

 d
o

w
n

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

ith
 a

 s
o

m
e

-

w
h

a
t c

o
n

flic
te

d
 e

x
p

re
ss

io
n

. 

“A
n

y
 in

s
ig

h
t?

” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt's
 h

a
n

d
 tig

h
te

n
e

d
 o

n
 S

n
a

p
e

's
 s

h
o

u
l-

d
e

r, a
n

d
 h

is
 to

n
e

 w
a

s
 s

u
s
p

ic
io

u
s
. 

S
n

a
p

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 fro

m
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

n
d

 lo
w

e
re

d
 h

is
 e

ye
s
. “T

o
 b

e
 

h
o

n
e

st, M
y L

o
rd

, th
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 a

n
d

 I h
a

d
 ve

ry little
 c

o
n

ta
c
t d

u
rin

g
 

la
te

r ye
a

rs
 o

f th
e

 w
a

r. T
h

e
 O

rd
e

r m
e

e
tin

g
s
 I w

a
s
 p

rivy to
 a

re
 a

ll 

th
e

re
. T

h
e

 little
 e

ls
e

 I k
n

e
w

 o
f h

e
r w

a
s
 th

a
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 k

e
p

t a
w

a
y fro

m
 

th
e

 fig
h

tin
g

, a
c
tin

g
 a

s
 a

 h
e

a
le

r a
n

d
 p

o
tio

n
 m

is
tre

s
s
. T

h
o

s
e

 m
e

m
o

-

rie
s a

p
p

e
a

r in
ta

c
t. I a

m
 a

t a
 lo

s
s
 a

s
 to

 w
h

a
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 h
id

in
g

.” 

“If th
e

 O
rd

e
r h

a
d

 a
n

y
 re

m
a

in
in

g
 s

e
c
re

ts
 le

ft, I w
a

n
t to

 k
n

o
w

 

th
e

m
,” V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt s

a
id

, h
is

 s
c
a

rle
t e

ye
s
 n

a
rro

w
in

g
. 

“In
d

e
e

d
,” S

n
a

p
e

 s
a

id
, h

is
 to

n
e

 s
ilk

e
n

 a
n

d
 d

e
m

u
re

. “U
n

fo
rtu

-

n
a

te
ly, m

o
s
t o

f th
e

 h
ig

h
ly in

fo
rm

e
d

 O
rd

e
r m

e
m

b
e

rs
 a

re
 d

e
a

d
 n

o
w

. 
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anacled 

 
E

ith
e

r d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 fin
a

l b
a

ttle
, o

r fro
m

 to
rtu

re
 o

r e
sc

a
p

e
 a

tte
m

p
ts

. 

A
s
id

e
 fro

m
 M

is
s
 G

ra
n

g
e

r h
e

rs
e

lf, th
e

re
 is

 lik
e

ly
 n

o
 o

n
e

 e
ls

e
 s

till 

a
live

 c
a

rryin
g

 th
e

 in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

.” 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
ta

re
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
. H

is
 re

d
 e

ye
s w

e
re

 e
n

-

ra
g

e
d

 a
n

d
 c

a
lc

u
la

tin
g

 a
s
 h

e
 ra

n
 a

 fin
g

e
r s

lo
w

ly a
lo

n
g

 h
is

 m
o

u
th

. 

T
h

e
n

 h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 s

h
a

rp
ly

 o
ve

r a
t th

e
 m

in
d

 h
e

a
le

r. 

“Is
 
th

e
re

 a
n

y
 w

a
y 

to
 re

c
o

ve
r th

e
s
e

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
?

” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt 

s
a

id
, h

is
 w

a
n

d
 h

a
n

g
in

g
 fro

m
 h

is
 fin

g
e

rtip
s
 w

ith
 c

a
s
u

a
l m

e
n

a
c
e

.  

“W
e

ll, th
-th

a
t’s

 ve
ry d

iffic
u

lt t-to
 s

-s
-s

a
y
.” T

h
e

 h
e

a
le

r p
a

le
d

. “It’s 

p
-p

-p
o

s
s
ib

le
. N

o
w

 th
a

t th
e

 c
irc

u
m

sta
n

c
e

s
 c

a
u

s
in

g
 it-h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 re
-

m
o

ve
d

. W
ith

 t-t-tim
e

, th
-th

e
y m

a
y
 re

s
to

re
 th

e
m

s
e

lve
s
.”  

“W
h

a
t 

a
b

o
u

t 
to

rtu
re

?
 
I 

h
a

ve
 
b

ro
k

e
n

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
to

 
o

b
livia

te
d

 

m
e

m
o

rie
s
 w

ith
 to

rtu
re

 in
 th

e
 p

a
s
t.” 

T
h

e
 m

in
d

 h
e

a
le

r lo
o

k
e

d
 g

re
e

n
.“It m

-m
-m

ig
h

t w
o

rk
. B

-b
-b

u
t—

th
e

re
’d

 b
e

 n
o

 te
llin

g
 w

h
ic

h
 o

n
e

s
 yo

u
’d

 u
n

lo
c
k

. Y
o

u
 m

-m
-m

ig
h

t o
n

ly 

g
e

t a
 f-fe

w
 b

-b
e

fo
re

 sh
e

 w
e

n
t in

s
a

n
e

.” 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
ta

re
d

 s
p

e
c
u

la
tive

ly d
o

w
n

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
. “T

h
e

n
 I 

w
a

n
t h

e
r w

a
tc

h
e

d
. C

a
re

fu
lly

. B
y
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 w
h

o
 w

ill k
n

o
w

 th
e

 in
s
ta

n
t 

th
e

y b
e

g
in

 to
 re

tu
rn

. S
e

ve
ru

s
, I s

h
a

ll le
a

ve
 h

e
r in

 yo
u

r c
h

a
rg

e
.”  

“O
f—

c
o

u
rs

e
, M

y L
o

rd
.” S

n
a

p
e

 b
o

w
e

d
 lo

w
. 

“Y
o

u
 o

b
je

c
t?

” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt u
s
in

g
 h

is
 w

a
n

d
tip

 to
 fo

rc
e

 S
n

a
p

e
 u

p
-

rig
h

t. H
e

 tilte
d

 S
n

a
p

e
's

 h
e

a
d

 b
a

c
k

 u
n

til th
e

ir e
y
e

s
 m

e
t. 

“N
e

ve
r. Y

o
u

r w
is

h
 is

 m
y c

o
m

m
a

n
d

.” S
n

a
p

e
’s

 c
o

lle
c
te

d
 e

xp
re

s
-

s
io

n
 rip

p
le

d
 u

n
d

e
r th

e
 s

c
ru

tin
y
. 

“Y
e

t yo
u

 h
a

ve
 o

b
je

c
tio

n
s
,” V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt s

a
id

, w
ith

d
ra

w
in

g
 h

is
 

w
a

n
d

 a
n

d
 tu

rn
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 to
 s

ta
re

 d
o

w
n

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

“I a
m

 d
e

p
a

rtin
g

 to
m

o
rro

w
 fo

r R
o

m
a

n
ia

,” S
n

a
p

e
 s

a
id

, “to
 in

ve
s
-

tig
a

te
 th

e
 ru

m
o

rs
 o

f in
s
u

b
o

rd
in

a
tio

n
 w

e
 h

a
v
e

 h
e

a
rd

 a
b

o
u

t. T
h

e
 trip

, 

a
s
 yo

u
 n

o
te

d
 w

h
e

n
 yo

u
 a

s
s
ig

n
e

d
 it to

 m
e

, w
ill b

e
 a

 d
e

lic
a

te
 ta

s
k

, 

c
o

m
p

le
x a

n
d

 rig
o

ro
u

s
 e

ve
n

 w
ith

o
u

t th
e

 a
d

d
itio

n
 o

f a
 p

ris
o

n
e

r w
h

o
 

re
q

u
ire

s
 c

a
re

fu
l m

o
n

ito
rin

g
. I—

a
m

 re
lu

c
ta

n
t to

 d
is

a
p

p
o

in
t yo

u
 in

 

e
ith

e
r o

f th
e

s
e

 m
a

tte
rs

.” H
e

 p
la

c
e

d
 h

is
 h

a
n

d
 o

n
 h

is
 c

h
e

s
t a

n
d

 

b
o

w
e

d
 a

g
a

in
. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt p
a

u
s
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 b

e
 c

o
n

s
id

e
rin

g
, re

s
tin

g
 h

is
 

h
a

n
d

s
 o

n
 th

e
 ta

b
le

 b
e

sid
e

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
n

d
 le

a
n

in
g

 o
ve

r to
 s

tu
d

y h
e

r. 

A
s
 h

e
 s

to
o

d
 th

e
re

, a
 m

o
ve

m
e

n
t o

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 o
th

e
r s

id
e

 c
a

u
g

h
t 

h
e

r a
tte

n
tio

n
. T

h
e

 fe
m

a
le

 h
e

a
le

r in
 c

h
a

rg
e

 o
f V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt’s

 b
re

e
d

in
g

 

p
ro

g
ra

m
 h

a
d

 a
p

p
ro

a
c
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 w

a
s
 w

h
is

p
e

rin
g

 a
 q

u
e

s
tio

n
 to

 th
e

 

m
in

d
 h

e
a

le
r. 

“M
-M

y L
o

rd
,” th

e
 m

in
d

 h
e

a
le

r s
a

id
, s

te
p

p
in

g
 h

e
sita

n
tly c

lo
s
e

r, 

“H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 h
a

s
 b

ro
u

g
h

t to
 m

y
 a

tte
n

tio
n

 a
 p

-p
o

in
t th

a
t m

-m
-m

a
y 

in
te

re
st yo

u
.” 



   

e
rm

io
n

e
 re

a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 in

 a
 d

a
rk

 fo
ye

r. It w
a

s
 a

n
 im

m
a

c
u

la
te

, 

e
m

p
ty ro

o
m

. A
 b

la
c
k

, la
c
q

u
e

re
d

, c
irc

u
la

r ta
b

le
 s

a
t in

 th
e

 c
e

n
-

te
r o

f th
e

 ro
o

m
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 la
rg

e
 b

o
u

q
u

e
t o

f w
h

ite
 flo

w
e

rs
 

o
n

 th
e

 ta
b

le
. 

S
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 s

lo
w

ly. S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t w
a

n
t to

 m
is

s
 a

n
y
 d

e
ta

ils
, b

u
t th

e
 

s
tu

p
id

 w
in

g
s
 o

f th
e

 b
o

n
n

e
t a

c
te

d
 lik

e
 b

lin
d

e
rs

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 o

n
ly s

e
e

 

s
tra

ig
h

t a
h

e
a

d
. 

A
 la

rg
e

 s
ta

irw
a

y
 la

y to
 th

e
 rig

h
t. C

o
ld

 h
a

llw
a

ys
 le

d
 in

to
 d

a
rk

-

n
e

s
s
 a

n
d

 fu
rth

e
r in

to
 th

e
 h

o
u

s
e

. It w
a

s
 a

 m
a

n
o

r, a
n

d
 a

n
 e

n
o

rm
o

u
s
 

o
n

e
 b

a
s
e

d
 o

n
 th

e
 w

id
th

 o
f th

e
 s

ta
irc

a
s
e

. 

“H
e

llo
, M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

.” 

A
 c

o
ld

 vo
ic

e
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r fre

e
ze

. 

S
lo

w
ly tu

rn
in

g
 a

ll th
e

 w
a

y
 a

ro
u

n
d

, sh
e

 fo
u

n
d

 D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 o

ld
e

r. 

H
e

r la
s
t m

e
m

o
ry o

f h
im

 w
a

s
 fifth

 y
e

a
r w

h
e

n
 h

e
 w

a
s
 o

n
 th

e
 

In
q

u
is

ito
ria

l S
q

u
a

d
. H

e
 h

a
d

 g
ro

w
n

 ta
lle

r. H
e

 to
w

e
re

d
 o

ve
r h

e
r, a

n
d

 

h
is

 fa
c
e

 h
a

d
 lo

s
t e

ve
ry tra

c
e

 o
f b

o
yis

h
n

e
ss

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 d
a

n
g

e
ro

u
s
, 

re
fin

e
d

 b
ru

ta
lity

 in
 th

e
 w

a
y h

e
 h

e
ld

 h
im

s
e

lf. 

T
h

e
 w

a
y
 h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 a
t h

e
r... 

H
is

 e
ye

s
 w

e
re

 lik
e

 a
 w

o
lf’s

; c
o

ld
 a

n
d

 fe
ra

l. 

T
h

e
 d

e
a

d
lin

e
s
s
 in

 h
im

 w
a

s
 p

a
lp

a
b

le
. A

s
 h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r, 

s
h

e
 fe

lt c
e

rta
in

, h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 le
a

n
 fo

rw
a

rd
 a

n
d

 c
u

t h
e

r th
ro

a
t w

h
ile

 s
ta

r-

in
g

 in
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. T

h
e

n
 s

te
p

 b
a

c
k

, o
n

ly c
a

rin
g

 th
a

t s
h

e
 n

o
t g

e
t b

lo
o

d
 

o
n

 h
is

 s
h

o
e

s
. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt’s
 rig

h
t h

a
n

d
. H

is
 e

x
e

c
u

tio
n

e
r. 

T
h

e
 
n

u
m

b
e

r 
o

f 
h

e
r 

frie
n

d
s
 

th
a

t 
h

e
 

h
a

d
 
m

u
rd

e
re

d
: 

G
in

n
y, 

M
c
G

o
n

a
g

a
ll, 

M
o

o
d

y, 
N

e
ville

, 
D

e
a

n
, 

S
e

a
m

u
s
, 

P
ro

fe
s
s
o

r 
S

p
ro

u
t, 

M
a

d
a

m
 P

o
m

fre
y, F

litw
ic

k
, O

live
r W

o
o

d
... th

e
 lis

t w
e

n
t o

n
 a

n
d

 o
n

. 

H
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 H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 d
ro

p
p

e
d

 a
 file

 o
n

 to
p

 o
f th

e
 d

a
te

s
 a

n
d

 s
to

o
d

 u
p

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
. 

“T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 is

 e
a

g
e

r fo
r yo

u
 to

 b
e

 u
n

d
e

r th
e

 su
p

e
rv

is
io

n
 o

f 

s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 c

a
p

a
b

le
 o

f m
o

n
ito

rin
g

 y
o

u
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
. I h

a
d

 re
q

u
e

s
te

d
 

a
n

 e
xte

n
s
io

n
, in

 o
rd

e
r to

 s
e

e
 h

o
w

 th
e

 tra
in

in
g

 a
ffe

c
ts

 yo
u

, b
u

t yo
u

’ll 

re
a

c
h

 yo
u

r w
in

d
o

w
 o

f fe
rtility in

 a
 fe

w
 d

a
ys

, a
n

d
 th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 

w
a

n
ts

 yo
u

 p
re

g
n

a
n

t a
s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
. I w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 h
e

lp
e

d
 yo

u
 

p
re

p
a

re
 p

h
ys

ic
a

lly
 b

u
t—

yo
u

 d
o

n
’t s

e
e

m
 to

 w
a

n
t m

y
 h

e
lp

. T
h

e
 H

ig
h

 

R
e

e
ve

 is
 m

a
rrie

d
. I’m

 s
u

re
 h

e
 k

n
o

w
s
 w

h
a

t to
 d

o
 a

n
d

 w
o

n
’t m

in
d

 

tra
in

in
g

 yo
u

 to
 s

u
it h

im
s
e

lf.” 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 g
a

ve
 a

 c
o

ld
, th

in
 s

m
ile

 a
n

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 flin

c
h

e
d

. 

H
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

 tw
is

te
d

 p
a

in
fu

lly. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 re
a

c
h

e
d

 in
to

 h
e

r d
ra

w
e

r a
n

d
 p

u
lle

d
 o

u
t a

 b
a

g
. 

“T
h

is
 w

ill ta
k

e
 yo

u
 to

 th
e

 H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
’s

 e
s
ta

te
. T

h
e

y’re
 e

xp
e

c
t-

in
g

 yo
u

.” 

S
h

e
 re

a
c
h

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
k

itte
re

d
 b

a
c
k

. 

S
h

e
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r c

h
in

 d
o

w
n

 a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 b
re

a
th

e
. S

h
e

 ju
s
t 

n
e

e
d

e
d

 a
 m

o
m

e
n

t to
 b

ra
c
e

 h
e

rs
e

lf. T
o

 p
re

p
a

re
 fo

r w
h

a
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 

a
b

o
u

t to
 fa

c
e

—
a

n
d

 w
h

a
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

b
o

u
t to

 d
o

. 

”P
u

t o
u

t yo
u

r h
a

n
d

,” H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
a

id
 a

s
 s

h
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 

th
e

 d
e

s
k

 to
w

a
rd

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 h

e
a

rt w
a

s
 p

o
u

n
d

in
g

 p
a

in
-

fu
lly

 in
 h

e
r c

h
e

s
t a

s
 s

h
e

 b
it h

e
r lip

 a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 s
w

a
llo

w
 th

e
 d

re
a

d
 

ris
in

g
 u

p
 in

 h
e

r lik
e

 a
 tid

e
. 

H
e

lp
le

ss
. D

e
fe

n
s
e

le
s
s
. O

b
e

d
ie

n
t. 

Y
o

u
 w

ill b
e

 o
b

e
d

ie
n

t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 h

a
n

d
 b

e
g

a
n

 to
 ra

is
e

 its
e

lf. A
 c

o
in

 fe
ll o

n
to

 h
e

r 

p
a

lm
. In

s
ta

n
tly s

h
e

 fe
lt a

 tu
g

 b
e

h
in

d
 h

e
r n

a
ve

l a
s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 w

h
is

k
e

d
 

a
w

a
y
.
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 “I’m

 s
o

 s
o

rry,” A
n

g
e

lin
a

’s
 vo

ic
e

 w
h

is
p

e
re

d
. A

n
g

e
lin

a
's

 vo
ic

e
 

b
ro

k
e

, lik
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

u
p

p
re

s
s
in

g
 a

 s
o

b
. “Y

o
u

 w
e

re
 rig

h
t. W

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 

h
a

ve
 lis

te
n

e
d

 to
 yo

u
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 o
p

e
n

e
d

 h
e

r m
o

u
th

 to
 a

s
k

 A
n

g
e

lin
a

 w
h

a
t s

h
e

 m
e

a
n

t. 

B
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 g

e
t th

e
 q

u
e

stio
n

 o
u

t, a
 h

a
rd

 h
a

n
d

 c
lo

s
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 

h
e

r a
rm

. S
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf d

ra
g

g
e

d
 a

w
a

y
 in

to
 a

 s
m

a
ll ro

o
m

. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
a

t b
e

h
in

d
 a

 la
rg

e
 d

e
s
k

 p
ile

d
 h

ig
h

 w
ith

 p
a

p
e

r-

w
o

rk
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 a

 file
 la

id
 o

p
e

n
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
r th

a
t a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 to
 fe

a
tu

re
 

a
 c

a
le

n
d

a
r. T

h
e

 s
q

u
a

re
s
 w

e
re

 fille
d

 w
ith

 c
h

e
c
k

s
 to

 m
a

rk
 o

ff th
e

 

d
a

ys
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 re

a
lis

e
d

 it w
a

s
 m

id
-N

o
ve

m
b

e
r in

 2
0

0
4

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t 

re
a

lis
e

d
 th

e
 d

a
te

 u
n

til th
a

t m
o

m
e

n
t. 

“M
is

s
 G

ra
n

g
e

r,” H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
a

id
 a

s
 s

h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
, “I a

m
 

q
u

ite
 p

le
a

s
e

d
 I w

a
s
 a

b
le

 to
 k

e
e

p
 yo

u
 in

 th
e

 p
ro

g
ra

m
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 n

o
th

in
g

. S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 w

o
o

d
e

n
ly

 a
t th

e
 w

o
m

a
n

 

b
e

fo
re

 h
e

r. 

“I re
a

lis
e

 th
a

t yo
u

 d
id

 n
o

t c
h

o
o

s
e

 th
is

, b
u

t g
ive

n
 th

e
 s

id
e

 yo
u

 

c
h

o
s
e

 in
 th

e
 w

a
r, s

u
re

ly yo
u

’re
 p

le
a

s
e

d
 to

 h
a

v
e

 yo
u

r m
a

g
ic

a
l a

b
ili-

tie
s a

c
k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
d

.” S
tro

u
d

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
, h

e
r e

ye
s
 b

rig
h

t a
n

d
 

h
e

r e
xp

re
ss

io
n

 s
tra

n
g

e
ly w

a
rm

. “T
h

e
re

 w
ill b

e
 n

o
 
m

o
re

 S
a

c
re

d
 

T
w

e
n

ty
-E

ig
h

t a
fte

r th
is

. F
u

tu
re

 g
e

n
e

ra
tio

n
s
 w

ill s
im

p
ly

 b
e

 m
a

g
ic

a
l. 

I’m
 c

e
rta

in
 yo

u
 c

a
n

 s
e

e
 th

e
 a

d
va

n
ta

g
e

 to
 it.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
to

o
d

 th
e

re
, m

a
rve

lin
g

 in
te

rn
a

lly a
t th

e
 tw

is
te

d
 lo

g
ic

 

th
e

 w
o

m
a

n
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
r e

m
p

lo
y
e

d
 to

 c
le

a
r h

e
r c

o
n

s
c
ie

n
c
e

. 

It to
o

k
 h

e
r s

e
ve

ra
l s

e
c
o

n
d

s
 to

 re
a

lis
e

 th
a

t a
 re

p
ly w

a
s
 in

 o
rd

e
r. 

Ju
d

g
in

g
 b

y S
tro

u
d

’s
 e

x
p

re
s
s
io

n
, e

x
p

e
c
te

d
. 

“Y
o

u
’re

 s
e

n
d

in
g

 m
e

 o
ff to

 b
e

 ra
p

e
d

 a
n

d
 yo

u
 w

a
n

t m
e

 to
 s

e
e

 

th
e

 a
d

va
n

ta
g

e
 to

 it?
” s

h
e

 fin
a

lly s
a

id
, a

rc
h

in
g

 h
e

r e
ye

b
ro

w
s
 u

p
. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

’s e
ye

s
 fla

s
h

e
d

 b
rie

fly a
n

d
 g

re
w

 c
o

ld
. 

“I a
m

 n
o

t re
s
p

o
n

s
ib

le
 fo

r a
ll th

e
 d

e
c
is

io
n

s
 re

g
a

rd
in

g
 s

e
c
u

rity
. 

It m
a

y s
u

rp
ris

e
 yo

u
 to

 h
e

a
r it, b

u
t I a

m
 q

u
ite

 in
v
e

ste
d

 in
 y

o
u

r h
e

a
lth

 

a
n

d
 h

a
p

p
in

e
s
s
.” 

“E
ve

n
 if I w

e
re

 ste
rile

?
” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

n
d

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 th

e
 u

p
s
id

e
 c

a
le

n
d

a
r, try-

in
g

 to
 re

a
d

 th
e

 n
u

m
b

e
rs

 a
n

d
 a

s
c
e

rta
in

 th
e

 e
xa

c
t d

a
te

. T
h

e
 b

rig
h

t 

w
h

ite
 p

a
p

e
r b

lu
rre

d
 in

 h
e

r vis
io

n
 a

n
d

 m
a

d
e

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 a

c
h

e
. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 ro
lle

d
 h

e
r e

y
e

s
 a

n
d

 s
ig

h
e

d
. “C

le
a

rly
 th

e
re

 is
 n

o
 

re
a

s
o

n
in

g
 w

ith
 yo

u
. Y

o
u

 a
re

 s
till to

o
 e

m
o

tio
n

a
l a

b
o

u
t e

ve
ryth

in
g

. 

P
e

rh
a

p
s
 s

o
m

e
d

a
y
, a

 w
itc

h
 w

ith
 y

o
u

r in
te

llig
e

n
c
e

 w
ill c

o
m

e
 to

 a
p

-

p
re

c
ia

te
 w

h
a

t I a
m

 tryin
g

 to
 d

o
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 n

o
th

in
g

. S
h

e
 s

q
u

in
te

d
 a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 re

a
d

 th
e

 c
a

l-

e
n

d
a

r a
g

a
in

. H
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 tw
itc

h
e

d
. 
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A

s
id

e
 fro

m
 th

o
s
e

 w
h

o
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 to
rtu

re
d

 to
 d

e
a

th
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly a

f-

te
r th

e
 fin

a
l b

a
ttle

—
e

ve
ry p

e
rs

o
n

 th
a

t s
h

e
 k

n
e

w
 to

 b
e

 d
e

a
d

 fo
llo

w
-

in
g

 th
e

 w
a

r—
th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 h
a

d
 k

ille
d

 th
e

m
. 

T
h

e
 g

irls
 h

a
d

 w
h

is
p

e
re

d
 to

 h
e

r d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 firs
t fe

w
 n

ig
h

ts
. T

e
ll-

in
g

 h
e

r a
b

o
u

t th
e

 w
o

rld
 o

f h
o

rro
r s

h
e

 h
a

d
 m

is
s
e

d
 w

h
ile

 lo
c
k

e
d

 u
n

-

d
e

r H
o

g
w

a
rts

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t th

o
u

g
h

t h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 s

h
e

 k
n

e
w

. 

S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 s

o
 yo

u
n

g
. 

T
e

rro
r w

e
lle

d
 u

p
 in

s
id

e
 h

e
r. S

h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t s
u

re
 w

h
a

t to
 d

o
 to

 h
a

n
-

d
le

 th
e

 sh
o

c
k

. 

B
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 re

a
c
t—

o
r e

ve
n

 p
ro

c
e

ss
 th

e
 re

a
lis

a
tio

n
—

h
is

 

e
ye

s
 lo

c
k

e
d

 in
to

 h
e

rs
, a

n
d

 h
e

 a
b

ru
p

tly
 s

la
m

m
e

d
 h

is
 w

a
y
 in

to
 h

e
r 

m
in

d
. 

T
h

e
 fo

rc
e

 a
lm

o
s
t m

a
d

e
 h

e
r b

la
c
k

 o
u

t. 

H
is

 m
e

n
ta

l in
tru

s
io

n
 w

a
s
 lik

e
 a

 b
la

d
e

, d
rivin

g
 s

tra
ig

h
t in

to
 h

e
r 

m
e

m
o

rie
s
. H

e
 s

lic
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 fra
g

ile
 b

a
rrie

r th
a

t s
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 

e
re

c
t w

ith
 th

e
 s

h
re

d
s
 o

f in
te

rn
a

l m
a

g
ic

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

u
m

m
o

n
. H

e
 

d
rille

d
 in

to
 h

e
r b

lo
c
k

e
d

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
. 

It w
a

s
 lik

e
 h

a
vin

g
 a

 n
a

il d
rive

n
 in

to
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
. 

T
h

e
 p

re
c
is

io
n

 a
n

d
 th

e
 u

n
re

le
n

tin
g

 fo
rc

e
. 

H
e

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t s

to
p

 tryin
g

 to
 b

re
a

k
 th

ro
u

g
h

. It fe
lt a

lm
o

s
t w

o
rs

e
 

th
a

n
 th

e
 c

ru
c
ia

tu
s
 c

u
rs

e
. It la

s
te

d
 lo

n
g

e
r th

a
n

 th
e

 to
rtu

re
 c

u
rs

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 w
ith

o
u

t d
rivin

g
 th

e
 re

c
ip

ie
n

t in
s
a

n
e

. 

W
h

e
n

 
h

e
 

fin
a

lly
 

s
to

p
p

e
d

, 
s
h

e
 

fo
u

n
d

 
h

e
rs

e
lf 

lyin
g

 
o

n
 

th
e

 

g
ro

u
n

d
. M

a
lfo

y w
a

s
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

ve
r h

e
r, s

ta
rin

g
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r a
s
 s

h
e

 

s
h

u
d

d
e

re
d

 fro
m

 th
e

 tra
u

m
a

 o
f h

is
 in

tru
s
io

n
. 

“S
o

, yo
u

 re
a

lly h
a

ve
 fo

rg
o

tte
n

 e
ve

ryth
in

g
,” h

e
 s

a
id

 a
s
 h

e
 a

p
-

p
ra

is
e

d
 h

e
r. “W

h
a

t is
 it yo

u
 th

in
k

 y
o

u
’re

 p
ro

te
c
tin

g
 in

 th
a

t b
ra

in
 o

f 

yo
u

rs
?

 Y
o

u
 lo

s
t th

e
 w

a
r.” 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t a
n

s
w

e
r. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 a
n

s
w

e
r. 

“O
h

 w
e

ll,” h
e

 s
a

id
, s

tra
ig

h
te

n
in

g
 h

is
 ro

b
e

s s
lig

h
tly. “T

h
e

 D
a

rk
 

L
o

rd
 w

a
s
 k

in
d

 e
n

o
u

g
h

 to
 s

e
n

d
 y

o
u

 to
 m

e
. If e

ve
r yo

u
 d

o
 re

c
o

ve
r 

yo
u

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
, I’ll b

e
 th

e
 firs

t to
 k

n
o

w
.” 

H
e

 s
m

irk
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t b

e
fo

re
 h

is
 fa

c
e

 g
re

w
 

c
o

ld
 a

n
d

 in
d

iffe
re

n
t. T

h
e

n
 h

e
 s

te
p

p
e

d
 o

ve
r h

e
r b

o
d

y a
n

d
 w

a
lk

e
d

 

o
u

t o
f th

e
 ro

o
m

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 h

e
r fe

e
t, s

h
a

k
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e
 m

e
n

-

ta
l a

n
g

u
is

h
 a

n
d

 im
p

o
te

n
t ra

g
e

 s
h

e
 fe

lt. 

S
h

e
 h

a
te

d
 h

im
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
e

ve
r h

a
te

d
 D

ra
c
o

 M
a

lfo
y b

e
fo

re
. 
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 H

e
 h

a
d

 s
im

p
ly

 b
e

e
n

 a
n

 in
d

o
c
trin

a
te

d
 b

u
lly

, a
 s

ym
p

to
m

 o
f a

 

d
is

e
a

s
e

 w
h

ic
h

 o
th

e
rs

 w
e

re
 re

s
p

o
n

s
ib

le
 fo

r. N
o

w
—

s
h

e
 h

a
te

d
 h

im
. 

F
o

r w
h

a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

c
o

m
e

. F
o

r w
h

a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 d
o

n
e

. 

H
e

 o
w

n
e

d
 h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 tra

p
p

e
d

 u
n

d
e

r h
is

 h
e

e
l, a

n
d

 h
e

 in
te

n
d

e
d

 to
 g

rin
d

 h
e

r 

d
o

w
n

 u
n

til h
e

 h
a

d
 w

h
a

t h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
. 

S
h

e
 c

le
n

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r ja
w

 a
s
 s

h
e

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 th

in
k

 p
a

s
t h

e
r 

s
u

d
d

e
n

 ra
g

e
. H

e
r p

la
n

 re
m

a
in

e
d

 th
e

 s
a

m
e

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 to
 fin

d
 a

 w
a

y 

to
 e

sc
a

p
e

 o
r tric

k
 h

im
 in

to
 k

illin
g

 h
e

r. 

H
e

 w
a

s
n

’t w
h

a
t s

h
e

 e
xp

e
c
te

d
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 h

o
p

e
d

 th
a

t th
e

 H
ig

h
 

R
e

e
ve

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 d
rive

n
 b

y e
m

o
tio

n
s
, a

n
d

 a
lth

o
u

g
h

 th
e

 M
a

lfo
y s

h
e

 

h
a

d
 k

n
o

w
n

 in
 s

c
h

o
o

l h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
, n

o
w

 h
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 ic
e

-c
o

ld
. 

W
h

ic
h

, o
f c

o
u

rs
e

, s
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 re

a
lis

e
d

. L
e

g
ilim

e
n

c
y
, o

c
-

c
lu

m
e

n
c
y; th

e
 k

e
y
 to

 th
e

m
 w

a
s
 c

o
n

tro
l. T

h
e

 a
b

ility to
 c

o
m

p
a

rt-

m
e

n
ta

lis
e

 o
n

e
’s

 s
e

lf b
e

h
in

d
 w

a
lls

. 

It w
o

u
ld

 ta
k

e
 c

u
n

n
in

g
 to

 m
a

k
e

 h
im

 s
n

a
p

 e
n

o
u

g
h

 to
 m

a
k

e
 a

 

m
is

ta
k

e
 lik

e
 k

illin
g

 h
e

r. W
h

a
te

ve
r s

h
e

 d
id

, sh
e

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t b

e
 a

b
le

 to
 

a
c
c
o

m
p

lis
h

 it im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t ru

s
h

 it. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t b
e

 

c
a

re
le

ss
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 to

 s
ta

y th
e

re
, w

a
it, a

n
d

 e
n

d
u

re
 w

h
a

t w
a

s
 

to
 c

o
m

e
 u

n
til s

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 a
n

 o
p

e
n

in
g

. 

T
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t h
a

d
 h

e
r s

h
u

d
d

e
rin

g
. H

e
r th

ro
a

t fe
lt tig

h
t a

s
 s

h
e

 

s
w

a
llo

w
e

d
 a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 th

in
k

. 

A
 c

lic
k

 o
f h

e
e

ls
 o

n
 th

e
 w

o
o

d
 flo

o
r d

re
w

 h
e

r a
tte

n
tio

n
. A

 p
e

tite
 

b
lo

n
d

e
 w

itc
h

 s
w

e
p

t in
to

 th
e

 ro
o

m
. S

h
e

 a
n

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t 

e
a

c
h

 o
th

e
r fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l lo
n

g
 m

o
m

e
n

ts
. 

“S
o

, yo
u

’re
 it,” th

e
 w

itc
h

 s
a

id
, e

le
va

tin
g

 h
e

r n
o

s
e

 w
ith

 a
 s

n
iff. 

“T
a

k
e

 th
a

t s
tu

p
id

 h
a

t o
ff a

n
d

 c
o

m
e

 a
lo

n
g

. W
e

 h
a

ve
 to

 re
vie

w
 th

e
 

in
s
tru

c
tio

n
s
 a

ll to
g

e
th

e
r b

e
fo

re
 I c

a
n

 p
u

t yo
u

 a
w

a
y w

h
e

re
 w

e
’re

 to
 

k
e

e
p

 yo
u

.” 

T
h

e
 b

lo
n

d
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 o
n

 h
e

r h
e

e
l a

n
d

 m
a

rc
h

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 o
u

t o
f th

e
 

ro
o

m
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fo

llo
w

e
d

 s
lo

w
ly

. T
h

e
 w

itc
h

 w
a

s
 fa

m
ilia

r. A
 G

re
e

n
-

g
ra

s
s
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t. N
o

t D
a

p
h

n
e

, b
u

t m
a

yb
e

 th
e

 yo
u

n
g

e
r s

is
-

te
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t re

m
e

m
b

e
r h

e
r n

a
m

e
. 

T
h

e
y a

rrive
d

 in
 a

 d
ra

w
in

g
 ro

o
m

. M
a

lfo
y
 w

a
s
 a

lre
a

d
y th

e
re

, re
-

c
lin

in
g

 in
 a

 s
p

in
d

ly lo
o

k
in

g
 c

h
a

ir a
n

d
 lo

o
k

in
g

 b
o

re
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 p
u

lle
d

 th
e

 b
o

n
n

e
t o

ff. 

“S
o

,” s
a

id
 th

e
 w

itc
h

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
s
s
u

m
e

d
 m

u
s
t b

e
 M

a
lfo

y’s
 w

ife
 

a
s
 s

h
e

 s
e

a
te

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf o

n
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 o

th
e

r s
p

in
d

ly c
h

a
irs

. “H
e

a
le

r 

S
tro

u
d

 s
e

n
t o

ve
r a

 p
a

c
k

a
g

e
 o

f in
s
tru

c
tio

n
s
. W

h
o

 k
n

e
w

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
s
 

c
a

m
e

 w
ith

 d
ire

c
tio

n
s
?

 S
o

 c
o

n
v
e

n
ie

n
t, is

n
’t it?

” 

T
h

e
 sa

rc
a

s
m

 in
 th

e
 w

itc
h

’s
 s

h
a

rp
 little

 vo
ic

e
 w

a
s
 b

rittle
. 

30  M
anacled 

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
n

’t s
u

re
 if it w

a
s
 th

e
 c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
 o

r m
e

re
ly th

e
 

fu
tility

 o
f re

sis
ta

n
c
e

 th
a

t c
a

u
s
e

d
 h

e
r to

 o
b

e
y
 a

u
to

m
a

tic
a

lly. 

P
ro

b
a

b
ly

 b
o

th
. 

S
h

e
, a

lo
n

g
 w

ith
 th

e
 re

s
t o

f th
e

 w
o

m
e

n
, u

n
b

u
tto

n
e

d
 h

e
r d

ra
b

 

g
re

y d
re

s
s
 a

n
d

 p
u

lle
d

 o
ff h

e
r u

n
d

e
rg

a
rm

e
n

ts
. T

h
e

y s
to

o
d

 s
h

ive
rin

g
 

in
 th

e
 c

o
ld

 ro
o

m
. T

h
e

re
 w

e
re

 s
e

ve
n

ty
-tw

o
 o

f th
e

m
 le

ft. T
w

e
n

ty h
a

d
 

b
e

e
n

 p
u

lle
d

 b
y
 H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 o

u
t o

f c
o

n
c
e

rn
 th

e
y’d

 s
n

a
p

 lik
e

 th
e

 

s
c
re

a
m

in
g

 g
irl h

a
d

. 

T
h

e
y a

ll s
to

o
d

 n
u

d
e

 b
u

t fo
r th

e
 s

h
in

in
g

 c
o

p
p

e
r b

ra
c
e

le
ts

 o
n

 

th
e

ir w
ris

ts
, fo

ld
in

g
 in

 o
n

 th
e

m
s
e

lve
s
 to

 h
id

e
 th

e
ir b

o
d

ie
s fro

m
 th

e
 

le
e

rin
g

 a
p

p
ra

is
a

ls
 o

f th
e

 g
u

a
rd

s
. 

“D
re

s
s
 in

 th
e

s
e

.” 

W
ith

 a
 flic

k
 o

f h
e

r w
ris

t U
m

b
rid

g
e

 u
n

fu
rle

d
 a

 la
rg

e
 p

ile
 o

f c
lo

th
-

in
g

. B
rig

h
t s

c
a

rle
t d

re
s
s
e

s a
n

d
 ro

b
e

s
. R

e
d

 a
s
 b

lo
o

d
. 

N
o

 u
n

d
e

rg
a

rm
e

n
ts

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 th

in
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 th

a
t s

h
e

 b
a

re
ly m

is
s
e

d
 h

a
vin

g
 a

 

b
ra

 b
u

t th
e

 la
c
k

 o
f u

n
d

e
rw

e
a

r w
a

s
 k

e
e

n
ly

 fe
lt. L

ik
e

 a
 ra

w
 n

e
rve

. 

“A
n

d
 th

e
s
e

, fo
r th

e
 w

in
te

r c
h

ill,” U
m

b
rid

g
e

 s
a

id
, s

m
irk

in
g

, a
s
 

s
h

e
 u

n
fu

rle
d

 a
n

o
th

e
r p

ile
 o

f c
lo

th
in

g
. W

o
o

l th
ig

h
-h

ig
h

 s
to

c
k

in
g

s
. 

T
h

e
n

 U
m

b
rid

g
e

 a
d

d
e

d
 a

 p
ile

 o
f w

h
ite

 b
o

n
n

e
ts

 a
n

d
 s

c
a

rle
t, fla

t-

s
o

le
d

 s
h

o
e

s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 p
u

t e
ve

ryth
in

g
 o

n
. 

T
h

e
 b

o
n

n
e

t w
a

s
 la

s
t. T

h
e

 w
in

g
s
 o

f it b
lo

c
k

e
d

 h
e

r p
e

rip
h

e
ra

l 

vis
io

n
 a

lm
o

s
t e

n
tire

ly
. M

u
ffle

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

rin
g

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 o

n
ly s

e
e

 s
tra

ig
h

t a
h

e
a

d
. If s

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 lo
o

k
 a

t 

a
n

yth
in

g
 to

 th
e

 le
ft o

r rig
h

t, s
h

e
 h

a
d

 to
 tu

rn
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 o

ve
rtly. 

It w
a

s
 a

ll c
a

re
fu

lly
 c

ra
fte

d
 to

 e
n

g
e

n
d

e
r vu

ln
e

ra
b

ility. 

T
h

e
y c

o
u

ld
 b

a
re

ly
 s

e
e

, b
a

re
ly

 h
e

a
r, c

o
u

ld
n

’t re
sis

t, c
o

u
ld

n
’t re

-

fu
s
e

, c
o

u
ld

n
’t e

s
c
a

p
e

. 

T
h

e
ir 

w
e

ll-b
e

in
g

 
w

o
u

ld
 
re

ly
 
e

n
tire

ly
 
u

p
o

n
 

e
n

d
e

a
rin

g
 
th

e
m

-

s
e

lve
s
 to

 w
h

o
m

e
ve

r o
w

n
e

d
 th

e
m

. 

S
o

 th
e

y w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 p
lia

n
t. 

“If yo
u

 le
a

v
e

 th
e

 h
o

m
e

 yo
u

 h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 a
s
s
ig

n
e

d
 to

, yo
u

 a
re

 

re
q

u
ire

d
 to

 w
e

a
r th

e
s
e

 b
o

n
n

e
ts

. Y
o

u
 a

re
 n

o
t to

 b
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

t,” U
m

-

b
rid

g
e

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
e

d
.  “T

h
is

 is
 th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f m

y tra
in

in
g

 fo
r yo

u
. I c

a
n

-

n
o

t w
a

it to
 s

e
e

 th
e

 c
h

ild
re

n
 b

ro
u

g
h

t fo
rth

.” 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

’s
 e

ye
s w

e
re

 lo
c
k

e
d

 o
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s fa
c
e

, th
e

 h
a

tre
d

 

in
 th

e
m

 s
o

 th
ic

k
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
 a

lm
o

s
t fe

e
l it g

la
zin

g
 o

n
 h

e
r s

k
in

. 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 s
m

ile
d

 a
 c

o
ld

, g
le

e
fu

l s
m

ile
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

n
d

 le
ft. 

S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 b

ru
s
h

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 a

rm
. S

o
m

e
o

n
e

 s
o

 c
lo

s
e

 th
a

t 

e
ve

n
 tu

rn
in

g
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t s

e
e

 w
h

o
 it w

a
s
 w

ith
 th

e
 o

b
s
c
u

rin
g

 w
in

g
s
 

in
 th

e
 w

a
y
. 
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 Y

o
u

 w
ill n

o
t o

ffe
n

d
 th

e
 w

iv
e

s
. 

Y
o

u
 w

ill n
o

t re
s
is

t w
h

e
n

 b
e

d
d

e
d

. 

A
fte

r b
e

in
g

 b
e

d
d

e
d

 y
o

u
 w

ill n
o

t m
o

v
e

 fo
r te

n
 m

in
u

te
s
. 

Y
o

u
 w

ill d
o

 e
v
e

ry
th

in
g

 to
 g

e
t p

re
g

n
a

n
t q

u
ic

k
ly

 a
n

d
 p

ro
d

u
c
e

 

h
e

a
lth

y
 c

h
ild

re
n

. 

Y
o

u
 w

ill n
o

t h
a

v
e

 s
e

x
 w

ith
 a

n
y
 m

a
n

 b
u

t th
e

 o
n

e
 d

e
s
ig

n
a

te
d

. 

A
s
 th

e
 d

a
ys

 p
a

s
s
e

d
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

 th
e

 e
ffe

c
t o

f th
e

 in
-

s
tru

c
tio

n
s
 o

n
 th

e
 o

th
e

r w
o

m
e

n
. 

T
h

e
y g

re
w

 q
u

ie
te

r a
n

d
 q

u
ie

te
r. D

u
rin

g
 th

e
 firs

t fe
w

 d
a

y
s
, th

e
re

 

w
e

re
 h

u
s
h

e
d

 w
h

is
p

e
rs

 a
t n

ig
h

t. B
y
 th

e
 th

ird
 d

a
y, th

e
 ro

o
m

s
 w

e
re

 

m
o

s
tly q

u
ie

t a
s
id

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 m

u
ffle

d
 s

o
b

b
in

g
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 k

e
p

t s
lig

h
tly a

p
a

rt fro
m

 a
ll th

e
 o

th
e

rs
. T

h
e

re
 

w
a

s
 a

lw
a

y
s
 a

 g
u

a
rd

 fla
n

k
in

g
 h

e
r. 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 s
ta

y
e

d
 fa

r a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
, a

lth
o

u
g

h
 h

e
r e

ye
s 

w
o

u
ld

 fla
s
h

 to
w

a
rd

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 in
 triu

m
p

h
 e

a
c
h

 tim
e

 a
 n

e
w

 c
o

m
p

u
l-

s
io

n
 w

a
s
 la

id
. 

W
h

a
te

ve
r th

e
 D

a
rk

 m
a

g
ic

 b
e

in
g

 u
s
e

d
 to

 e
n

a
b

le
 th

e
 c

o
m

p
u

l-

s
io

n
 s

p
e

ll w
a

s
, it w

a
s
 d

e
lic

a
te

. W
ith

 e
a

c
h

 n
e

w
 in

s
tru

c
tio

n
, th

e
 h

e
a

l-

e
rs

 w
o

u
ld

 s
w

e
e

p
 in

 a
n

d
 ru

n
 d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

s
 o

ve
r th

e
 g

irls
.   

O
n

e
 
d

a
y
, 

o
n

e
 
o

f 
th

e
 
g

irls
 
a

b
ru

p
tly

 
s
n

a
p

p
e

d
 
a

n
d

 
s
to

o
d

 
u

p
 

s
c
re

a
m

in
g

. S
h

e
 s

e
ize

d
 h

e
r c

h
a

ir a
n

d
 w

h
ip

p
e

d
 it u

p
 in

to
 th

e
 a

ir b
e

-

fo
re

 s
m

a
s
h

in
g

 it d
o

w
n

 o
n

to
 th

e
 w

o
m

a
n

 b
e

s
id

e
 h

e
r. B

y
 th

e
 tim

e
 th

e
 

g
u

a
rd

s
 h

a
d

 s
tu

n
n

e
d

 th
e

 sc
re

a
m

in
g

 g
irl a

n
d

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 h
e

r a
w

a
y
, th

e
 

w
o

m
a

n
’s

 s
h

o
u

ld
e

r w
a

s
 s

h
a

tte
re

d
. 

T
h

e
re

 m
a

y
 h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

 fu
rth

e
r in

s
tru

c
tio

n
s
 p

la
n

n
e

d
, b

u
t a

fte
r 

th
a

t 
e

ve
n

t, 
H

e
a

le
r 

S
tro

u
d

 
d

e
c
id

e
d

 
th

a
t 

w
h

a
t 

h
a

d
 

b
e

e
n

 
p

ro
-

g
ra

m
m

e
d

 w
ith

 w
a

s
 s

u
ffic

ie
n

t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 la
y
 in

 th
e

 d
a

rk
 e

a
c
h

 n
ig

h
t a

n
d

 p
lo

tte
d

. 

If s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
s
c
a

p
e

, h
e

r b
e

s
t h

o
p

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 o

f d
yin

g
 a

t th
e

 

w
a

n
d

-p
o

in
t o

f th
e

 H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
. 

H
e

 w
a

s
, fro

m
 w

h
a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

b
le

 to
 g

a
th

e
r, ve

ry 

q
u

ic
k

 to
 m

u
rd

e
r. If s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 p
ro

vo
k

e
 h

im
 to

 a
c
t w

ith
o

u
t th

in
k

in
g

, 

h
e

 m
ig

h
t k

ill h
e

r b
e

fo
re

 h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
to

p
 h

im
s
e

lf. 

If s
h

e
—

s
u

c
c
e

e
d

e
d

, V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt m
ig

h
t th

e
n

 k
ill th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

. 

M
a

k
in

g
 th

e
 w

o
rld

 a
 b

e
tte

r p
la

c
e

 b
y fa

r. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 to
 b

e
 q

u
ic

k
 a

b
o

u
t it. C

le
ve

r. If h
e

 w
e

re
 a

s
 g

o
o

d
 

a
 le

g
ilim

e
n

s
 a

s
 S

n
a

p
e

 c
la

im
e

d
, th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 w
o

u
ld

 fin
d

 th
e

 in
-

te
n

tio
n

 in
 h

e
r m

in
d

. 

P
e

rh
a

p
s
 it w

o
u

ld
n

’t m
a

tte
r. 

S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 s

o
 h

a
te

-fille
d

—
th

e
y w

e
re

 p
ro

b
a

b
ly fa

r q
u

ic
k

e
r w

ith
 

th
e

ir e
m

o
tio

n
s
 th

a
n

 th
e

ir re
a

s
o

n
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 u
s
e

 th
a

t to
 h

e
r a

d
-

va
n

ta
g

e
 a

n
d

 d
ra

w
 a

 n
o

o
s
e

 a
ro

u
n

d
 b

o
th

 th
e

ir n
e

c
k

s
. 

“S
trip

,” U
m

b
rid

g
e

 sa
id

 s
e

ve
ra

l d
a

ys
 la

te
r. 
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anacled 

 “Ju
s
t re

a
d

 it, A
s
to

ria
,” M

a
lfo

y
 s

a
id

, g
la

n
c
in

g
 b

rie
fly to

w
a

rd
 th

e
 

w
itc

h
 w

ith
 a

 s
n

e
e

r. 

A
s
to

ria
. S

o
 th

a
t w

a
s
 th

e
 n

a
m

e
 o

f M
a

lfo
y
’s

 w
ife

. 

“L
e

t’s
 s

e
e

. N
o

 c
u

rs
in

g
 o

r to
rtu

rin
g

 o
r p

h
ys

ic
a

lly a
b

u
s
in

g
 h

e
r. 

S
h

e
’s

 to
 b

e
 k

e
p

t fe
d

. W
e

 c
a

n
 m

a
k

e
 h

e
r w

o
rk

, b
u

t n
o

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 s
ix 

h
o

u
rs

 a
 d

a
y
. A

n
d

 s
h

e
’s

 to
 s

p
e

n
d

 a
t le

a
s
t a

n
 h

o
u

r o
u

ts
id

e
 e

a
c
h

 d
a

y
.” 

A
s
to

ria
 la

u
g

h
e

d
 s

o
m

e
w

h
a

t m
a

n
ic

a
lly. 

“It’s
 ra

th
e

r lik
e

 k
e

e
p

in
g

 c
ru

p
s
, is

n
’t it?

 W
h

o
 k

n
e

w
?
 A

h
 ye

s
. H

o
w

 

d
e

lig
h

tfu
l. W

e
’ll g

e
t a

n
 o

w
l e

ve
ry m

o
n

th
 o

n
 th

e
 five

 d
a

ys
 y

o
u

’re
 re

-

q
u

ire
d

 to
—

p
e

rfo
rm

, D
ra

c
o

. H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 h
a

s
 in

c
lu

d
e

d
 a

 little
 p

e
r-

s
o

n
a

l n
o

te
 h

e
re

, m
e

n
tio

n
in

g
 th

a
t d

u
e

 to
 th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
’s

 s
p

e
c
ific

 

in
te

re
st in

 th
e

 M
a

lfo
y
 F

a
m

ily a
n

d
 th

e
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

, s
h

e
 w

ill b
e

 c
o

m
in

g
 

in
 p

e
rs

o
n

 e
ve

ry m
o

n
th

 to
 s

e
e

 w
h

e
th

e
r yo

u
’re

 s
u

c
c
e

s
s
fu

l.” 

A
s
to

ria
 lo

o
k

e
d

 s
o

 n
e

a
rly h

y
s
te

ric
a

l th
a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 s

u
r-

p
ris

e
d

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t s

ta
rte

d
 s

c
re

a
m

in
g

 a
n

d
 s

m
a

s
h

in
g

 a
 c

h
a

ir. 

“L
is

te
n

 to
 th

is
. I’m

 a
llo

w
e

d
 to

 w
a

tc
h

! Y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
, to

 m
a

k
e

 s
u

re
 

e
ve

ryth
in

g
 is

 e
n

tire
ly c

lin
ic

a
l b

e
tw

e
e

n
 yo

u
 a

n
d

 th
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
.” 

A
s
to

ria
 tu

rn
e

d
 s

h
o

c
k

in
g

ly p
a

le
. H

e
r b

lu
e

 e
ye

s
 lo

o
k

e
d

 a
lm

o
s
t 

d
e

ra
n

g
e

d
. H

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 w

e
re

 s
h

a
k

in
g

, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 c
ru

m
p

le
d

 u
p

 th
e

 p
a

-

p
e

rs
 in

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 a

n
d

 s
m

a
c
k

e
d

 th
e

m
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 th

e
 te

a
 ta

b
le

. 

“I w
ill n

o
t,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
, h

e
r vo

ic
e

 ra
zo

r-e
d

g
e

d
 a

n
d

 vib
ra

tin
g

. “If 

yo
u

 o
b

je
c
t, yo

u
 c

a
n

 d
ra

g
 m

e
 in

 fro
n

t o
f th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 h

im
s
e

lf b
e

-

fo
re

 y
o

u
 A

va
d

a
 m

e
. I w

ill n
o

t w
a

tc
h

!” 

S
h

e
 d

id
 s

c
re

a
m

 th
e

 la
s
t b

it. 

“D
o

 w
h

a
t y

o
u

 w
is

h
, ju

s
t s

h
u

t u
p

!” M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

, h
is

 to
n

e
 vic

io
u

s
 

a
s
 h

e
 s

to
o

d
 u

p
 a

n
d

 s
tro

d
e

 fro
m

 th
e

 ro
o

m
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
to

o
d

 fro
ze

n
 n

e
a

r th
e

 w
a

ll. 

A
s
to

ria
 s

a
t s

h
a

k
in

g
 in

 h
e

r c
h

a
ir fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 

s
p

o
k

e
 to

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 

“M
y
 m

o
th

e
r b

re
d

 c
ru

p
s
. P

re
tty little

 th
in

g
s
,“ A

s
to

ria
 s

a
id

. “S
u

c
h

 

fu
n

 to
 s

e
e

 it d
o

n
e

 n
o

w
 w

ith
 w

iza
rd

s
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 n

o
th

in
g

. S
h

e
 ju

s
t s

to
o

d
 b

y th
e

 w
a

ll tryin
g

 n
o

t to
 

m
o

ve
. W

illin
g

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 n
o

t to
 s

p
a

s
m

. I a
m

 p
re

te
n

d
in

g
 to

 b
e

 a
 

tre
e

, sh
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t fa

in
tly to

 h
e

rs
e

lf. 

F
in

a
lly A

s
to

ria
 s

to
o

d
 u

p
. 

“I’ll s
h

o
w

 yo
u

 yo
u

r ro
o

m
. Y

o
u

 c
a

n
 d

o
 w

h
a

te
ve

r yo
u

 w
a

n
t, b

u
t I 

d
o

n
’t w

a
n

t to
 s

e
e

 yo
u

. I u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

 th
a

t th
o

s
e

 b
ra

c
e

le
ts

 yo
u

 h
a

ve
 

k
e

e
p

 yo
u

 fro
m

 a
n

y
 tro

u
b

le
.” 

T
h

e
y w

e
n

t d
o

w
n

 a
 lo

n
g

 h
a

llw
a

y a
n

d
 th

e
n

 th
ro

u
g

h
 a

 n
a

rro
w

, 

p
a

rtly c
o

n
c
e

a
le

d
 d

o
o

r th
a

t le
d

 to
 a

 w
in

d
in

g
 s

e
rva

n
t’s

 s
ta

irw
a

y. A
fte

r 

a
s
c
e

n
d

in
g

 th
re

e
 flo

o
rs

, th
e

y re
-e

n
te

re
d

 in
to

 a
 la

rg
e

r, m
a

in
 h

a
llw

a
y 

o
f th

e
 h

o
u

s
e

. T
h

e
y
 w

e
re

 in
 a

 d
iffe

re
n

t w
in

g
. T

h
e

 w
in

d
o

w
s
 w

e
re

 a
ll 
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h
e

a
vily d

ra
p

e
d

. It w
a

s
 c

o
ld

 a
n

d
 s

h
ro

u
d

e
d

; th
e

 fu
rn

itu
re

 a
ll c

o
ve

re
d

 

w
ith

 w
h

ite
 d

u
s
t s

h
e

e
ts

. 

“T
h

is
 w

in
g

 is
 u

n
o

c
c
u

p
ie

d
,” A

s
to

ria
 s

a
id

 a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 it w
e

re
n

’t 

o
b

vio
u

s
. “W

e
 h

a
v
e

 m
o

re
 s

e
rv

a
n

ts
 th

a
n

 w
e

 n
e

e
d

. S
ta

y
 h

e
re

 a
n

d
 o

u
t 

o
f s

ig
h

t u
n

le
s
s
 yo

u
’re

 c
a

lle
d

 fo
r. T

h
e

 p
o

rtra
its

 w
ill k

e
e

p
 a

n
 e

ye
 o

n
 

yo
u

.” A
s
to

ria
 p

u
s
h

e
d

 o
p

e
n

 a
 d

o
o

r. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 in

. It w
a

s
 a

 

la
rg

e
 b

e
d

ro
o

m
. A

 c
a

n
o

p
ie

d
 b

e
d

 s
a

t in
 th

e
 c

e
n

te
r a

n
d

 a
 s

in
g

le
 w

in
g

-

b
a

c
k

e
d

 c
h

a
ir n

e
a

r th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
. A

 la
rg

e
 w

a
rd

ro
b

e
 s

a
t a

g
a

in
s
t o

n
e

 

w
a

ll. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 ru

g
. A

 p
o

rtra
it h

u
n

g
 o

n
 th

e
 w

a
ll. N

o
 b

o
o

k
s
. 

E
ve

ryth
in

g
 w

a
s
 c

o
ld

 a
n

d
 b

a
re

. 

“If yo
u

 n
e

e
d

 a
n

yth
in

g
, c

a
ll a

 h
o

u
s
e

-e
lf,” A

s
to

ria
 s

a
id

 b
e

fo
re

 

p
u

llin
g

 th
e

 d
o

o
r s

h
u

t. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lis
te

n
e

d
 to

 h
e

r re
tre

a
tin

g
 fo

o
t-

s
te

p
s
. 

B
e

in
g

 s
u

d
d

e
n

ly
 le

ft u
n

s
u

p
e

rvis
e

d
 w

ith
o

u
t b

e
in

g
 in

 a
 c

e
ll fe

lt 

d
is

o
rie

n
tin

g
. T

h
e

 s
u

d
d

e
n

 c
h

a
n

g
e

 s
im

u
lta

n
e

o
u

s
ly th

rillin
g

 a
n

d
 te

rri-

fyin
g

, a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
’d

 s
u

d
d

e
n

ly
 ju

m
p

e
d

  o
ff a

 c
liff. 

S
h

e
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r b

o
n

n
e

t o
n

 th
e

 flo
o

r n
e

x
t to

 th
e

 d
o

o
r a

n
d

 

w
a

lk
e

d
 o

ve
r to

 a
 w

in
d

o
w

. T
h

e
 c

o
ld

, w
in

try
 c

o
u

n
trys

id
e

 s
tre

tc
h

e
d

 

o
u

t a
s
 fa

r a
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
e

e
. A

s
 s

h
e

 to
o

k
 it in

, s
h

e
 c

o
n

s
id

e
re

d
 th

e
 

s
itu

a
tio

n
. 

M
a

lfo
y a

n
d

 A
s
to

ria
 c

le
a

rly d
is

lik
e

d
 e

a
c
h

 o
th

e
r. 

It w
a

s
 h

a
rd

ly s
u

rp
ris

in
g

. A
s
 if p

u
re

-b
lo

o
d

 a
rra

n
g

e
d

 m
a

rria
g

e
s 

w
e

re
n

’t a
lre

a
d

y d
y
s
fu

n
c
tio

n
a

l e
n

o
u

g
h

, h
a

vin
g

 th
e

m
 a

rra
n

g
e

d
 b

y 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt fo
r th

e
 s

o
le

 p
u

rp
o

s
e

 o
f re

p
ro

d
u

c
tio

n
 h

a
d

 to
 h

a
ve

 s
m

o
th

-

e
re

d
 a

n
y p

o
te

n
tia

l s
p

a
rk

. E
s
p

e
c
ia

lly
 a

fte
r th

e
y
 fa

ile
d

 to
 re

p
ro

d
u

c
e

. 

A
s
to

ria
 d

id
 n

o
t s

e
e

m
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 a

fra
id

 o
f M

a
lfo

y, so
 p

re
su

m
-

a
b

ly 
h

e
 
w

a
s
n

’t 
s
o

 
s
h

o
rt-te

m
p

e
re

d
 
a

s
 
to

 
b

e
 
vio

le
n

t 
to

 
h

e
r. S

h
e

 

s
e

e
m

e
d

 la
rg

e
ly re

s
e

n
tfu

l o
f a

n
d

 in
d

iffe
re

n
t to

 h
im

. 

H
e

 d
id

 n
o

t a
p

p
e

a
r to

 b
e

 a
n

 a
tte

n
tive

 h
u

s
b

a
n

d
 b

y a
n

y s
tre

tc
h

 

o
f th

e
 im

a
g

in
a

tio
n

. H
is

 re
g

a
rd

 fo
r A

s
to

ria
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 b
e

 a
lo

n
g

 th
e

 

lin
e

s
 o

f fin
d

in
g

 h
e

r to
 b

e
 a

 p
e

s
t h

e
 w

a
s
 o

b
lig

e
d

 to
 e

n
d

u
re

. 

W
h

a
te

ve
r A

s
to

ria
 m

a
y fe

e
l a

b
o

u
t h

e
r h

u
s
b

a
n

d
 o

r m
a

rria
g

e
, 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 p

re
s
e

n
c
e

 a
s
 a

 s
u

rro
g

a
te

 c
le

a
rly

 s
tu

n
g

. S
h

e
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 d

e
-

te
rm

in
e

d
 to

 ig
n

o
re

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 e

xis
te

n
c
e

 in
a

s
m

u
c
h

 a
s
 s

h
e

 p
o

s
s
ib

ly 

c
o

u
ld

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
h

a
d

 
n

o
 
o

b
je

c
tio

n
. T

h
e

 
fe

w
e

r 
p

la
y
e

rs
 
s
h

e
 
h

a
d

 
to

 

w
o

rry a
b

o
u

t, th
e

 b
e

tte
r. If s

h
e

 h
a

d
 to

 w
o

rry a
b

o
u

t fe
n

d
in

g
 o

ff o
r 

a
p

p
e

a
s
in

g
 A

s
to

ria
 it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

n
 a

d
d

itio
n

a
l c

h
a

lle
n

g
e

. If A
s
to

ria
 

w
e

re
 a

tte
n

tive
 to

 h
e

r h
u

s
b

a
n

d
, it w

o
u

ld
 m

a
k

e
 e

s
c
a

p
in

g
 o

r fin
d

in
g

 

a
 w

a
y
 to

 m
a

n
ip

u
la

te
 M

a
lfo

y
 fa

r m
o

re
 c

h
a

lle
n

g
in

g
. If A

s
to

ria
 w

a
s
 

p
rim

a
rily p

re
o

c
c
u

p
ie

d
 b

y
 p

re
te

n
d

in
g

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

n
’t e

xis
t, it w

a
s
 

th
e

 e
a

s
ie

s
t s

c
e

n
a

rio
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

o
u

ld
 k

e
e

p
 o

u
t o

f s
ig

h
t, in

 th
e
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anacled 

 T
h

a
t c

o
u

ld
n

’t b
e

 a
ll th

e
 n

e
w

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 d

id
. In

la
yin

g
 a

 b
a

rrie
r 

c
h

a
rm

 w
a

s
 s

im
p

le
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 m

a
g

ic
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 m
o

re
 c

o
m

-

p
le

x a
b

o
u

t th
e

 n
e

w
 s

e
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

n
d

 fid
g

e
te

d
 th

e
m

 a
g

a
in

. 

“T
h

e
s
e

 n
e

w
 b

ra
c
e

le
ts

 w
ill k

e
e

p
 yo

u
 s

a
fe

 a
n

d
 e

n
s
u

re
 th

e
 h

o
u

s
e

-

h
o

ld
s
 yo

u
 a

re
 s

e
n

t to
 c

a
n

 ta
k

e
 g

o
o

d
 c

a
re

 o
f yo

u
. T

h
e

 h
e

a
d

 o
f e

a
c
h

 

h
o

u
s
e

h
o

ld
 w

ill c
a

rry
 a

 c
h

a
rm

 th
a

t a
llo

w
s
 th

e
m

 to
 a

lw
a

y
s
 fin

d
 yo

u
 

a
n

d
 k

n
o

w
 if yo

u
 a

re
 e

ve
r in

 a
n

y d
a

n
g

e
r. G

ive
n

“—
U

m
b

rid
g

e
 s

m
ile

d
 

s
w

e
e

tly,—
“th

e
 d

a
n

g
e

ro
u

s
, vo

la
tile

 n
a

tu
re

 c
o

m
m

o
n

 a
m

o
n

g
 M

u
g

-

g
le

s
, th

e
y w

ill k
e

e
p

 y
o

u
 fro

m
 c

o
m

m
ittin

g
 a

n
y a

c
ts

 o
f vio

le
n

c
e

 o
n

 

a
n

yo
n

e
, in

c
lu

d
in

g
 y

o
u

rs
e

lve
s
. T

h
e

y w
ill h

e
lp

 yo
u

 to
 u

n
w

a
v
e

rin
g

ly 

o
b

e
y th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 in

 th
is

 g
e

n
e

ro
u

s
 o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity h

e
 h

a
s
 g

ive
n

 yo
u

.” 

S
e

ve
ra

l w
o

m
e

n
 w

e
re

 a
u

d
ib

ly
 s

o
b

b
in

g
. 

“T
h

e
s
e

 a
re

 s
u

c
h

 im
p

o
rta

n
t w

iza
rd

s
 th

a
t yo

u
 w

ill b
e

 s
e

rv
in

g
, a

f-

te
r a

ll. W
e

 d
o

n
’t w

a
n

t a
n

y m
is

ta
k

e
s
 o

r a
c
c
id

e
n

ts
 in

c
o

n
v
e

n
ie

n
c
in

g
 

th
e

m
.” 

A
 b

a
rrie

r c
h

a
rm

, p
o

s
s
ib

ly
 s

o
m

e
 k

in
d

 o
f c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
 s

p
e

ll, a
n

d
 

p
a

ire
d

 w
ith

 a
 m

o
n

ito
r e

n
c
h

a
n

tm
e

n
t—

th
a

t w
a

s
 w

h
a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt 

u
n

d
e

r th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
—

a
 m

o
n

ito
r p

ie
c
e

, tra
c
k

in
g

 h
e

r p
h

ys
ic

a
l w

e
ll-

b
e

in
g

. 

M
o

n
ito

r 
e

n
c
h

a
n

tm
e

n
ts

 
w

e
re

 
c
o

m
m

o
n

ly
 
u

s
e

d
 
in

 
th

e
 
p

s
yc

h
 

w
a

rd
s
 o

f h
o

s
p

ita
ls

 to
 a

le
rt h

e
a

le
rs

 w
h

e
n

 p
a

tie
n

ts
 w

e
re

 lik
e

ly to
 in

-

ju
re

 th
e

m
s
e

lve
s o

r a
c
t o

u
t. It tra

c
k

e
d

 h
e

a
rt ra

te
 a

n
d

 h
o

rm
o

n
e

s
, 

p
ic

k
in

g
 u

p
 s

p
ik

e
s
 a

n
d

 s
u

rg
e

s
. C

o
m

p
le

x o
n

e
s
 e

ve
n

 ta
p

p
e

d
 s

lig
h

tly 

in
to

 th
e

 c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
n

e
s
s
. It w

a
s
n

’t m
in

d
 re

a
d

in
g

 e
xa

c
tly, b

u
t it g

a
ve

 

a
n

 im
p

re
ss

io
n

 o
n

 th
e

 w
e

a
re

r’s
 s

ta
te

 a
n

d
 in

c
lin

a
tio

n
s
. 

T
ryin

g
 

to
 

c
o

m
m

it 
s
u

ic
id

e
 

o
r 

e
sc

a
p

e
 

w
ith

o
u

t 
a

n
y 

typ
e

 
o

f 

w
e

a
p

o
n

, tra
p

p
e

d
 u

n
d

e
r a

 s
o

rt o
f c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
 s

p
e

ll, w
ith

o
u

t a
n

y 

m
e

n
ta

l in
d

ic
a

tio
n

 o
r s

p
ik

e
 in

 h
e

a
rt ra

te
—

it w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 n
e

a
rly im

p
o

s
-

s
ib

le
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

to
o

d
 fro

ze
n

 in
 th

e
 G

re
a

t H
a

ll a
s
 s

h
e

 a
b

s
o

rb
e

d
 it. 

T
h

e
 d

a
ys

 m
e

rg
e

d
 to

g
e

th
e

r in
to

 a
 h

a
ze

 o
f d

re
a

d
. 

T
h

e
y w

e
re

 tra
in

e
d

. 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
o

ld
 w

h
a

t lo
o

k
e

d
 lik

e
 a

 s
m

a
ll la

n
te

rn
 a

n
d

 is
-

s
u

e
 a

n
 in

s
tru

c
tio

n
. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 fin
is

h
e

d
 s

p
e

a
k

in
g

, th
e

 la
n

te
rn

 w
o

u
ld

 

g
lo

w
 s

lig
h

tly a
n

d
 th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 w

o
u

ld
 g

ro
w

 w
a

rm
 a

s
 m

a
g

ic
 s

a
n

k
 

in
. 

In
g

ra
in

in
g

 c
o

m
p

u
ls

io
n

s
 in

to
 th

e
ir m

in
d

s
. 

It w
a

s
 d

o
n

e
 g

ra
d

u
a

lly
. It s

e
e

m
e

d
 th

a
t e

a
c
h

 in
s
tru

c
tio

n
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 

tim
e

 to
 ta

k
e

 ro
o

t in
 th

e
ir p

s
yc

h
e

s
. T

o
 m

o
u

ld
 th

e
ir b

e
h

a
vio

r. 

Y
o

u
 w

ill b
e

 q
u

ie
t. 

Y
o

u
 w

ill b
e

 o
b

e
d

ie
n

t. 

Y
o

u
 w

ill n
o

t h
u

rt a
n

y
o

n
e

. 
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 O

f g
re

a
te

r c
o

n
c
e

rn
 to

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 th

e
 c

o
ld

 o
b

je
c
t b

e
n

e
a

th
 

th
e

 m
e

ta
l th

a
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l p
re

s
s
in

g
 s

lig
h

tly a
g

a
in

s
t h

e
r in

n
e

r 

w
ris

ts
. T

h
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 w

e
re

 s
o

 c
lo

s
e

ly
-fitte

d
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t p

e
e

r u
n

d
e

r 

to
 d

is
c
e

rn
 w

h
a

t it w
a

s
. It w

a
s
 c

le
a

r—
th

e
 re

a
s
o

n
 th

e
y h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 

s
tu

n
n

e
d

 w
a

s
 in

 o
rd

e
r to

 re
m

o
ve

 a
n

d
 re

p
la

c
e

 th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
. P

re
-

s
u

m
a

b
ly w

ith
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 w
o

rs
e

 th
a

n
 w

h
a

t th
e

y a
lre

a
d

y h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
. 

T
h

e
 c

lo
c
k

 o
n

 th
e

 w
a

ll in
d

ic
a

te
d

 th
a

t h
o

u
rs

 h
a

d
 p

a
s
s
e

d
 s

in
c
e

 

th
e

 s
tu

n
n

in
g

 h
a

d
 s

ta
rte

d
. W

h
a

te
ve

r th
e

 p
ro

c
e

s
s
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

, it h
a

d
 

ta
k

e
n

 tim
e

. 

A
 la

rg
e

 ta
b

le
 h

a
d

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 in

 th
e

 G
re

a
t H

a
ll, c

o
ve

re
d

 w
ith

 

w
e

a
p

o
n

s
. 

It c
o

u
ld

n
’t h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 a
 m

o
re

 o
b

vio
u

s
 tra

p
. 

E
ve

ryo
n

e
 sto

o
d

 c
a

u
tio

u
s
ly a

n
d

 ju
s
t s

ta
re

d
. 

“C
o

m
e

 fo
rw

a
rd

,” U
m

b
rid

g
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 c

o
a

x
in

g
 vo

ic
e

, b
e

c
k

o
n

in
g

 

fro
m

 b
e

sid
e

 th
e

 ta
b

le
. “C

o
m

e
 o

n
. C

o
m

e
 s

e
e

.” 

N
o

 o
n

e
 m

o
ve

d
. 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 d

is
a

p
p

o
in

te
d

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 c
le

a
rly h

o
p

e
d

 s
o

m
e

-

o
n

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 fo

o
lis

h
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 ru
s
h

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e

 ta
b

le
 a

n
d

 try a
rm

-

in
g

 th
e

m
s
e

lve
s
. 

“Y
o

u
 th

e
re

. C
o

m
e

 h
e

re
.” U

m
b

rid
g

e
 p

o
in

te
d

 a
t a

 g
irl in

 th
e

 

c
ro

w
d

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t th

e
 g

irl m
ig

h
t h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

 in
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s 

ye
a

r. M
a

fa
ld

a
, s

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t, fro

m
 S

ly
th

e
rin

. 

T
h

e
 g

irl o
b

e
y
e

d
 s

lo
w

ly, c
rin

g
in

g
 in

 a
p

p
re

h
e

n
s
io

n
. 

“L
ift s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 u
p

,” U
m

b
rid

g
e

 o
rd

e
re

d
 h

e
r. 

M
a

fa
ld

a
 re

a
c
h

e
d

 fo
rw

a
rd

 s
lo

w
ly, b

u
t w

h
e

n
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
 g

o
t w

ith
in

 

a
 fe

w
 c

e
n

tim
e

tre
s o

f a
 k

n
ife

, s
h

e
 a

b
ru

p
tly s

n
a

tc
h

e
d

 it b
a

c
k

 w
ith

 a
 

c
ry. 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 s
m

ile
d

 in
 triu

m
p

h
. 

“E
ve

ryo
n

e
 n

o
w

, c
o

m
e

 re
a

c
h

. S
e

e
 w

h
a

t h
a

p
p

e
n

s
.” 

T
h

e
 
w

o
m

e
n

 
a

ll 
s
h

u
ffle

d
 
fo

rw
a

rd
 

re
lu

c
ta

n
tly

. 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
 
a

p
-

p
ro

a
c
h

e
d

 in
 g

ro
w

in
g

 d
re

a
d

, h
e

r m
in

d
 s

p
e

c
u

la
tin

g
. T

h
e

re
 m

u
s
t h

a
v
e

 

b
e

e
n

 a
 b

a
rrie

r c
h

a
rm

 a
d

d
e

d
 to

 th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
; s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 th
a

t p
re

-

ve
n

te
d

 th
e

m
 fro

m
 g

e
ttin

g
 c

lo
s
e

 to
 c

e
rta

in
 o

b
je

c
ts

. 

S
h

e
 e

xte
n

d
e

d
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
 fro

m
 a

 c
o

n
s
id

e
ra

b
le

 d
is

ta
n

c
e

 a
n

d
 a

p
-

p
ro

a
c
h

e
d

 s
lo

w
ly

. W
h

e
n

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 w
e

re
 w

ith
in

 te
n

 c
e

n
tim

e
te

rs
 o

f 

a
 d

a
g

g
e

r o
n

 th
e

 ta
b

le
, a

 b
u

rn
in

g
 s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

 b
e

g
a

n
 e

n
v
e

lo
p

in
g

 th
e

m
. 

S
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
 a

w
a

y b
itte

rly
. H

e
r o

p
tio

n
s
 if s

h
e
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ra
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: c
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p
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 c
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c
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 b
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 c
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 d
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 c
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 c
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c
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 d
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 c
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 c
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r c
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th

 w
a

s
 th

a
t n

o
 o

th
e

r c
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 C
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c
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 c
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c
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 c
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 c
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 c
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c
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 c
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 c
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 b
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 c
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c
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n
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t. 

M
a

yb
e

 th
e

re
 w

a
s
 s

till a
 R

e
s
is

ta
n

c
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 c
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h
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id

, g
la

rin
g

 ve
n

o
m

o
u

s
ly a

t H
e

rm
i-

o
n

e
. T

h
e

y h
e

sita
te

d
. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 p

e
rip

h
e

ry o
f H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 vi-

s
io

n
. “D

o
 it,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 s
h

a
rp

 n
o

d
 o

f a
p

p
ro

va
l. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 k

n
o

c
k

e
d

 o
u

t b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 b

ra
c
e

 h
e

rs
e

lf. 

“R
e

n
n

e
rv

a
te

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

t u
p

 g
ro

g
g

ily
. S

h
e

'd
 b

e
e

n
 m

o
ve

d
, a

n
d

 fo
u

n
d

 h
e

r-

s
e

lf lyin
g

 b
e

sid
e

 th
e

 re
st o

f th
e

 g
irls

. 

T
h

e
y w

e
re

 la
id

 o
u

t in
 ro

w
s
. S

o
m

e
 w

e
re

 s
till u

n
c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
, a

n
d

 

th
e

 g
u

a
rd

s
 w

e
n

t d
o

w
n

 th
e

 lin
e

 w
a

k
in

g
 th

e
m

. O
th

e
rs

 w
e

re
 s

ittin
g

, 

s
ta

rin
g

 
a

t 
th

e
 
m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 
a

ro
u

n
d

 
th

e
ir 

w
ris

ts
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
lo

o
k

e
d

 

d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r o

w
n

. T
h

e
 m

a
g

ic
a

l b
ra

c
e

le
ts

 lo
o

k
e

d
 d

iffe
re

n
t; a

 b
it 

w
id

e
r, 

a
n

d
 

n
o

w
 

w
ith

o
u

t 
a

n
y 

c
la

s
p

. 
A

 
p

e
rfe

c
t 

c
irc

le
 

o
f 

c
o

p
p

e
r 

w
ra

p
p

e
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 e

a
c
h

 w
ris

t. 

“P
ro

p
e

rty o
f th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

” w
a

s
 e

n
g

ra
v
e

d
 in

to
 th

e
 s

h
in

in
g

 

s
u

rfa
c
e

 o
f b

o
th

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
. 
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 T
h

e
 d

a
ys

 p
a

s
s
e

d
 s

lo
w

ly
. N

o
n

e
 o

f th
e

 p
ris

o
n

e
rs

 b
ro

u
g

h
t in

to
 th

e
 

h
o

s
p

ita
l w

in
g

 d
a

re
d

 s
p

e
a

k
 to

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
ith

 th
e

 g
u

a
rd

s
 c

o
n

s
ta

n
tly 

b
e

s
id

e
 h

e
r b

e
d

. 

H
e

a
le

rs
 a

rrive
d

 s
e

ve
ra

l tim
e

s
 a

 d
a

y
 to

 a
p

p
ra

is
e

 a
n

d
 tre

a
t h

e
r. 

T
h

e
y to

o
k

 via
ls

 o
f b

lo
o

d
 a

n
d

 a
 b

it o
f h

a
ir a

w
a

y
 fo

r a
n

a
lys

is
. A

 th
e

r-

a
p

is
t a

rrive
d

 to
 tre

a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fo

r th
e

 to
rtu

re
. F

o
r th

e
 tre

m
o

rs
. 

E
ve

n
tu

a
lly m

o
s
t o

f th
e

 in
te

rm
itte

n
t s

p
a

s
m

in
g

 s
to

p
p

e
d

. H
e

rm
i-

o
n

e
’s 

fin
g

e
rs

 
s
till 

te
n

d
e

d
 

to
 

tw
itc

h
 

s
p

a
s
tic

a
lly 

a
t 

u
n

e
x
p

e
c
te

d
 

s
o

u
n

d
s
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t u
s
e

d
 to

 n
o

is
e

 a
n

ym
o

re
. 

S
h

e
 re

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 life

 b
e

in
g

 fu
ll o

f n
o

is
e

 in
 th

e
 p

a
s
t; in

 c
la

s
s
e

s
, 

a
t m

e
a

ls
, in

 th
e

 h
o

s
p

ita
l w

a
rd

 a
fte

r b
a

ttle
s
. N

o
w

 a
n

y
 u

n
e

xp
e

c
te

d
 

s
o

u
n

d
 c

a
u

g
h

t h
e

r o
ff-g

u
a

rd
. T

h
e

 b
a

n
g

in
g

 o
f a

 d
o

o
r o

r c
la

tte
r o

f 

b
o

o
ts

, th
e

 s
o

u
n

d
 w

a
v
e

s fro
m

 th
e

m
—

th
e

y fe
lt lik

e
 p

h
ys

ic
a

l s
e

n
s
a

-

tio
n

s
 o

n
 h

e
r fle

s
h

. 

S
h

e
’d

 tw
itc

h
. 

T
h

e
 n

e
rvo

u
s
 m

in
d

 h
e

a
le

r c
a

m
e

 fre
q

u
e

n
tly w

ith
 H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 

to
 e

xa
m

in
e

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 b

ra
in

 a
n

d
 p

s
yc

h
o

lo
g

ic
a

l c
o

n
d

itio
n

. T
h

e
re

 

w
e

re
 c

o
n

c
e

rn
s
 a

b
o

u
t h

e
r o

ve
ra

ll s
ta

b
ility. T

h
e

y’d
 c

a
s
t s

im
u

la
tio

n
 

s
p

e
lls

 o
n

 h
e

r b
ra

in
 to

 s
e

e
 h

o
w

 s
h

e
’d

 re
a

c
t to

 c
ro

w
d

s
, tig

h
t s

p
a

c
e

s
, 

p
h

ys
ic

a
l c

o
n

ta
c
t, g

o
re

. If s
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 m
e

n
ta

lly s
n

a
p

, th
e

y 

w
a

n
te

d
 h

e
r to

 d
o

 it in
 th

e
 h

o
s
p

ita
l w

in
g

. 

A
p

p
a

re
n

tly
, d

e
s
p

ite
 th

e
 tw

itc
h

in
g

, H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 re

g
a

rd
e

d
 a

s
 

s
ta

b
le

 e
n

o
u

g
h

. W
h

e
n

 th
e

 m
o

s
t s

e
ve

re
 to

rtu
re

 tre
m

o
rs

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 a
f-

te
r fo

u
r d

a
ys

 o
f th

e
ra

p
y
, th

e
y d

e
c
id

e
d

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 re

a
d

y
 fo

r tra
in

in
g

. 

O
n

 th
e

 fifth
 d

a
y, s

h
e

 w
a

s
 re

le
a

s
e

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 h

o
s
p

ita
l w

in
g

. T
h

e
 

g
u

a
rd

s
 to

o
k

 h
e

r s
tra

ig
h

t to
 th

e
 G

re
a

t H
a

ll. 

T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 ro

w
s
 a

n
d

 ro
w

s
 o

f c
h

a
irs

 a
rra

n
g

e
d

 fa
c
in

g
 th

e
 fro

n
t 

o
f th

e
 h

a
ll. T

h
e

 c
h

a
irs

 w
e

re
 fille

d
 w

ith
 w

o
m

e
n

 d
re

s
s
e

d
 in

 d
ra

b
 g

re
y 

d
re

s
s
e

s
. 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 w
a

s
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

n
 th

e
 p

la
tfo

rm
 in

 th
e

 fro
n

t, s
p

e
a

k
in

g
 

w
ith

 s
a

c
c
h

a
rin

e
 c

h
e

e
r. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 d

re
s
s
e

d
 in

 a
 s

u
b

d
u

e
d

 s
h

a
d

e
 o

f p
in

k
 

w
ith

 a
 la

rg
e

 p
e

n
d

a
n

t h
a

n
g

in
g

 fro
m

 h
e

r n
e

c
k

. O
n

e
 o

f h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 w

a
s
 

h
e

a
vily b

a
n

d
a

g
e

d
. 

“Y
o

u
 h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

 c
h

o
s
e

n
 to

 h
e

lp
 b

u
ild

 th
e

 fu
tu

re
 th

a
t o

u
r D

a
rk

 

L
o

rd
 h

a
s
 e

n
vis

io
n

e
d

. Y
o

u
 h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 g
ra

n
te

d
 th

e
 p

rivile
g

e
 o

f b
rin

g
-

in
g

 it fo
rth

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

, a
n

d
 s

im
p

e
re

d
. “Y

o
u

 a
re

 th
e

 fe
w

 fo
u

n
d

 w
o

rth
y 

o
f it.” U

m
b

rid
g

e
 s

o
u

n
d

e
d

 m
e

c
h

a
n

ic
a

l, s
ta

rin
g

 d
o

w
n

 a
t th

e
 g

irls
 w

ith
 

e
ye

s
 g

litte
rin

g
 w

ith
 h

a
tre

d
. T

h
e

 fa
ls

e
 s

m
ile

 p
la

s
te

re
d

 firm
ly a

c
ro

s
s
 

h
e

r fa
c
e

. H
e

r e
ye

s
 k

e
p

t flic
k

e
rin

g
 u

p
 to

w
a

rd
 a

 c
o

rn
e

r o
f th

e
 ro

o
m

. 

   

e
rm

io
n

e
 e

xp
lo

re
d

 th
e

 ro
o

m
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 p

la
c
e

d
 in

. T
h

e
re

 

w
a

s
 little

 to
 it th

a
t h

a
d

n
’t im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly

 m
e

t th
e

 e
ye

. 

T
h

e
 w

a
rd

ro
b

e
 w

a
s
 fille

d
 w

ith
 m

o
re

 o
f th

e
 s

a
m

e
 s

c
a

rle
t 

d
re

s
s
e

s
 a

n
d

 ro
b

e
s
 th

a
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 c

u
rre

n
tly w

e
a

rin
g

. T
h

e
y w

e
re

 in
 

va
rio

u
s
 w

e
ig

h
ts

, p
re

su
m

a
b

ly
 fo

r s
u

m
m

e
r a

n
d

 w
in

te
r w

e
a

th
e

r. T
h

e
 

d
ra

w
e

rs
 h

e
ld

 m
o

re
 b

o
n

n
e

ts
 a

n
d

 w
o

o
le

n
 s

to
c
k

in
g

s
. M

o
re

 flim
s
y re

d
 

s
h

o
e

s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 p
u

lle
d

 a
 p

a
ir o

u
t o

f th
e

 d
ra

w
e

r a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t th
e

m
. 

T
h

e
 s

o
le

s
 w

e
re

 th
in

, a
n

d
 th

e
y w

e
re

 fa
b

ric
; th

e
y
 w

o
u

ld
 w

e
a

r th
ro

u
g

h
 

ra
p

id
ly. If s

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 ru
n

, s
h

e
’d

 h
a

ve
 to

 s
te

a
l n

e
w

 c
lo

th
e

s
 a

n
d

 

s
h

o
e

s
. 

T
h

e
 p

o
rtra

it o
n

 
th

e
 w

a
ll w

a
s
 o

f a
 
yo

u
n

g
 w

itc
h

. P
re

tty a
n

d
 

b
lo

n
d

e
. U

n
d

o
u

b
te

d
ly o

n
e

 o
f M

a
lfo

y
’s

 a
n

c
e

s
to

rs
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
 

s
h

a
rp

 fe
a

tu
re

s
 a

n
d

 d
is

d
a

in
fu

l e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
. T

h
e

 w
itc

h
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t h
a

v
e

 

b
e

e
n

 
m

o
re

 
th

a
n

 
ju

s
t 

g
ra

d
u

a
te

d
 
fro

m
 
H

o
g

w
a

rts
 
w

h
e

n
 
s
h

e
 
w

a
s
 

p
a

in
te

d
. S

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 in
d

iffe
re

n
tly

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
, s

e
a

te
d

 c
a

s
u

a
lly in

 a
 

h
ig

h
 b

a
c
k

e
d

 c
h

a
ir, a

 b
o

o
k

 b
e

sid
e

 h
e

r. 

E
ve

n
tu

a
lly H

e
rm

io
n

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

w
a

y a
n

d
 s

u
rve

ye
d

 th
e

 re
s
t o

f th
e

 

ro
o

m
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 d
o

o
r d

e
s
ig

n
e

d
 to

 b
le

n
d

 in
to

 th
e

 w
a

ll a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 

ro
o

m
. S

h
e

 w
e

n
t o

ve
r a

n
d

 o
p

e
n

e
d

 it. 

A
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
, p

rim
a

rily
 o

c
c
u

p
ie

d
 b

y
 a

 la
rg

e
 c

la
w

-fo
o

t tu
b

. N
o

 

s
h

o
w

e
r. N

o
th

in
g

 b
u

t th
e

 m
o

s
t e

s
s
e

n
tia

l o
b

je
c
ts

 w
e

re
 p

ro
vid

e
d

: 

s
o

a
p

, to
w

e
ls

, a
 to

o
th

b
ru

s
h

, a
 s

m
a

ll c
u

p
 fo

r w
a

te
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 o

ve
r a

n
d

 w
a

s
h

e
d

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
. A

s
 s

h
e

 w
ith

-

d
re

w
 th

e
m

, s
h

e
 p

re
te

n
d

e
d

 to
 a

c
c
id

e
n

ta
lly k

n
o

c
k

 th
e

 c
u

p
 o

ff th
e

 

c
o

u
n

te
r. It h

it th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
 w

ith
 a

 lo
u

d
, s

h
a

rp
 s

o
u

n
d

 b
u

t fa
ile

d
 to

 

b
re

a
k

 o
r e

ve
n

 c
ra

c
k

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
ro

te
c
tio

n
 c

h
a

rm
 o

n
 it. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 th

o
ro

u
g

h
. 

H
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 S

h
e

 
p

ic
k

e
d

 
it 

u
p

 
a

n
d

 
rin

s
e

d
 
it 

b
e

fo
re

 
re

p
la

c
in

g
 
it. 

A
s
 
s
h

e
 

tu
rn

e
d

, s
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 th

a
t th

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
o

rtra
it in

 th
e

 b
a

th
ro

o
m

 a
s
 w

e
ll. 

T
h

e
 s

a
m

e
 yo

u
n

g
 w

itc
h

 s
to

o
d

 s
tu

d
yin

g
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

ith
 a

 k
n

o
w

in
g

 

lo
o

k
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fe

ig
n

e
d

 in
n

o
c
e

n
c
e

 a
n

d
 w

a
lk

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 in
to

 th
e

 b
e

d
-

ro
o

m
. 

W
ith

in
 a

n
 h

o
u

r, th
e

re
 w

a
s
 n

o
th

in
g

 le
ft to

 p
o

s
s
ib

ly
 in

s
p

e
c
t in

 

h
e

r ro
o

m
. N

o
t th

a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 e

x
p

e
c
te

d
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fin
d

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 o
r 

g
e

t in
to

 m
u

c
h

 tro
u

b
le

 w
ith

 th
e

 p
ie

rc
in

g
 s

u
p

e
rvis

io
n

 o
f th

e
 p

o
rtra

it 

o
n

 th
e

 w
a

ll. T
h

e
 w

itc
h

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

p
p

a
re

n
tly o

rd
e

re
d

 to
 w

a
tc

h
 H

e
r-

m
io

n
e

 lik
e

 a
 h

a
w

k
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
e

n
t to

 th
e

 d
o

o
r o

f th
e

 b
e

d
ro

o
m

, a
n

d
, a

fte
r a

 m
o

-

m
e

n
t’s

 h
e

s
ita

tio
n

, s
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 th

e
 k

n
o

b
 a

n
d

 w
a

lk
e

d
 in

to
 th

e
 h

a
ll-

w
a

y
. H

e
r h

e
a

rt im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly
 b

e
g

a
n

 p
o

u
n

d
in

g
. 

T
h

e
 
s
e

n
s
e

 
o

f 
te

rro
r 

a
n

d
 
fre

e
d

o
m

 
th

a
t 

s
h

e
 
e

xp
e

rie
n

c
e

d
 
b

y 

m
e

re
ly w

a
lk

in
g

 in
to

 a
n

o
th

e
r ro

o
m

 b
y
 h

e
rs

e
lf w

a
s
 s

ta
g

g
e

rin
g

. A
s
 

s
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 th

e
 d

o
o

r s
h

u
t b

e
h

in
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf, s
h

e
 le

a
n

e
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 

d
o

o
r a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 ta

k
e

 a
 s

lo
w

 b
re

a
th

. 

H
e

r 
fin

g
e

rs
 
tw

itc
h

e
d

 
a

ro
u

n
d

 
th

e
 
d

o
o

rk
n

o
b

 
a

s
 
s
h

e
 
g

la
n

c
e

d
 

a
ro

u
n

d
 a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 c

o
m

p
o

s
e

 h
e

rs
e

lf. 

T
h

e
 lo

n
g

 h
a

llw
a

y
 th

a
t va

n
is

h
e

d
 in

to
 d

a
rk

n
e

s
s
 fe

lt s
o

—
o

p
e

n
. 

S
h

e
 s

w
a

llo
w

e
d

 n
e

rvo
u

s
ly

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 a
s
s
u

m
e

d
 s

o
m

e
 e

ffe
c
ts

 o
f 

h
e

r lo
n

g
 im

p
ris

o
n

m
e

n
t w

o
u

ld
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
 to

 h
a

u
n

t h
e

r. A
c
tu

a
lly

 e
xp

e
-

rie
n

c
in

g
 it w

a
s
 m

o
re

 th
a

n
 u

n
s
e

ttlin
g

. It w
a

s
 h

o
rrifyin

g
. 

H
e

r 
a

tte
m

p
ts

 
to

 b
re

a
th

e
 
a

n
d

 
c
a

lm
 
d

o
w

n
 
w

e
re

 
fa

ilin
g

. 
H

e
r 

c
h

e
s
t s

tu
tte

re
d

 in
 tin

y
, ra

p
id

 in
h

a
la

tio
n

s
. 

T
h

e
 o

n
ly s

o
u

n
d

 in
 th

e
 c

o
ld

, d
a

rk
 w

in
g

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

o
r. 

S
h

e
 b

it h
e

r lip
. H

e
r m

in
d

—
s
h

e
 h

a
d

 a
lw

a
ys

 b
e

e
n

 a
b

le
 to

 tru
s
t 

h
e

r m
in

d
. E

ve
n

 h
e

r lo
c
k

e
d

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
 fe

lt lik
e

 a
 d

e
fe

n
s
e

 m
e

c
h

a
-

n
is

m
. F

in
d

in
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf p
a

n
ic

k
in

g
 a

n
d

 h
yp

e
rv

e
n

tila
tin

g
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 s
h

e
 

h
a

d
 w

a
lk

e
d

 in
to

 a
 h

a
llw

a
y o

f h
e

r o
w

n
 vo

litio
n

—
 

T
h

is
 w

a
s
 a

 b
e

tra
ya

l. 

S
h

e
 s

q
u

e
e

ze
d

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 s

h
u

t a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 b
re

a
th

e
 e

ve
n

ly. T
rie

d
 

to
 p

u
ll h

e
r h

a
n

d
 fre

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 d

o
o

rk
n

o
b

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 c

lu
tc

h
in

g
 d

e
s
p

e
r-

a
te

ly, a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 d

ro
w

n
 if s

h
e

 le
t g

o
 o

f it. 

H
e

r a
b

ility to
 re

a
s
o

n
 a

n
d

 te
ll h

e
rs

e
lf s

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

lrig
h

t w
a

s
 in

s
u

f-

fic
ie

n
t p

e
rs

u
a

s
io

n
 to

 h
e

r m
in

d
 a

n
d

 b
o

d
y
. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 m
a

k
e

 h
e

rs
e

lf ta
k

e
 a

 s
te

p
 a

w
a

y fro
m

 th
e

 d
o

o
r, b

u
t 

h
e

r le
g

s
 re

fu
s
e

d
 to

 c
o

o
p

e
ra

te
. 

T
h

e
 te

rro
r c

o
u

rs
in

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r b
o

d
y h

a
d

 h
e

r fro
ze

n
. 

It w
a

s
 a

 h
a

llw
a

y
. Ju

s
t a

 h
a

llw
a

y, s
h

e
 to

ld
 h

e
rs

e
lf. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

l-

lo
w

e
d

 to
 b

e
 th

e
re

. T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 n

o
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

s
 h

o
ld

in
g

 h
e

r b
a

c
k

—
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e

a
th

 h
a

d
 n

e
ve

r frig
h

te
n

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

. H
e

r fe
a

r h
a

d
 a

lw
a

ys
 

b
e

e
n

 in
 th

e
 m

a
n

n
e

r o
f d

e
a

th
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 th

e
 w

o
rs

t w
a

y
s
 to

 

g
o

. 

H
a

rry’s
 d

e
a

th
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
 m

e
rc

y
 k

illin
g

 c
o

m
p

a
re

d
 to

 th
e

 to
r-

tu
re

 th
e

 W
e

a
s
le

ys
, R

e
m

u
s
 a

n
d

 T
o

n
k

s
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 s
u

b
je

c
te

d
 to

. 

L
u

c
iu

s
 M

a
lfo

y h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 m

e
re

 fe
e

t fro
m

 w
h

e
re

 H
e

r-

m
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 c

a
g

e
d

 w
h

e
n

 h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
 a

t R
o

n
 a

n
d

 s
n

a
rle

d
 “T

h
is

 is
 

fo
r m

y
 w

ife
!” 

T
h

e
n

 h
e

 c
a

s
t a

 c
u

rs
e

 th
a

t tu
rn

e
d

 R
o

n
’s

 b
lo

o
d

 g
ra

d
u

a
lly in

to
 

m
o

lte
n

 le
a

d
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 a

s
 th

e
 c

u
rs

e
 s

lo
w

ly c
re

p
t th

ro
u

g
h

 

R
o

n
’s

 b
o

d
y, d

e
s
tro

y
in

g
 h

im
 fro

m
 th

e
 in

s
id

e
 o

u
t. S

h
e

’d
 b

e
e

n
 h

e
lp

-

le
s
s
 to

 d
o

 a
n

y
th

in
g

—
h

e
lp

le
s
s
 to

 s
p

a
re

 h
im

 in
 a

n
y w

a
y
. 

A
rth

u
r W

e
a

s
le

y h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 le

ft p
e

rm
a

n
e

n
tly a

d
d

le
d

 b
y a

 c
u

rs
e

 

d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 w
a

r. H
e

 c
rie

d
, n

o
t e

ve
n

 u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

in
g

 w
h

y h
e

 w
a

s
 in

 

p
a

in
 o

r th
a

t h
e

 w
a

s
 d

yin
g

. 

T
h

e
y h

a
d

 le
ft M

o
lly fo

r la
s
t. S

o
 s

h
e

’d
 w

a
tc

h
 a

ll h
e

r c
h

ild
re

n
 d

ie
. 

R
e

m
u

s
 h

a
d

 la
s
te

d
 h

o
u

rs
 lo

n
g

e
r th

a
n

 a
n

yo
n

e
 e

ls
e

. H
is

 lyc
a

n
-

th
ro

p
y
 k

e
p

t h
e

a
lin

g
 h

im
 u

n
til h

e
 ju

s
t h

u
n

g
 th

e
re

, u
n

re
sp

o
n

s
ive

. F
i-

n
a

lly s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 s

h
o

t th
e

 K
illin

g
 C

u
rs

e
 a

t h
im

 o
u

t o
f b

o
re

d
o

m
. 

T
h

e
 d

e
a

th
s
 h

a
d

 re
p

la
ye

d
 th

e
m

s
e

lve
s b

e
fo

re
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 e
ye

s 

s
o

 m
a

n
y tim

e
 s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 th

o
u

g
h

t th
a

t e
ve

n
tu

a
lly th

e
 p

a
in

 o
f 

th
e

m
 w

o
u

ld
 e

a
s
e

. 

It n
e

ve
r d

id
. 

E
a

c
h

 tim
e

 fe
lt ju

s
t a

s
 s

h
a

rp
. Ju

s
t a

s
 fre

s
h

. 

A
 w

o
u

n
d

 th
a

t w
o

u
ld

 n
e

ve
r h

e
a

l. 

S
u

rvivo
r’s

 g
u

ilt, s
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t, th
a

t w
a

s
 th

e
 M

u
g

g
le

 te
rm

 fo
r it. 

S
u

c
h

 a
 p

a
ltry

 d
e

sc
rip

tio
n

. It d
id

n
’t c

a
p

tu
re

 e
ve

n
 a

 fra
c
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 

b
re

a
d

th
 o

f a
g

o
n

y
 in

 h
e

r s
o

u
l. 

F
o

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

, b
e

in
g

 b
re

d
 b

y a
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

r w
a

s
 a

 fa
te

 th
a

t h
a

d
 

n
e

ve
r e

ve
n

 o
c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 h

e
r. B

e
in

g
 ra

p
e

d
—

th
e

 ris
k

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 c

o
n

s
id

-

e
re

d
. T

h
is

 fe
lt lik

e
 ra

p
e

 in
 s

lo
w

 m
o

tio
n

. H
o

w
e

ve
r, th

e
 s

itu
a

tio
n

 w
a

s
 

fa
r m

o
re

 c
o

m
p

le
x
 th

a
n

 s
im

p
ly th

a
t. W

h
a

te
ve

r s
h

e
 h

a
d

 h
id

d
e

n
 in

 

h
e

r m
in

d
, it h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 im
p

o
rta

n
t. M

o
re

 im
p

o
rta

n
t to

 h
e

r th
a

n
 a

n
y
-

th
in

g
 e

ls
e

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t le
t it fa

ll in
to

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt’s
 h

a
n

d
s
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t a
fra

id
 o

f h
a

v
in

g
 h

e
r c

o
rp

s
e

 ro
t in

 th
e

 G
re

a
t H

a
ll. 

T
h

a
t fa

te
 w

a
s
 n

o
th

in
g

 c
o

m
p

a
re

d
 to

 g
ivin

g
 u

p
 w

h
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 p

ro
te

c
t-

in
g

. O
r c

o
m

p
a

re
d

 to
 b

e
in

g
 ra

p
e

d
 a

n
d

 fo
rc

e
d

 to
 c

a
rry a

 c
h

ild
 th

a
t 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 to
rn

 fro
m

 h
e

r th
e

 m
o

m
e

n
t it w

a
s
 b

o
rn

. 

E
s
c
a

p
in

g
, s

h
e

 re
a

lis
e

d
, w

a
s
 lik

e
ly a

 lu
xu

ry s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t a
ffo

rd
 

to
 p

u
rs

u
e

. T
h

e
 im

p
o

rta
n

t th
in

g
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 to

 d
ie

 q
u

ic
k

ly. B
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 a
n

d
 k

e
p

t fro
m

 fu
rth

e
r a

tte
m

p
ts

. 

S
h

e
 la

y q
u

ie
tly in

 th
e

 b
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
c
h

e
m

e
d

. 



   h
e

 b
e

d
 H

a
n

n
a

h
 h

a
d

 o
c
c
u

p
ie

d
 w

a
s
 e

m
p

ty w
h

e
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 

re
tu

rn
e

d
 to

 th
e

 h
o

s
p

ita
l w

a
rd

 in
 H

o
g

w
a

rts
. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 p
o

u
re

d
 a

 p
o

tio
n

 d
o

w
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 th

ro
a

t 

a
s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 p

la
c
e

d
 in

 th
e

 b
e

d
. T

h
e

 p
a

in
 in

 H
e

rm
io

n
e
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 m

in
d

 

s
u

b
s
id

e
d

 s
lig

h
tly. S

h
e

 b
lin

k
e

d
, a

n
d

 th
e

 d
a

n
c
in

g
 b

la
c
k

 s
p

o
ts

 th
a

t 

k
e

p
t o

b
s
c
u

rin
g

 h
e

r vis
io

n
 fin

a
lly

 s
ta

rte
d

 to
 fa

d
e

 a
w

a
y
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt n

a
u

s
e

o
u

s
. H

e
r in

s
id

e
s
 w

e
re

 ro
ilin

g
 a

n
d

 c
rin

g
in

g
 

lik
e

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 p
o

is
o

n
 in

s
id

e
 th

a
t h

e
r b

o
d

y
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
xp

e
l. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 

s
till s

h
a

k
in

g
. S

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 ro
ll o

ve
r a

n
d

 c
u

rl in
to

 a
 b

a
ll, b

u
t s

h
e

 

c
o

u
ld

n
’t s

u
m

m
o

n
 th

e
 s

tre
n

g
th

 to
 m

a
n

a
g

e
 it. 

“G
u

a
rd

 h
e

r w
ith

 y
o

u
r live

s. If a
n

yo
n

e
 w

a
n

ts
 to

 to
u

c
h

 h
e

r o
r s

o
 

m
u

c
h

 a
s
 lo

o
k

 a
t h

e
r, th

e
y
 w

ill re
q

u
ire

 p
e

rm
is

s
io

n
 fro

m
 m

e
,” s

h
e

 

h
e

a
rd

 H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
a

y
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 a
n

d
 c

o
u

ld
 va

g
u

e
ly

 m
a

k
e

 o
u

t tw
o

 la
rg

e
 m

e
n

 

s
ta

n
d

in
g

 b
e

h
in

d
 S

tro
u

d
. T

h
e

ir e
ye

s
 w

e
re

 c
o

ld
 a

s
 th

e
y s

ta
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 

a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

S
tro

u
d

 c
a

s
t s

e
ve

ra
l m

o
n

ito
r w

a
rd

s
 o

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 th

a
t ro

s
e

 u
p

, 

s
h

im
m

e
rin

g
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r b
o

d
y. A

fte
r s

h
e

 h
a

d
 in

s
p

e
c
te

d
 th

e
 p

ro
je

c
-

tio
n

s
 fo

r a
 fe

w
 m

in
u

te
s
, S

tro
u

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
tro

d
e

 a
w

a
y
, h

e
r h

e
a

le
r 

ro
b

e
s
 b

illo
w

in
g

 o
u

t b
e

h
in

d
 h

e
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 sta
re

d
 u

p
 a

t th
e

 c
e

ilin
g

, try
in

g
 to

 a
b

s
o

rb
 e

ve
ryth

in
g

 

th
a

t h
a

d
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 to

 h
e

r th
a

t d
a

y
. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt lik
e

 s
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 c
ry

in
g

, b
u

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t s
u

m
m

o
n

 

th
e

 te
a

rs
. 

R
e

s
ig

n
a
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n

 a
n

d
 h

o
p

e
le

s
s
n

e
s
s
 h

a
d

 e
n

tw
in

e
d

 th
e

m
s
e

lv
e
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ith

 

h
e

r s
o

u
l s

in
c
e
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e

 m
o

m
e

n
t s

h
e

 w
a
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h

e
d

 H
a
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ie

. 

A
fte

r w
a

tc
h

in
g

 m
o

s
t o

f th
e

 p
e

o
p

le
 s

h
e

 lo
ve

d
 d

ie
 in
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g

o
n

y, 
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h

e
’d
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n

o
w

n
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e
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 to
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u

ffe
r w

a
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 lyin
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 in
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a

it. 

N
o

w
 it h
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d

 c
o

m
e

. 

T 

42  M
anacled 

 T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 n

o
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

s
 h

o
ld

in
g

 h
e

r b
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r s
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in
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r s
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l m
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 m
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d
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d
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u
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d
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 c
lo

s
e

r to
 

th
e

 d
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o
r. 
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h

e
 c
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u
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e
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r c
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e
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o
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h
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in
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n
d
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rve

n
tila

tin
g

 in
 th

e
 h

a
llw

a
y 

o
f th

a
t e

m
p

ty w
in

g
 o

f th
e

 m
a

n
o

r, s
h

e
 c

rie
d

. O
ve

r e
ve

ryo
n

e
 w

h
o

 w
a

s
 

d
e

a
d

 n
o

w
. F

o
r e

ve
ryo

n
e

 M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 k
ille

d
. F

o
r a

ll th
e

 g
irls

 b
a

c
k

 a
t 

H
o

g
w

a
rts

 b
e

in
g

 s
e

n
t o

u
t in

to
 a

 w
o

rld
 o

f h
o

rro
r. O

u
t o

f ra
g

e
 o

ve
r th

e
 

m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 lo

c
k

e
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
r w

ris
ts

, a
n

d
 th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s s
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 

s
h

e
 h

a
d

 s
o

m
e

h
o

w
 lo

c
k

e
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
r o

w
n

 m
in

d
. 

S
h

e
 w

e
n

t b
a

c
k

 in
to

 h
e

r ro
o

m
, c

lo
s
e

d
 th

e
 d

o
o

r, s
a

n
k

 o
n

to
 th

e
 

flo
o

r a
n

d
 k

e
p

t c
ryin

g
. 

It to
o

k
 h

e
r a

 fu
ll d

a
y b

e
fo

re
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fo
rc

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf in

to
 th

e
 

h
a

llw
a

y a
g

a
in

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
d

 to
 m

a
k

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf o

ve
rc

o
m

e
 th

e
 p

a
n

ic
. T

h
e

 

n
e

xt m
o

rn
in

g
, s

h
e

 o
p

e
n

e
d

 th
e

 d
o

o
r w

id
e

, c
ro

u
c
h

e
d

 o
n

 th
e

 b
e

d
, a

n
d

 

m
a

d
e

 h
e

rs
e

lf s
ta

re
 a

t th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y u
n

til h
e

r h
e

a
rt s

to
p

p
e

d
 p

o
u

n
d

in
g

 

p
a

in
fu

lly in
 h

e
r c

h
e

s
t fro

m
 th

e
 m

e
re

 sig
h

t. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 lo

s
e

 a
ll c

h
a

n
c
e

 o
f e

s
c
a

p
e

 if s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
ve

n
 w

a
lk

 

o
u

t o
f h

e
r ro

o
m

 w
ith

o
u

t h
a

v
in

g
 a

 m
e

n
ta

l b
re

a
k

d
o

w
n

. 

S
h

e
 s

a
t in

 b
e

d
 a

n
d

 a
te

 th
e

 b
re

a
k

fa
s
t th

a
t a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 w
h

ile
 sh

e
 

c
o

n
te

m
p

la
te

d
 th

e
 p

ro
b

le
m

. 

It h
a

d
 m

a
n

ife
s
te

d
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

lo
n

e
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t s
u

re
 if it 

w
a

s
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
’ c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
 to

 b
e

 o
b

e
d

ie
n

t h
a

d
 p

re
vi-

o
u

s
ly d

is
tra

c
te

d
 h

e
r fro

m
 it o

r if it w
e

re
 a

n
 in

s
id

io
u

s
 fo

rm
 o

f m
e

n
ta

l 

tra
u

m
a

; th
a

t b
e

in
g

 im
p

ris
o

n
e

d
 fo

r s
o

 lo
n

g
 h

a
d

 d
a

m
a

g
e

d
 h

e
r to

 th
e

 

p
o

in
t th

a
t b

e
in

g
 c

o
n

tro
lle

d
 b

y
 o

th
e

rs
 w

a
s
 th

e
 o

n
ly w

a
y
 s

h
e

 k
n

e
w

 

h
o

w
 to

 fu
n

c
tio

n
 n

o
w

. 

S
h

e
 h

o
p

e
d

 it w
a

s
 s

im
p

ly th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
, b

u
t s

h
e

 fe
a

re
d

 it w
a

s
 

th
e

 la
tte

r. Im
p

ris
o

n
m

e
n

t h
a

d
 e

a
te

n
 a

w
a

y a
t h

e
r p

s
y
c
h

e
 in

 w
a

ys
 s

h
e

 

fe
lt a

fra
id

 o
f fu

lly re
a

lis
in

g
. 

S
h

e
 
s
te

e
le

d
 

h
e

rs
e

lf. 
S

h
e

 
w

a
s
 

d
e

te
rm

in
e

d
 
to

 
o

ve
rc

o
m

e
 
it. 

W
h

a
te

ve
r it to

o
k

. 

W
h

e
n

 h
e

r d
in

n
e

r a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 th

a
t e

ve
n

in
g

, s
h

e
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf e

a
t 

it w
h

ile
 s

ittin
g

 b
y th

e
 o

p
e

n
 d

o
o

r. H
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 s

h
o

o
k

 s
o

 m
u

c
h

 s
h

e
 

d
ro

p
p

e
d

 h
a

lf th
e

 fo
o

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 fo

rk
. B

y
 th

e
 tim

e
 s

h
e

 fin
is

h
e

d
 e

a
t-

in
g

, th
e

 tre
m

b
lin

g
 in

 th
e

m
 h

a
d

 e
a

s
e

d
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 th

a
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 d
rin

k
 

w
a

te
r w

ith
o

u
t s

p
illin

g
 it d

o
w

n
 h

e
r fro

n
t. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 th

e
 h

a
llw

a
y
. S

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t a

ll th
e

 s
h

ro
u

d
e

d
 

fu
rn

itu
re

 a
n

d
 th

e
 m

a
n

y
 p

o
rtra

its
 o

f c
o

ld
 fa

c
e

d
, p

a
le

, a
ris

to
c
ra

ts
. 
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 S

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r w

h
a

t s
h

e
 k

n
e

w
 o

f M
a

lfo
y. 

H
o

w
 h

a
d

 h
e

 m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 to

 c
lim

b
 s

o
 h

ig
h

 in
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt’s

 ra
n

k
s
 

a
t s

u
c
h

 a
 yo

u
n

g
 a

g
e

?
 

H
e

—
h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 in
vo

lve
d

 in
 D

u
m

b
le

d
o

re
’s

 d
e

a
th

 a
t th

e
 b

e
g

in
-

n
in

g
 o

f s
ixth

 ye
a

r. T
h

e
 c

irc
u

m
sta

n
c
e

s
 o

f th
a

t h
a

d
 n

e
ve

r b
e

e
n

 e
n

-

tire
ly c

le
a

r. S
h

e
 re

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 b

e
in

g
 a

w
a

k
e

n
e

d
 a

b
ru

p
tly b

y th
e

 c
a

s
-

tle
’s

 s
c
re

a
m

in
g

 w
a

rd
s
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 a

fte
rm

a
th

. M
in

e
rva

 M
c
G

o
n

a
g

a
ll 

a
n

d
 th

e
 re

st o
f th

e
 p

ro
fe

s
s
o

rs
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 p
a

le
 w

ith
 s

h
o

c
k

 a
n

d
 h

o
rro

r 

a
s
 th

e
y fra

n
tic

a
lly trie

d
 to

 d
is

c
o

ve
r w

h
a

t h
a

d
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
. M

a
lfo

y 

va
n

is
h

e
d

 in
 th

e
 c

h
a

o
s
. 

It w
a

s
 th

e
 firs

t a
n

d
 la

s
t m

a
jo

r e
ve

n
t o

f th
e

 w
a

r th
a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

a
s
s
o

c
ia

te
d

 s
p

e
c
ific

a
lly w

ith
 M

a
lfo

y. A
fte

r th
a

t h
e

 d
is

a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 in

to
 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt’s
 ra

n
k

s
. A

n
o

th
e

r fa
c
e

le
ss

 D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
r. 

H
is

 m
o

th
e

r h
a

d
 d

ie
d

 s
e

ve
ra

l ye
a

rs
 in

to
 th

e
 w

a
r. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 re

-

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 h

e
a

rin
g

 a
b

o
u

t N
a

rc
is

s
a

 M
a

lfo
y
’s

 d
e

a
th

 in
 L

e
stra

n
g

e
 

M
a

n
o

r. It h
a

d
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 d

u
rin

g
 a

 re
s
c
u

e
 m

is
s
io

n
. H

a
rry a

n
d

 R
o

n
 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 c

a
u

g
h

t b
y
 S

n
a

tc
h

e
rs

. W
h

e
n

 th
e

 O
rd

e
r w

e
n

t to
 re

s
c
u

e
 

th
e

m
, a

 D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
r lo

s
t c

o
n

tro
l o

f a
 fie

n
d

fyre
 c

u
rs

e
 a

n
d

 b
u

rn
e

d
 

d
o

w
n

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r w
ith

 N
a

rc
is

s
a

 a
n

d
 B

e
lla

trix
 in

s
id

e
 it. 

N
a

rc
is

s
a

’s
 d

e
a

th
 h

a
d

 d
rive

n
 L

u
c
iu

s
 M

a
lfo

y in
s
a

n
e

. H
e

 h
a

d
 s

lid
 

e
a

s
ily in

to
 B

e
lla

trix
’s

 va
c
a

te
d

 s
h

o
e

s
 o

f m
a

d
n

e
ss

. H
e

’d
 p

la
c
e

d
 th

e
 

b
la

m
e

 fo
r N

a
rc

is
s
a

’s
 d

e
a

th
 s

q
u

a
re

ly o
n

 R
o

n
 a

n
d

 H
a

rry a
n

d
 d

e
vo

te
d

 

h
im

s
e

lf to
 a

ve
n

g
in

g
 h

e
r b

y
 h

u
n

tin
g

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 W
e

a
s
le

ys
. A

rth
u

r 

W
e

a
s
le

y’s b
ra

in
 d

a
m

a
g

e
 a

n
d

 th
e

 n
e

a
r d

e
a

th
 o

f G
e

o
rg

e
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 

w
a

r h
a

d
 b

o
th

 b
e

e
n

 c
a

u
s
e

d
 b

y
 L

u
c
iu

s
. H

e
 b

e
c
a

m
e

 a
 lo

o
s
e

 c
a

n
n

o
n

 

w
ith

in
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt’s

 ra
n

k
s
. H

e
’d

 b
e

e
n

 to
o

 u
s
e

fu
l a

n
d

 d
e

a
d

ly fo
r h

is
 

in
s
u

b
o

rd
in

a
tio

n
 to

 g
e

t h
im

 k
ille

d
, b

u
t h

e
’d

 c
o

n
s
ta

n
tly

 d
a

n
c
e

d
 o

n
 

th
e

 lin
e

. 

It h
a

d
 o

c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 th

a
t L

u
c
iu

s
 m

ig
h

t b
e

 th
e

 H
ig

h
 

R
e

e
ve

, g
ive

n
 h

o
w

 vic
io

u
s
, h

a
te

-fille
d

, a
n

d
 q

u
ic

k
 to

 m
u

rd
e

r h
e

 w
a

s
. 

S
in

c
e

 h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t, H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 if h

e
 w

a
s
 s

till a
live

. P
e

rh
a

p
s
 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 th

e
 w

a
r h

e
 h

a
d

 fin
a

lly
 o

ve
rs

te
p

p
e

d
 a

n
d

 g
o

tte
n

 h
im

s
e

lf 

k
ille

d
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

o
p

e
d

 s
o

. T
h

e
 w

a
y L

u
c
iu

s
 h

a
d

 la
u

g
h

e
d

 w
h

ile
 R

o
n

 

d
ie

d
 

s
c
re

a
m

in
g

 
in

 
a

g
o

n
y
—

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
w

o
u

ld
 

n
e

ve
r 

b
a

n
is

h
 

th
e

 

m
e

m
o

ry. 

B
u

t M
a

lfo
y
…

 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t th
in

k
 h

e
’d

 b
e

e
n

 tre
a

te
d

 a
s
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 im

p
o

rta
n

t o
r 

c
o

n
s
id

e
re

d
 a

 s
ig

n
ific

a
n

t D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
r d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 O

rd
e

r m
e

e
tin

g
s
 

s
h

e
 re

c
a

lle
d

. W
h

a
te

ve
r h

e
’d

 d
o

n
e

 to
 c

la
w

 h
is

 w
a

y to
 th

e
 ve

ry to
p

 

m
u

s
t h

a
ve

 o
c
c
u

rre
d

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e

 e
n

d
 o

f th
e

 w
a

r. P
e

rh
a

p
s
 h

e
 h

a
d

 

b
e

e
n

 in
vo

lve
d

 w
ith

 w
h

a
te

ve
r c

a
u

s
e

d
 th

e
 O

rd
e

r’s
 p

la
n

s
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 

fin
a

l b
a

ttle
 to

 fa
ll a

p
a

rt. 

22  M
anacled 

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 b

o
d

y w
a

s
 s

till s
p

a
s
m

in
g

 s
lig

h
tly a

s
 th

e
 re

s
tra

in
ts

 

o
n

 h
e

r w
e

re
 s

p
e

lle
d

 o
ff. S

h
e

 fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 o

u
g

h
t to

 d
o

—
s
o

m
e

-

th
in

g
. S

p
it. O

r re
fu

s
e

. O
r—

b
e

g
. 

A
n

yth
in

g
 b

u
t ju

s
t lie

 th
e

re
 w

h
ile

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt c
a

s
u

a
lly d

e
le

g
a

te
d

 

h
e

r o
ff fo

r b
re

e
d

in
g

. 

H
e

r b
o

d
y re

fu
s
e

d
 to

 c
o

o
p

e
ra

te
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t d

o
 a

n
yth

in
g

 a
s
 

c
a

re
le

ss
 h

a
n

d
s
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 h

e
r u

p
 o

ff th
e

 ta
b

le
 a

n
d

 le
vita

te
d

 h
e

r d
o

w
n

 

a
 h

a
llw

a
y
. 
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 “Y

e
s
?
” V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt’s

 in
te

re
s
t a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 n
e

g
lig

ib
le

. H
e

 d
id

 n
o

t 

lo
o

k
 u

p
 to

w
a

rd
 e

ith
e

r h
e

a
le

r.  

“M
a

g
ic

a
l p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y, M

y L
o

rd
,” H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

 w
ith

 a
 p

ro
u

d
 

s
m

ile
. “T

h
e

re
 a

re
 a

 fe
w

 c
a

s
e

s
 o

n
 re

c
o

rd
 w

h
ic

h
 in

d
ic

a
te

 th
a

t s
u

c
h

 

p
re

g
n

a
n

c
ie

s
 h

a
v
e

 a
n

 a
b

ility
 to

 b
re

a
k

 th
ro

u
g

h
 m

a
g

ic
a

l fu
g

u
e

s
. T

h
e

 

m
a

g
ic

 o
f a

 c
h

ild
 is

 c
o

m
p

a
tib

le
 b

u
t d

is
s
im

ila
r e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 its
 m

o
th

e
r’s 

to
 h

a
ve

 a
 c

o
rro

d
in

g
 e

ffe
c
t o

n
 b

u
ilt u

p
 m

a
g

ic
. It’s

 n
o

th
in

g
 c

o
n

c
lu

s
ive

, 

g
ive

n
 th

e
 ra

rity. It’s p
o

s
s
ib

le
, h

o
w

e
ve

r. M
is

s
 G

ra
n

g
e

r h
a

s
 e

x
c
e

p
-

tio
n

a
l m

a
g

ic
a

l a
b

ility
—

yo
u

 yo
u

rs
e

lf n
o

te
d

 th
is

 a
n

d
 w

a
n

te
d

 h
e

r in
-

c
lu

d
e

d
 in

 th
e

 re
p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

 e
ffo

rt. If yo
u

 le
a

v
e

 h
e

r w
ith

in
 th

e
 p

ro
-

g
ra

m
, th

e
re

 is
 a

 c
h

a
n

c
e

 th
a

t a
 p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y m

a
y re

su
lt in

 u
n

lo
c
k

in
g

 

h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
. B

u
t—

,“ s
h

e
 h

e
s
ita

te
d

 s
lig

h
tly

.    

“W
h

a
t?

” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
 s

h
a

rp
ly

 a
t H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
, c

a
u

s
-

in
g

 h
e

r to
 p

a
le

 a
n

d
 flin

c
h

. 

“Y
o

u
—

yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 u
n

a
b

le
 to

 in
s
p

e
c
t h

e
r 

m
in

d
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 

p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y.” H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

, s
p

e
a

k
in

g
 q

u
ic

k
ly. “In

va
s
ive

 m
a

g
ic

s
 

s
u

c
h

 a
s
 le

g
ilim

e
n

c
y
 c

a
rry a

 h
ig

h
 ris

k
 o

f m
is

c
a

rria
g

e
. It's

 o
fte

n
 s

o
 

tra
u

m
a

tic
 th

a
t it c

a
n

 re
su

lt in
 p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

t m
a

g
ic

a
l in

fe
rtility. Y

o
u

 

w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 to

 w
a

it, e
ve

n
 if y

o
u

 k
n

e
w

 th
e

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
 w

e
re

 re
tu

rn
in

g
, 

u
n

til th
e

 b
a

b
y w

a
s
 b

o
rn

. U
n

le
s
s
 th

e
 fa

th
e

r, w
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
 s

h
a

re
 a

 fa
-

m
ilia

r m
a

g
ic

a
l s

ig
n

a
tu

re
 w

ith
 th

e
 c

h
ild

, w
e

re
 th

e
 o

n
e

 p
e

rfo
rm

in
g

 

th
e

 le
g

ilim
e

n
c
y.”  

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
ta

re
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 th

o
u

g
h

tfu
lly, h

is
 fin

g
e

rs
 

s
lid

in
g

 o
ve

r h
is

 c
h

e
s
t a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 s

o
o

th
in

g
 a

n
 in

ju
ry. 

“S
e

ve
ru

s
.” 

 “M
y L

o
rd

.” 

“T
h

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 is
 a

n
 e

xc
e

p
tio

n
a

l le
g

ilim
e

n
s
, is

 h
e

 n
o

t?
” 

“In
d

e
e

d
, M

y
 L

o
rd

,” S
n

a
p

e
 s

a
id

. “H
is

 s
k

ill is
 lik

e
ly e

q
u

a
l to

 m
y 

o
w

n
. Y

o
u

 h
a

d
 h

im
 tra

in
e

d
 q

u
ite

 c
a

re
fu

lly.” 

“H
is

 w
ife

 h
a

s
 b

e
e

n
 fo

u
n

d
 m

a
g

ic
a

lly b
a

rre
n

, h
a

s
 s

h
e

 n
o

t?
” 

T
h

e
 q

u
e

stio
n

 w
a

s
 d

ire
c
te

d
 to

w
a

rd
 H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
. 

“Y
e

s
, M

y L
o

rd
,” s

h
e

 a
n

s
w

e
re

d
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly. 

“T
h

e
n

 s
e

n
d

 th
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 to

 th
e

 H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
. L

e
t h

im
 b

re
e

d
 

a
n

d
 m

o
n

ito
r h

e
r.” 

S
tro

u
d

 n
o

d
d

e
d

 e
a

g
e

rly. “I c
a

n
 h

a
v
e

 h
e

r th
e

re
 in

 tw
o

 w
e

e
k

s
. I 

w
a

n
t to

 e
n

su
re

 h
e

r c
o

n
d

itio
n

 a
n

d
 h

a
ve

 h
e

r tra
in

e
d

.” 

“T
w

o
 w

e
e

k
s
. U

n
til s

h
e

 is
 fo

u
n

d
 p

re
g

n
a

n
t, I w

a
n

t h
e

r b
ro

u
g

h
t in

 

e
ve

ry
 o

th
e

r m
o

n
th

 s
o

 I c
a

n
 e

xa
m

in
e

 h
e

r m
in

d
 p

e
rs

o
n

a
lly.” 

“Y
e

s
, M

y L
o

rd
.” 

“T
a

k
e

 h
e

r b
a

c
k

 to
 H

o
g

w
a

rts
, th

e
n

.” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt d
is

m
is

s
e

d
 th

e
m

 

w
ith

 a
 w

a
v
e

 o
f h

is
 h

a
n

d
. 
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 B
e

c
a

u
s
e

 s
h

e
’d

 b
e

e
n

 a
 h

e
a

le
r, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

n
’t b

e
e

n
 th

e
re

 fo
r 

th
e

 
e

n
tire

 
b

a
ttle

. S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 in

 
th

e
ir 

s
tra

te
g

y 
h

a
d

 g
o

n
e

 
w

ro
n

g
. 

T
h

e
re

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 fa

r m
o

re
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
 th

a
n

 th
e

 O
rd

e
r h

a
d

 a
n

tic
i-

p
a

te
d

. V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt h
a

d
 c

a
s
t a

 k
illin

g
 c

u
rs

e
 a

n
d

 H
a

rry h
a

d
 fa

lle
n

. 

T
h

e
n

 h
e

 h
a

d
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

 L
u

c
iu

s
 to

 c
o

n
firm

 H
a

rry w
a

s
 d

e
a

d
. 

H
a

rry h
a

d
n

’t b
e

e
n

 d
e

a
d

. 

S
o

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt c
a

s
t a

n
o

th
e

r k
illin

g
 c

u
rs

e
, a

n
d

 a
n

o
th

e
r, a

n
d

 a
n

-

o
th

e
r, a

n
d

 a
n

o
th

e
r. A

fte
r h

a
lf a

 d
o

ze
n

 k
illin

g
 c

u
rs

e
s
, V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt h

a
d

 

g
o

n
e

 a
n

d
 c

o
n

firm
e

d
 fo

r h
im

s
e

lf th
a

t H
a

rry w
a

s
 d

e
a

d
. F

o
r in

s
u

r-

a
n

c
e

, h
e

 h
a

d
 H

a
rry’s

 b
o

d
y d

ra
g

g
e

d
 u

p
 in

to
 th

e
 a

ir a
n

d
 h

u
n

g
 fro

m
 

th
e

 
A

s
tro

n
o

m
y 

T
o

w
e

r. 
E

ve
ryo

n
e

 
w

a
tc

h
e

d
 
a

s
 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt 
c
u

rs
e

d
 

H
a

rry
’s

 b
o

d
y w

ith
 a

 fa
s
t a

c
tin

g
 n

e
c
ro

s
is

 c
u

rs
e

 a
n

d
 th

e
 e

n
tire

 th
in

g
 

ro
tte

d
 a

w
a

y
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
ir e

y
e

s
. 

H
a

rry’s
 b

la
n

k
 g

re
e

n
 e

ye
s
—

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

w
 th

e
m

 e
ve

ry tim
e

 s
h

e
 

c
lo

s
e

d
 h

e
r o

w
n

. T
h

e
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 o

n
 h

is
 fa

c
e

; th
e

 re
a

lis
a

tio
n

 h
e

 h
a

d
 

fa
ile

d
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 w
ritte

n
 in

to
 it in

 d
e

a
th

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

o
o

k
 a

s
 s

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t a

b
o

u
t it. 

H
e

r b
e

s
t frie

n
d

s
 h

a
d

 d
ie

d
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. B

y
 s

o
m

e
 e

xtra
 c

ru
e

l 

tw
is

t o
f fa

te
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
n

’t b
e

e
n

 a
llo

w
e

d
 to

 fo
llo

w
 th

e
m

. 

T
h

e
y h

a
d

 le
ft h

e
r b

e
h

in
d

. 

S
h

e
 s

q
u

a
re

d
 h

e
r s

h
o

u
ld

e
rs

 a
n

d
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf to

 s
te

p
 in

to
 th

e
 

h
a

llw
a

y. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 fa
c
e

d
 a

ll m
a

n
n

e
r o

f h
o

rro
r. S

h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t g
o

in
g

 to
 

b
e

 d
e

fe
a

te
d

 b
y h

e
r o

w
n

 fra
c
tu

re
d

 p
s
yc

h
e

 a
n

d
 a

 h
a

llw
a

y
. 

O
n

e
 s

te
p

. 

T
w

o
. 

T
h

re
e

. 

F
o

u
r. 

H
e

r b
re

a
th

in
g

 g
re

w
 fa

in
te

r, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 c
le

n
c
h

e
d

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 in

to
 

fis
ts

 u
n

til s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l h

e
r n

a
ils

 s
in

k
in

g
 in

to
 th

e
 sk

in
. 

F
ive

. 

S
ix. 

S
e

ve
n

. 

D
rip

. D
rip

. D
rip

. 

S
h

e
 fro

ze
 a

n
d

 lo
o

k
e

d
 d

o
w

n
. O

n
e

 o
f h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 w

a
s
 d

rip
p

in
g

 

b
lo

o
d

 in
to

 a
 tra

il o
n

 th
e

 flo
o

r. 

It w
a

s
 th

e
 sa

m
e

 s
h

a
d

e
 a

s
 h

e
r d

re
ss

. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t it u
n

til a
 p

u
d

d
le

 th
e

 s
ize

 o
f a

 k
n

u
t g

ra
d

u
-

a
lly c

o
lle

c
te

d
 b

y h
e

r fe
e

t. 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 h
a

ll. S
h

e
 c

o
u

n
te

d
 th

e
 d

rip
p

in
g

 

s
o

u
n

d
s
 in

s
te

a
d

 o
f h

e
r fo

o
ts

te
p

s
 u

n
til s

h
e

 re
a

c
h

e
d

 th
e

 e
n

d
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 d
e

stin
a

tio
n

 in
 m

in
d

, s
o

 s
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 a
n

d
 

s
ta

rte
d

 b
a

c
k

, tryin
g

 th
e

 k
n

o
b

s
 o

f d
o

o
rs

 a
lo

n
g

 th
e

 w
a

y
. S

o
m

e
 w

e
re

 

lo
c
k

e
d

. O
th

e
rs

 w
e

re
n

’t. S
h

e
 p

e
e

k
e

d
 in

to
 m

o
re

 e
m

p
ty b

e
d

ro
o

m
s 
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 S

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t it m

ig
h

t h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 h

e
r m

o
th

e
r w

h
o

 ta
u

g
h

t h
e

r 

th
e

 p
o

e
m

. 

S
h

e
 o

p
e

n
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 u
p

 a
t th

e
 c

lo
c
k

. 
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 M
a

lfo
y d

id
n

’t s
a

y
 a

 w
o

rd
. H

e
 w

a
lk

e
d

 o
ve

r a
n

d
 p

a
u

s
e

d
 b

e
h

in
d

 

h
e

r. H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 h

a
n

d
s
 b

e
g

a
n

 tre
m

b
lin

g
, b

u
t s

h
e

 re
fu

s
e

d
 to

 le
t h

e
r-

s
e

lf m
o

ve
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t lo

o
k

 a
t h

im
. 

S
h

e
 
s
q

u
e

e
ze

d
 

h
e

r 
e

ye
s
 
s
h

u
t 

a
n

d
 
b

e
g

a
n

 
to

 
re

c
ite

 
h

e
a

lin
g

 

s
p

e
lls

; th
e

 lo
n

g
e

s
t, m

o
s
t c

o
m

p
le

x o
n

e
s
 s

h
e

 k
n

e
w

. R
e

h
e

a
rs

in
g

 th
e

 

w
a

n
d

 m
o

ve
m

e
n

t in
 h

e
r m

in
d

. 

H
e

r s
k

irts
 w

e
re

 p
u

lle
d

 u
p

, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 fe
lt th

e
 tre

m
b

lin
g

 in
 h

e
r 

h
a

n
d

s
 s

p
re

a
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e
 re

s
t o

f h
e

r b
o

d
y
. 

S
h

e
 h

e
a

rd
 th

e
 m

u
tte

re
d

 c
h

a
rm

. W
a

rm
th

 a
n

d
 liq

u
id

. 

S
h

e
 g

ritte
d

 h
e

r te
e

th
 a

s
 s

h
e

 fe
lt p

ro
d

d
in

g
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

e
r le

g
s
. 

W
h

e
n

 h
e

 s
a

n
k

 in
s
id

e
 h

e
r, s

h
e

 s
h

o
o

k
 b

u
t d

id
n

’t c
ry. 

W
h

e
n

 h
e

 s
ta

rte
d

 to
 m

o
ve

, s
h

e
 c

a
s
t h

e
r m

in
d

 fo
r s

o
m

e
th

in
g

—

s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 n

e
w

. S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
n

’t a
lre

a
d

y th
o

u
g

h
t to

 d
e

a
th

. 

T
h

e
 lin

e
s
 o

f a
 p

o
e

m
 s

lo
w

ly
 c

a
m

e
 to

 h
e

r. 

“I fe
lt a

 F
u

n
e

ra
l, in

 m
y
 B

ra
in

, 

A
n

d
 M

o
u

rn
e

rs
 to

 a
n

d
 fro

” 

T
h

e
 c

o
n

tin
u

o
u

s
 s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

 o
f m

o
ve

m
e

n
t in

s
id

e
 h

e
r d

ra
g

g
e

d
 

h
e

r a
tte

n
tio

n
 b

a
c
k

 in
to

 re
a

lity. S
h

e
 g

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r te
e

th
 a

n
d

 fo
u

g
h

t fo
r 

th
e

 n
e

xt lin
e

s
. S

h
e

 sta
rte

d
 o

ve
r. 

“I fe
lt a

 F
u

n
e

ra
l, in

 m
y
 B

ra
in

, 

A
n

d
 M

o
u

rn
e

rs
 to

 a
n

d
 fro

 

K
e

p
t tre

a
d

in
g

 - tre
a

d
in

g
 - till it s

e
e

m
e

d
 

T
h

a
t S

e
n

s
e

 w
a

s
 b

re
a

k
in

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 -” 

T
h

e
 p

a
c
e

 o
f m

o
ve

m
e

n
t s

h
ifte

d
, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 d

e
s
p

e
ra

te
ly s

c
ra

b
b

le
d

 

to
 re

c
a

ll w
h

a
t w

o
rd

s
 c

a
m

e
 n

e
x
t. 

“....th
a

t S
e

n
s
e

 w
a

s
 b

re
a

k
in

g
 th

o
u

g
h

 - 

A
n

d
 w

h
e

n
 th

e
y
 a

ll w
e

re
 s

e
a

te
d

, 

A
 S

e
rv

ic
e

, lik
e

 a
 D

ru
m

 - 

K
e

p
t b

e
a

tin
g
 - b

e
a

tin
g

 - till I th
o

u
g

h
t 

M
y
 m

in
d

 w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 n

u
m

b
 -” 

M
a

lfo
y a

b
ru

p
tly c

a
m

e
 a

s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r th

e
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 

lin
e

. H
e

 p
u

lle
d

 a
w

a
y
 s

h
a

rp
ly

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

n
’t m

o
ve

. 

A
 m

o
m

e
n

t la
te

r, s
h

e
 h

e
a

rd
 th

e
 d

o
o

r c
lic

k
 o

n
c
e

 m
o

re
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 trie
d

 to
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r th

e
 th

ird
 ve

rs
e

 o
f th

e
 p

o
e

m
, b

u
t 

it flo
a

te
d

 b
e

yo
n

d
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
ry

’s
 re

a
c
h

. 

S
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t—
s
h

e
 re

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 a

n
 a

rm
c
h

a
ir a

n
d

 a
 b

o
o

k
 o

f p
o

-

e
try. C

o
m

fo
rtin

g
 a

rm
s
 w

ra
p

p
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 a
 c

h
ild

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

, a
n

d
 a

 

w
o

m
a

n
’s

 h
a

n
d

s
 flic

k
in

g
 to

 a
 p

a
g

e
. A

 vo
ic

e
 sh

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r 

a
n

y lo
n

g
e

r…
 

H
e

r m
o

th
e

r—
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 A

s
 s

h
e

 e
xa

m
in

e
d

 h
e

r w
ris

t a
g

a
in

, s
h

e
 re

vie
w

e
d

 in
 h

e
r m

in
d

 a
ll 

th
e

 c
u

rs
e

s
 s

h
e

 k
n

e
w

 o
f th

a
t m

ig
h

t c
a

u
s
e

 s
u

c
h

 s
c
a

rrin
g

. It w
a

s
 s

u
c
h

 

a
 lo

n
g

 lis
t. V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt h

a
d

 c
re

a
te

d
 a

 d
ivis

io
n

 in
 h

is
 a

rm
y s

p
e

c
ific

a
lly 

d
e

vo
te

d
 to

 d
e

ve
lo

p
in

g
 n

e
w

 c
u

rs
e

s
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r a
 

b
a

ttle
 
th

a
t 

h
a

d
n

’t 
h

a
d

 
m

u
ltip

le
 
c
a

s
u

a
ltie

s
 
s
im

p
ly 

b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 
s
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

id
e

n
tify 

a
ll 

th
e

 
n

e
w

 
c
u

rs
e

s
 
fa

s
t 

e
n

o
u

g
h

 
to

 
c
o

u
n

te
ra

c
t 

th
e

m
. 

T
h

e
 w

a
te

r g
re

w
 c

o
ld

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
r, b

u
t s

h
e

 d
id

n
’t le

a
ve

 u
n

til s
h

e
 

s
ta

rte
d

 
s
h

ive
rin

g
. 

W
h

e
n

 
s
h

e
 
w

e
n

t 
b

a
c
k

 
in

to
 
th

e
 
b

e
d

ro
o

m
, 

s
h

e
 

fo
u

n
d

 th
a

t lu
n

c
h

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 le

ft fo
r h

e
r. S

h
e

 p
ic

k
e

d
 lis

tle
ss

ly a
t it. 

S
h

e
 w

e
n

t to
 th

e
 d

o
o

r a
n

d
 s

to
o

d
 tre

m
b

lin
g

 in
 fro

n
t o

f it fo
r s

e
v-

e
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
 b

e
fo

re
 tu

rn
in

g
 a

w
a

y
. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t th
e

 c
o

ld
, m

is
ty W

ilts
h

ire
 la

n
d

s
c
a

p
e

 o
u

ts
id

e
 h

e
r 

w
in

d
o

w
. P

re
ss

in
g

 h
e

r fo
re

h
e

a
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 g

la
s
s
, s

h
e

 re
lis

h
e

d
 th

e
 

s
h

a
rp

, ic
y p

a
in

 th
a

t s
a

n
k

 in
to

 h
e

r s
k

in
. S

h
e

 w
is

h
e

d
 it w

o
u

ld
 s

in
k

 in
 

fa
r e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 n
u

m
b

 h
e

r m
e

n
ta

lly. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t k
n

o
w

 w
h

a
t to

 d
o

 b
u

t m
a

k
e

 m
o

re
 fu

tile
 p

la
n

s
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
 to

 d
o

. N
o

 b
o

o
k

s
 to

 re
a

d
. N

o
th

in
g

 to
 

o
c
c
u

p
y h

e
r m

in
d

 b
u

t a
ll th

o
s
e

 s
p

e
lls

, a
n

d
 a

rith
m

a
n

c
y
 p

ro
b

le
m

s
, 

a
n

d
 p

o
tio

n
 re

c
ip

e
s
 th

a
t s

h
e

 h
a

d
 a

lre
a

d
y re

c
ite

d
 to

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
 th

o
u

-

s
a

n
d

 tim
e

s
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t re

a
lis

e
d

 th
e

 c
o

m
fo

rtin
g

 o
b

livio
n

 th
a

t c
a

m
e

 fro
m

 

n
o

t s
e

e
in

g
 a

n
d

 b
a

re
ly h

e
a

rin
g

 in
 a

 tim
e

le
s
s
 n

o
w

h
e

re
. S

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

u
t 

in
 th

e
 re

a
l w

o
rld

 a
g

a
in

 w
a

s
 a

 k
e

e
n

e
r s

e
n

s
e

 o
f d

e
s
p

a
ir th

a
n

 e
ve

n
 

h
e

r e
ve

n
tu

a
l a

c
c
e

p
ta

n
c
e

 o
f h

e
r c

e
ll. R

e
a

lis
in

g
 h

o
w

 re
d

u
c
e

d
 s

h
e

’d
 

b
e

c
o

m
e

. H
o

w
 p

o
w

e
rle

s
s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 to

 fig
h

t h
e

r c
irc

u
m

s
ta

n
c
e

s
. F

in
d

-

in
g

 th
a

t n
o

 b
o

o
k

 s
h

e
’d

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 n

o
r s

p
e

ll s
h

e
’d

 le
a

rn
e

d
 o

ffe
re

d
 a

n
y 

s
o

lu
tio

n
s
 fo

r h
e

r c
irc

u
m

sta
n

c
e

s
... 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 to

 ris
e

 a
b

o
ve

 it. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t e
ve

n
 k

n
o

w
 h

o
w

 to
 g

e
t th

ro
u

g
h

 it. 

S
h

e
 ju

s
t w

a
n

te
d

 to
 d

ie
. 

E
ve

n
 th

a
t fe

lt u
tte

rly u
n

a
tta

in
a

b
le

. 

T
h

e
 ta

b
le

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 in

 h
e

r ro
o

m
 a

t p
re

c
is

e
ly 7

:3
0

 th
a

t e
ve

n
in

g
. 

S
h

e
’d

 b
a

th
e

d
 o

n
ly

 a
 fe

w
 h

o
u

rs
 b

e
fo

re
, s

o
 s

h
e

 ju
s
t s

ta
re

d
 a

t it. 

B
ra

c
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf. C

o
n

s
id

e
rin

g
. 

It w
a

s
 a

t le
a

s
t—

im
p

e
rs

o
n

a
l. 

A
s
 h

u
m

ilia
tin

g
 a

n
d

 h
o

rrifyin
g

 a
s
 it w

a
s
. A

t le
a

s
t s

h
e

 d
id

n
’t h

a
ve

 

to
 lo

o
k

 a
t M

a
lfo

y w
h

e
n

 h
e

 d
id

 it. D
id

n
’t h

a
v
e

 to
 to

u
c
h

 h
im

. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t w
a

n
t to

 s
e

e
 h

im
. 

A
 
m

in
u

te
 
b

e
fo

re
 
e

ig
h

t 
o

’c
lo

c
k

, 
s
h

e
 
w

e
n

t 
o

ve
r 

a
n

d
 
le

a
n

e
d

 

a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ta

b
le

. S
h

e
 s

e
t h

e
r fe

e
t w

id
e

 a
n

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 h

e
r fa

c
e

 s
o

 s
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 w
a

tc
h

 th
e

 c
lo

c
k

. 

W
h

e
n

 th
e

 d
o

o
r c

lic
k

e
d

 s
h

e
 d

id
n

’t m
o

ve
. 

   h
e

 fo
llo

w
in

g
 th

re
e

 d
a

y
s
 p

a
s
s
e

d
 in

 m
u

c
h

 th
e

 s
a

m
e

 m
a

n
n

e
r. 

T
h

e
 ta

b
le

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 p

ro
m

p
tly

 a
t s

e
ve

n
 th

irty e
a

c
h

 e
ve

n
in

g
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
e

n
t a

n
d

 le
a

n
e

d
 o

ve
r it a

 fe
w

 m
in

u
te

s
 b

e
fo

re
 e

ig
h

t 

o
’c

lo
c
k

. M
a

lfo
y
 e

n
te

re
d

—
p

e
rfo

rm
e

d
—

a
n

d
 th

e
n

 le
ft w

ith
o

u
t a

 w
o

rd
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
c
ite

d
 p

o
e

try
 to

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 ta
k

e
 h

e
r m

in
d

 

a
s
 fa

r a
w

a
y a

s
 s

h
e

 p
o

s
s
ib

ly
 c

o
u

ld
. A

n
yth

in
g

 to
 n

o
t th

in
k

 a
b

o
u

t w
h

a
t 

w
a

s
 h

a
p

p
e

n
in

g
 to

 h
e

r b
o

d
y. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t th
e

re
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 lyin

g
 a

c
ro

s
s
 a

 ta
b

le
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 s
h

e
 

w
a

s
 tire

d
. S

h
e

 tra
c
e

d
 h

e
r fin

g
e

rs
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 s

u
b

tle
 g

ra
in

 o
f th

e
 

w
o

o
d

. P
e

rh
a

p
s
 it w

a
s
 o

a
k

. O
r w

a
ln

u
t. 

A
s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 p

e
rm

itte
d

 to
 le

a
ve

 th
e

 ta
b

le
, s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 

c
lim

b
 in

to
 b

e
d

 a
n

d
 p

ra
y
 fo

r s
le

e
p

 to
 c

o
m

e
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t a
llo

w
 to

 

w
a

s
h

 u
n

til th
e

 fo
llo

w
in

g
 m

o
rn

in
g

, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 d
id

n
’t w

a
n

t to
 fe

e
l th

e
 

flu
id

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

 h
e

r le
g

s
. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 n

o
t to

 th
in

k
 a

b
o

u
t it. N

o
t w

h
ile

 it h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

. N
o

t a
f-

te
rw

a
rd

. N
o

t th
e

 n
e

xt m
o

rn
in

g
. S

h
e

 ju
s
t—

trie
d

 n
o

t to
 e

ve
n

 th
in

k
 

a
b

o
u

t it. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 d

o
. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 s
h

o
ve

 it a
w

a
y in

to
 a

 c
o

rn
e

r o
f h

e
r m

in
d

. T
a

k
e

 h
e

r 

m
in

d
 a

s
 fa

r fro
m

 h
e

r b
o

d
y a

s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 a
n

d
 s

ta
y th

e
re

. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

o
k

e
 th

e
 m

o
rn

in
g

 a
fte

r th
e

 fifth
 d

a
y, s

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 

w
e

e
p

, s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
 re

lie
ve

d
 it w

a
s
—

a
t le

a
s
t te

m
p

o
ra

rily
—

o
ve

r. T
h

e
 

d
e

a
d

 s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 o
f h

o
rro

r th
a

t re
s
id

e
d

 in
 h

e
r s

to
m

a
c
h

 fe
lt fa

in
tly 

e
a

s
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 g

o
t u

p
 a

n
d

 b
a

th
e

d
. S

c
ru

b
b

in
g

 e
ve

ry
 in

c
h

 o
f h

e
rs

e
lf ritu

a
l-

is
tic

a
lly. T

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 s
to

o
d

 w
ith

 re
so

lu
tio

n
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 b

e
d

ro
o

m
 d

o
o

r. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 g
o

 o
u

t. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 g
e

t o
u

t o
f h

e
r ro

o
m

 

a
n

d
 e

xp
lo

re
 a

t le
a

s
t...fo

u
r. F

o
u

r o
f th

e
 o

th
e

r ro
o

m
s
 a

lo
n

g
 th

e
 h

a
ll. 

T 
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 S

h
e

 w
a

s
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
d

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 e
xa

m
in

e
 e

ve
ry

 in
c
h

, 

a
n

d
 s

e
e

 if s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fin

d
 a

n
y
 p

o
te

n
tia

l w
e

a
p

o
n

 b
y w

h
ic

h
 to

 k
ill M

a
l-

fo
y
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 e

n
v
is

io
n

e
d

 h
is

 d
e

a
th

 in
 a

 m
u

ltitu
d

e
 o

f c
re

a
tive

 w
a

ys
 

d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 la
s
t s

e
ve

ra
l d

a
ys

. C
a

rrie
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf th
ro

u
g

h
 w

ith
 th

e
 fe

r-

ve
n

t d
e

s
ire

 to
 w

a
tc

h
 th

e
 lig

h
t fa

d
e

 fro
m

 h
is

 e
ye

s
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 g
ive

 

a
n

yth
in

g
 to

 d
rive

 a
 b

la
d

e
 in

to
 h

is
 c

o
ld

 h
e

a
rt. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 w

illin
g

 to
 s

e
ttle

 fo
r s

tra
n

g
lin

g
 o

r p
o

is
o

n
in

g
 h

im
. 

A
s
id

e
 fro

m
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt a

n
d

 A
n

to
n

in
 D

o
lo

h
o

v, th
e

re
 w

a
s
 n

o
 o

n
e

 

e
ls

e
’s

 d
e

a
th

 w
h

ic
h

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 n
o

w
 w

is
h

e
d

 fo
r s

o
 fe

rve
n

tly
. 

D
o

lo
h

o
v h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 th
e

 le
a

d
 d

e
ve

lo
p

e
r in

 th
e

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt’s
 c

u
rs

e
 

d
ivis

io
n

. T
h

e
 m

o
s
t h

o
rrific

 c
u

rs
e

s
 th

a
t h

a
d

 e
m

e
rg

e
d

 o
ve

r th
e

 c
o

u
rs

e
 

o
f th

e
 w

a
r w

e
re

 a
ttrib

u
ta

b
le

 to
 h

im
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 if h
e

 w
e

re
 

a
live

, s
till in

ve
n

tin
g

 n
e

w
 m

e
th

o
d

s
 w

ith
 w

h
ic

h
 to

 k
ill p

e
o

p
le

 w
ith

 a
g

-

o
n

is
in

g
 s

lo
w

n
e

s
s
. 

N
o

w
, D

o
lo

h
o

v a
n

d
 M

a
lfo

y w
e

re
 n

e
a

rly tie
d

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
n

’t 

s
u

re
 w

h
ic

h
 o

f th
e

m
 s

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 d

e
a

d
 m

o
re

. P
ro

b
a

b
ly

 s
till D

o
lo

h
o

v, 

s
h

e
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
. E

ve
n

 if th
e

 b
o

d
y c

o
u

n
t w

e
re

 e
q

u
a

l, a
t le

a
s
t M

a
lfo

y 

w
a

s
n

’t s
u

c
h

 a
 s

a
d

is
t. 

S
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 th

e
 d

o
o

r o
p

e
n

 a
n

d
 s

te
p

p
e

d
 o

u
t. S

h
e

 d
id

n
’t p

a
u

s
e

 

to
 c

lo
s
e

 it b
e

h
in

d
 h

e
r. S

h
e

 d
id

n
’t g

ive
 h

e
rs

e
lf tim

e
 to

 fre
e

ze
. S

h
e

 

ru
s
h

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 h
a

ll in
to

 th
e

 n
e

a
re

st ro
o

m
. 

W
h

e
n

 th
e

 d
o

o
r w

a
s
 s

h
u

t, s
h

e
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t th

e
 

fra
m

e
 a

n
d

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 b

re
a

th
e

.  S
lo

w
 d

e
e

p
 b

re
a

th
s
. A

ir a
ll th

e
 

w
a

y
 d

o
w

n
 in

to
 th

e
 b

o
tto

m
 o

f h
e

r lu
n

g
s
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 s

lo
w

ly o
u

t to
 a

 

c
o

u
n

t o
f e

ig
h

t. 

H
e

r s
h

o
u

ld
e

rs
 w

e
re

 s
h

a
k

in
g

, a
n

d
 h

e
r fin

g
e

rs
 tw

itc
h

in
g

. S
h

e
 

tu
rn

e
d

 re
s
o

lu
te

ly
 to

 e
xa

m
in

e
 th

e
 ro

o
m

. It w
a

s
 a

lm
o

s
t id

e
n

tic
a

l to
 

h
e

rs
 b

u
t w

ith
 tw

o
 c

h
a

irs
 a

n
d

 a
 c

h
a

is
e

. 

S
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

, ta
k

in
g

 in
 a

ll th
e

 g
e

n
e

ra
l d

e
ta

ils
. A

s
 s

h
e

 

d
id

, s
h

e
 n

e
a

rly
 c

u
rs

e
d

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 c

a
u

g
h

t s
ig

h
t o

f a
 p

a
in

tin
g

 o
n

 th
e

 

w
a

ll. It w
a

s
 a

 D
u

tc
h

 s
till-life

. A
 ta

b
le

 o
f flo

w
e

rs
 a

n
d

 fru
it. B

e
s
id

e
 th

e
 

ta
b

le
 w

a
s
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 th

e
 w

itc
h

 fro
m

 th
e

 p
o

rtra
it in

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 ro

o
m

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 w

a
tc

h
in

g
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

ith
 a

 fa
in

tly
 c

h
a

lle
n

g
in

g
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 th
ro

w
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 a
t th

e
 p

a
in

tin
g

, b
u

t s
h

e
 

c
u

rle
d

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 in
to

 fis
ts

 a
n

d
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf n

o
t to

 re
a

c
t. S

h
e

 

w
a

lk
e

d
 s

lo
w

ly a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 ro

o
m

. P
e

e
k

in
g

 in
to

 th
e

 w
a

rd
ro

b
e

. U
n

d
e

r 

th
e

 b
e

d
. In

to
 th

e
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
. 

S
h

e
 s

lip
p

e
d

 b
e

h
in

d
 th

e
 h

e
a

vy
 w

in
te

r d
ra

p
e

s
 a

n
d

 lo
o

k
e

d
 o

u
t 

o
ve

r a
n

o
th

e
r s

e
c
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 m

a
ze

. 

S
h

e
 c

h
e

c
k

e
d

 e
ve

ry flo
o

rb
o

a
rd

, b
u

t n
o

n
e

 o
f th

e
m

 s
o

 m
u

c
h

 a
s
 

s
q

u
e

a
k

e
d

. 

O
f c

o
u

rs
e

 it w
o

u
ld

n
’t b

e
 e

a
s
y. 
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 T
h

e
n

 h
e

 s
tra

ig
h

te
n

e
d

 a
g

a
in

, a
n

d
 a

ll th
e

 h
u

m
o

u
r va

n
is

h
e

d
 fro

m
 

h
is

 fa
c
e

. 

“S
ta

y
 o

u
t o

f m
y ro

o
m

. I d
o

n
’t w

a
n

t to
 fin

d
 y

o
u

 in
 th

e
re

 a
g

a
in

. 

I’ll c
o

m
e

 d
o

 it h
e

re
.” 

H
e

 s
n

e
e

re
d

 a
t h

e
r. “I’ll h

a
ve

 a
 ta

b
le

 s
e

n
t, so

 yo
u

’ll k
n

o
w

 w
h

e
n

 

to
 e

xp
e

c
t m

e
.” 

H
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 o
n

 h
is

 h
e

e
l a

n
d

 s
tro

d
e

 o
u

t w
ith

o
u

t a
n

o
th

e
r w

o
rd

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

n
’t m

o
ve

. 

N
o

t w
h

e
n

 th
e

 d
o

o
r c

lic
k

e
d

 s
h

u
t. 

N
o

t a
s
 th

e
 h

a
n

d
s
 o

n
 th

e
 c

lo
c
k

 tic
k

e
d

 u
n

re
le

n
tin

g
ly o

n
 a

n
d

 o
n

, 

in
d

ic
a

tin
g

 th
a

t it w
a

s
 p

a
s
t th

re
e

 in
 th

e
 m

o
rn

in
g

. 

N
o

t w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 b

e
c
a

m
e

 c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
 o

f th
e

 c
ru

s
tin

g
 s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

 o
n

 

h
e

r th
ig

h
s
, th

e
 fa

in
t ra

w
n

e
s
s
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

e
r le

g
s
, a

n
d

 th
e

 u
n

fa
m

ilia
r 

a
c
h

e
 in

 h
e

r lo
w

e
r a

b
d

o
m

e
n

.   

S
h

e
 ju

s
t la

y th
e

re
. 

O
n

c
e

 u
p

o
n

 a
 tim

e
…

 th
e

re
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
 g

irl w
h

o
 fo

u
g

h
t. W

h
o

 

b
e

lie
ve

d
 th

a
t b

o
o

k
s
 a

n
d

 c
le

ve
rn

e
s
s
 a

n
d

 frie
n

d
s
h

ip
 a

n
d

 b
ra

v
e

ry 

c
o

u
ld

 o
ve

rc
o

m
e

 a
ll th

in
g

s
. 

B
u

t n
o

w
—

 

—
th

a
t g

irl w
a

s
 g

o
n

e
. 

S
h

e
’d

 b
e

e
n

 a
ll b

u
t k

ille
d

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 w
a

r. 

N
o

w
—

D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y
 h

a
d

 s
to

m
p

e
d

 th
a

t g
irl to

 d
u

s
t o

ve
r th

e
 

c
o

u
rs

e
 o

f a
n

 e
ve

n
in

g
. 

H
e

’d
 p

h
y
s
ic

a
lly a

n
d

 m
e

n
ta

lly
 ra

p
e

d
 e

ve
ry la

s
t s

h
re

d
 o

f th
a

t g
irl 

to
 d

e
a

th
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 la
y
 a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 u
p

 a
t th

e
 c

a
n

o
p

y
 o

f th
e

 b
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t la

id
 m

u
c
h

 s
to

re
 in

 h
e

r p
la

n
s
. S

h
e

’d
 k

n
o

w
n

 h
e

r o
d

d
s 

w
e

re
 
im

p
o

s
s
ib

ly 
s
m

a
ll. 

N
o

w
—

M
a

lfo
y’s

 
m

o
c
k

e
ry

 
h

a
d

 
s
e

a
le

d
 
th

e
 

s
e

n
s
e

 o
f d

e
fe

a
t th

a
t s

h
e

 fe
lt. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t m
o

ve
. 

W
h

e
n

 m
o

rn
in

g
 c

a
m

e
, s

h
e

 d
id

n
’t w

a
k

e
. It w

a
s
 la

te
 in

 th
e

 a
fte

r-

n
o

o
n

 b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 fin

a
lly

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf fro
m

 th
e

 b
e

d
 a

n
d

 in
to

 a
 

b
a

th
. M

a
lfo

y h
a

d
 b

a
re

ly to
u

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r, b
u

t s
h

e
 s

c
ru

b
b

e
d

 e
ve

ry
 in

c
h

 o
f 

h
e

rs
e

lf in
 a

n
 a

tte
m

p
t to

 e
xc

is
e

 a
n

y
 tra

c
e

 o
f h

im
. 

In
 th

e
 p

ro
c
e

s
s
, s

h
e

 d
is

c
o

ve
re

d
 a

 th
in

 ra
is

e
d

 s
c
a

r o
n

 h
e

r rib
 

c
a

g
e

 th
a

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r g
e

ttin
g

, a
s
 w

e
ll a

s
 fa

in
t c

lu
s
te

rs
 

o
f s

c
a

rs
 m

o
ttlin

g
 h

e
r le

ft w
ris

t a
n

d
 u

p
p

e
r c

h
e

s
t. 

S
h

e
 in

s
p

e
c
te

d
 th

e
m

 a
ll c

a
re

fu
lly b

u
t d

re
w

 a
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 b

la
n

k
 

a
s
 to

 h
o

w
 o

r w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 re
c
e

ive
d

 th
e

m
. S

h
e

 d
id

n
’t th

in
k

 s
h

e
’d

 

b
e

e
n

 in
ju

re
d

 m
u

c
h

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 fin
a

l b
a

ttle
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
n

’t b
e

e
n

 in
 a

n
y 

ra
id

s
 o

r s
k

irm
is

h
e

s fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l ye

a
rs

 p
rio

r to
 th

e
 w

a
r e

n
d

in
g

. 
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 H

e
r fin

g
e

rs
 tw

itc
h

e
d

 in
vo

lu
n

ta
ry, b

u
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 o

th
e

rw
is

e
 s

till. 

H
e

 s
lip

p
e

d
 q

u
ic

k
ly

 th
ro

u
g

h
 a

ll th
e

 lo
n

g
, s

ile
n

t, is
o

la
te

d
 m

o
n

th
s
 

a
n

d
 th

e
n

 m
o

ve
d

 s
lo

w
ly o

n
c
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 o

u
t o

f th
e

 c
e

ll, to
r-

tu
re

d
, p

e
trifie

d
, a

n
d

 th
e

n
 re

-to
rtu

re
d

 b
y n

o
t b

e
in

g
 s

tu
n

n
e

d
 w

h
e

n
 

m
o

b
ilis

e
d

 a
g

a
in

. H
e

 to
o

k
 n

o
te

 o
f h

e
r c

o
n

ve
rs

a
tio

n
 w

ith
 H

a
n

n
a

h
 

a
n

d
 th

e
 m

in
d

 h
e

a
le

r’s
 d

e
s
c
rip

tio
n

 o
f H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 c
o

n
d

itio
n

. H
e

 o
b

-

s
e

rve
d

 th
e

 te
c
h

n
iq

u
e

s V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt a
n

d
 S

n
a

p
e

 h
a

d
 u

s
e

d
 to

 try to
 

b
re

a
k

 in
to

 h
e

r lo
c
k

e
d

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
. H

e
 w

a
s
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly in
te

re
ste

d
 in

 

h
e

r s
c
h

e
m

in
g

 to
 k

ill h
e

rs
e

lf o
r e

s
c
a

p
e

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l h

is
 c

o
n

d
e

-

s
c
e

n
d

in
g

 a
m

u
s
e

m
e

n
t a

t w
h

o
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 th

e
o

ris
e

d
 th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 

c
o

u
ld

 b
e

; h
o

w
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 if s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 ta

k
e

 a
d

va
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 

h
im

 a
n

d
 g

e
t h

im
 k

ille
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t fin

d
 a

 w
a

y
 to

 w
re

n
c
h

 th
e

 th
o

u
g

h
ts

 a
w

a
y 

fro
m

 h
im

 o
r c

o
n

c
e

a
l th

e
m

. E
ve

ry tim
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

b
le

 to
 g

a
th

e
r m

o
re

 

th
a

n
 a

 s
h

re
d

 o
f m

a
g

ic
, s

h
e

 fe
lt th

e
 c

o
p

p
e

r o
f th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 k

e
y in

 

a
n

d
 s

n
a

tc
h

 it a
w

a
y
. 

H
e

 p
a

id
 c

a
re

fu
l a

tte
n

tio
n

 to
 th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
. T

h
e

 c
o

m
p

u
ls

io
n

s
 

th
a

t h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 la

id
. T

h
e

 s
c
re

a
m

in
g

 g
irl w

h
o

 s
n

a
p

p
e

d
 a

n
d

 n
e

a
rly 

b
lu

d
g

e
o

n
e

d
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 to
 d

e
a

th
. T

o
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 a
rriva

l a
t th

e
 m

a
n

o
r 

a
n

d
 re

a
c
tio

n
 u

p
o

n
 s

e
e

in
g

 h
im

. T
o

 h
e

r th
e

o
rie

s re
g

a
rd

in
g

 h
im

s
e

lf 

a
n

d
 A

s
to

ria
. T

h
e

n
 h

e
r c

a
re

fu
l e

x
p

lo
ra

tio
n

 o
f h

e
r ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 p

a
n

ic
 

a
tta

c
k

s
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 s

te
p

 in
to

 th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y
. 

It to
o

k
 h

o
u

rs
. 

H
e

 p
o

re
d

 o
ve

r e
ve

ry d
e

ta
il. A

ll th
e

 tw
is

ts
, d

o
u

b
ts

, q
u

e
stio

n
s 

a
n

d
 th

e
o

rie
s
 in

 h
e

r m
in

d
. F

in
a

lly
, w

h
e

n
 h

e
 re

a
c
h

e
d

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

ry o
f 

A
s
to

ria
 s

w
e

e
p

in
g

 in
to

 th
e

 b
e

d
ro

o
m

 to
 re

trie
ve

 h
e

r th
a

t e
ve

n
in

g
, h

e
 

w
ith

d
re

w
. H

e
 w

a
s
 a

p
p

a
re

n
tly d

is
in

te
re

s
te

d
 b

y th
e

 n
o

tio
n

 o
f w

it-

n
e

s
s
in

g
 h

e
r p

e
rs

p
e

c
tive

 o
f b

e
in

g
 ra

p
e

d
 b

y
 h

im
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
fe

lt 
a

s
 
th

o
u

g
h

 
h

e
r 

s
k

u
ll 

h
a

d
 
b

e
e

n
 
c
ru

s
h

e
d

. 
S

h
e

 

b
a

re
ly e

ve
n

 tw
itc

h
e

d
 a

s
 h

e
 s

to
o

d
 s

ta
rin

g
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r. 

“S
o

 m
a

n
y s

c
h

e
m

e
s
,” h

e
 sa

id
 a

s
 h

e
 s

tra
ig

h
te

n
e

d
 a

n
d

 tilte
d

 h
is

 

h
e

a
d

 b
a

c
k

, a
p

p
ra

is
in

g
 h

e
r w

ith
 c

o
ld

, m
o

c
k

in
g

 e
ye

s
. “T

h
e

n
 a

g
a

in
, 

I’d
 fe

e
l d

is
a

p
p

o
in

te
d

 if yo
u

 w
e

re
n

’t e
n

te
rta

in
in

g
 a

t le
a

s
t o

n
e

 p
lo

t to
 

try to
 k

ill m
e

 a
n

d
 e

s
c
a

p
e

. I c
a

n
’t w

a
it to

 s
e

e
 w

h
a

t y
o

u
’ll c

o
m

e
 u

p
 

w
ith

 n
e

xt.” 

H
e

 le
a

n
e

d
 o

ve
r th

e
 b

e
d

 u
n

til h
is

 c
ru

e
l fa

c
e

 w
a

s
 o

n
ly

 a
 b

re
a

th
 

a
w

a
y fro

m
 h

e
rs

. “D
o

 yo
u

 re
a

lly
 th

in
k

 yo
u

 c
a

n
 tric

k
 m

e
 in

to
 k

illin
g

 

yo
u

?
” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 a

w
a

y fro
m

 h
is

 fa
c
e

 a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
 u

p
 

a
t th

e
 c

a
n

o
p

y. 

“D
o

 fe
e

l fre
e

 to
 try

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 s
m

irk
, “ju

s
t a

s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 yo

u
 

c
a

n
 b

rin
g

 yo
u

rs
e

lf to
 w

a
lk

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

a
t d

o
o

r b
y yo

u
rs

e
lf." 
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 S
h

e
 to

o
k

 a
 d

e
e

p
 b

re
a

th
 a

n
d

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 w

a
lk

 s
lo

w
ly in

to
 

th
e

 n
e

xt ro
o

m
. 

It w
a

s
 a

lm
o

s
t e

xa
c
tly th

e
 s

a
m

e
. T

h
e

 p
o

rtra
it fo

llo
w

e
d

 a
n

d
 k

e
p

t 

w
a

tc
h

 b
y s

ittin
g

 d
o

w
n

 to
 a

n
 im

p
re

ss
io

n
is

t s
tyle

 p
ic

n
ic

 la
id

 o
u

t b
e

-

s
id

e
 a

 rive
r. D

a
in

tily n
ib

b
lin

g
 c

h
e

e
s
e

 w
h

ile
 s

h
e

 stu
d

ie
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 

T
h

e
 th

ird
 ro

o
m

 w
a

s
 th

e
 m

o
s
t h

e
a

rte
n

in
g

. N
o

t th
a

t it a
c
tu

a
lly 

c
o

n
ta

in
e

d
 a

n
yth

in
g

 e
ve

n
 re

m
o

te
ly u

s
e

fu
l, b

u
t th

e
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
 c

o
n

-

ta
in

e
d

 a
 s

h
o

w
e

r. H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 h

e
a

rt le
a

p
t s

lig
h

tly. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

yin
g

 to
 

s
h

o
w

e
r. 

W
a

s
h

in
g

 h
e

r h
a

ir in
 a

 b
a

th
tu

b
 w

a
s
 ju

s
t o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 in

n
u

m
e

ra
b

le
 

th
in

g
s
 s

h
e

 h
a

te
d

 a
b

o
u

t h
e

r life
. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

’d
 a

w
o

k
e

n
 in

 th
e

 H
o

g
-

w
a

rts
 
in

firm
a

ry
 a

fte
r p

a
s
s
in

g
 
o

u
t, h

e
r h

a
ir 

a
n

d
 b

o
d

y h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 

s
c
o

u
rg

ifie
d

 to
 re

m
o

ve
 th

e
 m

o
n

th
s
 o

f g
rim

e
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t re

m
e

m
-

b
e

r w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
’d

 la
s
t w

a
s
h

e
d

 h
e

r h
a

ir p
ro

p
e

rly
. 

S
h

e
 w

e
n

t o
n

 to
 th

e
 n

e
xt ro

o
m

. S
h

e
 k

e
p

t g
o

in
g

. H
e

r p
a

n
ic

 a
t-

ta
c
k

s
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 s

lig
h

tly
 u

n
d

e
r c

o
n

tro
l w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 fo
c
u

s
e

d
 o

n
 m

o
vin

g
 

fro
m

 ro
o

m
 to

 ro
o

m
. M

a
k

in
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf c
o

u
n

t s
lo

w
ly to

 fo
u

r w
ith

 e
a

c
h

 

in
h

a
le

d
 a

n
d

 e
x
h

a
le

d
 b

re
a

th
. 

It w
a

s
 p

rim
a

rily th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y
 th

a
t b

o
th

e
re

d
 h

e
r. T

h
e

 va
s
t, o

p
e

n
, 

u
n

k
n

o
w

n
... 

In
d

ivid
u

a
l ro

o
m

s
 w

e
re

 c
o

n
ta

in
e

d
. M

a
n

a
g

e
a

b
le

. 

S
h

e
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r w

a
y
 th

ro
u

g
h

 a
ll th

e
 u

n
lo

c
k

e
d

 ro
o

m
s
 in

 th
e

 h
a

ll-

w
a

y
. T

h
e

 c
lo

s
e

s
t th

in
g

 to
 u

s
e

fu
l th

a
t s

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 in
 a

n
y
 o

f th
e

m
 w

a
s
 

a
 fire

p
la

c
e

 p
o

k
e

r—
w

h
ic

h
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t to

u
c
h

. 

S
h

e
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r w

a
y b

a
c
k

 to
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 c

u
rle

d
 u

p
 in

 th
e

 c
h

a
ir 

b
y th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt a
t a

 lo
s
s
. W

h
a

t w
a

s
 s

h
e

 s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 to

 d
o

?
 

S
h

e
 c

lo
s
e

d
 h

e
r e

y
e

s
. 

H
e

r in
s
id

e
s
 s

h
rive

le
d

 s
lig

h
tly. S

h
e

 n
e

e
d

e
d

 to
 g

e
t c

lo
s
e

 to
 M

a
l-

fo
y
. H

e
 w

a
s
 th

e
 c

lo
s
e

s
t th

in
g

 to
 a

 k
e

y
 th

a
t s

h
e

 h
a

d
. A

s
 lo

n
g

 a
s
 h

e
 

re
m

a
in

e
d

 a
 m

ys
te

ry, s
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 n
o

 w
a

y
 o

f p
re

d
ic

tin
g

 w
h

ic
h

 

w
a

y
s
 h

e
 w

a
s
 a

n
d

 w
a

s
 n

o
t c

a
re

fu
l. 

H
e

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 m

e
tic

u
lo

u
s
. E

ve
ryth

in
g

 w
a

s
 u

n
b

re
a

k
a

b
le

. A
 p

o
r-

tra
it in

 e
ve

ry
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
. B

u
t n

o
 o

n
e

 w
a

s
 p

e
rfe

c
t. E

ve
ry-

o
n

e
 h

a
s
 s

o
m

e
 w

e
a

k
n

e
s
s
, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 fin

d
 M

a
lfo

y’s
 a

n
d

 u
s
e

 it to
 

e
n

d
 h

im
. 

It w
o

u
ld

, o
f c

o
u

rs
e

, b
e

 a
 g

a
m

e
 o

f c
a

t a
n

d
 m

o
u

s
e

. 

A
n

y w
e

a
k

n
e

s
s
e

s
 s

h
e

 d
is

c
o

ve
re

d
, h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 fin

d
 q

u
ic

k
ly in

 h
e

r 

m
in

d
. If s

h
e

 d
id

n
’t k

n
o

w
 a

n
yth

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t h
im

 a
n

d
 ju

s
t trie

d
 to

 b
e

 

u
n

p
re

d
ic

ta
b

le
, h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 s

till fin
d

 it in
 h

e
r m

in
d

. T
h

e
 tric

k
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 

g
e

ttin
g

 to
 k

n
o

w
 h

im
 w

e
ll e

n
o

u
g

h
 th

a
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 m
o

ve
 fa

s
te

r th
a

n
 

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
to

p
 h

e
r. 
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 T
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t o
f b

e
in

g
 a

n
yw

h
e

re
 n

e
a

r h
im

 w
a

s
 te

rrify
in

g
. 

S
h

e
 h

is
s
e

d
 fa

in
tly th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r te
e

th
 a

n
d

 c
u

rle
d

 in
to

 a
 tig

h
te

r 

b
a

ll. Ju
s
t th

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t o
f b

e
in

g
 in

 s
ig

h
t o

f M
a

lfo
y m

a
d

e
 a

 n
e

e
d

le
-

lik
e

 s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 o
f te

rro
r s

lid
e

 d
o

w
n

 h
e

r s
p

in
e

 a
n

d
 c

o
il in

 h
e

r lo
w

e
r 

b
a

c
k

. S
h

e
 b

u
rie

d
 h

e
r fa

c
e

 in
 th

e
 c

h
a

ir. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 d

o
 it. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
. 

Ju
s
t—

n
o

t y
e

t. 

S
h

e
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 a

 fe
w

 m
o

re
 d

a
y
s
 to

 g
e

t h
e

r b
e

a
rin

g
s
. T

o
 s

e
p

a
ra

te
 

fro
m

 th
e

 la
s
t five

 d
a

y
s
 s

h
e

’d
 ju

s
t e

n
d

u
re

d
. 

M
a

yb
e

 th
e

 d
a

y
 a

fte
r to

m
o

rro
w

. 

M
a

lfo
y d

id
 n

o
t g

ive
 h

e
r tim

e
 to

 s
e

p
a

ra
te

 o
r fin

d
 h

e
r b

e
a

rin
g

s
. 

H
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 in

to
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 fin

is
h

in
g

 lu
n

c
h

 th
e

 n
e

x
t 

d
a

y, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

o
 h

o
rrifie

d
 s

h
e

 n
e

a
rly

 s
c
re

a
m

e
d

. 

H
e

 ju
s
t s

to
o

d
, s

ta
rin

g
 a

t h
e

r fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l s

e
c
o

n
d

s
, w

h
ile

 s
h

e
 

c
lu

tc
h

e
d

 th
e

 b
a

c
k

 o
f h

e
r c

h
a

ir a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 k
e

e
p

 fro
m

 c
o

w
e

rin
g

. 

W
h

y w
a

s
 h

e
 th

e
re

?
 W

h
a

t d
id

 h
e

 w
a

n
t?

 W
a

s
 h

e
 g

o
in

g
 to

 ra
p

e
 

h
e

r a
g

a
in

?
 

H
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 tw
itc

h
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
p

a
s
m

e
d

 a
s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 s

te
a

d
y h

e
r-

s
e

lf. H
is

 c
o

ld
, p

a
le

 e
ye

s s
lid

 o
ve

r h
e

r a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 ta

k
in

g
 n

o
te

 

o
f e

ve
ry d

e
ta

il a
b

o
u

t h
e

r. S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 flic

k
e

re
d

 in
 th

e
m

 w
h

e
n

 h
e

 

n
o

tic
e

d
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 s

p
a

s
m

in
g

. It va
n

is
h

e
d

 q
u

ic
k

ly
 in

to
 u

n
w

a
ve

rin
g

, 

a
tte

n
tive

 c
o

ld
n

e
s
s
. 

L
ik

e
 a

 v
ip

e
r, th

e
 in

s
ta

n
t b

e
fo

re
 it s

tru
c
k

. 

“Y
o

u
 h

a
ve

n
’t b

e
e

n
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 in
s
tru

c
tio

n
s
,” h

e
 s

a
id

 a
fte

r s
tu

d
y
-

in
g

 h
e

r fo
r a

 m
in

u
te

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
, a

t a
 lo

s
s
. 

W
a

s
 s

h
e

 n
o

t s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 to

 g
o

 in
to

 o
th

e
r ro

o
m

s
?

 N
o

 o
n

e
 h

a
d

 

to
ld

 h
e

r s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t. H
e

’d
 s

a
id

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

llo
w

e
d

 to
 g

o
 o

u
t o

f h
e

r 

ro
o

m
. S

h
e

 re
a

lis
e

d
 a

s
 h

e
r s

to
m

a
c
h

 k
n

o
tte

d
 its

e
lf—

it h
a

d
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly 

b
e

e
n

 a
 tric

k
. T

o
 g

ive
 h

im
 a

n
 o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 p

u
n

is
h

 h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

re
 w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 lo
d

g
e

d
 in

 h
e

r th
ro

a
t 

a
s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 s

w
a

llo
w

 h
e

r te
rro

r a
n

d
 g

u
e

ss
 w

h
a

t h
e

’d
 d

o
. 

“Y
o

u
’re

 s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 to

 g
o

 o
u

ts
id

e
 fo

r a
n

 h
o

u
r e

ve
ryd

a
y
,” h

e
 s

a
id

 

in
 c

la
rific

a
tio

n
, h

is
 lip

s
 tw

is
te

d
 fa

in
tly. “S

e
e

in
g

 a
s
 yo

u
 b

a
re

ly le
a

ve
 

yo
u

r ro
o

m
, th

a
t s

e
t o

f in
s
tru

c
tio

n
s
 h

a
s
 a

p
p

a
re

n
tly

 b
e

e
n

 ig
n

o
re

d
 b

y 

yo
u

. I w
ill n

o
t h

a
ve

 yo
u

r m
e

n
ta

l in
s
ta

b
ility

 in
te

rfe
re

 w
ith

 m
y a

b
ility 

to
 o

b
e

y m
y M

a
s
te

r.” 

H
e

 g
e

stu
re

d
 s

h
a

rp
ly to

w
a

rd
 th

e
 d

o
o

r a
n

d
 th

e
n

 p
a

u
s
e

d
 a

n
d

 

lo
o

k
e

d
 h

e
r o

ve
r a

g
a

in
. 

“D
o

 yo
u

 h
a

v
e

 a
 c

lo
a

k
?
” 
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 “D
o

 yo
u

 re
a

lly
 th

in
k

 I w
o

n
’t k

n
o

w
 w

h
e

n
 y

o
u

 try to
 k

ill yo
u

rs
e

lf, 

M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
?

” h
e

 fin
a

lly a
s
k

e
d

 a
fte

r s
h

e
 sto

p
p

e
d

 s
o

b
b

in
g

. 

“Ju
s
t le

t m
e

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

. H
e

r vo
ic

e
 w

a
s
 w

o
o

d
e

n
, h

e
r c

h
e

s
t k

e
p

t 

s
tu

tte
rin

g
, “I’m

 s
u

re
 th

e
y
’ll g

ive
 yo

u
 a

 n
e

w
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

 to
 b

re
e

d
. Y

o
u

 

h
a

te
 m

e
 to

o
, M

a
lfo

y. D
o

 y
o

u
 re

a
lly w

a
n

t m
e

 to
 b

e
 th

e
 m

o
th

e
r o

f 

yo
u

r c
h

ild
re

n
?

 T
o

 s
e

e
 m

y
 fa

c
e

 in
 th

e
m

?
 I’m

 s
u

re
 yo

u
 c

a
n

 c
o

m
e

 u
p

 

w
ith

 a
 c

o
m

p
e

llin
g

 e
xc

u
s
e

 fo
r k

illin
g

 m
e

.” 

M
a

lfo
y g

a
v
e

 a
 b

a
rk

in
g

 la
u

g
h

. 

“If it w
e

re
 o

n
ly s

o
 e

a
s
y
, I’d

 k
ill yo

u
 n

o
w

. F
o

r th
e

 firs
t tim

e
 in

 

yo
u

r life
, yo

u
 a

p
p

e
a

r to
 h

a
ve

 u
n

d
e

re
s
tim

a
te

d
 y

o
u

r va
lu

e
. T

h
e

 D
a

rk
 

L
o

rd
 is

 q
u

ite
 a

n
xio

u
s
 to

 s
e

e
 w

h
a

t k
in

d
 o

f o
ffsp

rin
g

 w
e

’ll p
ro

d
u

c
e

. 

O
n

c
e

 yo
u

’ve
 b

irth
e

d
 a

 fe
w

 h
e

irs
 fo

r m
e

, h
e

 in
te

n
d

s
 to

 s
e

n
d

 yo
u

 o
n

 

a
n

d
 s

e
e

 w
h

a
t k

in
d

 y
o

u
’ll m

a
k

e
 w

ith
 s

o
m

e
 o

f th
e

 o
th

e
r o

ld
 w

iza
rd

in
g

 

fa
m

ilie
s
. Y

o
u

 little
 b

ro
o

d
m

a
re

s
 a

re
 q

u
ite

 th
e

 c
o

m
m

o
d

ity. T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 

L
o

rd
 h

a
s
 a

 
w

h
o

le
 b

re
e

d
in

g
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 p
la

n
n

e
d

—
s
p

a
n

n
in

g
 s

e
ve

ra
l 

g
e

n
e

ra
tio

n
s
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 in
 h

o
rro

r. 

H
e

 m
o

ve
d

 c
lo

s
e

r, h
is

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 m

e
n

a
c
in

g
. “L

e
t’s

 n
o

t fo
rg

e
t 

a
b

o
u

t th
o

s
e

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
 o

f y
o

u
rs

. T
h

e
 fa

c
t th

a
t th

e
re

 w
a

s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 

yo
u

 c
o

n
s
id

e
re

d
 w

o
rth

 h
id

in
g

 e
ve

n
 a

fte
r lo

s
in

g
 th

e
 w

a
r is

 a
 c

a
u

s
e

 

fo
r c

o
n

c
e

rn
. U

n
til I k

n
o

w
 w

h
y, yo

u
 w

ill n
o

t d
ie

. H
o

w
e

ve
r, h

o
w

 m
u

c
h

 

fre
e

d
o

m
 yo

u
 h

a
v
e

 in
 th

is
 h

o
u

s
e

—
a

n
d

 h
o

w
 o

fte
n

 I h
a

ve
 to

 s
u

p
e

rvis
e

 

yo
u

 in
 o

rd
e

r to
 a

s
s
u

re
 it—

y
o

u
r little

 su
ic

id
e

 c
o

n
te

m
p

la
tio

n
s
 w

ill d
e

-

c
id

e
 th

a
t.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
s
a

t 
th

e
re

 
fro

ze
n

. 
S

o
m

e
h

o
w

 
s
h

e
’d

 
a

s
s
u

m
e

d
 
th

a
t 

M
a

lfo
y w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 th

e
 e

n
d

 fo
r h

e
r. T

h
a

t h
e

’d
 fo

rc
e

 a
 c

h
ild

 fro
m

 h
e

r, 

a
n

d
 th

e
n

 s
h

e
’d

 b
e

 d
is

p
o

s
e

d
 o

f. It h
a

d
n

’t o
c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 h

e
r th

a
t s

h
e

 

w
a

s
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 to

 g
o

 o
n

 fro
m

 o
n

e
 w

iza
rd

in
g

 fa
m

ily a
fte

r a
n

o
th

e
r u

n
-

til h
e

r b
o

d
y g

a
v
e

 o
u

t. 

M
a

lfo
y g

la
n

c
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r ro
o

m
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 b

a
c
k

 to
 h

e
r. H

is
 

fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 te

n
s
e

, a
n

d
 h

is
 e

y
e

s
 s

te
e

ly
. 

“W
e

ll,” h
e

 s
a

id
, s

ig
h

in
g

, “I h
a

d
n

’t in
te

n
d

e
d

 to
 d

o
 th

is
 im

m
e

d
i-

a
te

ly
 a

fte
r fu

c
k

in
g

 yo
u

 th
e

 firs
t tim

e
—

b
u

t I a
m

 a
lre

a
d

y h
e

re
 a

n
d

 

w
ith

 n
o

 fu
rth

e
r p

la
n

s
 fo

r th
e

 e
ve

n
in

g
. T

h
e

re
 re

a
lly is

 n
o

 tim
e

 lik
e

 

th
e

 p
re

s
e

n
t. L

e
t’s

 s
e

e
 e

xa
c
tly w

h
a

t is
 g

o
in

g
 o

n
 in

 th
a

t little
 M

u
d

-

b
lo

o
d

 m
in

d
 o

f yo
u

rs
. H

o
w

 m
a

n
y
 o

th
e

r id
e

a
s
 d

o
 yo

u
 h

a
ve

?
” 

B
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 c

rin
g

e
 a

w
a

y
, h

e
 u

s
e

d
 h

is
 w

a
n

d
 tip

 to
 fo

rc
e

 

h
e

r c
h

in
 u

p
, a

n
d

 h
is

 c
o

ld
, g

re
y
 e

ye
s
 s

a
n

k
 in

to
 h

e
r c

o
n

s
c
io

u
s
n

e
s
s
. 

H
e

 d
id

n
’t b

o
th

e
r w

ith
 h

e
r lo

c
k

e
d

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
. H

e
 w

e
n

t to
 d

ire
c
tly 

a
fte

r th
e

 w
a

r, to
 h

e
r im

p
ris

o
n

m
e

n
t, a

n
d

 m
o

ve
d

 fo
rw

a
rd

 fro
m

 th
e

re
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

n
’t s

tru
g

g
le

. If s
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 p
u

s
h

 h
im

 o
u

t, it w
o

u
ld

 

ju
s
t h

u
rt m

o
re

, a
n

d
 h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 s

till fo
rc

e
 h

is
 w

a
y
 th

ro
u

g
h

. S
h

e
 c

o
l-

la
p

s
e

d
 o

n
to

 th
e

 b
e

d
 a

s
 th

e
 w

e
ig

h
t o

f h
is

 m
in

d
 b

o
re

 in
to

 h
e

rs
. 
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 H

e
 s

n
a

rle
d

 w
ith

 ra
g

e
. S

u
d

d
e

n
ly

 th
e

 ta
b

le
 b

e
n

e
a

th
 h

e
r va

n
-

is
h

e
d

, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 p
lu

m
m

e
te

d
 to

 th
e

 flo
o

r, h
ittin

g
 h

e
r fo

re
h

e
a

d
 s

h
a

rp
ly 

o
n

 th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
. 

“G
E

T
 O

U
T
!” 

T
h

e
 ro

o
m

 s
h

o
o

k
. 

P
u

s
h

in
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf u
p

, s
h

e
 fle

d
. S

tu
m

b
lin

g
 d

a
ze

d
ly th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 

h
a

llw
a

y. T
ryin

g
 to

 re
m

e
m

b
e

r th
e

 w
a

y
 b

a
c
k

. 

H
e

r c
h

e
s
t w

a
s
 s

tu
tte

rin
g

 a
s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 h

yp
e

rve
n

tila
te

. S
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

n
’t s

e
e

 c
le

a
rly. S

h
e

 re
a

c
h

e
d

 u
p

 to
 fin

d
 th

a
t h

e
r fo

re
h

e
a

d
 h

a
d

 

s
p

lit w
h

e
re

 s
h

e
’d

 h
it it. B

lo
o

d
 w

a
s
 s

tre
a

m
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 in

to
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. 

S
h

e
 s

to
o

d
 a

t th
e

 to
p

 o
f th

e
 s

ta
irs

. T
ryin

g
 to

 re
m

e
m

b
e

r th
e

 w
a

y 

b
a

c
k

. B
lo

o
d

 w
a

s
 fillin

g
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l flu
id

 s
e

e
p

in
g

 o
u

t 

fro
m

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

 h
e

r le
g

s
 a

n
d

 tric
k

lin
g

 d
o

w
n

 h
e

r th
ig

h
s
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 

s
h

a
k

in
g

. T
ryin

g
 to

 re
m

e
m

b
e

r w
h

e
re

 h
e

r ro
o

m
 w

a
s
. 

If s
h

e
 s

ta
ye

d
 th

e
re

—
A

s
to

ria
 w

o
u

ld
 fin

d
 h

e
r a

n
d

 g
o

u
g

e
 h

e
r e

ye
s 

o
u

t, o
r c

h
o

p
 o

ff h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

, o
r p

u
ll h

e
r te

e
th

 o
u

t. 

S
h

e
 s

tu
m

b
le

d
 a

n
d

 a
lm

o
s
t fe

ll d
o

w
n

 th
e

 sta
irs

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

ra
w

in
g

 s
h

o
rt, ra

p
id

 b
re

a
th

s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 k

e
e

p
 fro

m
 

s
o

b
b

in
g

 a
lo

u
d

. 

S
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

—
s
h

e
’d

 
s
u

rvive
d

 
th

e
 

w
a

r. 
S

h
e

’d
 

w
a

tc
h

e
d

 h
e

r frie
n

d
s
 d

ie
 in

 fro
n

t o
f h

e
r. S

h
e

’d
 s

ta
y
e

d
 s

a
n

e
, a

lo
n

e
 in

 

a
 d

a
rk

 c
e

ll fo
r o

ve
r a

 y
e

a
r. B

u
t—

b
e

in
g

 fo
rc

e
d

 to
 b

e
 c

o
m

p
lic

it in
 h

e
r 

o
w

n
 ra

p
e

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t b
e

a
r it. N

o
t w

h
ile

 k
n

o
w

in
g

 s
h

e
’d

 b
e

 e
x-

p
e

c
te

d
 to

 d
o

 it a
g

a
in

 th
e

 n
e

xt d
a

y
. A

n
d

 th
e

 n
e

xt. A
n

d
 th

e
 d

a
y a

fte
r 

th
a

t. S
h

e
 sta

re
d

 d
izzily

 d
o

w
n

 a
t th

e
 fo

y
e

r. 

If s
h

e
 ju

s
t th

re
w

 h
e

rs
e

lf o
ve

r th
e

 b
a

lc
o

n
y M

a
lfo

y c
o

u
ld

n
’t s

to
p

 

h
e

r. S
h

e
’d

 b
e

 d
o

n
e

. 

S
h

e
 le

a
n

e
d

 o
ve

r a
n

d
 lo

o
k

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t th

e
 ta

b
le

 in
 th

e
 fo

y
e

r. 

Ju
s
t a

 little
 fu

rth
e

r—
 

A
 vis

e
-lik

e
 g

rip
 c

lo
s
e

d
 its

e
lf a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r a
rm

 a
n

d
 w

re
n

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r 

a
w

a
y. 

S
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

n
d

 fo
u

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y
 g

la
rin

g
 a

t h
e

r, e
n

ra
g

e
d

. 

“D
o

n
’t—

yo
u

—
d

a
re

.” H
e

 s
n

a
rle

d
 th

e
 w

o
rd

s
. H

is
 fa

c
e

 w
h

ite
 w

ith
 

fu
ry. “P

le
a

s
e

, M
a

lfo
y
—

“ S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
b

b
in

g
. “P

le
a

s
e

—
“ 

H
e

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 h
e

r d
o

w
n

 th
e

 s
ta

irs
 a

n
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 h

o
u

s
e

 a
s
 s

h
e

 

c
rie

d
. H

e
 p

ra
c
tic

a
lly k

ic
k

e
d

 th
e

 d
o

o
r o

f h
e

r ro
o

m
 in

 a
s
 h

e
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 

h
e

r in
to

 it a
n

d
 s

h
o

ve
d

 h
e

r o
n

to
 th

e
 b

e
d

. 

“E
v
a

n
e

s
c
o

!” h
e

 s
n

a
p

p
e

d
, p

o
in

tin
g

 h
is

 w
a

n
d

 a
t h

e
r fa

c
e

, a
n

d
 

s
u

d
d

e
n

ly th
e

 b
lo

o
d

 in
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 va

n
is

h
e

d
. H

e
 fo

llo
w

e
d

 it w
ith

 a
 h

e
a

l-

in
g

 c
h

a
rm

 a
n

d
 ju

s
t s

to
o

d
 th

e
re

 s
ta

rin
g

 a
t h

e
r w

ith
 u

n
v
e

ile
d

 fu
ry. 
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anacled 

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

o
o

k
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 fa

in
tly

. H
e

 g
rim

a
c
e

d
 a

n
d

 ro
lle

d
 h

is
 

e
ye

s
. “I im

a
g

in
e

 le
ttin

g
 y

o
u

 d
e

ve
lo

p
 fro

s
tb

ite
 w

o
u

ld
 q

u
a

lify a
s
 n

e
-

g
le

c
t a

n
d

 to
rtu

re
,” h

e
 s

a
id

 w
ith

 a
 s

ig
h

. H
e

 w
ith

d
re

w
 h

is
 w

a
n

d
 a

n
d

, 

w
ith

 a
 flic

k
, c

o
n

ju
re

d
 a

 h
e

a
v
y, d

e
e

p
 re

d
 c

lo
a

k
 w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 flu

n
g

 a
t h

e
r. 

“C
o

m
e

!” H
e

 sta
lk

e
d

 fro
m

 h
e

r ro
o

m
 a

n
d

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y. 

S
h

e
 fo

llo
w

e
d

 h
im

 a
u

to
m

a
tic

a
lly a

s
 h

e
 le

d
 h

e
r d

o
w

n
 th

e
 m

a
in

 

s
ta

irs
 o

f th
e

 w
in

g
 a

n
d

 o
u

t o
n

to
 a

 la
rg

e
 m

a
rb

le
 v

e
ra

n
d

a
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
g

a
s
p

e
d

 
a

s
 
s
h

e
 
s
te

p
p

e
d

 
o

u
ts

id
e

 
a

n
d

 
fe

lt 
th

e
 
ic

y 

b
re

e
ze

 o
n

 h
e

r fa
c
e

. S
h

e
 b

it h
e

r lip
 a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 s

te
a

d
y h

e
rs

e
lf a

s
 

s
h

e
 sto

o
d

 in
 th

e
 d

o
o

rw
a

y
. 

H
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly
. 

“W
h

a
t?

” h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

, h
is

 s
te

e
ly

 e
ye

s
 n

a
rro

w
e

d
. 

“I—
h

a
v
e

n
’t b

e
e

n
 o

u
ts

id
e

 sin
c
e

 th
e

 d
a

y H
a

rry d
ie

d
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 

a
 v

o
ic

e
 th

a
t c

ra
c
k

e
d

 fa
in

tly
. “I fo

rg
o

t—
w

h
a

t w
in

d
 fe

e
ls

 lik
e

.” 

H
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l s
e

c
o

n
d

s
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 s

n
o

rte
d

 a
n

d
 

tu
rn

e
d

 a
w

a
y
. 

“O
n

e
 h

o
u

r. G
o

,” h
e

 s
a

id
, c

o
n

ju
rin

g
 a

 c
h

a
ir a

n
d

 p
u

llin
g

 a
 n

e
w

s
-

p
a

p
e

r o
u

t o
f th

in
 a

ir. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 e

ye
s
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly

 lo
c
k

e
d

 o
n

to
 th

e
 h

e
a

d
lin

e
s
 s

h
e

 

c
o

u
ld

 m
a

k
e

 o
u

t. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
 s

ta
rve

d
 fo

r in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 it d
re

w
 h

e
r 

a
tte

n
tio

n
 m

o
re

 s
h

a
rp

ly th
a

n
 th

e
 a

b
ru

p
t s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

 o
f b

e
in

g
 o

u
t-

d
o

o
rs

. 

R
e

p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
 E

ffo
rts

 U
n

d
e

rw
a

y
! S

c
re

a
m

e
d

 th
e

 w
o

rd
s
 a

t th
e

 

to
p

. S
h

e
 fe

lt s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 tw

is
t in

s
id

e
 h

e
r, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 p

re
s
s
e

d
 h

e
r lip

s
 

to
g

e
th

e
r a

n
d

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

w
a

y. M
a

lfo
y
 n

o
tic

e
d

 h
e

r g
la

n
c
e

. 

“C
a

re
 to

 s
e

e
?
” h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 in
 a

 s
lo

w
 d

ra
w

l th
a

t m
a

d
e

 h
e

r s
k

in
 

p
ric

k
le

. S
h

e
 h

e
a

rd
 th

e
 s

n
a

p
 o

f th
e

 p
a

p
e

r u
n

fo
ld

in
g

 a
n

d
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 

o
ve

r to
 fin

d
 a

 p
ic

tu
re

 o
f h

e
rs

e
lf, u

n
c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
 in

 a
 h

o
s
p

ita
l b

e
d

, o
n

 

th
e

 c
o

ve
r o

f th
e

 T
h

e
 D

a
ily

 P
ro

p
h

e
t. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 in

 h
o

rro
r. 

“P
o

tte
r’s

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 is

 a
m

o
n

g
 th

e
 firs

t s
u

rro
g

a
te

s
 c

h
o

s
e

n
 b

y
 

th
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

 to
 in

c
re

a
s
e

 th
e

 m
a

g
ic

a
l p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

,” w
a

s
 th

e
 s

u
m

-

m
a

ry
 in

c
lu

d
e

d
 b

e
lo

w
 th

e
 h

e
a

d
lin

e
. 

M
a

lfo
y g

la
n

c
e

d
 a

t it w
ith

 a
 s

m
irk

. 

“L
o

o
k

, I’m
 in

c
lu

d
e

d
 to

o
.” H

is
 m

o
u

th
 tw

is
te

d
 in

to
 a

 th
in

, m
a

li-

c
io

u
s
 s

m
ile

 a
n

d
 h

is
 e

ye
s g

litte
re

d
 a

s
 h

e
 p

o
in

te
d

 to
 a

 p
ic

tu
re

 o
f h

im
-

s
e

lf fu
rth

e
r d

o
w

n
 in

 th
e

 c
o

lu
m

n
. “In

 c
a

s
e

 a
n

yo
n

e
 in

 th
e

 w
h

o
le

 w
o

rld
 

w
a

n
ts

 to
 k

n
o

w
 e

xa
c
tly w

h
o

 is
 fu

c
k

in
g

 yo
u

 a
n

d
 w

h
e

re
 yo

u
 a

re
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt lik

e
 s

h
e

 m
ig

h
t vo

m
it in

to
 th

e
 p

o
tte

d
 b

lu
e

 s
p

ru
c
e

 

b
y th

e
 d

o
o

r. 
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 “I th

o
u

g
h

t it w
a

s
 a

 ra
th

e
r o

b
vio

u
s
 tra

p
,” M

a
lfo

y a
d

d
e

d
 w

ith
 a

 

s
ig

h
, lo

o
k

in
g

 a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 h

e
r a

n
d

 le
a

n
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 in
to

 h
is

 c
h

a
ir. H

e
 

p
u

lle
d

  th
e

 p
a

p
e

r o
p

e
n

 w
ith

 a
 b

o
re

d
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
. “T

h
e

n
 a

g
a

in
, yo

u
r 

R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 w
a

s
 n

e
ve

r k
n

o
w

n
 fo

r its
 in

te
llig

e
n

c
e

. S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 m

o
re

 

s
u

b
tle

 w
o

u
ld

 p
ro

b
a

b
ly e

lu
d

e
 th

e
m

. T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 is

 q
u

ite
 h

o
p

e
fu

l 

th
a

t if th
e

re
’s

 s
till a

n
y
o

n
e

 le
ft, 

th
e

y’ll fe
e

l m
o

ra
lly o

b
lig

a
te

d
 to

 

c
o

m
e

 h
a

rin
g

 in
 to

 s
a

v
e

 y
o

u
 th

e
 w

a
y P

o
tte

r a
lw

a
y
s
 lik

e
d

 to
.” 

O
h

 g
o

d
... 

T
h

e
 w

h
o

le
 w

o
rld

 k
n

e
w

 th
a

t V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt h
a

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 h

e
r in

to
 M

a
l-

fo
y
’s s

e
x s

la
v
e

 fo
r th

e
 re

p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
 p

ro
g

ra
m

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 b

e
in

g
 u

s
e

d
 

a
s
 b

a
it. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

g
g

e
re

d
 b

a
c
k

, fe
e

lin
g

 fa
in

t. S
h

e
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 to

 g
e

t 

a
w

a
y fro
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 c
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c
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r m
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 d
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 m
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n
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’t ru

n
 in

 a
g

e
s
, b

u
t s

h
e

 h
a

d
 s

ta
y
e

d
 q

u
ite

 fit in
s
id

e
 h

e
r 

c
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 d
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p
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n
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c
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 d
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 c
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 c
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c
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h
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r c
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 p
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 c
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 b
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 re
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 c
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 b
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 d
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c
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 b
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 c
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b
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c
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 d
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 b
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c
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 c
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h
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 m
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n
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 c
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y d
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 c
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c
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 d
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 b
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 c
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r c
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 d
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p
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 c
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 c
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 b
e

fo
re

 je
rk

in
g

 a
w

a
y fro

m
 

h
e

r a
n

d
 s

trid
in

g
 b

a
c
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 b
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b
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 m
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b
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 m
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 c
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 c
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c
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 d
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 b
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 p
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b
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 d
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p
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h
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 d
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 b
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 c
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b
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 s
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h
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u
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n
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h
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h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 s
h

a
rp

 w
in

d
 th

a
t 

c
u

t th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 flim

s
y c

lo
th

in
g

 s
h

e
 w

o
re

. H
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 w

e
re

 g
ro

w
in

g
 

s
ta

rk
ly w

h
ite

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l h

e
r c

h
e

e
k

s
 a

n
d

 th
e

 tip
 o

f h
e

r n
o

s
e

 

s
lo

w
ly b

e
g

in
 to

 h
u

rt. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

n
 ic

y
 s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

 in
 h

e
r to

e
s b

e
g

in
-

n
in

g
 to

 ra
d

ia
te

 u
p

 h
e

r le
g

s
 a

s
 w

a
te

r s
o

a
k

e
d

 in
to

 h
e

r s
h

o
e

s
 a

n
d

 u
p

 

h
e

r s
to

c
k

in
g

s
. 

S
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 to

 lo
o

k
 b

a
c
k

 in
 th

e
 d

ire
c
tio

n
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 c

o
m

e
. T

h
e

 

h
e

d
g

e
s
 w

e
re

 tin
y
 in

 th
e

 d
is

ta
n

c
e

. 

S
h

e
 

p
re

s
s
e

d
 

h
e

r 
ic

y 
h

a
n

d
s
 

a
g

a
in

s
t 

h
e

r 
e

ye
s
 

fo
r 

s
e

ve
ra

l 

m
in

u
te

s
. T

ryin
g

 to
 th

in
k

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

. 

N
o

th
in

g
 n

e
w

. N
o

th
in

g
 m

o
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 d

o
. 

H
e

r p
la

n
 re

m
a

in
e

d
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
. N

o
th

in
g

 h
a

d
 c

h
a

n
g

e
d

. 

H
e

r s
itu

a
tio

n
 w

a
s
 e

xa
c
tly th

e
 s

a
m

e
 a

s
 it h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 th
e

 n
ig

h
t 

b
e

fo
re

. T
h

e
 o

n
ly d

iffe
re

n
c
e

 w
a

s
 th

a
t h

e
r k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 o

f it h
a

d
 b

ro
a

d
-

e
n

e
d

 s
lig

h
tly. T

h
e

 o
p

tio
n

s
 w

e
re

 s
till ju

s
t a

s
 lim

ite
d

; th
e

 s
ta

k
e

s h
a

d
 

s
im

p
ly b

e
e

n
 ra

is
e

d
 fu

rth
e

r. 

S
h

e
 s

lo
w

ly tu
rn

e
d

 b
a

c
k

. 

S
h

e
 d

o
u

b
te

d
 M

a
lfo

y w
o

u
ld

 re
a

lly s
e

n
d

 h
o

u
n

d
s
 a

fte
r h

e
r. G

e
t-

tin
g

 m
a

u
le

d
 b

y a
 p

a
c
k

 o
f h

u
n

tin
g

 d
o

g
s
 w

o
u

ld
 p

o
te

n
tia

lly in
te

rfe
re

 

w
ith

 h
e

r re
p

ro
d

u
c
tive

 a
b

ilitie
s
. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 id
ly if th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 w

o
u

ld
 p

e
rm

it h
e

r to
 fig

h
t 

b
a

c
k

 a
g

a
in

s
t a

n
 a

tta
c
k

in
g

 a
n

im
a

l. If s
h

e
 w

e
re

 tru
ly d

e
s
p

e
ra

te
 to

 

d
ie

, p
e

rh
a

p
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 flin
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf in
to

 th
e

 p
a

th
 o

f a
 d

e
a

d
ly c

re
a

-

tu
re

. S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 a

s
 vile

 a
s
 M

a
lfo

y
 m

ig
h

t h
a

ve
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 lik
e

 a
 m

a
n

-

tic
o

re
 s

ta
s
h

e
d

 a
w

a
y
 o

n
 h

is
 e

s
ta

te
. O

r p
e

rh
a

p
s
, if th

e
re

 w
e

re
 tra

p
s
 

fo
r w

o
u

ld
-b

e
 re

s
c
u

e
rs

, s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 flin

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf in

to
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
m

. 

H
e

r te
e

th
 s

ta
rte

d
 c

h
a

tte
rin

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 th

e
 la

n
e

 

to
w

a
rd

 th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
s
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 to

o
 tire

d
 to

 ru
n

 a
g

a
in

 a
n

d
 try to

 w
a

rm
 

h
e

rs
e

lf. 

S
h

e
 h

u
g

g
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf a

n
d

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 o

n
. 

It h
a

d
n

’t o
c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 h

e
r th

a
t V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

o
u

ld
 p

u
b

lic
is

e
 th

e
 

re
p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

 e
ffo

rts
. In

 re
tro

s
p

e
c
t, it w

a
s
 o

b
vio

u
s
. It w

a
s
n

’t a
 s

e
c
re

t 
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th
a

t c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 e
a

s
ily

 k
e

p
t w

h
e

n
 s

u
rro

g
a

te
s
 w

e
re

 b
e

in
g

 d
is

trib
u

te
d

 

to
 s

e
ve

n
ty

-tw
o

 o
f th

e
 m

o
s
t p

re
e

m
in

e
n

t w
iza

rd
in

g
 fa

m
ilie

s
 in

 B
rit-

a
in

. B
e

tte
r to

 p
u

t it o
u

t e
n

tire
ly

 in
 th

e
 o

p
e

n
. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 id
ly

 h
o

w
 M

a
lfo

y fe
lt a

b
o

u
t b

e
in

g
 p

u
b

lic
ly a

s
s
o

-

c
ia

te
d

 w
ith

 h
e

r. T
h

e
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

 h
e

 h
a

d
 h

a
te

d
 s

o
 m

u
c
h

 b
a

c
k

 in
 

s
c
h

o
o

l, n
o

w
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 to

 b
e

 th
e

 m
o

th
e

r o
f h

is
 c

h
ild

re
n

. A
ll th

e
 w

o
rld

 

w
o

u
ld

 k
n

o
w

. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 s

o
 s

la
vis

h
ly o

b
e

d
ie

n
t to

 w
h

a
te

ve
r h

is
 M

a
s
te

r w
a

n
te

d
, 

h
e

 p
ro

b
a

b
ly ra

tio
n

a
lis

e
d

 it s
o

m
e

h
o

w
. S

h
e

 s
n

e
e

re
d

 to
 h

e
rs

e
lf in

 d
e

-

ris
io

n
. 

T
h

e
 n

u
m

b
e

r o
f w

a
y
s
 in

 w
h

ic
h

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 h
a

te
 h

im
 w

e
re

 

a
lm

o
s
t m

in
d

-b
o

g
g

lin
g

. E
ve

ry
 tim

e
 s

h
e

 s
a

w
 h

im
, it w

a
s
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 

s
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 a

 w
h

o
le

 n
e

w
 a

s
p

e
c
t o

f h
im

 th
a

t o
n

ly a
d

d
e

d
 to

 th
e

 n
u

m
-

b
e

r o
f re

a
s
o

n
s
 w

h
y h

e
 d

e
se

rv
e

d
 a

 s
lo

w
, c

ru
e

l d
e

a
th

. 

T
h

e
 
s
h

a
rp

 
ro

c
k

s
 
o

f 
th

e
 
g

ra
v
e

l 
la

n
e

 
e

ve
n

tu
a

lly 
c
u

t 
e

n
tire

ly 

th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r s

h
o

e
s
. H

e
r fe

e
t s

ta
rte

d
 to

 b
le

e
d

 a
s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 re

a
c
h

in
g

 

th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
s
. S

h
e

 p
u

lle
d

 th
e

 u
s
e

le
ss

 s
h

o
e

s
 o

ff a
n

d
 flu

n
g

 th
e

m
 u

p
 

in
to

 th
e

 ye
w

 w
h

e
re

 th
e

y c
a

u
g

h
t. T

h
e

 m
u

d
d

y
 re

d
 s

to
o

d
 o

u
t s

ta
rk

ly. 

S
h

e
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 o
n

. S
h

ive
rin

g
. 

W
h

e
n

 
s
h

e
 
fin

a
lly

 
m

a
d

e
 
it 

b
a

c
k

 
to

 
th

e
 
m

a
n

o
r 

a
n

d
 
w

a
lk

e
d

 

a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 c

o
rn

e
r, s

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y
 w

a
s
 s

till th
e

re
, re

a
d

in
g

 a
 b

o
o

k
. 

H
is

 n
e

w
sp

a
p

e
r to

s
s
e

d
 a

s
id

e
. 

S
h

e
 sto

p
p

e
d

. H
e

s
ita

tin
g

. S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t w
a

n
t to

 in
te

ra
c
t w

ith
 h

im
, 

b
u

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

g
o

n
is

in
g

ly c
o

ld
. S

h
e

 d
id

n
’t k

n
o

w
 h

o
w

 e
ls

e
 to

 g
e

t in
-

s
id

e
. H

e
r 

m
o

ve
m

e
n

t 
o

r 
c
o

lo
u

r 
c
a

u
g

h
t 

M
a

lfo
y’s

 
a

tte
n

tio
n

. 
H

e
 

g
la

n
c
e

d
 u

p
 s

h
a

rp
ly

 a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
, lo

o
k

in
g

 fa
in

tly a
g

h
a

s
t a

s
 h

e
 to

o
k

 in
 

h
e

r 
b

e
d

ra
g

g
le

d
 
a

p
p

e
a

ra
n

c
e

. 
T
h

e
n

 
h

e
 
q

u
irk

e
d

 
a

n
 
e

ye
b

ro
w

 
a

n
d

 

s
m

irk
e

d
.   

“T
a

k
in

g
 y

o
u

r s
ta

tu
s
 s

e
rio

u
s
ly

, I s
e

e
. B

lo
o

d
 re

d
 a

n
d

 m
u

d
.” H

e
 

c
h

u
c
k

le
d

 fa
in

tly fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t b

e
fo

re
 h

is
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 g

re
w

 h
a

rd
. 

“Y
o

u
 s

h
o

u
ld

n
’t h

a
ve

 lo
s
t yo

u
r c

lo
a

k
. Y

o
u

’ve
 s

till g
o

t,” h
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 a

t 

h
is

 w
a

tc
h

, “te
n

 m
in

u
te

s
 b

e
fo

re
 yo

u
’re

 a
llo

w
e

d
 in

s
id

e
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

ra
n

k
 b

a
c
k

 in
 m

is
e

ry a
n

d
 w

e
n

t b
a

c
k

 a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 

s
id

e
 o

f th
e

 m
a

n
o

r. S
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 a

 s
p

o
t th

a
t w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
w

h
a

t o
u

t o
f th

e
 

w
in

d
 a

n
d

 c
u

rle
d

 u
p

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 b

u
ild

in
g

 in
 a

 tig
h

t b
a

ll. T
ryin

g
 to

 

c
o

n
s
e

rve
 h

e
r b

o
d

y h
e

a
t. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
 c

o
ld

. 

H
e

r s
h

ive
rin

g
 h

a
d

 s
to

p
p

e
d

, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 g

ro
w

in
g

 ju
s
t te

rrib
ly 

s
le

e
p

y. 

W
h

ic
h

—
s
h

e
 va

g
u

e
ly

 re
a

lis
e

d
—

in
d

ic
a

te
d

 h
yp

o
th

e
rm

ia
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 n

e
ve

r tre
a

te
d

 re
a

l h
yp

o
th

e
rm

ia
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 w

a
r. 

O
n

ly th
e

 va
rie

ty
 b

ro
u

g
h

t o
n

 b
y
 d

e
m

e
n

to
rs

. 

48  M
anacled 

 S
u

d
d

e
n

ly, th
e

 d
o

o
r c

lic
k

e
d

. S
h

e
 s

to
o

d
 a

n
d

 tu
rn

e
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly in
 

tim
e

 to
 s

e
e

 M
a

lfo
y
 s

trid
e

 in
. H

is
 h

a
n

d
 w

a
s
 u

p
 a

t h
is

 th
ro

a
t, p

u
llin

g
 

h
is

 c
o

lla
r lo

o
s
e

. H
e

 c
le

a
rly h

a
d

 n
o

t e
xp

e
c
te

d
 to

 fin
d

 h
e

r th
e

re
. H

e
 

s
to

p
p

e
d

 
a

b
ru

p
tly

 
a

n
d

 
s
ta

re
d

 
a

t 
h

e
r, 

a
c
tu

a
lly

 
s
e

e
m

in
g

 
to

 
p

a
le

 

s
lig

h
tly b

e
fo

re
 p

re
ss

in
g

 h
is

 lip
s
 to

g
e

th
e

r in
to

 a
 h

a
rd

 lin
e

. 

“M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
,” h

e
 s

a
id

, a
fte

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t. “T
o

d
a

y is
 th

e
 d

a
y, I s

e
e

.” 
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d
e

s
ig

n
a

te
d

 n
ig

h
t w

ith
o

u
t is

s
u

e
. I w

a
s
 re

a
lis

in
g

…
 yo

u
 re

a
lly d

o
n

’t 

n
e

e
d

 a
ll th

e
 b

o
d

y
 p

a
rts

 yo
u

 h
a

v
e

 ju
s
t in

 o
rd

e
r to

 re
p

ro
d

u
c
e

. S
o

 if 

yo
u

’re
 th

in
k

in
g

 o
f c

a
u

s
in

g
 p

ro
b

le
m

s
—

k
e

e
p

 th
a

t in
 m

in
d

.” 

A
 c

h
ill ra

n
 d

o
w

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 s
p

in
e

, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 n
o

d
d

e
d

. 

A
s
to

ria
 s

w
e

p
t fro

m
 th

e
 ro

o
m

, le
a

d
in

g
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 

h
o

u
s
e

, o
u

t in
to

 th
e

 fo
y
e

r, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 u
p

 th
e

 la
rg

e
 s

ta
irc

a
s
e

 a
n

d
 d

o
w

n
 

a
 s

e
c
o

n
d

 flo
o

r h
a

llw
a

y
. T

h
e

 p
o

rtra
its

 m
u

tte
re

d
 a

s
 th

e
y p

a
s
s
e

d
. 

“W
h

o
re

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
e

a
rd

 it m
u

rm
u

re
d

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 o
n

c
e

. 

A
s
to

ria
 s

to
p

p
e

d
 a

t th
e

 s
e

ve
n

th
 d

o
o

r. 

“G
o

 in
 a

n
d

 w
a

it. D
ra

c
o

 w
ill c

o
m

e
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
 c

h
o

o
s
e

s
, b

u
t yo

u
’re

 

to
 b

e
 in

 th
e

re
 a

t e
ig

h
t o

’c
lo

c
k

 s
h

a
rp

.” 

W
ith

o
u

t p
a

u
s
in

g
 fu

rth
e

r, A
s
to

ria
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y 

a
n

d
 d

is
a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 in
to

 th
e

 d
a

rk
n

e
s
s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 h

a
n

d
s
 w

e
re

 tre
m

b
lin

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 g
ra

s
p

e
d

 th
e

 d
o

o
r 

k
n

o
b

 a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 o
p

e
n

 it. It w
o

u
ld

n
’t tu

rn
 a

t firs
t, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 to
 

ta
k

e
 s

e
ve

ra
l d

e
e

p
 b

re
a

th
s
 to

 c
a

lm
 h

e
rs

e
lf a

n
d

 m
a

k
e

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 

s
to

p
 s

h
a

k
in

g
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 g
ra

s
p

 a
n

d
 tu

rn
 it. 

S
te

p
p

in
g

 in
to

 th
e

 ro
o

m
, s

h
e

 to
o

k
 in

 e
ve

ry d
e

ta
il s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

. 

It fe
lt s

te
rile

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 a
s
s
u

m
e

d
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 w
a

s
 b

a
re

 a
n

d
 c

o
ld

 o
u

t o
f in

d
iffe

r-

e
n

c
e

, b
u

t p
e

rh
a

p
s
 it w

a
s
 s

im
p

ly
 th

e
 w

a
y
 M

a
lfo

y w
a

s
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 

la
rg

e
 b

e
d

, to
w

e
rin

g
 w

a
rd

ro
b

e
, a

 d
e

s
k

 a
n

d
 a

 c
h

a
ir. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 im
a

g
in

e
d

 M
a

lfo
y
 a

s
 h

a
v
in

g
 a

 m
o

re
 lu

x
-

u
rio

u
s
 ro

o
m

. A
ll g

re
e

n
 a

n
d

 s
ilve

r w
ith

 e
xp

e
n

s
ive

 s
h

e
e

ts
 a

n
d

 th
ro

w
 

p
illo

w
s
 c

o
ve

re
d

 w
ith

 to
o

 m
a

n
y ta

s
s
e

ls
. 

T
h

e
 ro

o
m

 b
e

fo
re

 h
e

r c
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 b

e
lo

n
g

e
d

 to
 a

 m
o

n
k

. 

It w
a

s
 fu

n
c
tio

n
a

l. T
h

a
t w

a
s
 re

a
lly a

ll th
a

t c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 s
a

id
 a

b
o

u
t 

it. N
o

 w
o

n
d

e
r M

a
lfo

y
 w

a
s
 s

o
 c

o
ld

. 

S
h

e
 s

h
ie

d
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 th

e
 b

e
d

 a
n

d
 w

e
n

t o
ve

r to
 th

e
 c

h
a

ir b
y th

e
 

d
e

s
k

. S
ittin

g
 d

o
w

n
, s

h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 o

ve
r th

e
 c

o
n

te
n

ts
 o

f th
e

 d
e

sk
’s

 s
u

r-

fa
c
e

. B
la

n
k

 p
a

rc
h

m
e

n
t a

n
d

 q
u

ills
. S

h
e

 h
e

ld
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
 o

u
t h

e
sita

n
tly 

to
w

a
rd

 th
e

 q
u

ills
, w

o
n

d
e

rin
g

 if s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

b
le

 to
 to

u
c
h

 th
e

m
. 

A
s
 h

e
r fin

g
e

rs
 g

o
t c

lo
s
e

, s
h

e
 fe

lt a
 fa

in
t b

u
rn

in
g

 s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 

p
u

lle
d

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

 b
a

c
k

. 

H
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

 w
a

s
 tw

is
tin

g
 its

e
lf w

ith
 d

re
a

d
, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 

d
is

tra
c
t 

h
e

rs
e

lf 
b

y 
re

c
itin

g
 
a

rith
m

a
n

c
y
 

fo
rm

u
la

s
 

w
h

ile
 
s
h

e
 

s
a

t 

th
e

re
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 u

s
e

d
 to

 w
a

itin
g

 e
n

d
le

s
s
ly. W

h
a

t w
a

s
 a

n
 h

o
u

r a
fte

r 

s
ixte

e
n

 m
o

n
th

s
 o

f s
e

n
s
o

ry d
e

p
riva

tio
n

?
 S

h
e

 ju
s
t n

e
e

d
e

d
 to

 s
to

p
 

th
in

k
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t w

h
a

t w
a

s
 a

b
o

u
t to

 h
a

p
p

e
n

 n
e

xt. H
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

 fe
lt 

s
o

 tw
is

te
d

 s
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t s
h

e
 m

ig
h

t b
e

 sic
k

. 
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 H
yp

o
th

e
rm

ia
 w

a
s
 n

o
t s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 w
iza

rd
in

g
 fo

lk
 te

n
d

e
d

 to
 s

u
f-

fe
r fro

m
. W

a
rm

in
g

 c
h

a
rm

s
 w

e
re

 s
o

 e
a

s
y
, m

o
s
t firs

t y
e

a
rs

 c
o

u
ld

 p
e

r-

fo
rm

 th
e

m
. W

iza
rd

in
g

 o
u

te
rw

e
a

r u
s
u

a
lly

 h
a

d
 th

e
 c

h
a

rm
s
 w

o
ve

n
 in

. 

S
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 g
o

 te
ll M

a
lfo

y th
a

t h
e

r b
o

d
y
 te

m
p

e
ra

tu
re

 w
a

s
 b

e
-

c
o

m
in

g
 d

a
n

g
e

ro
u

s
ly

 lo
w

. 

B
u

t—
if sh

e
 w

a
ite

d
…

 m
a

yb
e

 s
h

e
’d

 d
ie

 fro
m

 it. 

T
h

a
t w

o
u

ld
 s

o
lve

 a
ll h

e
r p

ro
b

le
m

s
. 

S
h

e
 s

c
ru

n
c
h

e
d

 u
p

 m
o

re
 c

lo
s
e

ly to
 th

e
 s

id
e

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

o
r a

n
d

 

c
lo

s
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. B

re
a

th
in

g
 s

h
a

llo
w

ly
. 

T
h

in
g

s
 s

lo
w

ly b
e

c
a

m
e

 c
o

m
fo

rtin
g

ly va
g

u
e

.   

“C
re

a
tive

.” M
a

lfo
y
's

 h
a

rs
h

 vo
ic

e
 in

v
a

d
e

d
 th

e
 fo

g
 in

 h
e

r m
in

d
. 

S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 u

n
c
o

m
fo

rta
b

ly h
o

t s
tru

c
k

 h
e

r e
n

tire
 b

o
d

y. S
ta

rtle
d

, 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 y
e

lp
e

d
. S

h
e

 re
a

lis
e

d
 a

fte
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t h

e
’d

 c
a

s
t a

 w
a

rm
-

in
g

 c
h

a
rm

 o
n

 h
e

r. T
h

e
 d

ra
m

a
tic

 c
o

n
tra

s
t in

 te
m

p
e

ra
tu

re
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 

p
h

ys
ic

a
lly

 p
a

in
fu

l w
h

e
n

 th
e

 m
a

g
ic

 o
f th

e
 c

h
a

rm
 c

o
llid

e
d

 w
ith

 h
e

r 

s
k

in
. M

a
lfo

y w
a

s
 a

lre
a

d
y
 s

ta
lk

in
g

 a
w

a
y w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
. 

H
o

rrid
 b

a
s
ta

rd
. H

e
’d

 w
a

rm
e

d
 h

e
r ju

s
t e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 c
o

u
n

te
ra

c
t 

th
e

 h
yp

o
th

e
rm

ia
 b

u
t n

o
t e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 re
lie

ve
 h

o
w

 b
itte

rly c
o

ld
 s

h
e

 

fe
lt. S

h
e

 h
u

d
d

le
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 m

a
n

o
r a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 g

u
e

ss
 w

h
e

n
 te

n
 

m
in

u
te

s
 h

a
d

 p
a

s
s
e

d
. H

e
r fe

e
t a

n
d

 h
a

n
d

s
 w

e
re

 a
c
h

in
g

 in
to

 th
e

 

b
o

n
e

s
 fro

m
 th

e
 c

h
ill. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 fe

e
lin

g
 ve

ry
 re

g
re

tfu
l a

b
o

u
t w

h
e

re
ve

r h
e

r c
lo

a
k

 h
a

d
 

e
n

d
e

d
 u

p
. A

p
p

a
re

n
tly

 s
h

e
 d

id
 s

till h
a

ve
 a

 little
 b

it o
f G

ryffin
d

o
r im

-

p
e

tu
o

u
s
n

e
s
s
 le

ft. Ju
s
t e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 a
llo

w
 h

e
rs

e
lf to

 o
c
c
a

s
io

n
a

lly d
o

 

ve
ry s

tu
p

id
 th

in
g

s
. N

o
w

 th
a

t h
e

r ra
g

e
 a

n
d

 h
o

rro
r h

a
d

 e
a

s
e

d
 s

lig
h

tly, 

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

b
le

 to
 a

p
p

re
c
ia

te
 h

e
r im

p
u

ls
ive

 id
io

c
y
 m

o
re

. 

T
ryin

g
 to

 s
tic

k
 it to

 M
a

lfo
y
 b

y
 re

fu
s
in

g
 th

e
 c

a
re

 h
e

 w
a

s
 m

a
n

-

d
a

te
d

 to
 p

ro
vid

e
 w

a
s
 n

o
t h

u
rtin

g
 a

n
yo

n
e

 b
u

t h
e

rs
e

lf. It w
a

s
 lik

e
 

re
fu

s
in

g
 to

 e
a

t. W
e

a
k

e
n

in
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 s

h
o

w
 h

im
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
till b

e
 

o
b

s
tin

a
te

 w
a

s
 th

e
 e

xa
c
t o

p
p

o
s
ite

 o
f w

h
a

t s
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 d
o

in
g

. M
a

l-

fo
y
 w

a
s
n

’t g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e
c
o

m
e

 c
a

re
le

ss
 if h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t s
h

e
 s

till h
a

d
 fig

h
t 

in
 h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 c

u
ttin

g
 o

ff h
e

r n
o

s
e

 to
 s

p
ite

 h
e

r fa
c
e

. 

S
h

e
 g

ro
a

n
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
m

a
c
k

e
d

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 w

a
ll o

f th
e

 

m
a

n
o

r. 

A
 m

in
u

te
 la

te
r th

e
 s

o
u

n
d

 o
f c

ru
n

c
h

in
g

 g
ra

v
e

l c
a

u
g

h
t h

e
r a

tte
n

-

tio
n

. S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 to
 fin

d
 M

a
lfo

y
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

in
g

 o
n

c
e

 m
o

re
. 

H
is

 e
x
p

re
ss

io
n

 w
a

s
 c

o
ld

 a
s
 th

e
 w

in
d

. 

H
e

 re
a

c
h

e
d

 o
u

t a
n

d
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r c

lo
a

k
 a

t h
e

r fe
e

t. 

“Y
o

u
 fo

u
n

d
 it,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
, lo

o
k

in
g

 d
o

w
n

. 
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 “M

a
g

ic
. T

h
e

 A
c
c
io

 s
p

e
ll is

 q
u

ite
 u

s
e

fu
l fo

r th
o

s
e

 o
f u

s
 w

h
o

 c
a

n
 

s
till u

s
e

 it,” h
e

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 c
ru

e
l s

m
irk

. “A
re

 yo
u

 g
o

in
g

 to
 g

e
t u

p
, o

r 

s
h

a
ll I d

ra
g

 yo
u

?
 I d

o
 h

a
ve

 m
o

re
 to

 life
 th

a
n

 m
e

re
ly

 m
o

n
ito

rin
g

 yo
u

. 

T
h

e
re

 a
re

 s
o

 m
a

n
y
 M

u
g

g
le

s
 s

till a
live

. T
h

e
re

 a
re

 a
ls

o
 s

e
ve

ra
l h

o
u

s
e

-

e
lv

e
s
 I h

a
v
e

n
’t k

ic
k

e
d

 la
te

ly.” 

H
e

 s
m

ile
d

 th
in

ly a
t h

e
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
it h

e
r to

n
g

u
e

. P
ic

k
in

g
 u

p
 th

e
 c

lo
a

k
, s

h
e

 s
to

o
d

 a
n

d
 

w
ra

p
p

e
d

 it a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf. H

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 s

h
a

rp
ly o

n
 h

is
 h

e
e

l a
n

d
 s

tro
d

e
 

b
a

c
k

 to
 th

e
 ve

ra
n

d
a

. H
e

 sto
p

p
e

d
 b

y
 th

e
 d

o
o

r a
n

d
 w

a
ite

d
 fo

r h
e

r to
 

c
a

tc
h

 u
p

. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 re

a
c
h

e
d

 h
im

, s
h

e
 re

a
lis

e
d

 h
e

 h
a

d
 p

a
le

d
 s

lig
h

tly a
n

d
 

w
a

s
 s

ta
rin

g
 a

t th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
 b

e
h

in
d

 h
e

r. S
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
a

w
 th

a
t s

h
e

 

h
a

d
 le

ft b
lo

o
d

y fo
o

tp
rin

ts
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 w

h
ite

 m
a

rb
le

. H
e

 g
re

w
 fa

in
tly 

c
o

n
te

m
p

la
tive

 a
s
 h

e
 stu

d
ie

d
 th

e
m

. 

“S
u

rp
ris

e
d

 to
 re

a
lis

e
 o

u
r b

lo
o

d
 lo

o
k

s
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
?
” s

h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

 in
 

a
 m

ild
 vo

ic
e

. 

H
e

 s
n

e
e

re
d

. 

“A
ll b

lo
o

d
 lo

o
k

s
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
. M

y h
o

u
n

d
s
 b

le
e

d
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
 c

o
lo

u
r. 

S
o

 d
o

 m
y h

o
u

s
e

-e
lv

e
s
. T

h
e

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
 o

f s
u

p
e

rio
rity

 is
 a

n
s
w

e
re

d
 b

y 

p
o

w
e

r. G
ive

n
 th

a
t I a

m
 th

e
 m

a
s
te

r o
f th

e
 h

o
u

n
d

s
, a

n
d

 th
e

 e
lv

e
s
, 

a
n

d
 yo

u
, I d

o
 b

e
lie

ve
 th

e
 a

n
s
w

e
r to

 th
a

t q
u

e
s
tio

n
 is

 s
u

ffic
ie

n
tly 

c
le

a
r.” 

“Y
e

t I’m
 th

e
 o

n
e

 in
te

n
d

e
d

 to
 g

ive
 yo

u
 h

e
irs

,” H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
, 

m
e

e
tin

g
 h

is
 e

ye
 w

ith
 h

e
r o

w
n

 c
o

ld
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n
. 

“ T
h

a
t is

 d
u

e
 to

 A
s
to

ria
’s

 fa
ilin

g
, n

o
t m

in
e

,” h
e

 s
a

id
, h

is
 lip

 c
u

rl-

in
g

 fa
in

tly. H
e

 d
re

w
 h

is
 w

a
n

d
 a

n
d

 b
a

n
is

h
e

d
 th

e
 b

lo
o

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 m

a
r-

b
le

. T
h

e
n

 h
e

 sig
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 ro

lle
d

 h
is

 e
y
e

s
. 

“I s
u

p
p

o
s
e

 I c
a

n
’t h

a
ve

 y
o

u
 ru

in
in

g
 th

e
 ru

g
s
, re

g
a

rd
le

s
s
 o

f h
o

w
 

a
m

u
s
in

g
 it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 to

 le
a

v
e

 yo
u

 b
le

e
d

in
g

.” 

H
e

 flic
k

e
d

 h
is

 w
a

n
d

 a
t h

e
r fe

e
t a

n
d

 s
c
o

u
rg

ifie
d

 th
e

m
 b

e
fo

re
 

c
a

s
tin

g
 a

 s
e

rie
s
 o

f c
a

re
le

ss
 h

e
a

lin
g

 c
h

a
rm

s
. T

h
e

n
 h

e
 b

a
n

is
h

e
d

 th
e

 

m
u

d
 c

a
k

in
g

 th
e

 h
e

m
 o

f h
e

r ro
b

e
s
. 

“I tru
s
t yo

u
r b

ra
in

 s
till fu

n
c
tio

n
s
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 fin
d

 yo
u

r o
w

n
 w

a
y 

b
a

c
k

 to
 yo

u
r ro

o
m

. If n
o

t, y
o

u
 c

a
n

 s
le

e
p

 o
n

 th
e

 flo
o

r s
o

m
e

w
h

e
re

.” 

H
e

 va
n

is
h

e
d

 w
ith

 a
 c

ra
c
k

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
to

o
d

 a
lo

n
e

 b
e

fo
re

 th
e

 d
o

o
r fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l s
e

c
o

n
d

s
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 fre

e
zin

g
 b

u
t—

 

S
h

e
 d

a
rte

d
 o

ve
r a

n
d

 s
n

a
tc

h
e

d
 u

p
 th

e
 c

o
p

y
 o

f th
e

 T
h

e
 D

a
ily 

P
ro

p
h

e
t th

a
t h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 le
ft lyin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 g

ro
u

n
d

. S
lip

p
in

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 

th
e

 d
o

o
r, s

h
e

 m
o

ve
d

 ju
s
t fa

r e
n

o
u

g
h

 in
to

 th
e

 h
a

llw
a

ys
 to

 g
e

t a
w

a
y 

fro
m

 th
e

 b
itin

g
 c

o
ld

 b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 h

u
rrie

d
ly

 o
p

e
n

e
d

 it a
n

d
 b

e
g

a
n

 d
e

-

vo
u

rin
g

 e
ve

ry b
it o

f in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 it c
o

n
ta

in
e

d
. 
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 “Y
o

u
 is

 to
 g

e
t re

a
d

y fo
r to

n
ig

h
t, m

is
tre

ss
 is

 s
a

yin
,” th

e
 e

lf s
a

id
, 

a
v
e

rtin
g

 its
 e

ye
s
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 p

o
p

p
in

g
 a

w
a

y. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

r h
e

a
rt w

e
re

 in
 h

e
r th

ro
a

t. H
e

r 

h
a

n
d

s
 s

ta
rte

d
 tre

m
b

lin
g

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
n

s
id

e
re

d
 fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t n
o

t re
a

d
y
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

U
n

d
o

u
b

te
d

ly, if s
h

e
 d

id
, M

a
lfo

y w
o

u
ld

 a
p

p
e

a
r a

n
d

 fo
rc

e
 h

e
r to

. 

W
h

o
 k

n
e

w
 w

h
a

t e
ls

e
 h

e
 m

ig
h

t d
o

 to
 h

e
r if s

h
e

 p
ro

vo
k

e
d

 h
im

. T
h

e
 

c
o

m
p

u
ls

io
n

s
 in

 h
e

r m
in

d
 s

tirre
d

... 

O
b

e
d

ie
n

t. 

N
o

t to
 re

s
is

t. 

H
e

r b
ra

in
 a

u
to

m
a

tic
a

lly b
e

g
a

n
 c

a
ta

lo
g

u
in

g
 th

e
 th

in
g

s
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 

b
e

e
n

 in
s
tru

c
te

d
 to

 d
o

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t s
u

re
 if th

e
 c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r ra

tio
n

a
lis

e
 o

b
e

y-

in
g

 o
r if o

b
e

yin
g

 a
c
tu

a
lly

 w
a

s
 th

e
 ra

tio
n

a
l c

h
o

ic
e

. 

S
h

e
 w

e
n

t in
to

 th
e

 b
a

th
ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 o

n
 th

e
 ta

p
 in

 th
e

 b
a

th
. 

T
h

e
 s

c
a

ld
in

g
 w

a
te

r p
o

u
re

d
 o

u
t a

n
d

 s
h

e
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 th

e
 tu

b
 s

lo
w

ly fill. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 if s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 d
ro

w
n

 h
e

rs
e

lf b
e

fo
re

 

M
a

lfo
y c

o
u

ld
 g

e
t th

e
re

. A
s
 L

o
rd

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

o
r, h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly 

a
p

p
a

ra
te

 a
n

y
w

h
e

re
. S

h
e

 s
h

u
d

d
e

re
d

 a
t th

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t o
f h

a
vin

g
 h

im
 

d
ra

g
 h

e
r, n

a
k

e
d

, o
u

t o
f th

e
 w

a
te

r b
y h

e
r h

a
ir.   

S
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 o

ff h
e

r ro
b

e
s a

n
d

 s
a

n
k

 in
to

 th
e

 w
a

te
r, h

is
s
in

g
 b

u
t 

re
lis

h
in

g
 th

e
 p

a
in

. S
h

e
 h

a
rd

ly
 fe

lt a
n

y
th

in
g

 n
o

w
a

d
a

ys
. A

p
p

a
re

n
tly 

th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s d
id

n
’t re

stric
t h

e
r fro

m
 h

e
a

t. 

T
h

a
t w

a
s
 a

 u
s
e

fu
l p

ie
c
e

 o
f in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 to

 file
 a

w
a

y. 

A
fte

r s
h

e
 h

a
d

 w
a

s
h

e
d

, s
h

e
 d

rie
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf w
ith

 a
 la

vis
h

, o
ve

r-

s
ize

d
 b

a
th

 to
w

e
l. T

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 p
u

lle
d

 o
n

 a
 fre

s
h

 s
e

t o
f ro

b
e

s
. T

h
e

 lo
n

g
, 

s
c
a

rle
t, b

u
tto

n
e

d
 d

re
s
s
, a

n
d

 th
e

n
 th

e
 o

p
e

n
 s

c
a

rle
t ro

b
e

. T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 

p
u

lle
d

 o
n

 th
e

 s
to

c
k

in
g

s
. S

h
e

 h
a

te
d

 th
e

m
 s

o
 m

u
c
h

. If it w
e

re
n

’t 

fre
e

zin
g

 in
s
id

e
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r, s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 n
e

ve
r h

a
ve

 w
o

rn
 th

e
m

. A
s
id

e
 

fro
m

 th
e

 d
re

a
d

fu
l re

d
 c

o
lo

u
r, s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 a
lm

o
s
t p

re
te

n
d

 th
e

 ro
b

e
s
 

w
e

re
 ju

s
t c

lo
th

in
g

, b
u

t th
e

 h
o

rrid
, c

ro
tc

h
le

ss
-n

e
ss

 le
ft h

e
r fe

e
lin

g
 

c
o

n
s
ta

n
tly e

x
p

o
s
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 o

n
ly

 g
e

t k
n

ic
k

e
rs

 if s
h

e
 w

a
s
 b

le
e

d
in

g
 o

r p
re

g
n

a
n

t. 

O
th

e
rw

is
e

, s
h

e
 w

a
s
 to

 re
m

a
in

—
a

c
c
e

s
s
ib

le
. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

re
s
s
e

d
, s

h
e

 s
to

o
d

 u
n

c
e

rta
in

ly in
 th

e
 m

id
d

le
 o

f 

h
e

r ro
o

m
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t s
u

re
 w

h
e

re
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 to

 g
o

. W
h

a
t 

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 to

 d
o

. 

T
h

e
 d

o
o

r a
b

ru
p

tly s
w

u
n

g
 o

p
e

n
, a

n
d

 A
s
to

ria
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

, lo
o

k
in

g
 

w
h

ite
 a

s
 a

 s
h

e
e

t. 

“G
o

o
d

, yo
u

’re
 re

a
d

y
. I w

a
s
 a

fra
id

 I’d
 h

a
ve

 to
 s

e
n

d
 D

ra
c
o

 to
 d

ra
g

 

yo
u

,” A
s
to

ria
 s

a
id

 a
s
 s

h
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 u

p
 a

n
d

 d
o

w
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
ith

 a
 

c
ritic

a
l e

xp
re

ss
io

n
. “I’ll s

h
o

w
 y

o
u

 w
h

e
re

 to
 g

o
 to

n
ig

h
t. A

fte
r th

is
, I 

s
h

a
ll b

e
 e

ls
e

w
h

e
re

. I’ll e
xp

e
c
t yo

u
 to

 p
re

p
a

re
 a

n
d

 g
o

 th
e

re
 e

ve
ry 
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fille
d

 w
ith

 s
h

ro
u

d
e

d
 fu

rn
itu

re
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 re
tu

rn
 a

n
d

 e
xp

lo
re

 th
e

m
 

a
ll 

c
a

re
fu

lly 
la

te
r. 

P
e

rh
a

p
s
 
s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 
th

a
t 

m
ig

h
t 

p
ro

ve
 
u

s
e

fu
l 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 fo
u

n
d

 in
 th

e
m

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

h
a

k
in

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 re
-e

n
te

re
d

 h
e

r ro
o

m
. F

e
e

lin
g

 d
ra

in
e

d
, 

s
h

e
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly

 c
ra

w
le

d
 in

to
 b

e
d

. 

A
s
 s

h
e

 fe
ll a

s
le

e
p

, sh
e

 d
re

a
m

e
d

 o
f G

in
n

y. 

G
in

n
y
—

fro
m

 n
e

a
r th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 w

a
r, w

ith
 h

a
ir c

u
t a

b
o

ve
 h

e
r 

s
h

o
u

ld
e

rs
 a

n
d

 a
 lo

n
g

 c
ru

e
l s

c
a

r d
o

w
n

 o
n

e
 s

id
e

 o
f h

e
r fa

c
e

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 

h
u

d
d

le
d

 
n

e
xt 

to
 
a

 
b

e
d

 
a

n
d

 
lo

o
k

e
d

 
u

p
 
s
h

a
rp

ly 
a

t 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
 
a

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 s

ta
rtle

d
. 

G
in

n
y’s

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 tw

is
te

d
 in

 a
n

g
u

is
h

, c
o

ve
re

d
 in

 te
a

rs
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
b

b
in

g
 u

n
c
o

n
tro

lla
b

ly
. 

“G
in

n
y
,” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

e
a

rd
 h

e
rs

e
lf s

a
y
. “G

in
n

y
, w

h
a

t’s
 w

ro
n

g
?
 

W
h

a
t h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
?
” 

A
s
 G

in
n

y o
p

e
n

e
d

 h
e

r m
o

u
th

 to
 a

n
s
w

e
r, th

e
 d

re
a

m
 fa

d
e

d
 a

w
a

y
. 

W
h

e
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

k
e

 th
e

 n
e

xt m
o

rn
in

g
, s

h
e

 k
n

e
w

 s
h

e
 m

u
s
t 

h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 d

re
a

m
in

g
. W

h
a

t h
a

d
 s

h
e

 b
e

e
n

 d
re

a
m

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t?
 S

h
e

 

c
o

u
ld

n
't re

m
e

m
b

e
r. S

o
m

e
th

in
g

—
s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 s

a
d

. S
h

e
 p

re
s
s
e

d
 th

e
 

h
e

e
ls

 o
f h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r e

y
e

s
 a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r it. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t b
rin

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf to

 g
o

 n
e

a
r th

e
 d

o
o

r th
a

t d
a

y. S
h

e
 

h
u

d
d

le
d

 b
y th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

 a
n

d
 lo

o
k

e
d

 o
u

t a
t th

e
 m

is
ty g

a
rd

e
n

s
 th

a
t 

la
y o

u
ts

id
e

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 h
e

d
g

e
 m

a
ze

 to
 o

n
e

 s
id

e
. S

h
e

 tra
c
e

d
 h

e
r 

w
a

y
 th

ro
u

g
h

 it w
ith

 h
e

r e
ye

s
. 

S
h

e
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 a
ll th

e
 g

ro
u

n
d

s
 o

f th
e

 e
s
ta

te
 th

a
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
e

e
. 

T
ryin

g
 to

 ta
k

e
 n

o
te

 o
f a

n
yth

in
g

 th
a

t c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 u
s
e

fu
l. W

h
e

re
 w

o
u

ld
 

s
h

e
 g

o
 if s

h
e

 w
e

re
 tryin

g
 to

 h
id

e
?
 If s

h
e

 w
e

re
 tryin

g
 to

 e
sc

a
p

e
?

 

T
h

e
 d

a
y p

a
s
s
e

d
 s

lo
w

ly
. 

H
a

vin
g

 a
 s

e
n

s
e

 o
f tim

e
 o

n
c
e

 a
g

a
in

 w
a

s
 va

g
u

e
ly u

n
s
e

ttlin
g

. T
h

e
 

s
te

a
d

y tic
k

in
g

 o
f th

e
 c

lo
c
k

 c
o

n
s
ta

n
tly c

a
u

g
h

t h
e

r a
tte

n
tio

n
. A

 c
o

n
-

tin
u

o
u

s
 g

ra
tin

g
 s

o
u

n
d

. If s
h

e
 le

t h
e

rs
e

lf lis
te

n
 to

 it fo
r lo

n
g

, it m
a

d
e

 

h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 b
e

g
in

 to
 s

p
a

s
m

 w
ith

 e
a

c
h

 c
lic

k
 o

f th
e

 g
e

a
rs

. 

S
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 th

a
t h

e
r m

in
d

 h
a

d
 a

 te
n

d
e

n
c
y to

w
a

rd
 w

a
n

d
e

rin
g

 

a
n

d
 

lo
s
in

g
 

its
e

lf. 
S

h
e

 
w

o
u

ld
 

in
te

rru
p

t 
h

e
rs

e
lf 

fro
m

 
s
o

m
e

 
o

d
d

 

th
o

u
g

h
t a

n
d

 re
a

lis
e

 h
o

u
rs

 h
a

d
 p

a
s
s
e

d
.   

A
s
 th

e
 d

a
y d

re
w

 to
 a

 c
lo

s
e

, s
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t th
e

 d
o

o
r. 

S
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 m
a

k
e

 h
e

rs
e

lf g
o

 o
u

t a
g

a
in

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t e

ve
n

 s
e

e
n

 

M
a

lfo
y s

in
c
e

 s
h

e
’d

 a
rrive

d
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 to

 try to
 w

a
tc

h
 h

im
. 

S
tu

d
y h

im
. A

rm
 h

e
rs

e
lf w

ith
 s

o
m

e
 k

in
d

 o
f u

n
d

e
rs

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

f h
im

. 

A
ll th

o
s
e

 p
la

n
s
 h

a
d

 fa
d

e
d

 a
w

a
y d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 la

s
t tw

o
 d

a
ys

. 

S
h

e
 s

to
o

d
 u

p
 a

n
d

 m
o

ve
d

 s
lo

w
ly

 to
w

a
rd

s
 th

e
 d

o
o

r. A
s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 

w
ra

p
p

in
g

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 k

n
o

b
, th

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 s
u

d
d

e
n

 p
o

p
 b

e
-

h
in

d
 h

e
r. S

ta
rtin

g
, s

h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly
 a

n
d

 fo
u

n
d

 a
 h

o
u

s
e

-e
lf s

ta
n

d
-

in
g

 b
e

h
in

d
 h

e
r. 



   

a
lfo

y d
id

n
’t s

p
e

a
k

 to
 h

e
r a

g
a

in
 fo

r th
e

 re
m

a
in

d
e

r o
f th

e
 h

o
u

r. 

H
e

 d
re

w
 a

 b
o

o
k

 fro
m

 h
is

 c
lo

a
k

 a
n

d
 s

e
t to

 re
a

d
in

g
 it, a

p
p

a
r-

e
n

tly im
p

e
rvio

u
s
 to

 th
e

 b
itin

g
 c

o
ld

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
lo

s
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
 a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 

fo
rc

e
 h

e
r h

e
a

rt n
o

t to
 p

o
u

n
d

 b
y m

e
re

ly s
ta

rin
g

 u
p

 in
to

 th
e

 s
k

y. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 o
ve

rc
o

m
e

 it. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t c
a

re
 w

h
a

t it to
o

k
. 

T
h

e
 d

a
ys

 b
lu

rre
d

 to
g

e
th

e
r. 

M
a

lfo
y a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 d
a

ily, im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly a
fte

r lu
n

c
h

, a
n

d
 le

d
 h

e
r 

o
u

t to
 th

e
 ve

ra
n

d
a

. O
n

c
e

 th
e

re
, h

e
 u

s
u

a
lly ig

n
o

re
d

 h
e

r, re
a

d
in

g
 th

e
 

P
ro

p
h

e
t o

r s
o

m
e

 b
o

o
k

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

u
ld

 s
k

itte
r a

b
o

u
t o

n
 th

e
 ve

-

ra
n

d
a

, tryin
g

 to
 fin

d
 th

e
 n

e
rve

 to
 ta

k
e

 a
 w

a
lk

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 m

a
k

e
 it 

d
o

w
n

 th
e

 m
a

rb
le

 ste
p

s
, b

u
t s

h
e

 fro
ze

 b
e

fo
re

 re
a

c
h

in
g

 th
e

 g
ra

ve
l. 

U
n

lik
e

 th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y
, s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t s

e
e

m
 to

 o
ve

rc
o

m
e

 it. It w
a

s
 a

 

lin
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 in

c
a

p
a

b
le

 o
f c

ro
s
s
in

g
. T

h
e

 ra
tio

n
a

l p
a

rts
 o

f h
e

r b
ra

in
 

ju
s
t s

tu
tte

re
d

 to
 a

 h
a

lt. 

S
o

 s
h

e
 s

a
t o

n
 th

e
 s

te
p

s
, g

a
th

e
re

d
 g

ra
v
e

l in
to

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
, a

n
d

 

to
s
s
e

d
 th

e
 ro

c
k

s
, o

n
e

 a
t a

 tim
e

, a
s
 fa

r a
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

. O
r a

rra
n

g
e

d
 

th
e

m
 in

to
 p

ic
tu

re
s
 o

r ru
n

e
s
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
 to

 d
o

. 

M
a

lfo
y n

e
ve

r s
p

o
k

e
 to

 h
e

r, a
n

d
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 o
f th

a
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

s
p

e
a

k
 to

 h
im

. N
o

t th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
, b

u
t th

e
 in

d
ig

n
ity th

a
t s

h
e

 

re
q

u
ire

d
 p

e
rm

is
s
io

n
 g

ra
te

d
 n

o
n

e
th

e
le

ss
. 

T
h

e
 

fa
c
t 

th
a

t 
th

e
 
M

a
lfo

y
s
 

n
e

e
d

e
d

 
n

o
 

s
e

rva
n

ts
 

a
p

p
a

re
n

tly 

m
e

a
n

t th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 n

o
t e

x
p

e
c
te

d
 to

 d
o

 a
n

yth
in

g
 e

xc
e

p
t e

xis
t. T

h
e

y 

p
ro

vid
e

d
 h

e
r w

ith
 a

b
s
o

lu
te

ly n
o

 m
e

a
n

s
 o

f o
c
c
u

p
yin

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf. N

o
 

b
o

o
k

s
, n

o
 p

a
p

e
r, n

o
t e

ve
n

 a
 b

it o
f strin

g
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

lm
o

s
t a

s
 b

o
re

d
 

in
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r a

s
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 in

 h
e

r c
e

ll in
 H

o
g

w
a

rts
. E

xc
e

p
t s

h
e

 

w
a

s
 
a

ls
o

 
m

o
n

ito
re

d
 
o

b
s
e

s
s
ive

ly
 b

y 
a

 
ju

d
g

e
m

e
n

ta
l 

p
o

rtra
it 

a
n

d
 

M
 

80  M
anacled 

 
d

e
a

d
. N

o
 o

n
e

 w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 c
o

m
e

 fo
r m

e
. I w

a
s
 ju

s
t th

e
re

, a
n

d
 I 

d
id

n
’t e

ve
n

 k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 lo

n
g

 it h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
. T

h
e

 w
a

lls
—

w
e

re
 th

e
 o

n
ly 

re
a

l th
in

g
. I g

u
e

ss
—

I c
a

m
e

 to
 re

ly o
n

 th
e

m
. S

o
 n

o
w

—
w

h
e

n
 I try to

 

w
a

lk
 s

o
m

e
w

h
e

re
, a

n
d

 I d
o

n
’t—

I d
o

n
’t k

n
o

w
 w

h
e

re
 it g

o
e

s…
 I d

o
n

’t 

k
n

o
w

. I c
a

n
’t—

it fe
e

ls
 lik

e
—

,” s
h

e
 s

tru
g

g
le

d
 to

 e
xp

la
in

 th
e

 te
rro

r. 

“It’s
 lik

e
—

I’m
 a

b
a

n
d

o
n

e
d

 a
ll o

ve
r a

g
a

in
. T

h
a

t e
ve

ryo
n

e
 is

 d
e

a
d

, a
n

d
 

I’m
 ju

s
t a

lo
n

e
—

A
n

d
 I c

a
n

 h
a

n
d

le
 it w

h
e

n
 m

y
 w

o
rld

 fe
e

ls
 s

m
a

ll—
b

u
t 

w
h

e
n

 I re
m

e
m

b
e

r h
o

w
 b

ig
 it is

—
I c

a
n

’t. I c
a

n
’t—

“ 

S
h

e
 c

h
o

k
e

d
, a

n
d

 h
e

r vo
ic

e
 tra

ile
d

 o
ff. S

h
e

 d
id

n
’t k

n
o

w
 h

o
w

 to
 

d
e

s
c
rib

e
 it. W

o
rd

s
 fa

ile
d

 to
 c

a
p

tu
re

 a
ll th

e
 irra

tio
n

a
l c

o
m

p
le

xity. 

S
h

e
 sta

re
d

 a
w

a
y, a

t a
 lo

s
s
. 

M
a

lfo
y’s

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 g
ro

w
 h

a
rd

e
r w

h
ile

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 

ta
lk

in
g

. 

“A
n

d
 ye

ste
rd

a
y
?

” h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

 a
fte

r a
 d

is
p

le
a

s
e

d
 p

a
u

s
e

. 

“I d
o

n
’t k

n
o

w
. I s

u
p

p
o

s
e

 m
y h

o
rro

r e
xc

e
e

d
e

d
 m

y fe
a

r.” 

H
e

 w
a

s
 s

ile
n

t fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 s

n
o

rte
d

 fa
in

tly a
n

d
 

le
a

n
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 in
 h

is
 c

h
a

ir, s
tu

d
yin

g
 h

e
r. 

“I h
a

v
e

 to
 a

d
m

it, w
h

e
n

 I h
e

a
rd

 it w
a

s
 y

o
u

 I w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 g
e

ttin
g

, I 

w
a

s
 lo

o
k

in
g

 fo
rw

a
rd

 to
 b

e
in

g
 th

e
 o

n
e

 to
 fin

a
lly b

re
a

k
 yo

u
,” h

e
 s

a
id

 

a
n

d
 le

a
n

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 h
e

r s
lig

h
tly w

ith
 a

 h
a

rd
 s

m
ile

. “B
u

t I d
o

u
b

t th
a

t 

it’s
 e

ve
n

 p
o

s
s
ib

le
 to

 e
xc

e
e

d
 w

h
a

t y
o

u
’ve

 d
o

n
e

 to
 y

o
u

rs
e

lf. It’s
 q

u
ite

 

d
is

a
p

p
o

in
tin

g
.” 

“I’m
 s

u
re

 yo
u

’ll s
till try,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 lo

o
k

in
g

 h
im

 in
 th

e
 e

ye
. S

h
e

 

k
n

e
w

 th
a

t h
e

r d
e

sp
a

ir w
a

s
 w

ritte
n

 a
c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r fa

c
e

, b
u

t th
e

re
 w

a
s
 

n
o

 p
o

in
t in

 tryin
g

 to
 h

id
e

 it. 

H
is

 s
ilve

r e
ye

s
 g

lin
te

d
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
 sa

w
 it. 
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 E

ve
ryth

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t h
im

 h
a

d
 c

h
a

n
g

e
d

. T
h

e
re

 d
id

n
’t a

p
p

e
a

r to
 b

e
 

e
ve

n
 a

 s
h

re
d

 o
f th

e
 b

o
y s

h
e

 h
a

d
 k

n
o

w
n

 s
o

 m
a

n
y ye

a
rs

 b
e

fo
re

. 

H
e

 
h

a
d

 
g

ro
w

n
, 

ta
lle

r 
a

n
d

 
b

ro
a

d
e

r. 
T
h

e
 
h

a
u

g
h

tin
e

s
s
 
o

f 
h

is
 

s
c
h

o
o

l d
a

y
s
 h

a
d

 fa
d

e
d

, re
p

la
c
e

d
 b

y a
 p

a
lp

a
b

le
 s

e
n

s
e

 o
f p

o
w

e
r. 

D
e

a
d

ly a
s
s
u

ra
n

c
e

. 

H
is

 fa
c
e

 h
a

d
 lo

s
t e

ve
ry tra

c
e

 o
f b

o
yis

h
n

e
s
s
. It w

a
s
 c

ru
e

lly b
e

a
u

-

tifu
l. H

is
 s

h
a

rp
 a

ris
to

c
ra

tic
 fe

a
tu

re
s
 s

e
t in

 a
 h

a
rd

 u
n

yie
ld

in
g

 e
xp

re
s
-

s
io

n
. H

is
 g

re
y e

ye
s
 w

e
re

 lik
e

 k
n

ive
s
. H

is
 h

a
ir s

till th
a

t p
a

le
, w

h
ite

 

b
lo

n
d

, c
o

m
b

e
d

 c
a

re
le

ss
ly

 a
s
id

e
. 

H
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
, e

ve
ry in

c
h

 o
f h

im
, lik

e
 a

n
 in

d
o

le
n

t E
n

g
lis

h
 L

o
rd

. E
x
-

c
e

p
t fo

r th
e

 a
lm

o
s
t in

h
u

m
a

n
 c

o
ld

n
e

s
s
. If a

n
 a

s
s
a

s
s
in

’s
 b

la
d

e
 w

e
re

 

m
a

d
e

 in
to

 a
 m

a
n

, it w
o

u
ld

 ta
k

e
 th

e
 fo

rm
 o

f D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y.   

S
h

e
 sta

re
d

 a
t h

im
. T

a
k

in
g

 h
im

 in
. 

B
e

a
u

tifu
l a

n
d

 d
a

m
n

e
d

. A
 fa

lle
n

 a
n

g
e

l. 

O
r p

e
rh

a
p

s
, th

e
 A

n
g

e
l o

f D
e

a
th

. 

W
h

ile
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

tu
d

y
in

g
 h

im
, h

e
 c

lo
s
e

d
 th

e
 n

e
w

sp
a

p
e

r c
ris

p
ly 

a
n

d
 lo

o
k

e
d

 o
ve

r a
t h

e
r. S

h
e

 m
e

t h
is

 e
ye

s
 fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t b
e

fo
re

 

g
la

n
c
in

g
 a

w
a

y
. 

“W
h

a
t is

 w
ro

n
g

 w
ith

 yo
u

?
” h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 a
fte

r s
ta

rin
g

 a
t h

e
r s

e
v-

e
ra

l s
e

c
o

n
d

s
. 

S
h

e
 flu

s
h

e
d

 fa
in

tly a
n

d
 d

id
n

’t a
n

s
w

e
r. 

“If yo
u

 w
o

n
’t te

ll m
e

, I w
ill ju

s
t p

u
ll th

e
 a

n
s
w

e
r fro

m
 yo

u
r 

m
in

d
,” h

e
 sa

id
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 n
o

t to
 flin

c
h

 a
t th

e
 th

re
a

t. S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 

s
te

a
d

ily a
t th

e
 h

e
d

g
e

. 

“I—
I th

in
k

 it’s
 c

a
lle

d
 a

g
o

ra
p

h
o

b
ia

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

 a
fte

r ta
k

in
g

 s
e

v-

e
ra

l d
e

e
p

 b
re

a
th

s
. “S

o
m

e
th

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t—
a

b
o

u
t o

p
e

n
 s

p
a

c
e

s
 m

a
k

e
s
 

m
e

 p
a

n
ic

.” 

“W
h

y?
” 

“I d
o

n
’t k

n
o

w
. It’s

 n
o

t lik
e

 it’s
 ra

tio
n

a
l,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 b

itte
rly a

s
 s

h
e

 

in
s
p

e
c
te

d
 th

e
 s

titc
h

in
g

 o
f h

e
r c

lo
a

k
. T

h
e

 u
n

ifo
rm

 n
e

e
d

le
w

o
rk

 w
a

s
 

s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 o

rd
e

rly to
 s

ta
re

 a
t. S

o
m

e
th

in
g

 p
re

d
ic

ta
b

le
. S

o
m

e
th

in
g

 

th
a

t m
a

d
e

 s
e

n
s
e

. S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 u

n
lik

e
 h

e
r irra

tio
n

a
l m

in
d

. 

“Y
o

u
 h

a
ve

 a
 th

e
o

ry, I'm
 s

u
re

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 c
h

a
lle

n
g

in
g

 to
n

e
. 

A
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 d

a
rin

g
 h

e
r to

 re
fu

s
e

 to
 te

ll h
im

, s
o

 h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 ju
s
t 

fo
rc

e
 h

is
 w

a
y in

to
 h

e
r th

o
u

g
h

ts
 a

n
d

 d
ra

g
 th

e
 c

o
n

c
lu

s
io

n
 o

u
t fo

r 

h
im

s
e

lf. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt te
m

p
te

d
 to

 lie
, b

u
t it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 p

o
in

tle
s
s
. H

e
 w

o
u

ld
, 

u
n

d
o

u
b

te
d

ly, b
e

 in
 h

e
r m

in
d

 a
g

a
in

 b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 e

s
c
a

p
e

d
. If s

h
e

 d
id

n
’t 

te
ll h

im
 n

o
w

, h
e

’d
 s

till k
n

o
w

 b
y
 to

m
o

rro
w

. O
r th

e
 n

e
xt d

a
y
. O

r w
h

e
n

-

e
ve

r h
e

 d
e

c
id

e
d

 to
 in

v
e

stig
a

te
 h

e
r th

o
u

g
h

ts
 a

g
a

in
. 

“It’s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly fro
m

 b
e

in
g

 in
 th

a
t c

e
ll fo

r s
o

 lo
n

g
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 a

fte
r 

a
 m

in
u

te
. “T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 n

o
th

in
g

—
It w

a
s
 lik

e
 a

 vo
id

. E
ve

ryo
n

e
 w

a
s
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k

n
e

w
 th

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 m
a

n
s
io

n
 o

u
ts

id
e

 h
e

r b
e

d
ro

o
m

 w
a

itin
g

 to
 b

e
 e

x-

p
lo

re
d

 if s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 o

n
ly s

u
m

m
o

n
 u

p
 th

e
 n

e
rve

 to
 d

o
 s

o
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 e

xp
lo

re
d

 a
ll th

e
 b

e
d

ro
o

m
s a

lo
n

g
 h

e
r h

a
ll re

-

p
e

a
te

d
ly. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 m

a
ze

 th
ro

u
g

h
 a

ll th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
s 

u
n

til s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

lm
o

s
t c

e
rta

in
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fin
d

 h
e

r w
a

y th
ro

u
g

h
 it. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 tryin

g
 to

 fin
d

 th
e

 n
e

rve
 to

 d
e

s
c
e

n
d

 th
e

 s
ta

irs
 a

n
d

 e
x-

p
lo

re
 th

e
 o

th
e

r flo
o

rs
. S

h
e

’d
 p

a
s
s
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 firs
t flo

o
r a

lm
o

s
t 

n
in

e
 tim

e
s
 w

ith
 M

a
lfo

y. Y
e

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t s
e

e
m

 to
 q

u
ite

 b
rin

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf 

to
 d

o
 it a

lo
n

e
. 

A
fte

r e
ig

h
t d

a
ys

, M
a

lfo
y d

id
 n

o
t a

p
p

e
a

r a
fte

r lu
n

c
h

. In
s
te

a
d

, 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 w
a

lk
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 d
o

o
r in

to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 ro
o

m
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
to

o
d

 s
ile

n
tly a

n
d

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 th
e

 w
o

m
a

n
 c

o
n

ju
re

 a
n

 

e
xa

m
 ta

b
le

 in
 th

e
 m

id
d

le
 o

f th
e

 flo
o

r. 

E
ve

ryo
n

e
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
te

d
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 fo
rc

e
 h

e
r o

n
to

 ta
b

le
s
. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt. M
a

lfo
y
. S

tro
u

d
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
lk

e
d

 fo
rw

a
rd

 b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 

w
a

s
 c

o
m

p
e

lle
d

 to
 a

n
d

 s
e

a
te

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf o

n
 th

e
 e

d
g

e
. 

“O
p

e
n

 yo
u

r m
o

u
th

,” H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
e

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 m

o
u

th
 o

p
e

n
e

d
 a

u
to

m
a

tic
a

lly
, a

n
d

 H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 

lifte
d

 a
 p

o
tio

n
 a

n
d

 p
o

u
re

d
 o

n
e

 d
ro

p
 in

to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 m
o

u
th

. A
s
 th

e
 

via
l w

a
s
 re

-s
to

p
p

e
re

d
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

a
u

g
h

t a
 g

la
n

c
e

 o
f th

e
 c

o
n

te
n

ts
 

a
n

d
 s

tiffe
n

e
d

. V
e

rita
s
e

ru
m

. 

S
h

e
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 it w

a
s
 o

n
e

 w
a

y
 to

 m
a

k
e

 m
e

d
ic

a
l a

p
p

o
in

tm
e

n
ts

 

e
ffic

ie
n

t—
p

re
ve

n
t s

u
b

je
c
ts

 fro
m

 lyin
g

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t u

n
d

e
r-

s
ta

n
d

 th
e

 p
o

in
t. T

h
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 a

lre
a

d
y
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r o

b
e

d
ie

n
t; H

e
a

le
r 

S
tro

u
d

 c
o

u
ld

 ju
s
t c

o
m

m
a

n
d

 h
e

r to
 te

ll th
e

 tru
th

. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 n

o
tic

e
 th

e
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n
 o

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s 

fa
c
e

. “It s
im

p
lifie

s
 th

in
g

s
,” S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

, w
a

vin
g

 h
e

r w
a

n
d

. “If th
e

 

H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
 h

a
d

 o
rd

e
re

d
 yo

u
 to

 lie
 a

b
o

u
t s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 

c
o

n
flic

te
d

. T
h

is
 w

a
y
, yo

u
r h

o
n

e
s
ty is

n
’t yo

u
r fa

u
lt.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 n
o

d
d

e
d

. S
h

e
 su

p
p

o
s
e

d
 th

a
t m

a
d

e
 s

e
n

s
e

. 

“H
m

m
. N

o
t p

re
g

n
a

n
t ye

t. I s
u

p
p

o
s
e

 it w
a

s
 ra

th
e

r to
o

 m
u

c
h

 to
 

h
o

p
e

 fo
r s

o
 s

o
o

n
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 n
e

a
rly c

o
lla

p
s
e

d
 w

ith
 re

lie
f. T

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 re
c
a

lle
d

 th
a

t 

it m
e

a
n

t M
a

lfo
y w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

e
 ta

k
e

 h
e

r o
ve

r a
 ta

b
le

 fo
r a

n
o

th
e

r five
 

d
a

y
s
, a

n
d

 h
e

r re
lie

f fa
d

e
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly
. 

“L
o

o
k

 a
t m

e
, M

is
s
 G

ra
n

g
e

r,” H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
e

d
, “h

a
s
 

a
n

yo
n

e
 h

u
rt yo

u
 s

in
c
e

 yo
u

’ve
 b

e
e

n
 h

e
re

?
” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t th

e
 w

o
m

a
n

 s
te

a
d

ily
 w

h
ile

 h
e

r m
o

u
th

 a
n

-

s
w

e
re

d
 o

f its
 o

w
n

 vo
litio

n
. 

“I h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 p
h

ys
ic

a
lly ra

p
e

d
 five

 tim
e

s
 a

n
d

 m
e

n
ta

lly ra
p

e
d

 

tw
ic

e
.” 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 lo
o

k
e

d
 u

n
fa

ze
d

 b
u

t s
o

m
e

w
h

a
t th

o
u

g
h

tfu
l. 
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 “T

h
e

 le
g

ilim
e

n
c
y is

 p
a

in
fu

l?
” 

“Y
e

s
.” 

“H
m

m
. I’ll m

a
k

e
 a

 n
o

te
 o

f th
a

t. N
o

 o
th

e
r h

a
rm

 to
 yo

u
?

” 

“N
o

.” 

“V
e

ry g
o

o
d

. T
h

a
t is

 a
 re

lie
f. T

h
e

re
 h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

—
p

ro
b

le
m

s
, w

ith
 

s
o

m
e

 o
f th

e
 o

th
e

rs
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

o
rro

r c
re

e
p

 o
ve

r h
e

r lik
e

 th
e

 c
a

re
ss

 o
f a

 g
h

o
s
t. 

“A
re

—
a

re
 th

e
y a

lrig
h

t?
” s

h
e

 c
ro

a
k

e
d

. 

“O
h

, ye
s
. W

e
 g

o
t e

ve
ry

th
in

g
 ta

k
e

n
 c

a
re

 o
f. S

o
m

e
 m

e
n

 s
im

p
ly 

n
e

e
d

 to
 b

e
 re

m
in

d
e

d
 th

a
t th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
’s

 g
ifts

 c
a

n
 b

e
 ta

k
e

n
 b

a
c
k

 

if n
o

t c
a

re
d

 fo
r p

ro
p

e
rly,” H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 tra

c
e

 o
f 

s
y
m

p
a

th
y o

r g
u

ilt in
 h

e
r e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 w

a
vin

g
 h

e
r 

w
a

n
d

 o
ve

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 re
a

c
h

 o
ve

r a
n

d
 s

n
a

p
 th

e
 w

o
m

a
n

’s
 n

e
c
k

. 

H
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 s

h
o

o
k

 a
s
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 to
 c

o
n

ta
in

 it. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 w
a

s
 in

d
iffe

re
n

t to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 p
o

o
rly

-c
o

n
c
e

a
le

d
 

ra
g

e
. S

h
e

 c
a

s
t a

 d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 c
h

a
rm

 ta
rg

e
te

d
 a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 lo

w
e

r 

a
b

d
o

m
e

n
. 

“N
o

 te
a

rin
g

. T
h

a
t’s

 a
 re

lie
f. It w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 p
ro

b
le

m
a

tic
. I 

s
h

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 c
o

m
e

 s
o

o
n

e
r to

 c
h

e
c
k

, b
u

t I w
a

s
 q

u
ite

 b
u

s
y
. O

ve
rs

e
e

-

in
g

 a
ll th

e
 p

la
c
e

m
e

n
ts

 w
a

s
 m

o
re

 te
d

io
u

s
 th

a
n

 I im
a

g
in

e
d

.” 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 to

 e
xp

e
c
t 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 to
 b

e
 s

y
m

p
a

-

th
e

tic
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

ta
re

d
 p

o
in

te
d

ly
 a

t th
e

 c
lo

c
k

 a
n

d
 d

id
n

’t a
n

s
w

e
r. 

“Y
o

u
r p

h
ys

ic
a

l c
o

n
d

itio
n

 h
a

s
 d

e
c
lin

e
d

 s
o

m
e

w
h

a
t. A

re
 y

o
u

 g
o

-

in
g

 o
u

ts
id

e
 to

 e
xe

rc
is

e
 d

a
ily

?
” H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 a

s
k

e
d

 w
ith

 a
n

 irrita
te

d
 

e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
s
tiffe

n
e

d
; 

h
e

r 
c
h

e
s
t 

tig
h

te
n

e
d

 
a

s
 

s
h

e
 

trie
d

 
to

 

b
re

a
th

e
 a

n
d

 a
n

s
w

e
r th

e
 q

u
e

s
tio

n
 in

d
iffe

re
n

tly. 

“I—
w

a
s
n

’t. B
u

t th
e

 H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
 h

a
s
 b

e
g

u
n

 e
n

s
u

rin
g

 it.” 

“A
re

 yo
u

 w
a

lk
in

g
?
 L

o
n

g
 w

a
lk

s
 a

re
 im

p
o

rta
n

t fo
r th

e
 c

o
n

s
titu

-

tio
n

.” “I—
c
a

n
’t.” 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
. “Y

o
u

 c
a

n
’t?

” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
it h

e
r lip

 a
n

d
 h

e
s
ita

te
d

. “I h
a

v
e

 p
a

n
ic

 a
tta

c
k

s
—

Ju
s
t 

le
a

vin
g

 th
is

 ro
o

m
 is

 h
a

rd
. T

h
e

 H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
 ta

k
e

s
 m

e
 to

 th
e

 ve
ra

n
d

a
 

fo
r a

n
 h

o
u

r, b
u

t I—
I c

a
n

’t—
I c

a
n

’t…
 I d

o
n

’t—
It’s

 s
o

—
s
o

—
“ 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

rte
d

 g
a

s
p

in
g

 a
s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 d

e
s
c
rib

e
 it. E

ve
n

 w
ith

 

th
e

 a
id

 o
f ve

rita
s
e

ru
m

, s
h

e
 s

tru
g

g
le

d
 to

 p
u

t th
e

 fe
a

r in
to

 w
o

rd
s
. 

S
h

e
 s

tru
g

g
le

d
 to

 h
a

n
d

le
 th

e
 w

a
ve

 o
f a

n
g

e
r a

n
d

 d
e

sp
a

ir s
h

e
 fe

lt fo
r 

h
a

vin
g

 s
u

c
h

 a
n

 irra
tio

n
a

l o
b

s
ta

c
le

 th
a

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t o
ve

rc
o

m
e

 o
n

 

h
e

r o
w

n
. 
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anacled 

 
th

e
m

 a
w

a
y
 a

n
d

 d
re

w
 h

e
r c

lo
a

k
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf m
o

re
 tig

h
tly. P

u
llin

g
 

u
p

 th
e

 h
o

o
d

. 

T
h

e
 c

lo
a

k
 w

a
s
 a

lm
o

s
t s

m
o

th
e

rin
g

 h
e

r w
ith

 th
e

 w
a

rm
th

 it p
ro

-

vid
e

d
, b

u
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

till fe
lt c

o
ld

 w
ith

 h
o

rro
r a

s
 s

h
e

 s
a

t s
ile

n
tly o

n
 

th
e

 ve
ra

n
d

a
. T

ryin
g

 to
 th

in
k

. 

S
h

e
’d

 b
e

e
n

 a
lrig

h
t. Y

e
s
te

rd
a

y
. S

h
e

’d
 b

e
e

n
 a

lrig
h

t. W
h

y?
 W

h
y 

h
a

d
n

’t it b
o

th
e

re
d

 h
e

r th
e

n
?

 

S
o

m
e

 k
in

d
 o

f a
g

o
ra

p
h

o
b

ia
. It m

u
s
t b

e
. S

o
m

e
h

o
w

, in
 th

e
 c

e
ll 

w
ith

o
u

t lig
h

t o
r s

o
u

n
d

 o
r tim

e
, s

h
e

’d
 la

tc
h

e
d

 o
n

to
 th

e
 s

e
c
u

rity o
f 

th
e

 w
a

lls
. T

h
e

 c
o

n
ta

in
m

e
n

t h
a

d
 b

e
c
o

m
e

 th
e

 o
n

ly c
o

n
s
ta

n
t in

 h
e

r 

life
. S

o
 n

o
w

, w
h

e
n

e
ve

r s
h

e
 w

a
s
 fre

e
 o

f th
e

 u
rg

e
n

t h
o

rro
r o

f h
e

r c
u

r-

re
n

t s
itu

a
tio

n
; w

h
e

n
e

ve
r s

h
e

 h
a

d
 tim

e
 to

 th
in

k
…

 

T
h

e
 s

e
n

s
e

 o
f o

p
e

n
n

e
s
s
 c

re
a

te
d

 a
 fe

a
r th

a
t s

w
a

llo
w

e
d

 h
e

r. 

O
u

td
o

o
rs

 w
a

s
 fa

r w
o

rs
e

 th
a

n
 th

e
 h

a
llw

a
y u

p
s
ta

irs
. 

M
a

y
b

e
 s

h
e

’d
 ju

s
t b

e
e

n
 u

n
p

re
p

a
re

d
. M

a
yb

e
 n

o
w

 th
a

t s
h

e
 k

n
e

w
, 

s
h

e
’d

 b
e

 a
b

le
 to

 p
u

s
h

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 p

a
n

ic
. If s

h
e

 g
a

ve
 h

e
rs

e
lf m

a
n

-

a
g

e
a

b
le

 g
o

a
ls

: W
a

lk
 d

o
w

n
 th

e
 s

te
p

s
. W

a
lk

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 g

ra
ve

l. W
a

lk
 

to
 th

e
 h

e
d

g
e

. 

If s
h

e
 p

a
c
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

S
h

e
 c

e
rta

in
ly w

a
s
n

’t g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e
 g

e
ttin

g
 lo

s
t in

 th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 m

a
ze

 

a
n

ytim
e

 s
o

o
n

. 

H
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

 tw
is

te
d

. H
e

r tim
e

lin
e

 fo
r e

sc
a

p
e

 k
e

p
t g

e
ttin

g
 

lo
n

g
e

r. S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t e

ve
n

 h
a

d
 a

 c
h

a
n

c
e

 to
 in

ve
s
tig

a
te

 o
p

tio
n

s
 fo

r 

g
e

ttin
g

 a
w

a
y
. T

h
e

 lo
n

g
e

r s
h

e
 to

o
k

—
 

S
h

e
 m

ig
h

t g
e

t p
re

g
n

a
n

t. 

S
h

e
 m

ig
h

t a
lre

a
d

y b
e

 p
re

g
n

a
n

t. If s
h

e
 w

e
re

n
’t, e

ve
ry

 a
d

d
i-

tio
n

a
l m

o
n

th
 b

e
in

g
 o

rd
e

re
d

 o
ve

r th
a

t ta
b

le
 in

c
re

a
s
e

d
 th

e
 o

d
d

s
 th

a
t 

s
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 c

ry
. 

S
h

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 o

ve
r a

t M
a

lfo
y w

h
o

 w
a

s
 s

tu
d

yin
g

 Q
u

id
d

itc
h

 s
c
o

re
s
 

a
v
id

ly. 

W
h

a
t u

s
e

fu
l in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 w

a
s
 s

h
e

 s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 to

 le
a

rn
 a

b
o

u
t 

h
im

?
 A

ll h
e

 d
id

 w
a

s
 s

e
e

th
e

 a
n

d
 re

a
d

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 g
o

 a
w

a
y
 a

n
d

 m
u

rd
e

r 

p
e

o
p

le
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 n

e
ve

r g
o

in
g

 to
 e

sc
a

p
e

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly g
o

in
g

 to
 d

ie
 

o
n

 th
e

 e
s
ta

te
. 

S
h

e
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 h
im

 in
 d

e
sp

a
ir. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 ju

s
t c

o
ld

. A
n

g
ry

. 

Ic
y ra

g
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 h

a
n

g
 o

ve
r h

im
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l th
e

 D
a

rk
 

M
a

g
ic

 tw
is

tin
g

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

is
 e

d
g

e
s
. 

W
h

o
 d

id
 h

e
 h

a
te

 s
o

 m
u

c
h

?
 W

a
s
 h

e
 lik

e
 L

u
c
iu

s
, b

la
m

in
g

 th
e

 

O
rd

e
r fo

r N
a

rc
is

s
a

’s
 d

e
a

th
?

 W
e

re
 a

ll th
o

s
e

 K
illin

g
 C

u
rs

e
s
 re

ve
n

g
e

?
 

W
a

s
 th

a
t w

h
a

t fu
e

le
d

 h
is

 ris
e

?
 



senlinyu 77 
 N

o
t e

ve
n

 w
a

lls
. N

o
th

in
g

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

c
re

a
m

 fo
re

ve
r. N

o
 s

o
u

n
d

. 

N
o

 o
n

e
 w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

e
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 d

a
rk

n
e

s
s
 e

a
tin

g
 u

p
 th

e
 s

k
y
. 

T
h

e
n

 th
e

re
’d

 b
e

 n
o

th
in

g
. 

N
o

 o
n

e
 w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

e
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t—
 

“S
to

p
,” w

a
s
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly

 g
ro

w
le

d
 fro

m
 b

e
h

in
d

 h
e

r. 

R
e

a
lity c

ra
s
h

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 o
n

 h
e

r lik
e

 a
 flo

o
d

. S
h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 a

n
d

 

lo
o

k
e

d
 b

a
c
k

. M
a

lfo
y
 w

a
s
 p

a
le

-fa
c
e

d
, a

n
d

 h
is

 e
ye

s
 w

e
re

 fla
s
h

in
g

 a
s
 

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r. 

“Y
o

u
’re

 re
q

u
ire

d
 to

 b
e

 o
u

ts
id

e
. Y

o
u

 a
re

 n
o

t re
q

u
ire

d
 to

 g
o

 

tra
ip

s
in

g
 o

ff. D
o

 n
o

t g
ive

 y
o

u
rs

e
lf a

 m
e

n
ta

l b
re

a
k

d
o

w
n

 th
a

t c
o

m
-

p
ro

m
is

e
s
 m

y a
c
c
e

ss
 to

 yo
u

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
.” 

H
is

 fa
c
e

 tw
is

te
d

 s
lig

h
tly

 a
s
 h

e
 k

e
p

t lo
o

k
in

g
 a

t h
e

r. D
ra

w
in

g
 h

is
 

w
a

n
d

, h
e

 c
o

n
ju

re
d

 a
n

o
th

e
r c

h
a

ir. 

“S
it. A

n
d

 c
a

lm
 d

o
w

n
,” h

e
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

 in
 a

n
 ic

y to
n

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 in
 a

 d
e

e
p

 b
re

a
th

 a
n

d
 le

t h
e

r fe
e

t c
a

rry h
e

r 

o
ve

r. T
ryin

g
 n

o
t to

 d
w

e
ll o

n
 th

e
 flo

o
d

 o
f re

lie
f th

a
t c

a
m

e
 o

ve
r h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 s

e
a

te
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 w
o

rk
e

d
 to

 

re
g

a
in

 c
o

n
tro

l o
f h

e
r b

re
a

th
in

g
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 in

 a
 c

h
a

ir. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 in

 a
 c

h
a

ir n
e

x
t to

 M
a

lfo
y. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 

n
o

t in
 a

 vo
id

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
n

’t a
 vo

id
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 m

a
rb

le
 u

n
d

e
r h

e
r fe

e
t. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t h
a

ve
 to

 g
o

 a
n

yw
h

e
re

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 in

 a
 c

h
a

ir. 

S
h

e
 in

h
a

le
d

 s
lo

w
ly

. T
o

 a
 c

o
u

n
t o

f fo
u

r. 

E
xh

a
le

, th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r m

o
u

th
. T

o
 a

 c
o

u
n

t o
f six

. 

In
 a

n
d

 o
u

t. 

A
g

a
in

 a
n

d
 a

g
a

in
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 in

 a
 c

h
a

ir. S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t h
a

ve
 to

 g
o

 a
n

yw
h

e
re

. 

H
e

r h
e

a
rt s

lo
w

ly s
to

p
p

e
d

 p
o

u
n

d
in

g
, b

u
t h

e
r w

h
o

le
 c

h
e

s
t h

u
rt. 

O
n

c
e

 h
e

r c
h

e
s
t’s

 s
tu

tte
rin

g
 e

a
s
e

d
, s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 fo

rc
e

 h
e

r fin
-

g
e

rs
 to

 s
to

p
 tw

itc
h

in
g

. T
h

e
y w

o
u

ld
n

’t, so
 s

h
e

 s
a

t o
n

 th
e

m
. 

A
s
 h

e
r m

in
d

 fu
lly c

le
a

re
d

 fro
m

 h
e

r p
a

n
ic

, a
 la

s
h

 o
f b

itte
r d

e
s
-

p
a

ir s
tru

c
k

 h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 b

ro
k

e
n

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 p

o
in

t in
 try

in
g

 to
 d

e
n

y it. 

M
e

n
ta

lly, s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 in

s
id

e
 o

f h
e

r h
a

d
 fra

c
tu

re
d

 d
u

rin
g

 h
e

r im
-

p
ris

o
n

m
e

n
t, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 d

id
n

’t k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 to

 fix it. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t re
a

s
o

n
 

h
e

r w
a

y th
ro

u
g

h
 it. It s

w
a

llo
w

e
d

 h
e

r fro
m

 th
e

 in
s
id

e
. 

S
h

e
 sta

re
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r la

p
. T

e
a

rs
 s

lid
 fro

m
 th

e
 c

o
rn

e
rs

 o
f h

e
r 

e
ye

s
, d

o
w

n
 h

e
r c

h
e

e
k

s
, a

n
d

 a
lo

n
g

 h
e

r lip
s
 b

e
fo

re
 fa

llin
g

. T
h

e
 s

h
a

rp
 

c
u

t o
f th

e
 w

in
d

 m
a

d
e

 th
e

m
 fe

e
l lik

e
 ic

e
 o

n
 h

e
r s

k
in

. S
h

e
 s

m
e

a
re

d
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 S
h

e
 p

re
ss

e
d

 h
e

r lip
s
 to

g
e

th
e

r, b
u

t th
e

y tw
is

te
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly. S
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l th
e

 p
re

ss
u

re
 in

 h
e

r c
h

e
e

k
s
 a

n
d

 e
ye

s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 n
o

t 

to
 c

ry o
ve

r it. 

“In
te

re
s
tin

g
,” 

H
e

a
le

r 
S

tro
u

d
 

s
a

id
, 

s
c
rib

b
lin

g
 

s
e

ve
ra

l 
n

o
te

s
. 

“P
re

s
u

m
a

b
ly d

u
e

 to
 y

o
u

r im
p

ris
o

n
m

e
n

t. It h
a

d
n

’t o
c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 m

e
 

th
a

t g
o

in
g

 o
u

td
o

o
rs

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 a
n

 is
s
u

e
. H

m
m

. C
a

lm
in

g
 D

ra
u

g
h

t 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 in
s
u

ffic
ie

n
t, b

u
t I c

a
n

’t p
u

t yo
u

 o
n

 a
 p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

t a
n

xie
ty 

re
lie

f; th
e

y in
te

rfe
re

 w
ith

 p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y
. P

e
rh

a
p

s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 te
m

p
o

-

ra
ry, to

 h
e

lp
 a

c
c
lim

a
tis

e
 yo

u
. I’ll h

a
v
e

 to
 re

s
e

a
rc

h
 it.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 n

o
th

in
g

. 

“M
a

te
ria

ls
 w

ill b
e

 p
ro

vid
e

d
 d

a
ily

 fo
r yo

u
r c

yc
le

,” S
tro

u
d

 a
d

d
e

d
 

a
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 w

ritin
g

 n
o

te
s
. A

 th
o

u
g

h
t s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 o
c
c
u

r to
 h

e
r, 

a
n

d
 s

h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
 q

u
izzic

a
lly a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

. “W
h

a
t—

w
h

a
t w

a
s
 it th

a
t 

h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

 w
h

e
n

 yo
u

 w
e

re
 in

 p
ris

o
n

?
” 

“I ju
s
t b

le
d

,” H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
. “T

h
e

 c
e

ll w
a

s
 k

e
p

t c
le

a
n

, b
u

t th
e

re
 

w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 p
ro

vid
e

d
.” 

S
tro

u
d

 s
h

o
o

k
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 fa

in
tly in

 d
is

a
p

p
ro

va
l. A

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 

h
a

d
 s

o
m

e
 m

o
ra

l s
u

p
e

rio
rity o

ve
r U

m
b

rid
g

e
 in

 h
e

r tre
a

tm
e

n
t o

f H
e

r-

m
io

n
e

. 

“A
n

yth
in

g
 e

ls
e

 yo
u

 th
in

k
 I s

h
o

u
ld

 k
n

o
w

?
” H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 a

s
k

e
d

 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 

“I th
in

k
 th

a
t yo

u
 a

re
 e

vil a
n

d
 in

h
u

m
a

n
,” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

n
s
w

e
re

d
 

im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t e

ve
n

 h
a

d
 tim

e
 to

 re
a

lis
e

 th
e

 w
o

rd
s
 c

o
m

in
g

 o
u

t o
f 

h
e

r m
o

u
th

; th
e

 ve
rita

s
e

ru
m

 h
a

d
 ju

s
t d

ra
g

g
e

d
 th

e
m

 fo
rth

. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

’s e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 flic

k
e

re
d

 fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t. 

“W
e

ll, I s
u

p
p

o
s
e

 I le
ft m

ys
e

lf o
p

e
n

 fo
r th

a
t. A

n
yth

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t 

yo
u

r h
e

a
lth

 th
a

t yo
u

 th
in

k
 I s

h
o

u
ld

 k
n

o
w

?
” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t. “N
o

.” 

“A
lrig

h
t th

e
n

.” H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 o

ve
r h

e
r n

o
te

s
 o

n
e

 la
s
t 

tim
e

. “O
h

. I n
e

a
rly fo

rg
o

t. R
e

m
o

ve
 yo

u
r s

to
c
k

in
g

s
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 o
b

e
d

ie
n

tly p
u

lle
d

 th
e

m
 o

ff. H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 

o
ve

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s le
g

s
 fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t a
n

d
 th

e
n

 w
a

ve
d

 h
e

r w
a

n
d

. A
 

s
h

a
rp

, b
u

rn
in

g
 s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

 c
a

m
e

 o
ve

r th
e

m
 fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l s
e

c
o

n
d

s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
is

s
e

d
 fa

in
tly

. S
ta

rtle
d

. W
h

e
n

 th
e

 b
u

rn
 fa

d
e

d
 s

h
e

 

lo
o

k
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

n
d

 s
a

w
 th

a
t h

e
r le

g
s
 w

e
re

 b
rig

h
t re

d
 a

n
d

 irrita
te

d
 

lo
o

k
in

g
. 

“A
 p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

t h
a

ir re
m

o
va

l c
h

a
rm

. S
e

ve
ra

l o
f th

e
 m

e
n

 h
a

ve
 

c
o

m
p

la
in

e
d

. O
n

e
 o

f th
e

m
 trie

d
 to

 p
ro

vid
e

 a
 b

a
th

 p
o

tio
n

, b
u

t th
e

 

s
p

ite
fu

l little
 w

itc
h

 d
u

n
k

e
d

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 u
n

d
e

r a
n

d
 e

m
e

rg
e

d
 e

n
tire

ly 

b
a

ld
.” 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 h
a

n
d

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
 s

m
a

ll ja
r o

f m
u

rtla
p

 e
s
-

s
e

n
c
e

.   
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 “T

h
e

 irrita
tio

n
 s

h
o

u
ld

 fa
d

e
 in

 a
 d

a
y o

r tw
o

. I’ll s
p

e
a

k
 to

 th
e

 H
ig

h
 

R
e

e
ve

 a
b

o
u

t yo
u

r c
o

n
d

itio
n

.” 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 p
u

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 file

 b
a

c
k

 in
to

 a
 b

rie
fc

a
s
e

, a
n

d
 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
lip

p
e

d
 o

ff th
e

 ta
b

le
 a

n
d

 s
to

o
d

 a
w

k
w

a
rd

ly, h
o

ld
in

g
 h

e
r 

s
to

c
k

in
g

s
 in

 o
n

e
 h

a
n

d
 a

n
d

 th
e

 ja
r o

f m
u

rtla
p

 e
s
s
e

n
c
e

 in
 th

e
 o

th
e

r. 

W
ith

 a
 flic

k
 o

f h
e

r w
a

n
d

, H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 va
n

is
h

e
d

 th
e

 ta
b

le
 a

n
d

 le
ft 

th
e

 ro
o

m
 w

ith
o

u
t a

n
o

th
e

r w
o

rd
. 

M
a

lfo
y a

rrive
d

 h
a

lf a
n

 h
o

u
r la

te
r, lo

o
k

in
g

 m
o

re
 a

n
g

ry th
a

n
 

u
s
u

a
l. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 p
u

lle
d

 o
n

 h
e

r c
lo

a
k

 a
n

d
 fo

llo
w

e
d

 h
im

. W
h

e
n

 th
e

y 

re
a

c
h

e
d

 th
e

 ve
ra

n
d

a
, h

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 o

ve
r a

t h
e

r w
ith

 a
 g

rim
a

c
e

. 

“Y
o

u
 a

re
 re

q
u

ire
d

 to
 w

a
lk

 a
t le

a
s
t h

a
lf a

 m
ile

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
lin

k
e

d
 u

p
 a

t h
im

. 

“I w
o

u
ld

 s
e

n
d

 yo
u

 w
ith

 a
 h

o
u

s
e

-e
lf, b

u
t S

tro
u

d
 is

 c
o

n
c
e

rn
e

d
 

th
a

t yo
u

r s
e

lf-in
flic

te
d

 b
ra

in
 in

ju
ry m

a
y c

a
u

s
e

 yo
u

 to
 h

a
ve

 a
 s

e
izu

re
 

if yo
u

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 o
ve

rw
ro

u
g

h
t.” H

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 e
n

ra
g

e
d

 e
n

o
u

g
h

 to
 b

re
a

k
 

s
o

m
e

th
in

g
. “I a

m
 n

o
w

 re
q

u
ire

d
 to

 w
a

lk
 yo

u
.” 

H
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 e

s
ta

te
 fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t b
e

fo
re

 a
d

d
in

g
, “Y

o
u

 

a
re

 w
o

rs
e

 th
a

n
 a

 d
o

g
.” 

H
e

 s
to

rm
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 th

e
 s

te
p

s
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 tu

rn
e

d
, s

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

n
 th

e
 

g
ra

v
e

l p
a

th
. 

“C
o

m
e

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 c

o
ld

 vo
ic

e
. H

is
 e

ye
s
 w

e
re

 fla
s
h

in
g

, a
n

d
 

h
is

 lip
s
 w

e
re

 p
re

s
s
e

d
 in

to
 a

 h
a

rd
 lin

e
 a

s
 h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 a
t h

e
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
, in

c
re

d
u

lo
u

s
. H

e
ll w

o
u

ld
 fre

e
ze

 o
ve

r 

lo
n

g
 b

e
fo

re
 D

ra
c
o

 M
a

lfo
y
’s

 p
re

s
e

n
c
e

 k
e

p
t h

e
r fro

m
 h

a
vin

g
 a

 p
a

n
ic

 

a
tta

c
k

. 

T
h

e
 c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 h

e
r fo

rw
a

rd
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 to
o

k
 a

 d
e

e
p

 b
re

a
th

 a
s
 s

h
e

 s
te

p
p

e
d

 g
in

g
e

rly
 d

o
w

n
 

th
e

 s
te

p
s
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
, a

fte
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t’s

 h
e

s
ita

tio
n

, o
n

to
 th

e
 g

ra
v
e

l. 

S
h

e
 to

o
k

 fo
u

r s
te

p
s
 a

c
ro

s
s
 it to

w
a

rd
 h

im
 a

n
d

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 c
ry

 w
ith

 

ra
g

e
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 d
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a
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 d
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 p
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n
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 d
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 m
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h
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r s
to

rm
in

g
 a

lo
n

g
 th

e
 p

a
th

s
 fo

r a
n

 h
o

u
r, M

a
lfo

y le
d

 th
e

 w
a

y 

b
a

c
k

 to
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r. A

s
 th

e
y d

re
w

 c
lo

s
e

, H
e

rm
io

n
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t s

h
e

 s
a

w
 

a
n

 u
p

s
ta

irs
 c

u
rta

in
 tw

itc
h

. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
lk

e
d

 to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 ro
o

m
 b

u
t ra

th
e

r th
a

n
 le

a
ve

 o
n

c
e

 

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 th

e
re

, h
e

 s
ta

y
e

d
, s

ta
rin

g
 a

t h
e

r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

ra
n

k
 a

w
a

y
 a

n
d

 fid
g

e
te

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 c

la
s
p

 o
n

 h
e

r 

c
lo

a
k

. P
e

rh
a

p
s
 if s

h
e

 ig
n

o
re

d
 h

im
 h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 g

o
 a

w
a

y. 

“B
e

d
,” h

e
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

 a
fte

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t. 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 a
t h

im
, s

ta
rtle

d
, a

n
d

 h
e

 s
m

irk
e

d
 m

a
lic

io
u

s
ly a

s
 

h
e

 s
te

p
p

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 h
e

r. 

“U
n

le
ss

 yo
u

’d
 ra

th
e

r d
o

 it o
n

 th
e

 flo
o

r,” h
e

 sa
id

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

n
’t m

o
ve

. S
h

e
 ju

s
t s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
im

, fe
e

lin
g

 s
tu

p
e

-

fie
d

 w
ith

 h
o

rro
r. H

e
 d

re
w

 h
is

 w
a

n
d

 a
n

d
 a

fte
r g

ivin
g

 a
 s

h
a

rp
, n

o
n

-

ve
rb

a
l flic

k
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fe

lt h
is

 m
a

g
ic

 s
e

ize
 h

o
ld

 o
f h

e
r a

n
d

 d
ra

g
 h

e
r 

b
a

c
k

w
a

rd
 u

n
til s

h
e

 c
o

llid
e

d
 w

ith
 h

e
r b

e
d

 a
n

d
 to

p
p

le
d

 b
a

c
k

w
a

rd
s
 

o
n

to
 it. 

M
a

lfo
y s

a
u

n
te

re
d

 o
ve

r, lo
o

k
in

g
 b

o
re

d
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 fa
in

t g
lin

t 

in
 h

is
 e

ye
s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
it h

e
r lip

 to
 k

e
e

p
 fro

m
 w

h
im

p
e

rin
g

 a
n

d
 c

ro
s
s
e

d
 h

e
r 

a
rm

s
 a

c
ro

s
s
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

H
e

 s
ta

re
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r a

n
d

 th
e

n
, p

re
s
s
in

g
 h

is
 le

g
s
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 

h
e

rs
, le

a
n

e
d

 o
ve

r h
e

r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
is

h
e

d
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
in

k
 in

to
 th

e
 b

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

u
ffo

c
a

te
 

th
e

re
. W

is
h

e
d

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

c
re

a
m

. W
is

h
e

d
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 ju

s
t a

 

s
h

re
d

 o
f h

e
r m

a
g

ic
 to

 fig
h

t h
im

 o
ff w

ith
. 

O
b

e
d

ie
n

t. Q
u

ie
t. N

o
t to

 re
s
is

t. 
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 S

h
e

 tu
c
k

e
d

 h
e

r c
h

in
 d

o
w

n
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r s

h
o

u
ld

e
r a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 

c
rin

g
e

 a
w

a
y fro

m
 h

im
 a

s
 m

u
c
h

 a
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

. 

H
is

 rig
h

t h
a

n
d

 p
re

s
s
e

d
 in

to
 th

e
 m

a
ttre

ss
 b

y h
e

r h
e

a
d

, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 

s
h

e
 fe

lt th
e

 tip
 o

f h
is

 w
a

n
d

 u
n

d
e

r h
e

r c
h

in
. 

“L
o

o
k

 a
t m

e
, M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

,” h
e

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
e

d
. 

H
e

r c
h

in
 u

n
tu

c
k

e
d

 its
e

lf a
s
 s

h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 to
 lo

o
k

 u
p

 in
to

 h
is

 e
ye

s
. 

T
h

e
y w

e
re

 o
n

ly in
c
h

e
s
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 h

e
rs

. H
is

 p
u

p
ils

 w
e

re
 c

o
n

tra
c
te

d
, 

a
n

d
 th

e
 g

re
y o

f h
is

 iris
e

s
 lo

o
k

e
d

 lik
e

 a
 s

to
rm

. 

H
e

 d
ro

ve
 in

to
 h

e
r m

in
d

. 

S
h

e
 g

a
s
p

e
d

 w
ith

 s
h

o
c
k

. 

E
ve

n
 h

is
 le

g
ilim

e
n

c
y
 w

a
s
 c

o
ld

. L
ik

e
 b

e
in

g
 p

lu
n

g
e

d
 in

to
 a

 fre
e

z-

in
g

 la
k

e
. It h

u
rt w

ith
 a

 s
h

a
rp

, c
le

a
r p

a
in

. 

U
n

lik
e

 
p

re
vio

u
s
 

o
c
c
a

s
io

n
s
, 

h
e

r 
m

in
d

 
w

a
s
 

u
n

c
lo

u
d

e
d

 
w

ith
 

tra
u

m
a

 o
r s

h
o

c
k

. T
h

e
 e

xp
e

rie
n

c
e

 w
a

s
 fa

r m
o

re
 vivid

 b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 o
f it. 

H
e

 s
h

o
t th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
, a

tte
n

d
in

g
 to

 a
ll th

e
 c

lu
s
te

rs
 o

f 

lo
c
k

e
d

 
o

n
e

s
. 

H
e

 
trie

d
 

b
re

a
k

in
g

 
h

is
 

w
a

y 
in

to
 

o
n

e
 

u
n

til 
a

 
w

a
il 

w
re

n
c
h

e
d

 its
e

lf fro
m

 h
e

r lip
s
. 

H
e

 m
o

ve
d

 q
u

ic
k

ly
. A

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 s

im
p

ly ve
rifyin

g
 th

a
t 

n
o

n
e

 o
f th

e
m

 w
e

re
 a

c
c
e

ss
ib

le
 y

e
t. A

fte
r c

h
e

c
k

in
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
m

, 

h
e

 m
o

v
e

d
 in

to
 th

e
 p

re
s
e

n
t. 

H
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 a
m

u
s
e

d
 b

y
 h

e
r g

ro
w

in
g

 h
a

tre
d

. B
y h

o
w

 d
e

sp
e

r-

a
te

ly s
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 k

ill h
im

. H
e

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 h
e

r e
xp

lo
re

 th
e

 o
th

e
r 

ro
o

m
s
 a

n
d

 ru
n

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 e

s
ta

te
 a

n
d

 s
it b

o
re

d
 o

n
 th

e
 s

te
p

s
 o

f th
e

 

ve
ra

n
d

a
. H

o
w

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 re
a

d
 T

h
e

 D
a

ily
 P

ro
p

h
e

t. H
e

r p
a

n
ic

 a
tta

c
k

. 

H
e

 e
xa

m
in

e
d

 h
e

r re
p

e
a

te
d

 e
ffo

rts
 to

 re
m

e
m

b
e

r th
e

 d
e

ta
ils

 o
f 

D
u

m
b

le
d

o
re

’s
 d

e
a

th
, a

n
d

 h
o

w
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t re

m
e

m
b

e
r s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 

a
b

o
u

t th
e

 w
a

rlo
c
k

’s
 a

rm
. T

h
a

t d
e

ta
il s

p
a

rk
e

d
 h

is
 in

te
re

s
t. H

e
 trie

d
 

to
 fin

d
 th

e
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
, b

u
t w

h
e

re
ve

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 c

o
n

c
e

a
le

d
 th

e
 

d
e

ta
ils

 in
 h

e
r m

in
d

, h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t te

ll. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l h

is
 irrita

tio
n

 a
s
 h

e
 fin

a
lly

 m
o

ve
d

 o
n

 to
 h

e
r a

p
-

p
o

in
tm

e
n

t w
ith

 S
tro

u
d

 a
n

d
 th

e
ir w

a
lk

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 e

s
ta

te
 a

n
d

 h
o

w
 

d
e

e
p

ly s
h

e
 d

is
lik

e
d

 th
e

 g
a

rd
e

n
s
. W

h
e

n
 h

e
 re

a
c
h

e
d

 h
e

r h
o

rro
r a

fte
r 

h
e

 o
rd

e
re

d
 h

e
r o

n
to

 th
e

 b
e

d
, h

e
 fin

a
lly w

ith
d

re
w

 fro
m

 h
e

r m
in

d
. 

H
e

 s
n

e
e

re
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r. 

“R
e

s
t a

s
s
u

re
d

, M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
, I h

a
ve

 n
o

 p
a

rtic
u

la
r d

e
sire

 to
 to

u
c
h

 

yo
u

. I fin
d

 yo
u

r m
e

re
 e

xis
te

n
c
e

 w
ith

in
 m

y
 m

a
n

o
r o

ffe
n

s
ive

.” 

“T
h

e
 
fe

e
lin

g
 
is

 
d

e
c
id

e
d

ly 
m

u
tu

a
l,” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
s
a

id
 
in

 
a

 
d

ry 

vo
ic

e
. It w

a
s
n

’t a
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 g

o
o

d
 re

to
rt; h

e
r h

e
a

d
 w

a
s
 th

ro
b

b
in

g
. 

It fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 M
a

lfo
y
 h

a
d

 in
s
e

rte
d

 h
is

 e
n

tire
 m

in
d

 in
to

 h
e

rs
, a

n
d

 

it h
a

d
 b

ru
is

e
d

 h
e

r in
te

rn
a

lly. 

M
a

lfo
y s

tra
ig

h
te

n
e

d
 a

n
d

 lo
o

k
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 e
x-

p
e

c
te

d
 h

e
r to

 s
a

y
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
. S

h
e

 sta
re

d
 u

p
 a

t h
im

. 

“D
id

 yo
u

 re
a

lly
 k

ill D
u

m
b

le
d

o
re

?
” 
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anacled 

 
c
u

rs
e

, h
a

d
 h

e
lp

, a
n

d
 w

h
y
 h

e
’d

 d
o

n
e

 it h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 u

n
a

n
s
w

e
re

d
 q

u
e

s
-

tio
n

s
. T
h

e
 O

rd
e

r h
a

d
 a

s
s
u

m
e

d
 it h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
n

 a
tte

m
p

t to
 re

d
e

e
m

 th
e

 

M
a

lfo
y F

a
m

ily
 a

fte
r L

u
c
iu

s
’ fa

ilu
re

 a
n

d
 im

p
ris

o
n

m
e

n
t fo

llo
w

in
g

 th
e

 

b
a

ttle
 in

 th
e

 D
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t o

f M
y
s
te

rie
s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

re
m

e
m

b
e

r 
it 

e
ve

r 
b

e
in

g
 
c
o

n
firm

e
d

 
th

a
t 

M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 k
ille

d
 D

u
m

b
le

d
o

re
. A

fte
r D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
 s

e
ize

d
 c

o
n

tro
l o

f 

th
e

 M
in

is
try o

f M
a

g
ic

 s
ix m

o
n

th
s
 la

te
r, it h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 d
iffic

u
lt to

 g
e

t 

g
o

o
d

 in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

. T
h

e
 D

a
ily P

ro
p

h
e

t im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly b
e

c
a

m
e

 a
 fu

ll-

fle
d

g
e

d
 p

ro
p

a
g

a
n

d
a

 m
a

c
h

in
e

. 

H
a

d
 it b

e
e

n
 c

o
n

firm
e

d
?

 S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 in

a
b

ility
 to

 re
c
a

ll it w
a

s
 m

e
a

n
in

g
le

ss
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

e
ve

n
 te

ll w
h

e
re

 th
e

 g
a

p
s
 in

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

ry
 w

e
re

. U
n

til a
 q

u
e

s
tio

n
 w

a
s
 

p
u

t to
 h

e
r, s

h
e

 d
id

n
’t e

ve
n

 re
a

lis
e

 w
h

a
t w

a
s
 m

is
s
in

g
. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 trie

d
 s

o
rtin

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
 m

a
g

ic
a

lly, it 

w
a

s
 lik

e
 
c
ra

w
lin

g
 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
ta

r. 
E

xh
a

u
s
tin

g
. 

A
lm

o
s
t 

fu
tile

. If s
h

e
 

p
o

u
re

d
 m

o
re

 th
a

n
 th

e
 b

a
re

s
t s

tra
n

d
 o

f m
a

g
ic

 in
to

 a
tte

m
p

tin
g

 it, 

th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s a
c
tiva

te
d

 a
n

d
 s

u
c
k

e
d

 e
ve

ryth
in

g
 a

w
a

y. 

T
h

e
 c

le
a

re
s
t s

e
n

s
e

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 o
f w

h
e

re
 th

e
 lo

s
t m

e
m

o
rie

s
 w

e
re

 

lo
c
a

te
d

 w
a

s
 fro

m
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt, S

n
a

p
e

, a
n

d
 M

a
lfo

y’s
 va

rio
u

s
 e

ffo
rts

 

to
 b

re
a

k
 in

to
 th

e
m

. 

T
h

e
 

p
a

in
, 

s
h

o
c
k

, 
a

n
d

 
tra

u
m

a
 

h
a

d
 

b
lu

rre
d

 
th

e
 

d
e

ta
ils

. 
It 

s
e

e
m

e
d

 
a

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 

th
e

re
 

w
e

re
 

fe
w

 
lo

s
t 

m
e

m
o

rie
s 

s
c
a

tte
re

d
 

th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e
 w

a
r b

u
t th

e
 m

a
jo

rity w
e

re
 c

o
n

c
e

n
tra

te
d

 in
 th

e
 la

s
t 

ye
a

r, rig
h

t u
p

 to
 h

e
r im

p
ris

o
n

m
e

n
t. 

T
h

e
 g

a
p

s
 in

 h
e

r k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

 to
re

 a
t s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 in
s
id

e
 H

e
rm

i-

o
n

e
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 d

e
s
p

e
ra

te
 to

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

a
t w

a
s
 m

is
s
in

g
 b

u
t te

rrifie
d

 o
f 

re
c
o

ve
rin

g
 th

e
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
. It m

a
d

e
 h

e
r fe

e
l a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 w

e
re

 

w
a

lk
in

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 a
 m

in
e

fie
ld

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 id
e

a
 w

h
a

t th
e

 m
is

s
te

p
s
 

m
ig

h
t b

e
. 

T
ryin

g
 to

 a
c
c
e

p
t th

e
 lo

s
s
 o

f in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

—
o

f u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

in
g

—

w
a

s
 lik

e
 a

 s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 o
f b

itte
r p

o
is

o
n

 in
s
id

e
 h

e
r. 

W
h

y h
a

d
 th

e
y lo

s
t th

e
 w

a
r?

 

C
o

u
ld

n
’t s

h
e

 a
t le

a
s
t re

m
e

m
b

e
r th

a
t?

 

It w
a

s
 a

s
 
th

o
u

g
h

 
s
h

e
 a

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y
 w

e
re

 p
la

yin
g

 a
 g

a
m

e
 o

f 

c
h

e
s
s
, b

u
t o

n
ly h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

 th
e

 b
o

a
rd

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

e
sp

e
ra

te
 fo

r a
n

y s
c
ra

p
 o

f k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

. 

A
s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 k
n

e
w

 s
o

 w
o

u
ld

 h
e

r e
n

e
m

ie
s
. H

e
r ig

n
o

ra
n

c
e

 

w
a

s
 s

im
u

lta
n

e
o

u
s
ly a

 s
h

ie
ld

 a
n

d
 a

 w
e

a
p

o
n

. It w
a

s
 b

u
yin

g
 h

e
r tim

e
 

to
 e

sc
a

p
e

, b
u

t it m
ig

h
t c

o
m

e
 d

o
w

n
 u

p
o

n
 h

e
r a

t a
n

y
 m

o
m

e
n

t. 

F
o

r s
o

m
e

 re
a

s
o

n
, s

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

lm
o

s
t c

e
rta

in
 it w

o
u

ld
 b

rin
g

 h
e

r 

e
n

d
 w

ith
 it. 

It fe
lt lik

e
 th

e
 s

w
o

rd
 o

f D
a

m
o

c
le

s
 a

b
o

ve
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
. 
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p
ro

b
a

b
ly fin

d
 th

e
 id

e
a

 in
 h

e
r m

in
d

 lo
n

g
 b

e
fo

re
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 a

n
y c

h
a

n
c
e

 

o
f e

n
a

c
tin

g
 it. 

If it w
e

re
 ju

s
t M

a
lfo

y
, w

e
ll, th

a
t w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

 w
o

rry
in

g
 in

d
ic

a
tio

n
 

o
f V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt’s

 c
o

n
fid

e
n

c
e

 in
 M

a
lfo

y
’s

 a
b

ilitie
s
. 

Ju
s
t h

o
w

 d
a

n
g

e
ro

u
s
 w

a
s
 M

a
lfo

y
?

 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
s
te

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 o

n
 h

e
r k

n
e

e
s a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 re

m
e

m
-

b
e

r m
o

re
 c

le
a

rly th
e

 c
irc

u
m

s
ta

n
c
e

s
 o

f D
u

m
b

le
d

o
re

’s
 d

e
a

th
 o

ve
r 

e
ig

h
t ye

a
rs

 b
e

fo
re

. T
h

e
 d

e
ta

ils
 fe

lt—
fo

g
g

y. 

S
h

e
 sc

ru
n

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r e
y
e

s
 s

h
u

t a
n

d
 s

tru
g

g
le

d
 to

 re
c
a

ll it. 

It h
a

d
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 le

s
s
 th

a
n

 a
 m

o
n

th
 in

to
 s

ix
th

 ye
a

r. T
h

e
 w

a
rd

s
 

h
a

d
 g

o
n

e
 o

ff in
 th

e
 h

a
lls

 w
h

e
n

 a
 K

illin
g

 C
u

rs
e

 w
a

s
 u

s
e

d
. T

h
e

 c
a

s
tle

 

h
a

d
 

b
e

e
n

 
fille

d
 

w
ith

 
P

e
ru

via
n

 
In

s
ta

n
t 

D
a

rk
n

e
ss

 
P

o
w

d
e

r 
a

n
d

 

s
c
re

a
m

in
g

, s
ta

m
p

e
d

in
g

 s
tu

d
e

n
ts

. W
h

e
n

 th
e

 d
a

rk
n

e
ss

 fin
a

lly fa
d

e
d

, 

th
e

re
 w

e
re

 d
o

ze
n

s
 o

f in
ju

re
d

, p
a

n
ic

k
e

d
 s

tu
d

e
n

ts
 a

n
d

 D
u

m
b

le
d

o
re

’s
 

d
e

a
d

 b
o

d
y. It h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 tra
m

p
le

d
 in

 th
e

 c
h

a
o

s
. 

F
irs

t ye
a

r H
u

ffle
p

u
ff a

n
d

 S
lyth

e
rin

 s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 h
a

d
 ju

s
t re

-e
n

te
re

d
 

th
e

 c
a

s
tle

 fro
m

 a
 H

e
rb

o
lo

g
y
 c

la
s
s
. T

h
e

y w
e

re
 th

e
 o

n
ly o

n
e

s
 w

h
o

 

h
a

d
 s

e
e

n
 a

n
yth

in
g

. T
h

e
 s

ta
te

m
e

n
ts

 w
e

re
 c

o
n

tra
d

ic
to

ry. 

D
u

m
b

le
d

o
re

 h
a

d
 p

a
s
s
e

d
 b

y
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

n
 o

ld
e

r s
tu

d
e

n
t in

 th
e

 

h
a

llw
a

y. M
a

yb
e

 tw
o

. M
a

le
. A

 R
a

ve
n

c
la

w
. A

 S
ly

th
e

rin
. A

 G
ryffin

d
o

r. 

A
 H

u
ffle

p
u

ff. C
o

rm
a

c
 M

c
L
a

g
g

e
n

. A
d

ria
n

 P
u

c
e

y. C
o

lin
 C

re
e

ve
y. E

r-

n
ie

 M
a

c
m

illa
n

. D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y
. Z

a
c
h

a
ria

s
 S

m
ith

. A
n

th
o

n
y G

o
ld

s
te

in
. 

T
h

e
 firs

t y
e

a
rs

 d
id

n
’t re

c
o

g
n

ize
 m

a
n

y 
u

p
p

e
rc

la
s
s
m

e
n

 a
fte

r 

o
n

ly th
re

e
 w

e
e

k
s
 in

to
 th

e
 te

rm
. T

h
e

 g
e

n
e

ra
l c

o
n

s
e

n
s
u

s
 w

a
s
 th

a
t it 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 b
lo

n
d

. 

T
h

e
y h

e
a

rd
 a

 c
u

rs
e

. T
h

e
n

 d
a

rk
n

e
s
s
. A

 fe
w

 s
a

id
 it h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 in

 

re
ve

rs
e

: th
e

 d
a

rk
n

e
s
s
 th

e
n

 th
e

 c
u

rs
e

. E
ve

ryo
n

e
 w

a
s
 s

c
re

a
m

in
g

 a
n

d
 

ru
n

n
in

g
. N

o
 o

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
e

e
 a

n
y
th

in
g

. A
ll th

e
 w

a
rd

s
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 s
h

rie
k

-

in
g

. W
h

e
n

 th
e

 d
a

rk
n

e
s
s
 fa

d
e

d
, th

e
 p

ro
fe

s
s
o

rs
 a

s
s
e

m
b

le
d

 e
ve

ry-

o
n

e
 in

 th
e

 G
re

a
t H

a
ll. T

h
e

 D
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t o

f M
a

g
ic

a
l L

a
w

 E
n

fo
rc

e
m

e
n

t 

a
rrive

d
 to

 in
te

rvie
w

 th
e

 s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 a
n

d
 e

xa
m

in
e

 th
e

 b
o

d
y. 

T
h

e
 a

u
to

p
s
y
 c

o
n

c
lu

d
e

d
 th

e
 c

a
u

s
e

 o
f d

e
a

th
 w

a
s
 a

 K
illin

g
 C

u
rs

e
 

to
 th

e
 b

a
c
k

. N
o

 o
th

e
r re

c
e

n
t m

a
g

ic
 d

e
te

c
te

d
. 

T
h

e
re

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
—

s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t D

u
m

b
le

-

d
o

re
’s

 h
a

n
d

—
 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 trie
d

 d
e

sp
e

ra
te

ly
 to

 re
m

e
m

b
e

r. It fe
lt lik

e
 it h

a
d

 

b
e

e
n

 a
n

 im
p

o
rta

n
t d

e
ta

il. T
h

e
 m

e
m

o
ry

 d
a

n
c
e

d
 o

u
t o

f re
a

c
h

. 

A
ll th

e
 o

ld
e

r s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 n
a

m
e

d
 b

y th
e

 firs
t ye

a
rs

 w
e

re
 in

te
r-

vie
w

e
d

 a
n

d
 c

le
a

re
d

 o
f s

u
s
p

ic
io

n
. A

ll b
u

t D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y. H

e
 w

a
s
 a

b
-

s
e

n
t. T

h
e

 c
a

s
tle

 a
n

d
 g

ro
u

n
d

s
 w

e
re

 s
e

a
rc

h
e

d
. H

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
n

e
. 

A
u

ro
rs

 w
e

re
 d

is
p

a
tc

h
e

d
 to

 M
a

lfo
y M

a
n

o
r a

n
d

 fo
u

n
d

 it im
p

e
n

-

e
tra

b
le

. H
e

 w
a

s
 p

re
s
u

m
e

d
 g

u
ilty. W

h
e

th
e

r h
e

’d
 p

e
rs

o
n

a
lly c

a
s
t th

e
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anacled 

 H
e

 s
m

irk
e

d
 a

n
d

 le
a

n
e

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t a

 b
e

d
p

o
s
t, c

ro
s
s
in

g
 h

is
 a

rm
s 

a
n

d
 c

o
c
k

in
g

 h
is

 h
e

a
d

 to
 th

e
 s

id
e

. 

“Y
o

u
 s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 fo
rg

o
t th

a
t to

o
?
 Is

 th
e

re
 a

n
yth

in
g

 u
s
e

fu
l yo

u
 

re
m

e
m

b
e

r?
 O

r d
o

 yo
u

 ju
s
t h

a
b

itu
a

lly
 fo

rg
e

t e
ve

ryth
in

g
 th

a
t yo

u
 h

a
-

ve
n

’t g
o

tte
n

 fro
m

 a
 te

xtb
o

o
k

?
” H

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
is

 n
a

ils
 fo

r a
 

m
o

m
e

n
t a

n
d

 th
e

n
 b

u
ffe

d
 th

e
m

 a
g

a
in

s
t h

is
 ro

b
e

s
 in

 a
 b

o
re

d
 m

a
n

-

n
e

r. “I s
u

p
p

o
s
e

 th
a

t w
a

s
 a

ll yo
u

 e
ve

r w
e

re
 g

o
o

d
 fo

r. Y
o

u
 d

id
n

’t e
ve

n
 

fig
h

t d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 w
a

r, d
id

 yo
u

?
 I c

e
rta

in
ly

 n
e

ve
r s

a
w

 yo
u

. Y
o

u
 w

e
re

n
’t 

e
ve

r o
u

t th
e

re
 w

ith
 P

o
tte

r a
n

d
 W

e
a

s
le

y. Y
o

u
 ju

s
t h

id
. S

p
e

n
d

in
g

 a
ll 

yo
u

r tim
e

 in
 h

o
s
p

ita
l w

a
rd

s
. W

a
vin

g
 yo

u
r w

a
n

d
 a

b
o

u
t fu

tile
ly, s

a
v-

in
g

 p
e

o
p

le
 w

h
o

 e
n

d
e

d
 u

p
 b

e
in

g
 b

e
tte

r o
ff d

e
a

d
.” 

A
t h

is
 w

o
rd

s
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fe

lt th
e

 b
lo

o
d

 d
ra

in
 fro

m
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 s

o
 

a
b

ru
p

tly 
th

a
t 

th
e

 
ro

o
m

 
s
w

a
m

 
b

e
fo

re
 
h

e
r 

e
ye

s
. S

h
e

 
g

a
s
p

e
d

 
a

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 s

h
e

’d
 b

e
e

n
 s

tru
c
k

 b
y a

 b
lu

d
g

e
r. 

A
ll th

e
 tim

e
s
 s

h
e

’s
 h

e
a

le
d

 R
o

n
, B

ill, C
h

a
rlie

, G
e

o
rg

e
 a

n
d

 F
re

d
, 

T
o

n
k

s
, R

e
m

u
s
, G

in
n

y
, H

a
n

n
a

h
, A

n
g

e
lin

a
, K

a
tie

…
 

S
a

v
e

d
 th

e
m

 fo
r th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 w

a
r. S

a
ve

d
 th

e
m

 to
 b

e
 to

rtu
re

d
 

to
 d

e
a

th
. S

a
v
e

d
 th

e
m

 to
 b

e
 e

n
s
la

v
e

d
 a

n
d

 ra
p

e
d

. 

S
h

e
 c

la
s
p

e
d

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 o

ve
r h

e
r m

o
u

th
 a

n
d

 p
re

s
s
e

d
 h

e
r fin

g
e

rs
 

tig
h

t a
g

a
in

s
t h

e
r lip

s
 u

n
til s

h
e

 fe
lt th

e
 o

u
tlin

e
 o

f h
e

r te
e

th
. H

e
r 

w
h

o
le

 b
o

d
y s

h
o

o
k

 o
n

 th
e

 b
e

d
, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 trie

d
 n

o
t to

 s
o

b
. A

 m
u

ffle
d

 

w
h

im
p

e
r to

re
 its

e
lf th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
ric

k
in

g
 s

e
n

-

s
a

tio
n

 in
 h

e
r e

y
e

s
 th

e
 m

o
m

e
n

t b
e

fo
re

 M
a

lfo
y
’s

 fa
c
e

 b
lu

rre
d

 fro
m

 

th
e

 te
a

rs
. S

h
e

 ro
lle

d
 to

 h
e

r s
id

e
 a

n
d

 c
u

rle
d

 in
to

 a
 b

a
ll. 

“S
in

c
e

 yo
u

’re
 s

o
 c

u
rio

u
s
 to

 k
n

o
w

. T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 p

e
rs

o
n

a
lly re

-

q
u

e
ste

d
 th

a
t I k

ill A
lb

u
s
 D

u
m

b
le

d
o

re
 a

t s
o

m
e

 p
o

in
t d

u
rin

g
 s

ixth
 

ye
a

r. S
o

 o
n

e
 F

rid
a

y
 m

o
rn

in
g

, w
h

e
n

 th
e

 b
u

m
b

lin
g

 id
io

t w
a

lk
e

d
 p

a
s
t 

m
e

 in
 th

e
 h

a
lls

, I c
u

rs
e

d
 h

im
 s

q
u

a
re

ly
 in

 th
e

 b
a

c
k

 w
ith

 a
 K

illin
g

 

C
u

rs
e

. H
e

'd
 s

to
p

p
e

d
 to

 c
h

a
t w

ith
 a

 fe
w

 firs
t ye

a
rs

 a
b

o
u

t s
h

e
rb

e
t 

le
m

o
n

s
 o

r s
o

m
e

 o
th

e
r e

q
u

a
lly a

s
in

in
e

 s
u

b
je

c
t. Q

u
ite

 c
a

re
le

s
s
 to

 

le
a

ve
 h

im
s
e

lf o
p

e
n

 lik
e

 th
a

t. B
u

t th
a

t’s
 G

ryffin
d

o
rs

 fo
r yo

u
. T

h
e

y 

n
e

ve
r e

xp
e

c
t th

a
t s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 m
ig

h
t c

h
o

o
s
e

 to
 s

im
p

ly a
s
s
a

s
s
in

a
te

 

th
e

m
 in

 b
ro

a
d

 d
a

ylig
h

t. I a
m

 fa
irly

 c
e

rta
in

 h
e

 e
ve

n
 k

n
e

w
 I w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 

to
 try to

 k
ill h

im
, b

u
t h

e
 s

till p
u

t h
is

 b
a

c
k

 to
 m

e
. P

e
rh

a
p

s
 h

e
 p

re
-

s
u

m
e

d
 I la

c
k

e
d

 th
e

 n
e

rve
.” H

e
 s

n
o

rte
d

 fa
in

tly
 in

 d
is

d
a

in
 b

e
fo

re
 

s
ig

h
in

g
. “T

h
a

t is
 th

e
 o

n
e

 d
ra

w
b

a
c
k

 o
f u

s
in

g
 th

e
 K

illin
g

 C
u

rs
e

 o
n

 

s
o

m
e

o
n

e
’s b

a
c
k

; th
e

y
 m

is
s
 o

u
t o

n
 th

a
t s

p
lit s

e
c
o

n
d

 o
f re

a
lis

a
tio

n
 

b
e

fo
re

 th
e

y d
ie

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
it h

e
r lip

 a
s
 s

h
e

 lis
te

n
e

d
 to

 M
a

lfo
y’s

 d
ra

w
lin

g
 re

c
i-

ta
tio

n
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 e

xp
e

c
te

d
, if s

h
e

 e
ve

r a
s
k

e
d

 th
e

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
, th

a
t h

e
 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 h
o

rrib
le

 a
n

d
 c

o
n

c
e

ite
d

 a
b

o
u

t it. S
o

m
e

h
o

w
 it s

till s
h

o
c
k

e
d

 

h
e

r to
 h

e
a

r it. 
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 “I s

u
p

p
o

s
e

 yo
u

r m
a

s
te

r w
a

s
 q

u
ite

 p
le

a
s
e

d
 w

ith
 yo

u
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 

w
ith

o
u

t lo
o

k
in

g
 a

t h
im

. 

“H
e

 w
a

s
, e

sp
e

c
ia

lly a
fte

r I p
re

s
e

n
te

d
 h

im
 w

ith
 th

e
 o

ld
 fo

o
l’s 

w
a

n
d

. H
e

 h
a

d
 d

in
n

e
r w

ith
 m

e
 a

n
d

 m
y m

o
th

e
r th

a
t n

ig
h

t, h
e

re
 in

 

th
is

 v
e

ry m
a

n
o

r. I w
a

s
 d

e
c
la

re
d

 a
 p

ro
te

g
e

.” 

H
e

 to
n

e
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 va

g
u

e
ly h

o
llo

w
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 o

ve
r h

e
r 

s
h

o
u

ld
e

r a
t h

im
. H

e
 w

a
s
n

’t lo
o

k
in

g
 a

t h
e

r. H
is

 e
ye

s
 w

e
re

 lo
c
k

e
d

 o
n

 

th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
, a

n
d

 h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

lm
o

s
t w

is
tfu

l a
n

d
 p

e
n

s
ive

. A
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 

h
is

 m
in

d
 h

a
d

 g
o

n
e

 so
m

e
w

h
e

re
 e

ls
e

. 

H
e

 a
b

ru
p

tly ro
u

s
e

d
 h

im
s
e

lf a
n

d
 s

m
ile

d
 th

in
ly d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r. 

“A
n

y fu
rth

e
r d

e
ta

ils
 yo

u
 n

e
e

d
 m

e
 to

 p
ro

vid
e

?
” H

e
 a

rc
h

e
d

 a
n

 

e
ye

b
ro

w
 a

s
 h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 th
e

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
. H

is
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n
 w

a
s
 m

e
c
h

a
n

ic
a

l. 

“N
o

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

 d
ro

p
p

in
g

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 fro

m
 h

is
 fa

c
e

. “th
a

t w
a

s
 a

ll I 

w
a

n
te

d
 to

 k
n

o
w

.” 

“W
e

ll.” H
e

 s
tra

ig
h

te
n

e
d

 h
is

 ro
b

e
s a

n
d

 tu
rn

e
d

 to
 le

a
v
e

, “T
h

e
 

o
u

ts
id

e
 w

o
rld

 b
e

c
k

o
n

s
 m

e
. T

ry n
o

t to
 h

a
ve

 a
 s

e
izu

re
 in

 m
y a

b
s
e

n
c
e

, 

M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
.”  
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anacled 

 S
h

e
 m

a
s
s
a

g
e

d
 h

e
r fre

e
zin

g
 h

a
n

d
s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 h
u

rrie
d

ly m
a

d
e

 h
e

r 

w
a

y
 u

p
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
, s

u
rp

ris
in

g
ly

, n
o

t h
a

vin
g

 a
 p

a
n

ic
 a

tta
c
k

 b
y w

a
n

d
e

rin
g

 

b
a

c
k

 b
y
 h

e
rs

e
lf. P

e
rh

a
p

s
 it w

a
s
 o

n
ly b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
 d

is
tra

c
te

d
 

b
y th

e
 c

o
ld

. S
h

e
 c

ro
s
s
e

d
 h

e
r fin

g
e

rs
 a

n
d

 h
o

p
e

d
. 

T
h

e
 ro

u
te

 b
a

c
k

 to
 h

e
r ro

o
m

s
 w

a
s
 s

im
p

le
. T

h
e

 m
o

m
e

n
t s

h
e

 re
-

tu
rn

e
d

, s
h

e
 ru

s
h

e
d

 in
to

 th
e

 b
a

th
ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 o

n
 th

e
 c

o
ld

 w
a

te
r. 

S
h

e
 le

t it ru
n

 o
ve

r h
e

r n
u

m
b

 h
a

n
d

s
 u

n
til fe

e
lin

g
 g

ra
d

u
a

lly s
e

e
p

e
d

 

b
a

c
k

 in
to

 th
e

m
 a

n
d

 th
e

 w
a

te
r s

to
p

p
e

d
 fe

e
lin

g
 h

o
t. T

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 

o
n

 th
e

 ta
p

s
 o

f th
e

 b
a

th
tu

b
 a

n
d

 d
re

w
 a

 w
a

rm
 b

a
th

. 

S
h

e
 s

a
n

k
 in

to
 th

e
 w

a
te

r w
ith

 a
 s

ig
h

, re
lis

h
in

g
 th

e
 re

lie
f fro

m
 

th
e

 c
o

ld
 a

c
h

e
 th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t h
e

r fre
e

zin
g

 b
o

d
y. S

h
e

 ru
b

b
e

d
 h

e
r fe

e
t 

a
n

d
 a

n
k

le
s
 u

n
til th

e
 la

s
t b

its
 o

f g
rim

e
 d

is
a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 fro
m

 th
e

m
. 

A
fte

r livin
g

 in
 a

 c
e

ll fo
r s

o
 lo

n
g

, s
h

e
 w

a
s
 n

e
ve

r g
o

in
g

 to
 ta

k
e

 

b
e

in
g

 c
le

a
n

 fo
r g

ra
n

te
d

 a
g

a
in

. S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t k
n

o
w

 if s
h

e
’d

 e
ve

r g
e

t 

o
ve

r th
e

 n
e

w
fo

u
n

d
 th

rill o
f s

in
k

in
g

 u
p

 to
 h

e
r n

e
c
k

 in
to

 a
 la

rg
e

 q
u

a
n

-

tity o
f w

a
te

r. It w
a

s
 th

e
 o

n
e

 a
n

d
 o

n
ly h

ig
h

-p
o

in
t o

f h
e

r e
xis

te
n

c
e

 

c
u

rre
n

tly. 

T
h

e
 s

a
m

e
 c

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e
 s

a
id

 fo
r th

e
 fo

o
d

. W
h

ic
h

, a
lth

o
u

g
h

 

c
le

a
rly e

xp
e

n
s
ive

 in
 its

 in
g

re
d

ie
n

ts
, w

a
s
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 to

 b
e

 s
o

le
ly n

u
tri-

tio
n

a
l. S

h
e

 d
id

n
’t k

n
o

w
 m

u
c
h

 a
b

o
u

t p
re

-p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y
 d

ie
ts

, b
u

t s
h

e
 

d
id

n
’t s

e
e

 w
h

y s
h

e
 w

a
s
 o

n
ly

 a
llo

w
e

d
 to

 e
a

t u
n

s
a

u
c
e

d
, u

n
s
a

lte
d

, 

a
n

d
 o

ve
r-c

o
o

k
e

d
 ve

g
e

ta
b

le
s
, ry

e
 b

re
a

d
 w

ith
 u

n
s
a

lte
d

 b
u

tte
r, a

n
d

 

b
o

ile
d

 m
e

a
t a

n
d

 p
o

a
c
h

e
d

 e
g

g
s
 (a

ls
o

 w
ith

o
u

t s
a

lt.) S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 k

ill 

fo
r a

 b
a

g
 o

f c
ris

p
s
. 

A
s
 s

h
e

 s
a

t in
 th

e
 w

a
te

r, s
lo

w
ly w

a
rm

in
g

 u
p

, s
h

e
 c

o
n

s
id

e
re

d
 th

e
 

re
ve

la
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 d
a

y. 

H
e

r “s
u

rro
g

a
c
y” u

n
d

e
r th

e
 c

a
re

fu
l w

a
tc

h
 o

f M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 b

e
in

g
 

u
s
e

d
 a

s
 b

a
it. 

T
h

e
 ta

u
n

tin
g

, lu
rin

g
 la

n
g

u
a

g
e

 o
f th

e
 fro

n
t p

a
g

e
 a

rtic
le

 w
a

s
 e

n
-

ra
g

in
g

. A
 p

re
c
is

e
ly b

a
la

n
c
e

d
 to

n
e

, s
e

e
k

in
g

 to
 s

im
u

lta
n

e
o

u
s
ly d

e
h

u
-

m
a

n
is

e
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 in

 o
rd

e
r to

 p
re

ve
n

t p
ity

 fro
m

 th
e

 g
e

n
e

ra
l p

u
b

lic
 

w
h

ile
 e

n
d

e
a

vo
rin

g
 to

 s
to

k
e

 o
u

tra
g

e
 a

m
o

n
g

 a
n

y s
ym

p
a

th
is

e
rs

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 w

h
a

t s
o

rts
 o

f s
a

fe
ty m

e
a

s
u

re
s
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 

p
u

t in
 p

la
c
e

 to
 c

a
tc

h
 w

o
u

ld
-b

e
 re

sc
u

e
rs

. W
e

re
 th

e
re

 o
th

e
r D

e
a

th
 

E
a

te
rs

 s
ta

tio
n

e
d

 in
 M

a
lfo

y M
a

n
o

r?
 O

r w
a

s
 th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 p
re

-

s
u

m
e

d
 to

 b
e

 c
a

p
a

b
le

 e
n

o
u

g
h

 to
 p

e
rs

o
n

a
lly h

a
n

d
le

 a
ll c

o
m

e
rs

?
 

If it w
e

re
 th

e
 fo

rm
e

r, H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 to
 k

e
e

p
 w

a
tc

h
 a

n
d

 

try
 to

 d
is

c
o

ve
r th

e
m

. T
h

e
y
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

n
 a

d
d

e
d

 c
o

m
p

le
xity fo

r h
e

r 

e
s
c
a

p
e

—
u

n
le

ss
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
o

m
e

h
o

w
 e

vo
k

e
 th

e
ir s

ym
p

a
th

y. O
r p

e
r-

h
a

p
s
 try tric

k
in

g
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
m

 in
to

 k
illin

g
 h

e
r if it c

a
m

e
 d

o
w

n
 to

 it. 

A
 h

ig
h

ly a
m

b
itio

u
s
 a

n
d

 d
u

b
io

u
s
 s

c
h

e
m

e
, g

ive
n

 th
a

t M
a

lfo
y w

o
u

ld
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V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt h
im

s
e

lf, w
h

e
n

 h
e

 k
ille

d
 H

a
rry

, h
a

d
 n

o
t c

a
s
t th

e
 k

illin
g

 

c
u

rs
e

 w
ith

 s
u

c
h

 ra
p

id
ity

 a
n

d
 la

c
k

 o
f e

ffo
rt. 

It w
o

u
ld

n
’t d

o
 to

 a
llo

w
 M

a
lfo

y th
e

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity
 to

 g
a

th
e

r h
is

 

o
w

n
 fo

llo
w

e
rs

, a
c
c
u

m
u

la
te

 p
e

rs
o

n
a

l p
o

w
e

r, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 try to
 o

ve
r-

th
ro

w
 h

is
 M

a
s
te

r. F
o

rc
in

g
 M

a
lfo

y to
 k

e
e

p
 h

im
s
e

lf a
n

o
n

ym
o

u
s
 b

e
-

h
in

d
 h

is
 title

—
o

n
ly

 a
llo

w
in

g
 it to

 b
e

 k
n

o
w

n
 b

y D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
rs

 a
n

d
 

o
th

e
r tru

s
te

d
 s

e
rva

n
ts

—
it w

a
s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly a
 m

e
a

n
s
 o

f c
o

n
tro

llin
g

 M
a

l-

fo
y
. V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

a
s
 k

e
e

p
in

g
 M

a
lfo

y q
u

ite
 c

lo
s
e

. 

P
e

rh
a

p
s
 M

a
lfo

y
 h

a
d

 s
e

c
re

t a
m

b
itio

n
s
 th

a
t V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

o
rrie

d
 

a
b

o
u

t. 

It a
ls

o
 m

a
d

e
 M

a
lfo

y th
e

 p
e

rfe
c
t tra

p
 fo

r R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 fig
h

te
rs

. If 

a
n

yo
n

e
 
trie

d
 
to

 
s
a

v
e

 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
, 

th
e

y 
w

o
u

ld
 
a

s
s
u

m
e

 
th

e
y 

w
e

re
 

s
im

p
ly 

a
tta

c
k

in
g

 
a

 
p

a
m

p
e

re
d

, 
s
e

c
o

n
d

 
g

e
n

e
ra

tio
n

 
D

e
a

th
 
E

a
te

r. 

T
h

e
y’d

 h
a

ve
 n

o
 id

e
a

 th
e

y
 w

e
re

 w
a

lk
in

g
 in

to
 th

e
 g

ra
s
p

 o
f th

e
 H

ig
h

 

R
e

e
ve

, V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt’s
 m

o
s
t in

fa
m

o
u

s
ly

 d
e

a
d

ly
 s

e
rva

n
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
k

im
m

e
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 re

s
t o

f th
e

 p
a

p
e

r. N
o

rth
e

rn
 

E
u

ro
p

e
 w

a
s
 s

till n
o

t u
n

d
e

r D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
r c

o
n

tro
l. V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

a
s
 

m
o

vin
g

 a
g

g
re

s
s
ive

ly
 to

 b
rin

g
 th

e
 S

c
a

n
d

in
a

via
n

 c
o

u
n

trie
s
 to

 h
e

e
l. 

A
p

p
a

re
n

tly th
e

 va
m

p
ire

s
, h

a
g

s
, a

n
d

 o
th

e
r D

a
rk

 c
re

a
tu

re
s
 th

a
t h

a
d

 

b
e

e
n

 b
ro

u
g

h
t to

 B
rita

in
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 w

a
r h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 m
o

ve
d

 u
p

 in
to

 

N
o

rth
e

rn
 E

u
ro

p
e

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 la
s
t s

e
ve

ra
l m

o
n

th
s
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 m

e
n

tio
n

 
o

f th
e

 in
s
u

rre
c
tio

n
 in

 
R

o
m

a
n

ia
. 

N
o

 

m
e

n
tio

n
 o

f a
n

y k
n

o
w

n
 m

e
m

b
e

rs
 o

f th
e

 R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 s
till fig

h
tin

g
. 

P
iu

s
 T

h
ic

k
n

e
s
s
e

 w
a

s
 s

till M
in

is
te

r o
f M

a
g

ic
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 T
ri-

W
iza

rd
 T

o
u

rn
a

m
e

n
t p

la
n

n
e

d
 fo

r th
e

 u
p

c
o

m
in

g
 ye

a
r. S

e
ve

ra
l p

a
g

e
s 

w
e

re
 d

e
vo

te
d

 to
 in

te
rn

a
tio

n
a

l Q
u

id
d

itc
h

 m
a

tc
h

e
s
. A

p
p

a
re

n
tly th

e
 

d
ive

rs
io

n
 o

f s
p

o
rts

 re
ta

in
e

d
 its

 a
p

p
e

a
l e

ve
n

 u
n

d
e

r d
ys

to
p

ia
n

 re
-

g
im

e
. T
h

e
 re

s
t o

f th
e

 p
a

p
e

r w
a

s
 c

o
m

p
o

s
e

d
 o

f so
c
ie

ty p
a

g
e

s
. 

A
s
to

ria
 M

a
lfo

y
 w

a
s
 q

u
ite

 th
e

 s
o

c
ia

lite
. S

h
e

 a
tte

n
d

e
d

 e
ve

ry 

e
ve

n
t, b

o
u

g
h

t ta
b

le
s a

t c
h

a
ritie

s
, a

n
d

 d
o

n
a

te
d

 la
vis

h
ly to

 p
o

s
t-w

a
r 

m
e

m
o

ria
ls

. M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 la

rg
e

ly
 a

b
s
e

n
t fro

m
 th

e
 s

o
c
ie

ty
 p

a
g

e
s
, o

n
ly

 

o
c
c
a

s
io

n
a

lly jo
in

in
g

 h
is

 w
ife

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
re

a
d

 
e

ve
ry 

w
o

rd
, 

in
c
lu

d
in

g
 

th
e

 
a

d
ve

rtis
e

m
e

n
ts

. 

L
o

o
k

in
g

 fo
r a

n
y
 h

in
ts

. A
n

y s
u

b
te

xt. A
n

yth
in

g
 th

a
t m

ig
h

t b
e

 u
n

s
p

o
-

k
e

n
 b

u
t im

p
lie

d
. 

If s
u

c
h

 th
in

g
s
 w

e
re

 in
c
lu

d
e

d
 in

 th
e

 n
e

w
s
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
 to

o
 

ig
n

o
ra

n
t o

f c
u

rre
n

t e
ve

n
ts

 to
 d

e
te

c
t th

e
m

. 

F
in

a
lly s

h
e

 re
fo

ld
e

d
 th

e
 n

e
w

s
p

a
p

e
r c

a
re

fu
lly w

ith
 h

e
r s

tiff fin
-

g
e

rs
 a

n
d

 re
tu

rn
e

d
 it to

 th
e

 p
la

c
e

 it h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

b
a

n
d

o
n

e
d

 o
n

 th
e

 

ve
ra

n
d

a
. 

   

a
rry

 P
o

tte
r w

a
s
 s

ittin
g

 o
n

 a
 ro

o
fto

p
, s

m
o

k
in

g
 c

ig
a

re
tte

s
, s

ta
r-

in
g

 o
ff in

to
 th

e
 d

ista
n

c
e

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
la

m
b

e
re

d
 o

u
t o

f a
 w

in
-

d
o

w
 to

 jo
in

 h
im

. 

“W
h

a
t h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 to

 u
s
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
?
” h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 g

o
t 

c
lo

s
e

. 

“A
 w

a
r,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 q

u
ie

tly
, re

a
c
h

in
g
 o

u
t a

n
d

 tu
rn

in
g
 h

is
 fa

c
e

 to
-

w
a

rd
 h

e
r. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 g
a

s
h

 o
n

 h
is

 h
e

a
d

. H
is

 p
a

le
 s

k
in

 w
a

s
 fa

in
tly

 

re
d

 fro
m

 th
e

 b
lo

o
d

 h
e

’d
 w

a
s
h

e
d

 o
ff. H

is
 e

x
p

re
s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 s

a
d

, tire
d

, 

a
n

d
 a

n
g

ry
. 

“W
h

o
 c

h
a

n
g
e

d
?
 W

a
s
 it y

o
u

 o
r m

e
?
” h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 a
s
 s

h
e

 la
c
e

d
 h

e
r 

fin
g

e
rs

 th
ro

u
g

h
 h

is
 h

a
ir a

n
d

 p
u

s
h

e
d

 it a
s
id

e
 s

o
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 c
lo

se
 th

e
 

w
o

u
n

d
. 

“M
e

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

, a
v
o

id
in

g
 h

is
 g

a
ze

. 

“W
h

y
?
 D

o
 y

o
u

 th
in

k
 I w

o
n

’t b
e

 a
b

le
 to

 d
o

 it?
” h

e
 s

a
id

. “A
re

 y
o

u
 

try
in

g
 to

 b
ra

c
e

 y
o

u
rs

e
lf th

a
t I’ll fa

il?
” 

S
h

e
 c

a
s
t a

 d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 c
h

a
rm

 o
n

 h
im

. H
e

 h
a

d
 tw

o
 fra

c
tu

re
d

 rib
s
 

a
n

d
 b

ru
is

in
g

 o
n

 h
is

 a
b

d
o

m
e

n
. S

h
e

 p
u

s
h

e
d

 h
im

 b
a

c
k

 s
o

 h
e

’d
 lie

 

d
o

w
n

 b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 h

e
a

lin
g

 h
im

. 

“I th
in

k
 y

o
u

 c
a

n
 d

o
 it. B

u
t—

th
e

 p
ro

p
h

e
c
y
. It’s

 a
 c

o
in

 to
s
s
. A

fte
r 

D
u

m
b

le
d

o
re

 d
ie

d
—

,” sh
e

 fa
lte

re
d

 s
lig

h
tly

. 

“D
e

a
th

 is
 ju

s
t o

n
e

 c
u

rs
e

 a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 u

s
 a

ll,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

 a
fte

r a
 

m
o

m
e

n
t. “I c

a
n

’t ju
s
t s

it b
a

c
k

 a
n

d
 w

a
tc

h
, w

a
itin

g
 fo

r fifty
-fifty

 o
d

d
s
 

to
 la

n
d

 a
n

d
 a

s
s
u

m
e

 I k
n

o
w

 th
e

 o
u

tc
o

m
e

. N
o

t w
h

e
n

 th
e

re
 a

re
 s

o
 

m
a

n
y
 p

e
o

p
le

 d
e

p
e

n
d

in
g

 o
n

 u
s
. W

h
a

t y
o

u
 h

a
v
e

, th
e

 w
a

y
 y

o
u

 lo
v
e

 

p
e

o
p

le
, 

it’s
 
p

u
re

, 
it’s

 
p

o
w

e
rfu

l. 
B

u
t—

h
o

w
 
m

a
n

y
 
tim

e
s
 
h

a
v
e

 
y
o

u
 

k
ille

d
 T

o
m

 n
o

w
?
 A

s
 a

 b
a

b
y
, b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 o
f y

o
u

r m
o

th
e

r. In
 firs

t a
n

d
 

s
e

c
o

n
d

 y
e

a
r. B

u
t h

e
’s s

till h
e

re
. H

e
’s

 s
till fig

h
tin

g
 y

o
u

. I d
o

n
’t w

a
n

t 

to
 a

s
s
u

m
e

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 is
 e

n
o

u
g
h

.” 

H
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 “Y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t th

in
k

 G
o

o
d

 c
a

n
 ju

s
t w

in
,” H

a
rry

 s
a

id
. T

h
e

 re
p

ro
a

c
h

 

in
 h

is
 v

o
ic

e
 w

a
s
 h

e
a

vy
. 

“E
v
e

ry
o

n
e

 w
h

o
 w

in
s
 s

a
y
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 g
o

o
d

, b
u

t th
e

y
’re

 th
e

 o
n

e
s
 

w
h

o
 w

rite
 th

e
 h

is
to

ry
. I h

a
v
e

n
’t s

e
e

n
 a

n
y
th

in
g

 in
d

ic
a

tin
g

 th
a

t it w
a

s
 

a
c
tu

a
lly

 m
o

ra
l s

u
p

e
rio

rity
 th

a
t m

a
d

e
 a

 d
iffe

re
n

c
e

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

 a
s
 s

h
e

 

m
u

rm
u

re
d

 th
e

 s
p

e
lls

 to
 re

p
a

ir th
e

 fra
c
tu

re
s
. 

“Y
o

u
’re

 ta
lk

in
g
 a

b
o

u
t M

u
g

g
le

 h
is

to
ry

 th
o

u
g

h
. M

a
g

ic
 is

 d
iffe

r-

e
n

t. T
h

e
 m

a
g

ic
a

l w
o

rld
 is

 d
iffe

re
n

t,” H
a

rry
 s

a
id

, re
a

c
h

in
g

 to
w

a
rd

 

h
e

r w
a

n
d

 h
a

n
d

 ju
s
t a

s
 s

h
e

 m
o

v
e

d
 it to

 h
e

a
l th

e
 n

e
x
t rib

. H
e

 c
lo

s
e

d
 

h
is

 fin
g

e
rs

 in
to

 a
 fis

t a
n

d
 le

t it d
ro

p
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

o
o

k
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 m

in
u

te
ly

 a
n

d
 H

a
rry

’s
 e

x
p

re
s
s
io

n
 

g
re

w
 b

itte
r. H

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 a
t th

e
 s

k
y
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

a
s
t a

 b
a

rrie
r c

h
a

rm
 

o
v
e

r 
h

e
r 

h
a

n
d

 
a

n
d

 
th

e
n

 
b

e
g

a
n

 
s
p

re
a

d
in

g
 

a
 
b

ru
is

e
 
p

a
s
te

 
o

v
e

r 

H
a

rry
’s

 s
to

m
a

c
h

 a
n

d
 rib

s
 in

 s
m

a
ll c

irc
u

la
r m

o
tio

n
s
. 

“Y
o

u
 u

s
e

d
 to

 b
e

 d
iffe

re
n

t,” H
a

rry
 s

a
id

, “Y
o

u
 u

s
e

d
 to

 b
e

 m
o

re
 

rig
h

te
o

u
s
 a

b
o

u
t th

in
g

s
 th

a
n

 m
e

. W
h

a
t h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 to

 S
.P

.E
.W

.?
 T

h
a

t 

g
irl w

o
u

ld
 n

e
v
e

r h
a

v
e

 s
a

id
 D

a
rk

 m
a

g
ic

 w
a

s
 w

o
rth

 th
e

 c
o

s
t. W

h
a

t 

h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

?
” 

“T
h

a
t g

irl d
ie

d
 in

 a
 h

o
s
p

ita
l w

a
rd

 try
in

g
 to

 s
a

v
e

 C
o

lin
 C

re
e

v
e

y
.” 

“I 
w

a
s
 
th

e
re

 
w

h
e

n
 
C

o
lin

 
d

ie
d

 
to

o
, 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 
A

n
d

 
I 

d
id

n
’t 

c
h

a
n

g
e

.” 

“I w
a

s
 a

lw
a

y
s
 w

illin
g

 to
 d

o
 w

h
a

te
v
e

r it to
o

k
, H

a
rry

. A
ll th

o
s
e

 

a
d

ve
n

tu
re

s
 o

f o
u

rs
 in

 s
c
h

o
o

l. O
n

c
e

 I w
a

s
 in

, I w
a

s
 in

. M
a

y
b

e
 y

o
u

 

ju
s
t n

e
ve

r n
o

tic
e

d
 h

o
w

 fa
r I w

a
s
 w

illin
g
 to

 g
o

 fo
r y

o
u

.” 

  

 

W
h

e
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

k
e

, s
h

e
 re

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 th

e
 d

re
a

m
. 

S
h

e
 re

p
la

ye
d

 it a
g

a
in

 a
n

d
 a

g
a

in
. It w

a
s
 a

 m
e

m
o

ry. W
h

ic
h

 

frig
h

te
n

e
d

 h
e

r s
o

m
e

w
h

a
t, b

u
t th

e
re

 d
id

n
’t s

e
e

m
 to

 b
e

 a
n

yth
in

g
 in

 

it th
a

t a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly c
o

n
s
e

q
u

e
n

tia
l. S

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 p

la
c
e

 th
e

 

ye
a

r it h
a

d
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
. 

H
a

rry w
a

s
 s

m
o

k
in

g
. A

 h
a

b
it h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 th

re
e

 y
e

a
rs

 in
to

 th
e

 

w
a

r. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

n
’t re

c
o

g
n

is
e

 th
e

 ro
o

fto
p

, b
u

t th
a

t d
id

n
’t m

e
a

n
 

a
n

yth
in

g
. T

h
e

re
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 d
o

ze
n

s o
f s

a
fe

 h
o

u
s
e

s
 th

a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 

ra
re

ly vis
ite

d
. 

H
a

vin
g

 a
 n

e
w

 m
e

m
o

ry o
f H

a
rry

, e
ve

n
 o

n
e

 th
a

t w
a

s
n

’t p
a

rtic
u

-

la
rly h

a
p

p
y, fe

lt lik
e

 a
n

 u
n

e
xp

e
c
te

d
 g

ift. S
h

e
 m

is
s
e

d
 h

im
 s

o
 b

itte
rly 

it w
a

s
 h

a
rd

 to
 b

re
a

th
e

 s
o

m
e

tim
e

s
. 

S
h

e
 la

y in
 b

e
d

 a
n

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 it o

ve
r a

n
d

 o
ve

r in
 h

e
r m

in
d

. T
a

k
in

g
 

n
o

te
 o

f e
ve

ry d
e

ta
il. T

h
e

 lig
h

t in
 h

is
 e

y
e

s
. T

h
e

 n
e

rvo
u

s
, in

te
n

s
e

 w
a

y 

h
e

’d
 ta

k
e

 a
 d

ra
g

 fro
m

 h
is

 c
ig

a
re

tte
s
 a

n
d

 e
x
h

a
le

 s
h

a
rp

ly. T
h

e
 e

x-

h
a

u
s
tio

n
 in

 h
is

 fa
c
e

. T
h

e
 w

a
y
 h

is
 h

a
ir s

to
o

d
 o

n
 e

n
d

. 
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U

n
fo

rtu
n

a
te

ly
 y

o
u

n
g

 L
o

rd
 M

a
lfo

y
 c

a
n

n
o

t b
e

c
o

m
e

 to
o

 a
t-

ta
c
h

e
d

 to
 th

e
 tra

ito
r w

a
rm

in
g

 h
is

 b
e

d
. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 h
a

s
 p

ro
-

d
u

c
e

d
 th

re
e

 M
a

lfo
y
 h

e
irs

, H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 c
o

n
firm

s
 th

a
t s

u
r-

ro
g

a
te

 G
ra

n
g

e
r w

ill b
e

 tra
n

s
fe

rre
d

 o
n

 to
 a

n
o

th
e

r p
u

re
b

lo
o

d
 

w
iza

rd
in

g
 fa

m
ily

 in
 o

rd
e

r to
 fu

rth
e

r a
id

 in
 d

iv
e

rs
ify

in
g

 B
rit-

a
in

’s
 m

a
g

ic
a

l b
lo

o
d

. 

If th
e

 re
s
u

lts
 fro

m
 th

e
 d

iv
e

rs
ific

a
tio

n
 e

ffo
rts

 a
re

 a
s
 s

u
c
c
e

s
s
-

fu
l a

s
 a

n
tic

ip
a

te
d

 H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 h
o

p
e

s
 th

a
t s

u
c
h

 e
ffo

rts
 w

ill 

b
e

g
in

 b
e

in
g
 ro

lle
d

 o
u

t a
c
ro

s
s
 w

iza
rd

in
g

 E
u

ro
p

e
 w

ith
in

 a
 

y
e

a
r…

” 

 

o
, M

a
lfo

y w
a

s
 th

e
 o

n
e

 w
h

o
 h

a
d

 k
ille

d
 D

u
m

b
le

d
o

re
. A

n
o

th
e

r 

n
a

m
e

 o
n

 th
e

 lis
t o

f th
o

s
e

 m
u

rd
e

re
d

 b
y th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

. 

L
u

c
iu

s
 w

a
s
 s

till a
live

 s
o

m
e

w
h

e
re

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 m

e
n

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 o

th
e

r w
o

m
e

n
 in

 th
e

 b
re

e
d

in
g

 p
ro

-

g
ra

m
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 e
ye

s
 ra

c
e

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 o

th
e

r c
o

lu
m

n
s
, g

a
th

e
rin

g
 

u
p

 e
ve

ry s
c
ra

p
 o

f in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt c

o
lu

m
n

 lis
te

d
 e

xe
c
u

tio
n

s
 w

ith
in

 B
rita

in
 th

a
t h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 

p
e

rfo
rm

e
d

 
b

y 
th

e
 

H
ig

h
 

R
e

e
ve

. 
T
h

e
re

 
w

a
s
 

a
 

p
ic

tu
re

. 
S

e
ve

ra
l 

w
re

tc
h

e
d

-lo
o

k
in

g
 m

e
n

 a
n

d
 w

o
m

e
n

 o
n

 th
e

ir k
n

e
e

s
 u

p
o

n
 a

 p
la

tfo
rm

. 

B
e

h
in

d
 th

e
m

, in
 b

la
c
k

 ro
b

e
s
 a

n
d

 a
n

 o
rn

a
te

 m
a

s
k

, s
to

o
d

 th
e

 H
ig

h
 

R
e

e
ve

. In
 th

e
 p

ic
tu

re
, h

e
 d

re
w

 h
is

 w
a

n
d

 a
n

d
, w

ith
 a

 c
a

s
u

a
l flic

k
, 

k
ille

d
 th

e
 firs

t p
e

rs
o

n
. H

e
 b

a
re

ly s
p

a
re

d
 th

e
 fa

llin
g

 b
o

d
y a

 g
la

n
c
e

 

b
e

fo
re

 c
a

s
tin

g
 a

 s
e

c
o

n
d

 c
u

rs
e

 o
n

 th
e

 n
e

xt p
e

rs
o

n
. T

h
e

 p
ic

tu
re

’s
 

lo
o

p
 w

a
s
 o

n
ly

 a
 fe

w
 s

e
c
o

n
d

s
 lo

n
g

, b
u

t M
a

lfo
y k

ille
d

 th
re

e
 p

e
o

p
le

 

o
n

 th
e

 p
la

tfo
rm

 b
e

fo
re

 it b
e

g
a

n
 a

g
a

in
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

. T
a

k
in

g
 in

 e
ve

ry
 d

e
ta

il. 

K
n

o
w

in
g

 th
a

t it w
a

s
 M

a
lfo

y
 m

a
d

e
 it o

b
vio

u
s
 th

a
t it w

a
s
 M

a
lfo

y. 

T
h

e
 
c
a

s
u

a
lly

 
e

le
g

a
n

t p
o

s
tu

re
. 

T
h

e
 
in

d
o

le
n

t 
c
a

s
tin

g
. 

T
h

e
 d

e
a

d
ly 

c
o

ld
n

e
s
s
 th

a
t s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 ra
d

ia
te

 fro
m

 h
im

. 

H
o

w
e

ve
r, n

e
ith

e
r th

e
 a

rtic
le

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 re
p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

 e
ffo

rts
 n

o
r 

th
e

 c
o

lu
m

n
 re

g
a

rd
in

g
 th

e
 e

xe
c
u

tio
n

s
 m

a
d

e
 a

n
y re

fe
re

n
c
e

 to
 th

e
 

fa
c
t th

a
t M

a
lfo

y w
a

s
 th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

. A
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

 title
 a

n
d

 its
 

b
e

a
re

r w
e

re
 s

e
p

a
ra

te
. 

T
h

e
 a

n
o

n
ym

ity w
a

s
 s

u
rp

ris
in

g
. T

h
e

 n
e

w
sp

a
p

e
r d

id
n

’t e
ve

n
 o

f-

fe
r a

n
y s

p
e

c
u

la
tio

n
 re

g
a

rd
in

g
 th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

’s
 id

e
n

tity. A
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 

it w
e

re
n

’t p
e

rm
itte

d
 to

 p
rin

t s
u

c
h

 a
 th

in
g

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 m
u

lle
d

 o
ve

r th
a

t d
e

ta
il. 

T
h

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 w
a

s
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt’s

 rig
h

t h
a

n
d

, o
s
te

n
s
ib

ly h
is

 

re
p

re
s
e

n
ta

tive
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 if th
e

 a
n

o
n

y
m

ity w
a

s
 in

 V
o

ld
e

-

m
o

rt’s
 
in

te
re

s
t 

o
r 

M
a

lfo
y
’s

. 
S

h
e

 
s
u

s
p

e
c
te

d
 
it 

w
a

s
 
lik

e
ly 

V
o

ld
e

-

m
o

rt’s
. T

h
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

 h
a

d
 a

n
 e

xc
e

p
tio

n
a

lly
 p

o
w

e
rfu

l p
u

p
p

e
t. E

ve
n

 

S 



   R
e

p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
 E

ffo
rts

 U
n

d
e

rw
a

y
! 

“P
o

tte
r’s

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 is

 a
m

o
n

g
 th

e
 firs

t s
u

rro
g

a
te

s
 c

h
o

s
e

n
 b

y
 

th
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

 to
 in

c
re

a
s
e

 th
e

 m
a

g
ic

a
l p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
a

d
 o

n
. 

T
h

e
 firs

t p
h

a
s
e

 o
f th

e
 B

ritis
h

 re
p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

 e
ffo

rts
 h

a
v
e

 n
o

w
 

b
e

g
u

n
. E

lig
ib

le
 h

a
lf-b

lo
o

d
 a

n
d

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 s

u
rro

g
a

te
s
 h

a
v
e

 

b
e

e
n

 a
s
s
ig

n
e

d
 to

 m
a

n
y
 o

f B
rita

in
’s

 m
o

s
t e

m
in

e
n

t w
iza

rd
in

g
 

fa
m

ilie
s
 in

 th
e

 h
o

p
e

 o
f im

p
ro

vin
g

 th
e

 W
iza

rd
in

g
 p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

. 

T
h

e
 a

s
s
ig

n
m

e
n

ts
 h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

 p
e

rs
o

n
a

lly
 a

p
p

ro
ve

d
 b

y
 th

e
 

D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

 h
im

s
e

lf in
 c

o
n

s
u

lta
tio

n
 w

ith
 H

e
a

le
r L

y
d

ia
 S

tro
u

d
, 

w
h

o
 h

a
s
 s

p
e

n
t h

e
r c

a
re

e
r s

p
e

c
ia

lis
in

g
 in

 m
a

g
ic

a
l g

e
n

e
tic

s
 

a
n

d
 w

iza
rd

in
g

 fe
rtility

. 

M
o

s
t n

o
ta

b
le

 a
m

o
n

g
 th

e
 s

u
rro

g
a

te
s
 is

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 

G
ra

n
g

e
r, la

s
t s

u
rviv

in
g
 m

e
m

b
e

r o
f th

e
 te

rro
ris

t c
e

ll k
n

o
w

n
 

a
s
 T

h
e

 O
rd

e
r o

f th
e

 P
h

o
e

n
ix

. T
h

e
 w

itc
h

 h
a

s
 h

a
d

 a
 re

p
u

ta
tio

n
 

fro
m

 a
 y

o
u

n
g

 a
g

e
 fo

r h
e

r ro
m

a
n

tic
 a

s
s
o

c
ia

tio
n

s
 w

ith
 fa

-

m
o

u
s
 w

iza
rd

s
. T

h
is

 w
a

s
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 n

o
ta

b
le

 in
 1

9
9

4
 w

ith
 

n
o

t o
n

e
 b

u
t tw

o
 T

ri-W
iza

rd
 c

o
m

p
e

tito
rs

, H
a

rry
 P

o
tte

r a
n

d
 

V
ik

to
r K

ru
m

. N
o

w
 s

h
e

 m
a

y
 h

a
v
e

 fo
u

n
d

 h
e

r w
a

y
 in

to
 th

e
 b

e
d

 

o
f h

e
r m

o
s
t p

o
w

e
rfu

l w
iza

rd
 y

e
t. 

D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y
, m

o
s
t re

n
o

w
n

e
d

 fo
r h

is
 a

s
s
a

s
s
in

a
tio

n
 o

f W
a

r-

lo
c
k

 A
lb

u
s
 D

u
m

b
le

d
o

re
 a

t th
e

 te
n

d
e

r a
g

e
 o

f s
ix

te
e

n
, h

a
s
 

lo
n

g
 b

e
e

n
 a

n
 e

s
te

e
m

e
d

 D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
r. T

h
e

 P
ro

p
h

e
t h

a
s
 c

o
n

-

firm
e

d
 w

ith
 s

e
v
e

ra
l s

o
u

rc
e

s
 th

a
t s

u
rro

g
a

te
 G

ra
n

g
e

r w
a

s
 d

e
-

liv
e

re
d

 to
 M

a
lfo

y M
a

n
o

r ju
s
t o

v
e

r a
 w

e
e

k
 a

g
o

. S
in

c
e

 L
u

c
iu

s
 

M
a

lfo
y
 a

b
d

ic
a

te
d

 h
is

 title
 o

f L
o

rd
 to

 h
is

 s
o

n
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 th
e

 

d
e

a
th
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f N

a
rc

is
s
a

 M
a

lfo
y
 in

 2
0

0
1

, th
e

 fa
m

ily
 lin

e
 h

a
s
 b

e
e

n
 

w
ith

o
u

t a
 s

u
c
c
e

e
d

in
g

 h
e

ir. 
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 S
h

e
 w

is
h

e
d

 s
h

e
’d

 h
u

g
g

e
d

 h
im

. O
r ta

k
e

n
 h

is
 h

a
n

d
. O

r m
e

t h
is

 

e
ye

s
 a

n
d

 to
ld

 h
im

 h
o

w
 im

p
o

rta
n

t h
e

 w
a

s
 to

 h
e

r. 

T
o

ld
 h

im
 h

o
w

 m
u

c
h

 s
h

e
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 h

im
. T

h
a

t h
e

 w
a

s
 h

e
r b

e
s
t 

frie
n

d
. T

h
a

t s
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 fo

llo
w

 h
im

 to
 th

e
 e

n
d

s
 o

f th
e

 e
a

rth
. T

h
a

t s
h

e
 

w
o

u
ld

 n
e

ve
r, e

ve
r re

c
o

ve
r if s

h
e

 lo
s
t h

im
. 

S
h

e
 w

is
h

e
d

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 g

o
 b

a
c
k

 in
 tim

e
 a

n
d

 fin
d

 a
 w

a
y
 to

 fix 

w
h

a
t h

a
d

 g
o

n
e

 w
ro

n
g

. W
h

a
te

ve
r it w

a
s
. T

h
a

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 g

o
 b

a
c
k

 a
n

d
 

te
ll H

a
rry

 n
o

t to
 g

o
 to

 H
o

g
w

a
rts

 th
e

 d
a

y o
f th

e
 fin

a
l b

a
ttle

. 

G
o

 b
a

c
k

 a
n

d
 w

a
rn

 th
e

 O
rd

e
r o

f w
h

a
t w

o
u

ld
 h

a
p

p
e

n
 if th

e
y lo

s
t. 

T
h

e
ir a

rg
u

m
e

n
t in

 th
e

 m
e

m
o

ry
 w

a
s
 a

 fa
m

ilia
r o

n
e

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

h
a

d
 w

a
n

te
d

 th
e

 O
rd

e
r to

 u
s
e

, w
e

ll, n
o

t n
e

c
e

s
s
a

rily th
e

 D
a

rk
 A

rts
, 

b
u

t m
a

g
ic

 th
a

t w
a

s
 a

m
b

ig
u

o
u

s
ly

 g
re

y. A
s
 th

e
 w

a
r k

e
p

t d
ra

g
g

in
g

 

o
n

, s
h

e
’d

 g
o

tte
n

 p
u

s
h

ie
r a

b
o

u
t it a

n
d

 it h
a

d
 s

tra
in

e
d

 h
e

r re
la

tio
n

-

s
h

ip
s
 w

ith
 m

o
re

 p
e

o
p

le
 th

a
n

 ju
s
t H

a
rry

. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 n

o
t to

 d
w

e
ll o

n
 th

e
 q

u
e

stio
n

 o
f w

h
e

th
e

r th
e

y c
o

u
ld

 

h
a

ve
 w

o
n

 th
e

 w
a

r if th
e

 R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 w

illin
g

 to
 u

s
e

 D
a

rk
 

M
a

g
ic

. 

T
h

e
 w

a
r w

a
s
 o

ve
r a

n
d

 lo
s
t. 

S
h

e
 p

re
ss

e
d

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r e

ye
s
 a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 fo

rc
e

 th
e

 

q
u

e
stio

n
 a

w
a

y
. W

h
a

te
ve

r th
e

 a
n

s
w

e
r w

a
s
, it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

s
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a
in

fu
l to

 

re
a

c
h

 a
s
 it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 fu

tile
. 

O
h

 H
a

rry…
 

H
a

d
 s

h
e

 to
ld

 h
im

 s
h

e
 lo

ve
d

 h
im

 th
e

 d
a

y
 h

e
 d

ie
d

?
 H

a
d

 s
h

e
 e

ve
n

 

s
p

o
k

e
n

 to
 h

im
?
 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
u

rle
d

 u
p

 in
 h

e
r b

e
d

 a
n

d
 w

ra
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r a

rm
s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 

h
e

rs
e

lf in
 a

 m
im

ic
ry

 o
f a

 h
u

g
. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

’d
 b

e
e

n
 in

 th
e

 c
e

ll, s
h

e
’d

 

w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 if it w

a
s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
 to

 d
ie

 fro
m

 th
e

 d
e

va
s
ta

tin
g

 lo
n

e
lin

e
ss

 

s
h

e
 fe

lt. 

S
h

e
’d

 fe
lt lik

e
 h

e
r h

e
a

rt h
a

d
 b

ro
k

e
n

. 

It s
till fe

lt lik
e

 th
a

t. 

A
fte

r a
 fe

w
 m

in
u

te
s
, s

h
e

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 g

e
t u

p
. L

yin
g

 in
 b

e
d

 

m
o

p
in

g
 w

a
s
n

’t g
o

in
g

 to
 a

c
c
o

m
p

lis
h

 a
n

yth
in

g
. 

S
h

e
 p

a
u

s
e

d
 a

t th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
. It h

a
d

 s
n

o
w

e
d

. T
h

e
 w

h
o

le
 w

o
rld

 

o
u

ts
id

e
 w

a
s
 b

la
n

k
e

te
d

. T
h

e
 vis

u
a

l re
lie

f fro
m

 a
ll th

e
 d

re
a

ry g
re

y 

w
a

s
 a

lm
o

s
t h

e
a

rte
n

in
g

. 

A
lo

n
g

 w
ith

 th
e

 b
re

a
k

fa
s
t th

a
t m

o
rn

in
g

, th
e

re
 a

rrive
d

 a
 via

l o
f—

s
o

m
e

th
in

g
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 d

id
 n

o
t re

c
o

g
n

is
e

 th
e

 p
o

tio
n

. S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t 

it a
n

d
 s

n
iffe

d
 it b

u
t w

a
s
n

’t s
u

re
 w

h
a

t it w
a

s
. S

h
e

 s
e

t it a
s
id

e
. S

h
e

 

h
a

d
n

’t b
e

e
n

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
e

d
 to

 ta
k

e
 it, a

n
d

 u
n

til s
h

e
 w

a
s
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

, 

s
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 in
te

n
tio

n
 o

f im
b

ib
in

g
 a

n
y u

n
fa

m
ilia

r p
o

tio
n

s
. 

S
h

e
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r w

a
y
 to

 th
e

 s
ta

irs
 a

n
d

 s
to

o
d

, s
ta

rin
g

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

m
. 

It w
a

s
 tim

e
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 d
e

s
c
e

n
d

 th
e

 s
ta

irs
 b

y h
e

rs
e

lf. T
h

e
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w
h

ip
la

s
h

 o
f d

e
sp

a
ir s

h
e

’d
 b

e
e

n
 u

n
a

b
le

 to
 e

xp
e

rie
n

c
e

 th
e

 d
a

y
 b

e
-

fo
re

. S
h

e
 fo

u
g

h
t to

 b
re

a
th

e
. 

T
h

e
 
tw

e
lve

 
h

o
u

r 
re

sp
ite

 m
a

d
e

 
a

ll 
h

e
r 

e
m

o
tio

n
a

l 
p

a
in

 
h

u
rt 

m
o

re
. C

a
st it in

to
 s

ta
rk

 re
lie

f. S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t re

a
lis

e
d

 h
o

w
 d

e
e

p
 th

e
 

c
u

ts
 o

f g
rie

f a
n

d
 lo

n
e

lin
e

s
s
 re

a
c
h

e
d

 in
s
id

e
 o

f h
e

r u
n

til s
h

e
 w

a
s
 

b
rie

fly fre
e

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 p

a
in

 o
f th

e
m

. 

A
s
 th

e
 w

e
ig

h
t o

f it b
o

re
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 h

e
r o

n
c
e

 m
o

re
 s

h
e

 fe
lt a

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 s

h
e

 w
e

re
 b

e
in

g
 g

ro
u

n
d

 to
 d

u
s
t. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 a
lm

o
s
t fe

e
l th

e
 

e
d

g
e

s
 o

f h
e

rs
e

lf c
ru

m
b

lin
g

 a
n

d
 b

re
a

k
in

g
. D

is
s
o

lvin
g

 in
to

 e
th

e
r. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

lm
o

s
t n

o
th

in
g

 le
ft o

f h
e

r b
u

t h
u

rtin
g

. 

H
e

r s
p

in
e

 a
n

d
 th

e
 b

a
c
k

 o
f h

e
r n

e
c
k

 fe
lt o

ve
rh

e
a

te
d

. W
h

ile
 th

e
 

re
s
t o

f h
e

r b
o

d
y w

a
s
 c

la
m

m
y a

n
d

 ic
y
 c

o
ld

. H
e

r s
k

in
 w

a
s
 d

a
m

p
. A

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 s

h
e

’d
 s

w
e

a
te

d
 th

e
 p

o
tio

n
 o

u
t in

 th
e

 n
ig

h
t. 

S
h

e
 ro

lle
d

 fro
m

 th
e

 b
e

d
 a

n
d

 w
a

s
 vio

le
n

tly
 s

ic
k

 u
p

o
n

 th
e

 flo
o

r 

b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 b

o
lt fo

r th
e

 b
a

th
ro

o
m

. 

S
h

e
 s

lu
m

p
e

d
 d

o
w

n
, s

h
ive

rin
g

. H
e

r b
o

d
y fe

lt le
a

d
e

n
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 

b
a

re
ly m

o
ve

 h
e

r a
rm

s
. S

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 a

 s
h

o
w

e
r. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 to

o
 h

o
t a

n
d

 

to
o

 c
o

ld
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 th

irs
ty

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

e
sp

e
ra

te
 fo

r w
a

te
r. 

S
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 a
 h

u
g

. 

A
 fre

sh
 w

a
ve

 o
f lo

n
e

lin
e

ss
 s

tru
c
k

 h
e

r s
o

 a
b

ru
p

tly
 s

h
e

 b
u

rs
t in

to
 

te
a

rs
. 

F
e

e
lin

g
 s

ic
k

 a
n

d
 w

e
a

k
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r fe

e
l lik

e
 a

 c
h

ild
 a

g
a

in
. D

e
s
-

p
e

ra
te

 fo
r h

e
r m

u
m

 to
 fu

s
s
 o

ve
r h

e
r a

n
d

 la
y
 a

 h
a

n
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t h

e
r 

fo
re

h
e

a
d

. F
o

r c
o

m
fo

rt. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
ve

n
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r h

e
r m

u
m

 b
u

t s
h

e
 m

is
s
e

d
 h

e
r 

n
o

n
e

th
e

le
s
s
. S

h
e

 re
c
a

lle
d

 b
e

in
g

 in
 b

e
d

 a
n

d
 h

a
vin

g
 c

o
o

l fin
g

e
rs

 o
n

 

h
e

r fa
c
e

, b
ru

s
h

in
g

 a
w

a
y
 a

 lo
c
k

 o
f h

a
ir a

n
d

 th
e

n
 re

s
tin

g
 o

n
 h

e
r 

c
h

e
e

k
. 

W
h

e
n

 th
e

 w
a

v
e

 o
f n

a
u

s
e

a
 fin

a
lly p

a
s
s
e

d
 s

h
e

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf 

in
to

 th
e

 b
a

th
ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 a

fte
r d

rin
k

in
g

 s
e

ve
ra

l g
la

s
s
e

s
 
o

f w
a

te
r, 

d
ro

p
p

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf in
to

 a
 lu

k
e

w
a

rm
 b

a
th

. 

It w
a

s
 lik

e
 h

a
vin

g
 a

 h
a

n
g

o
ve

r w
h

ile
 s

ic
k

 w
ith

 th
e

 flu
. P

e
rh

a
p

s
 

it w
a

s
 w

h
a

t w
ith

d
ra

w
a

l fe
lt lik

e
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 n
e

ve
r e

xp
e

rie
n

c
e

d
 

a
 d

ru
g

 a
d

d
ic

tio
n

 a
s
 fa

r a
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 re
c
a

ll. 

O
f c

o
u

rs
e

 M
a

lfo
y w

o
u

ld
n

’t w
a

rn
 h

e
r th

a
t s

h
e

’d
 fe

e
l lik

e
 d

e
a

th
 

o
n

c
e

 th
e

 p
o

tio
n

 w
o

re
 o

ff.  S
h

e
 c

u
rs

e
d

 h
im

 s
tro

n
g

ly in
 h

e
r m

in
d

 a
n

d
 

h
o

p
e

d
 h

e
’d

 fe
e

l it. 

S
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 d

ro
w

n
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

W
h

e
n

 
s
h

e
 

w
e

n
t 

b
a

c
k

 
in

to
 

h
e

r 
ro

o
m

 
th

e
 

flo
o

r 
h

a
d

 
b

e
e

n
 

c
le

a
n

e
d

. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt fe
ve

ris
h

 s
till. S

h
e

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 th
e

 b
la

n
k

e
ts

 o
ff h

e
r b

e
d

 

a
n

d
 h

u
d

d
le

d
 u

n
d

e
r th

e
m

, p
re

s
s
in

g
 h

e
r c

h
e

e
k

 to
 th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

. 
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 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
is

h
e

d
 s

h
e

 k
n

e
w

 m
o

re
 a

b
o

u
t m

a
g

ic
a

l p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y
. It 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

 la
rg

e
ly o

ve
rlo

o
k

e
d

 a
s
p

e
c
t o

f h
e

r tra
in

in
g

 a
s
 a

 h
e

a
le

r. 

G
ive

n
 p

a
rc

h
m

e
n

t a
n

d
 a

 q
u

ill s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 w

rite
 a

 th
irty in

c
h

 e
s
s
a

y
 o

n
 

a
n

xie
ty

 p
o

tio
n

s
 a

n
d

 h
o

w
 th

e
y in

te
ra

c
te

d
 w

ith
 h

e
a

lin
g

 m
a

g
ic

 a
n

d
 

d
a

rk
 c

u
rs

e
s
. B

u
t p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y
 w

a
s
 e

xc
lu

d
e

d
 fro

m
 c

a
s
u

a
lty h

e
a

lin
g

. 

A
lm

o
s
t n

o
 o

n
e

 h
a

d
 b

a
b

ie
s
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 w

a
r a

n
d

 if th
e

y d
id

, th
e

y 

s
to

p
p

e
d

 fig
h

tin
g

 a
n

d
 w

e
n

t to
 a

 m
id

w
ife

. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 h
o

w
 th

e
 p

o
tio

n
 w

a
s
 m

a
d

e
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

lm
o

s
t p

o
s
-

itive
 it c

o
n

ta
in

e
d

 b
illy

w
ig

 s
tin

g
 s

lim
e

, va
le

ria
n

 a
n

d
 s

o
p

o
p

h
o

ro
u

s
 

b
e

a
n

. M
a

y
b

e
 s

lo
th

 b
ra

in
 m

u
c
u

s
 to

o
. S

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t b

a
c
k

 o
ve

r th
e

 fla
-

vo
r a

n
d

 tin
g

lin
g

 a
s
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 s

w
a

llo
w

e
d

 it. P
e

rh
a

p
s
 th

a
t w

a
s
 a

 re
a

c
-

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 s

tin
g

 s
lim

e
 c

o
m

b
in

e
d

 w
ith

 s
yru

p
 o

f H
e

lle
b

o
re

. 

It w
a

s
 n

ic
e

 to
 h

a
ve

 s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 n

e
w

 to
 th

in
k

 a
b

o
u

t. H
e

r b
ra

in
 

h
a

d
 fe

lt lik
e

 it h
a

d
 s

c
ra

tc
h

e
d

 its
e

lf ra
w

 e
ve

r s
in

c
e

 th
e

 w
a

r. C
o

m
-

p
le

te
ly s

ta
rve

d
 o

f a
n

yth
in

g
 n

e
w

 to
 tu

rn
 o

ve
r in

 h
e

r m
in

d
. It w

a
s
 fu

ll 

o
f th

e
 p

a
s
t. R

e
vie

w
in

g
 it o

ve
r a

g
a

in
 a

n
d

 a
g

a
in

. W
o

n
d

e
rin

g
 w

h
a

t 

h
a

d
 g

o
n

e
 w

ro
n

g
. 

H
e

r 
p

a
s
t 

w
a

s
 
lik

e
 
a

 
m

ills
to

n
e

. 
A

lw
a

y
s
 
d

ra
g

g
in

g
 
h

e
r 

d
o

w
n

. 

D
ra

g
g

in
g

 h
e

r in
e

xo
ra

b
ly b

a
c
k

 a
s
 s

h
e

 w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 a

g
a

in
 a

n
d

 a
g

a
in

 

w
h

a
t h

a
d

 g
o

n
e

 w
ro

n
g

. 

H
a

d
 s

h
e

 k
n

o
w

n
?

 H
a

d
 s

h
e

 k
n

o
w

n
 w

h
y
 th

e
 O

rd
e

r h
a

d
 lo

s
t th

e
 

w
a

r?
 K

n
o

w
n

 a
n

d
 h

id
d

e
n

 th
a

t in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

?
 C

h
o

s
e

n
 to

 to
rtu

re
 h

e
r-

s
e

lf b
y c

o
n

c
e

a
lin

g
 it?

 

W
h

y?
 A

s
 M

a
lfo

y h
a

d
 s

a
id

, s
h

e
 h

a
d

 lo
s
t th

e
 w

a
r. W

h
a

t w
o

u
ld

 

s
h

e
 b

o
th

e
r p

ro
te

c
tin

g
 e

ve
n

 in
 th

e
 a

fte
rm

a
th

?
 K

n
o

w
in

g
 th

a
t e

ve
ry-

o
n

e
 sh

e
 c

a
re

d
 a

b
o

u
t w

a
s
 a

lre
a

d
y im

p
ris

o
n

e
d

 o
r d

e
a

d
?

 

L
ik

e
 D

u
m

b
le

d
o

re
’s

 d
e

a
th

 th
e

 d
e

ta
ils

 s
u

rro
u

n
d

in
g

 th
e

 e
n

d
 o

f 

th
e

 w
a

r fe
lt fo

g
g

y. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r w
h

y th
e

y h
a

d
 g

o
n

e
 to

 

H
o

g
w

a
rts

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
ve

n
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r g

e
ttin

g
 c

a
p

tu
re

d
. S

h
e

 re
-

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 H

a
rry d

yin
g

. A
n

d
 th

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 in

 a
 c

a
g

e
 w

a
tc

h
in

g
 th

e
 

W
e

a
s
le

ys
 b

e
in

g
 to

rtu
re

d
. 

S
h

e
’d

 a
s
s
u

m
e

d
 s

h
e

’d
 b

la
n

k
e

d
 d

u
e

 to
 s

h
o

c
k

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 e
xp

lo
re

d
 th

e
 e

n
tire

 w
in

g
 o

f th
e

 m
a

n
o

r fro
m

 to
p

 to
 

b
o

tto
m

 
b

e
fo

re
 
n

ig
h

tfa
ll. 

T
h

e
 
a

ttic
s
, 

e
ve

ry 
c
lo

s
e

t, 
a

n
d

 
s
e

rva
n

t’s 

s
ta

irs
 a

n
d

 tu
n

n
e

ls
. S

h
e

 d
id

n
’t c

o
m

b
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 ro
o

m
s
, b

u
t s

h
e

 

h
o

p
e

d
 if s

h
e

 g
re

w
 fa

m
ilia

r w
ith

 th
e

m
 th

a
t s

h
e

’d
 b

e
 a

b
le

 to
 c

o
m

e
 

b
a

c
k

 w
ith

o
u

t p
a

n
ic

k
in

g
 o

r h
a

vin
g

 a
 n

e
rvo

u
s
 b

re
a

k
d

o
w

n
 e

ve
n

 w
ith

-

o
u

t th
e

 p
o

tio
n

. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 h
o

w
 m

a
n

y h
o

u
s
e

 e
lv

e
s
 th

e
 M

a
lfo

ys
 h

a
d

. T
h

e
re

 

w
a

s
n

’t s
o

 m
u

c
h

 a
s
 a

 c
o

b
w

e
b

 in
 th

e
 d

a
rk

e
s
t c

o
rn

e
rs

 o
f th

e
 a

ttic
. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt m

o
rn

in
g

 s
h

e
 w

o
k

e
 a

n
d

 fe
lt lik

e
 a

 b
o

u
ld

e
r h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 

p
la

c
e

d
 o

n
 h

e
r c

h
e

s
t. P

in
n

e
d

 to
 h

e
r b

e
d

 a
n

d
 o

ve
rw

h
e

lm
e

d
 b

y th
e
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o
w

n
e

r to
 d

e
te

c
t w

h
e

n
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 e
n

te
re

d
 o

r trie
d

 to
 ta

m
p

e
r w

ith
 a

n
-

yth
in

g
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 e

x
is

te
d

 in
 M

a
lfo

y’s
 m

in
d

 in
 a

 s
im

ila
r m

a
n

n
e

r. 

If s
h

e
 w

e
re

n
’t e

n
tire

ly e
m

o
tio

n
le

ss
 s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 c

o
ld

 

w
ith

 h
o

rro
r. 

H
e

 n
o

d
d

e
d

. 

“Y
o

u
’re

 P
o

tte
r’s

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
. A

d
d

itio
n

a
l s

e
c
u

rity m
e

a
s
u

re
s w

e
re

 

c
o

n
s
id

e
re

d
 n

e
c
e

ss
a

ry. S
o

, le
t u

s
 e

s
ta

b
lis

h
 n

o
w

 h
o

w
 th

in
g

s
 w

o
rk

: I 

w
ill a

lw
a

ys
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
a

t yo
u

’re
 d

o
in

g
 a

n
d

 I w
ill a

lw
a

y
s
 b

e
 a

b
le

 to
 fin

d
 

yo
u

. U
n

le
s
s
 yo

u
 c

a
n

 g
e

t th
o

s
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 o

ff.” H
e

 e
ye

d
 th

e
m

 a
n

d
 

g
a

v
e

 a
 fa

in
t s

m
ile

. “I w
o

u
ld

 d
e

a
rly lo

ve
 to

 s
e

e
 yo

u
 m

a
n

a
g

e
 s

u
c
h

 a
 

th
in

g
.” 

H
e

 la
u

g
h

e
d

. 

“P
e

rh
a

p
s
 y

o
u

 c
a

n
 s

ta
rt b

y s
e

d
u

c
in

g
 m

e
,” h

e
 a

d
vis

e
d

 d
ro

lly, 

le
a

n
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 in
 h

is
 c

h
a

ir a
n

d
 lo

o
k

in
g

 h
e

r u
p

 a
n

d
 d

o
w

n
. “S

te
a

l m
y 

h
e

a
rt w

ith
 y

o
u

r w
it a

n
d

 c
h

a
rm

s
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 ro
lle

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. 

“R
ig

h
t. M

a
yb

e
 to

m
o

rro
w

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

, h
e

r m
in

d
 a

lre
a

d
y c

h
u

rn
-

in
g

. “W
e

ll, th
is

 h
a

s
 a

ll b
e

e
n

 ve
ry illu

m
in

a
tin

g
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
. “I w

o
n

’t 

d
is

tu
rb

 yo
u

r re
a

d
in

g
 fu

rth
e

r.” 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 o

n
 h

e
r h

e
e

l a
n

d
 s

tro
d

e
 b

a
c
k

 in
to

 th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 

m
a

ze
. 

S
h

e
 

w
o

u
n

d
 

a
n

d
 

tw
is

te
d

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
th

e
 

h
e

d
g

e
-m

a
ze

 
a

s
 

s
h

e
 

th
o

u
g

h
t. H

e
r o

p
tio

n
s
 h

a
d

 n
a

rro
w

e
d

 fu
rth

e
r. M

a
lfo

y c
le

a
rly d

id
 n

o
t 

e
xp

e
c
t h

e
r to

 e
s
c
a

p
e

. H
e

 d
id

 n
o

t e
ve

n
 a

p
p

e
a

r c
o

n
c
e

rn
e

d
 a

b
o

u
t it. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t b
la

m
e

 h
im

. S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t e
xp

e
c
t to

 b
e

 a
b

le
 to

 e
sc

a
p

e
 e

i-

th
e

r. It h
a

d
 a

lre
a

d
y b

e
e

n
 a

 fo
o

l’s
 h

o
p

e
. N

o
w

 it fe
lt lik

e
 to

ta
l id

io
c
y
. 

S
h

e
 sig

h
e

d
 fa

in
tly

 a
n

d
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 h

e
r b

re
a

th
 p

u
ff a

w
a

y
 a

s
 a

 c
lo

u
d

 in
 

th
e

 c
o

ld
 a

ir. 

W
h

e
n

 th
e

 p
o

tio
n

 w
o

re
 o

ff s
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e

 s
e

ve
re

ly
 d

e
-

p
re

s
s
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 e

xp
lo

re
d

 th
e

 e
n

tire
 h

e
d

g
e

 m
a

ze
. H

e
r fe

e
t w

e
re

 n
u

m
b

 w
ith

 

c
o

ld
 a

n
d

 s
o

a
k

e
d

 b
y th

e
 tim

e
 s

h
e

 e
xite

d
 a

g
a

in
. S

h
e

 lim
p

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 to
 

th
e

 ve
ra

n
d

a
. M

a
lfo

y s
a

id
 n

o
th

in
g

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 p

a
s
t h

im
 b

a
c
k

 

in
to

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r a
n

d
 u

p
 to

 h
e

r ro
o

m
 b

y h
e

rs
e

lf. 

E
m

o
tio

n
le

ss
 a

s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
, it w

a
s
 n

ic
e

 to
 fe

e
l m

o
re

 lik
e

 a
 fu

n
c
-

tio
n

in
g

 p
e

rs
o

n
 a

g
a

in
. N

o
 g

rie
f. N

o
 fe

a
r. N

o
 d

e
p

re
s
s
io

n
 o

r d
e

s
p

a
ir. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t h
a

v
e

 to
 w

o
rry

 h
e

r b
o

d
y
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
tra

y
 h

e
r w

ith
 a

 p
a

n
ic

 

a
tta

c
k

. 

T
h

e
 p

o
tio

n
 c

o
u

ld
 e

a
s
ily g

e
t a

d
d

ic
tive

. 

N
o

t th
a

t M
a

lfo
y w

o
u

ld
 a

llo
w

 it. H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 h
a

d
 m

e
n

tio
n

e
d

 

th
a

t p
o

tio
n

s
 fo

r a
n

xie
ty c

o
u

ld
 in

te
rfe

re
 w

ith
 p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y
, s

o
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 

p
ro

b
a

b
ly o

n
ly g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e

 d
o

s
e

d
 w

ith
 it fo

r a
 s

h
o

rt tim
e

. 
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 S
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 w
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 w
h

o
le

 d
a

y
 a

n
d

 a
p

p
a

re
n

tly M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 a
n

tic
i-

p
a

te
d

 it b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 h
e

 d
id

n
’t s

h
o

w
 u

p
 e

xp
e

c
tin

g
 h

e
r to

 g
o

 o
u

ts
id

e
.  

T
h

e
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 a
fte

rn
o

o
n

 h
e

 a
rrive

d
 w

ith
o

u
t a

 w
o

rd
 d

e
s
p

ite
 th

e
 d

a
g

-

g
e

rs
 s

h
e

’d
 g

la
re

d
 a

t h
im

 a
n

d
 le

d
 h

e
r o

u
t to

 th
e

 ve
ra

n
d

a
. S

h
e

 d
is

-

c
o

ve
re

d
 th

a
t th

e
 p

o
tio

n
 h

a
d

 a
c
c
lim

a
tis

e
d

 h
e

r s
o

m
e

w
h

a
t. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 

a
b

le
 to

 m
a

n
a

g
e

 w
a

lk
in

g
 o

ff th
e

 ve
ra

n
d

a
 w

ith
o

u
t h

a
vin

g
 a

 to
ta

l 

p
a

n
ic

 a
tta

c
k

. S
h

e
 s

h
o

o
k

 a
n

d
 h

a
d

 to
 fig

h
t a

g
a

in
s
t h

yp
e

rve
n

tila
tin

g
 

b
u

t h
e

r fe
a

r d
id

n
’t s

w
a

llo
w

 h
e

r. G
e

ttin
g

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 g

ra
v
e

l a
n

d
 in

to
 

th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 w

a
s
 th

e
 h

a
rd

e
st. B

u
t o

n
c
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

m
o

n
g

 th
e

 to
w

e
rin

g
 

ye
w

, b
ru

s
h

in
g

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 w

a
lls

, a
n

d
 fo

c
u

s
in

g
 o

n
 n

a
vi-

g
a

tin
g

 th
e

 ro
u

te
, s

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

b
le

 to
 g

e
t h

e
rs

e
lf to

 b
re

a
th

e
 so

m
e

w
h

a
t 

e
ve

n
ly. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 re

tu
rn

e
d

 to
 th

e
 ve

ra
n

d
a

 M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 g

o
n

e
. A

p
p

a
r-

e
n

tly
 s

a
tis

fie
d

 th
a

t h
e

 w
a

s
 n

o
 lo

n
g

e
r o

b
lig

e
d

 to
 m

o
n

ito
r o

r w
a

lk
 

h
e

r. T
h

e
 p

o
tio

n
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 a
g

a
in

 th
e

 n
e

xt m
o

rn
in

g
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

p
e

n
t 

s
e

ve
ra

l h
o

u
rs

 d
e

b
a

tin
g

 w
ith

 h
e

rs
e

lf o
ve

r w
h

e
th

e
r to

 ta
k

e
 it a

g
a

in
. 

T
h

e
 m

e
re

 th
o

u
g

h
t o

f s
p

e
n

d
in

g
 a

n
o

th
e

r d
a

y
 g

o
in

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 w
ith

-

d
ra

w
a

l m
a

d
e

 h
e

r n
a

u
s
e

a
te

d
. In

 th
e

 e
n

d
 s

h
e

 g
ritte

d
 h

e
r te

e
th

 a
n

d
 

d
o

w
n

e
d

 it. 

S
h

e
 c

re
p

t th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r lik

e
 a

 s
h

a
d

o
w

 a
n

d
 e

xp
lo

re
d

 th
e

 

m
a

in
 w

in
g

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 c

o
n

s
ta

n
tly

 o
n

 a
le

rt fo
r th

e
 s

h
a

rp
 ta

p
 o

f A
s
to

-

ria
’s

 s
h

o
e

s
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
n

’t e
n

c
o

u
n

te
re

d
 th

e
 w

itc
h

 s
in

c
e

 th
e

 n
ig

h
t s

h
e

'd
 

ta
k

e
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 to
 M

a
lfo

y’s
 ro

o
m

. B
u

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 o

c
c
a

s
io

n
a

lly 

c
a

u
g

h
t g

lim
p

s
e

s
 o

f s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 w

a
tc

h
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

s
 w

h
e

n
 

M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 ta
k

e
n

 h
e

r o
u

ts
id

e
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t in
te

re
s
te

d
 in

 te
stin

g
 

w
h

e
th

e
r A

s
to

ria
’s

 e
a

rly
 th

re
a

ts
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 s
in

c
e

re
. 

S
h

e
 e

x
p

lo
re

d
 m

o
s
t o

f th
e

 m
a

in
 w

in
g

 th
a

t d
a

y
. T

h
e

re
 w

e
re

 s
o

 

m
a

n
y
 d

o
o

rs
 th

a
t w

e
re

 lo
c
k

e
d

 s
h

e
 re

a
lis

e
d

 th
a

t M
a

lfo
y
 h

a
d

 p
ro

b
a

-

b
ly k

e
ye

d
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r w

ith
 h

e
r b

lo
o

d
. C

a
g

e
d

 h
e

r w
ith

in
 h

e
r o

w
n

 

b
lo

o
d

 s
ig

n
a

tu
re

. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt d

a
y h

e
r w

ith
d

ra
w

a
l w

a
s
 w

o
rs

e
. 

T
h

e
n

 th
re

e
 d

a
ys

 la
te

r th
e

 p
o

tio
n

 d
id

 n
o

t a
p

p
e

a
r w

ith
 b

re
a

k
fa

s
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
s
u

s
p

e
c
te

d
 
s
h

e
 
k

n
e

w
 
w

h
y 

a
n

d
 
c
o

u
ld

 
b

a
re

ly 
e

a
t. 

S
h

e
 

p
a

c
e

d
 m

a
d

ly in
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 w
e

n
t a

n
d

 s
a

t u
n

d
e

r th
e

 s
p

ra
y o

f 

th
e

 s
h

o
w

e
r d

o
w

n
 th

e
 h

a
ll fo

r a
n

 h
o

u
r w

h
ile

 s
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 s
to

p
 s

h
a

k
-

in
g

. A
fte

r d
in

n
e

r a
 h

o
u

s
e

 e
lf a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 to
 ta

k
e

 th
e

 d
is

h
e

s
 a

w
a

y. 

“Y
o

u
 is

 to
 g

e
t re

a
d

y fo
r to

n
ig

h
t,” it s

a
id

 b
e

fo
re

 va
n

is
h

in
g

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

t fro
ze

n
 in

 h
e

r c
h

a
ir. S

h
e

’d
 a

s
s
u

m
e

d
 a

s
 m

u
c
h

. 

C
o

n
firm

a
tio

n
 s

till fe
lt w

o
rs

e
. H

a
vin

g
 h

a
d

 a
n

 a
d

d
itio

n
a

l m
o

n
th

 to
 

d
re

a
d

 it m
a

d
e

 th
e

 h
o

rro
r fe

e
l c

o
ld

e
r. It fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 

w
e

re
 tw

is
tin

g
 h

e
r o

rg
a

n
s
 in

to
 a

 tig
h

te
r a

n
d

 tig
h

te
r k

n
o

t u
n

til s
h

e
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fe
lt lik

e
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 w
a

s
 a

b
o

u
t to

 te
a

r. H
e

r c
h

e
s
t fe

lt s
o

 tig
h

t s
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 b
a

re
ly m

a
n

a
g

e
 to

 d
ra

w
 e

ve
n

 s
h

a
llo

w
 b

re
a

th
s
. 

S
h

e
 

w
e

n
t 

in
to

 
th

e
 

b
a

th
ro

o
m

 
a

n
d

 
b

a
th

e
d

. 
W

h
e

n
 

s
h

e
 

re
-

e
m

e
rg

e
d

 s
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf g

la
n

c
in

g
 re

p
e

a
te

d
ly to

w
a

rd
 th

e
 c

e
n

te
r 

o
f th

e
 ro

o
m

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 te

rrifie
d

 th
a

t M
a

lfo
y m

ig
h

t c
h

o
o

s
e

 to
 va

ry th
e

 

e
xp

e
rie

n
c
e

. S
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf c

lin
g

in
g

 to
 th

e
 h

o
p

e
 th

a
t th

e
 ta

b
le

 

w
o

u
ld

 a
p

p
e

a
r a

n
d

 h
e

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t d

o
 a

n
y
th

in
g

 n
o

ve
l. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t w
a

n
t to

 b
e

 ra
p

e
d

 in
 a

 n
e

w
 w

a
y. 

S
h

e
 n

e
a

rly s
o

b
b

e
d

 w
ith

 re
lie

f w
h

e
n

 th
e

 ta
b

le
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 a
t p

re
-

c
is

e
ly 7

:3
0

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 s

la
p

 h
e

rs
e

lf. In
 w

h
a

t w
o

rld
 o

f h
o

rro
r w

a
s
 a

 

w
o

m
a

n
 h

a
p

p
y th

a
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e

 ra
p

e
d

 in
 a

 fa
m

ilia
r m

a
n

-

n
e

r?
 M

a
lfo

y c
a

m
e

 a
n

d
 w

e
n

t fo
r five

 e
ve

n
in

g
s
 w

ith
o

u
t a

 w
o

rd
 to

 h
e

r. 

In
 
p

re
c
is

e
ly 

th
e

 
s
a

m
e

 
m

a
n

n
e

r 
a

s
 
h

e
 
h

a
d

 
d

u
rin

g
 
th

e
 
p

re
vio

u
s
 

m
o

n
th

. 

E
ve

ry e
ve

n
in

g
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 g

rip
p

e
d

 th
e

 ta
b

le
 a

n
d

 im
a

g
in

e
d

 h
e

r-

s
e

lf b
re

w
in

g
 th

e
 a

n
x
ie

ty
 p

o
tio

n
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 s

o
 m

u
c
h

 fre
e

 tim
e

 to
 m

u
ll 

o
ve

r th
in

g
s
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 s

ta
rte

d
 tryin

g
 to

 g
u

e
s
s
 h

o
w

 to
 re

ve
rs

e
 e

n
g

in
e

e
r 

it. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 m
a

k
e

 it a
s
 re

a
l to

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
. T

ryin
g

 to
 

re
c
re

a
te

 th
e

 s
c
e

n
ts

 a
n

d
 s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

s
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 e

xa
c
tin

g
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 

d
e

ta
ils

. O
b

s
e

s
s
ive

. 

F
a

r fa
r a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 th

e
 ro

c
k

in
g

. F
ro

m
 th

e
 b

ite
 o

f th
e

 w
o

o
d

 in
to

 

h
e

r h
ip

 b
o

n
e

s
. F

ro
m

 th
e

 s
lid

in
g

 s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 in
s
id

e
 o

f h
e

r th
a

t s
h

e
 

re
fu

s
e

d
 to

 a
llo

w
 h

e
r m

in
d

 to
 a

tte
n

d
 to

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 n

o
t th

e
re

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 b

re
w

in
g

 a
 p

o
tio

n
. 

S
h

e
 re

m
o

ve
d

 a
 p

e
w

te
r c

a
u

ld
ro

n
 fro

m
 th

e
 s

h
e

lf u
s
in

g
 a

 s
te

p
-

s
to

o
l. W

ith
 a

 p
ra

c
tic

e
d

 flic
k

 o
f h

e
r w

a
n

d
 s

h
e

 c
o

n
ju

re
d

 a
 fla

m
e

. S
h

e
 

w
a

ite
d

 u
n

til th
e

 m
e

ta
l re

a
c
h

e
d

 a
 m

e
d

iu
m

 te
m

p
e

ra
tu

re
 b

e
fo

re
 a

d
d

-

in
g

 th
e

 b
illyw

ig
 s

tin
g

 s
lim

e
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
o

ld
 th

e
 via

l in
 h

e
r rig

h
t 

h
a

n
d

, a
n

d
 tip

 it. T
h

e
 sh

a
rp

 s
c
e

n
t w

o
u

ld
 tic

k
le

 h
e

r n
o

s
e

. 

T
h

e
 p

e
w

te
r a

n
d

 h
e

a
t w

o
u

ld
 c

a
u

s
e

 th
e

 le
vita

tin
g

 p
ro

p
e

rtie
s
 o

f 

th
e

 
s
tin

g
 
s
lim

e
 
to

 
e

va
p

o
ra

te
 
a

fte
r 

b
o

ilin
g

 
fo

r 
o

n
e

 
m

in
u

te
. 

S
h

e
 

w
o

u
ld

 b
o

ttle
 th

e
 s

te
a

m
 a

n
d

 u
s
e

 it a
s
 a

n
 a

n
e

sth
e

tic
 o

n
 lo

c
a

lis
e

d
 

in
ju

rie
s
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 re
m

o
ve

 a
 s

lo
th

 b
ra

in
 fro

m
 a

 ja
r a

n
d

 u
s
in

g
 a

 lo
n

g
 

k
n

ife
 s

lic
e

 it s
o

 th
in

ly
 th

e
 p

ie
c
e

s
 w

e
re

 tra
n

s
p

a
re

n
t. T

h
e

 b
ra

in
 u

n
d

e
r 

h
e

r h
a

n
d

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 s
p

o
n

g
y a

n
d

 d
e

lic
a

te
. H

e
r to

u
c
h

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 ve
ry 

lig
h

t a
n

d
 th

e
 k

n
ife

 b
la

d
e

 ra
zo

r s
h

a
rp

. A
fte

r o
n

e
 m

in
u

te
 s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 

re
d

u
c
e

 th
e

 te
m

p
e

ra
tu

re
 o

f th
e

 s
lim

e
 to

 a
 lo

w
 s

im
m

e
r a

n
d

 p
la

c
e

 

th
e

 s
lic

e
s
 o

f s
lo

th
 b

ra
in

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 s

u
rfa

c
e

, a
llo

w
in

g
 tw

o
 m

in
u

te
s 
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 S
o

 it w
a

s
n

’t a
 c

o
n

s
ta

n
t th

in
g

. T
h

a
t w

a
s
 g

o
o

d
 to

 k
n

o
w

. B
u

t 

w
h

e
n

 s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 re

g
is

te
re

d
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 a
b

le
 to

 d
e

lve
 

in
 a

n
d

 re
a

d
 h

e
r fo

re
m

o
s
t th

o
u

g
h

ts
. T

h
a

t—
w

a
s
 a

 p
ro

b
le

m
. 

S
h

e
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 h
im

. S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 to
 s

te
a

l w
h

a
te

ve
r it w

a
s
 th

a
t 

h
e

 w
a

s
 m

o
n

ito
rin

g
 h

e
r w

ith
. U

m
b

rid
g

e
 h

a
d

 d
e

sc
rib

e
d

 it a
s
 a

 c
h

a
rm

 

c
a

rrie
d

 b
y th

e
 h

e
a

d
 o

f th
e

 h
o

u
s
e

h
o

ld
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
n

’t s
u

re
 w

h
a

t 

it c
o

u
ld

 b
e

. M
a

g
ic

a
l c

h
a

rm
s
 w

e
re

 n
o

rm
a

lly s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 m

e
ta

l to
 

c
h

a
n

n
e

l th
e

 m
a

g
ic

a
l 

c
o

n
n

e
c
tio

n
. A

n
d

 th
e

y n
e

e
d

e
d

 to
 b

e
 w

o
rn

; 

n
e

c
k

la
c
e

s
 o

r b
ra

c
e

le
ts

 o
r rin

g
s
 w

e
re

 th
e

 m
o

s
t c

o
m

m
o

n
. 

M
a

lfo
y d

id
n

’t s
e

e
m

 to
 w

e
a

r a
n

y
 je

w
e

lry, n
o

t e
ve

n
 a

 w
e

d
d

in
g

 

b
a

n
d

. T
h

e
 o

n
ly

 vis
ib

le
 p

ie
c
e

 o
n

 h
im

 w
a

s
 th

e
 b

la
c
k

 rin
g

 o
n

 h
is

 rig
h

t 

h
a

n
d

. M
a

y
b

e
 th

a
t w

a
s
 it. 

“Y
o

u
 c

a
n

’t s
te

a
l it,” M

a
lfo

y
 d

ra
w

le
d

. 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 a
t h

im
 s

h
a

rp
ly. 

“It’s
 n

o
t a

 th
in

g
. It’s

 n
o

t th
is

,” h
e

 s
a

id
, a

n
d

 ra
is

e
d

 h
is

 h
a

n
d

 to
 

s
h

o
w

 h
e

r th
e

 b
a

n
d

 s
h

e
’d

 b
e

e
n

 e
y
in

g
. H

e
 s

lid
 it o

ff h
is

 fin
g

e
r a

n
d

 

to
s
s
e

d
 it to

 h
e

r. S
h

e
 c

a
u

g
h

t it re
fle

xive
ly a

n
d

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 it. 

It w
a

s
 s

o
m

e
 typ

e
 o

f b
la

c
k

 m
e

ta
l. It d

id
n

’t s
e

e
m

 to
 h

a
ve

 a
n

y 

k
in

d
 o

f s
tro

n
g

 m
a

g
ic

a
l s

ig
n

a
tu

re
 th

e
 w

a
y
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 c
o

n
n

e
c
te

d
 to

 

th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 w

o
u

ld
. B

u
t m

a
yb

e
 it s

till w
a

s
. H

e
 m

ig
h

t b
e

 lyin
g

. 

M
a

yb
e

 h
e

 w
a

s
 tryin

g
 to

 m
is

d
ire

c
t h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 w
h

a
t h

e
’d

 d
o

 if sh
e

 s
w

a
llo

w
e

d
 it. 

H
e

 b
u

rs
t o

u
t la

u
g

h
in

g
. 

“D
o

n
’t s

w
a

llo
w

 it.” 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 s
h

a
rp

ly a
n

d
 h

e
 q

u
irk

e
d

 a
n

 e
ye

b
ro

w
 k

n
o

w
in

g
ly. 

H
e

 s
m

irk
e

d
 a

n
d

 h
e

ld
 o

u
t h

is
 h

a
n

d
. S

h
e

  re
lu

c
ta

n
tly d

ro
p

p
e

d
 it in

to
 

h
is

 p
a

lm
 a

n
d

 h
e

 s
lid

 it b
a

c
k

 o
n

to
 h

is
 fin

g
e

r. 

“A
s
 I s

a
id

, it’s
 n

o
t a

 th
in

g
. Y

o
u

 c
a

n
’t s

te
a

l th
e

 tra
c
e

. N
o

t th
e

 

o
n

e
 o

n
 yo

u
. T

h
e

y u
s
e

d
 b

lo
o

d
 m

a
g

ic
 to

 m
a

k
e

 yo
u

r m
a

n
a

c
le

s
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
 in

 a
s
to

n
is

h
m

e
n

t. 

“I’m
 in

 yo
u

r h
e

a
d

?
” s

h
e

 s
a

id
, h

e
r m

o
u

th
 d

ro
p

p
in

g
 o

p
e

n
 s

lig
h

tly 

a
s
 th

e
 re

a
liza

tio
n

 s
tru

c
k

 h
e

r. 

T
h

e
y h

a
d

 ta
k

e
n

 h
e

r b
lo

o
d

. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

t H
o

g
w

a
rts

, th
e

y h
a

d
 ta

k
e

n
 via

ls
 o

f h
e

r b
lo

o
d

, 

a
n

d
 h

e
r h

a
ir. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 a

s
s
u

m
e

d
 it w

a
s
 fo

r g
e

n
e

tic
 te

s
tin

g
. It h

a
d

n
’t 

o
c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 h

e
r th

a
t it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 u

s
e

d
 to

 p
e

rfo
rm

 a
 b

lo
o

d
 m

a
g

ic
 

ritu
a

l. 

T
h

a
t m

e
a

n
t th

a
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
, b

y
 h

e
r life

b
lo

o
d

, tie
d

 in
to

 M
a

lfo
y’s

 

c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
n

e
s
s
. H

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
n

s
e

 h
e

r in
 th

e
 b

a
c
k

 o
f h

is
 m

in
d

. It w
a

s
 

lik
e

 b
lo

o
d

 w
a

rd
s
 o

n
 e

s
ta

te
s
 a

n
d

 c
a

s
tle

s
, c

re
a

tin
g

 a
 s

u
b

c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
 

c
o

n
n

e
c
tio

n
 to

 th
e

 L
o

rd
 in

 p
o

s
s
e

ss
io

n
 o

f it. B
lo

o
d

 w
a

rd
s
 a

llo
w

e
d

 th
e
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 A

s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 th

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t d
a

w
n

e
d

 o
n

 h
e

r s
h

e
 fe

lt c
e

rta
in

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 

rig
h

t. H
o

w
, s

h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t s
u

re
. B

u
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 w

illin
g

 to
 b

e
t o

n
 it. 

H
o

w
 irrita

tin
g

. S
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 e
n

ra
g

e
d

 b
u

t c
o

u
ld

n
’t s

u
m

m
o

n
 it. 

S
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 s
w

a
llo

w
e

d
 b

y d
e

sp
a

ir. B
u

t in
te

lle
c
tu

a
l a

g
g

ra
v
a

tio
n

 

w
a

s
 a

s
 m

u
c
h

 a
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 m
u

s
te

r. 

A
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
is

 le
g

ilim
e

n
c
y
 w

a
s
n

’t in
v
a

s
ive

 e
n

o
u

g
h

; tra
w

lin
g

 

th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r m

in
d

 a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 it w
e

re
 h

is
 o

w
n

 p
e

rs
o

n
a

l o
y
s
te

r b
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 c

e
rta

in
 h

e
 w

a
s
 a

ls
o

 s
o

m
e

h
o

w
 re

a
d

in
g

 h
e

r m
in

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 

th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
. 

H
e

 n
e

ve
r s

k
im

m
e

d
 h

e
r th

o
u

g
h

ts
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
tic

e
d

. S
h

e
 re

-

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 

h
o

w
 

S
n

a
p

e
 

u
s
e

d
 

to
 

d
o

 
th

a
t 

w
ith

 
s
tu

d
e

n
ts

. 
D

ip
 

in
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 e

ye
s a

n
d

 g
le

a
n

 w
h

a
t w

a
s
 fo

re
fro

n
t. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 m
a

d
e

 

e
ye

 c
o

n
ta

c
t w

ith
 M

a
lfo

y h
e

 n
e

ve
r b

o
th

e
re

d
 to

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
. S

h
e

 s
ta

lk
e

d
 o

u
t o

f th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 m

a
ze

 

a
n

d
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r w

a
y b

a
c
k

 to
 th

e
 ve

ra
n

d
a

 w
h

e
re

 M
a

lfo
y
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 im

-

m
e

rs
e

d
 in

 a
 b

o
o

k
 o

n
 a

lc
h

e
m

y. 

H
e

 s
n

a
p

p
e

d
 th

e
 b

o
o

k
 s

h
u

t a
n

d
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 a
t h

e
r w

h
ile

 s
h

e
 

s
to

o
d

 s
ta

rin
g

 a
t h

im
. H

a
n

d
s
 o

n
 h

e
r h

ip
s
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t s
a

y
 a

n
y
th

in
g

 b
u

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 g

la
re

. 

H
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 re

a
lis

e
 th

a
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t s

a
y a

n
yth

in
g

 a
n

d
 ju

s
t 

s
m

irk
e

d
 fa

in
tly a

n
d

 lo
o

k
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 a
t h

e
r. 

“Y
e

s
?
” h

e
 fin

a
lly s

a
id

 a
fte

r n
e

a
rly a

 m
in

u
te

. 

“A
re

 yo
u

 re
a

d
in

g
 m

y m
in

d
?

” s
h

e
 s

a
id

. 

H
e

 s
m

ile
d

 b
ro

a
d

ly
. 

“A
n

d
 it o

n
ly

 to
o

k
 a

 m
o

n
th

 fo
r yo

u
 to

 re
a

lis
e

 it,” h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 m
o

c
k

 

p
ra

is
e

. “A
lth

o
u

g
h

 g
ra

n
te

d
, y

o
u

 h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 ra
th

e
r b

u
s
y
 c

ryin
g

 a
n

d
 

m
o

p
in

g
 a

n
d

 b
e

in
g

 a
fra

id
 o

f h
a

llw
a

ys
 a

n
d

 th
e

 s
k

y
.” 

T
h

e
 n

ic
e

 th
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t h

a
vin

g
 n

o
 e

m
o

tio
n

s
 w

a
s
 th

a
t M

a
lfo

y’s
 

n
a

s
tin

e
s
s
 m

e
re

ly
 fe

lt lik
e

 p
e

b
b

le
s
 b

e
in

g
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 in

to
 a

 p
o

n
d

. A
 

s
m

a
ll, q

u
ic

k
 s

p
la

s
h

 in
to

 h
e

r m
e

n
ta

l im
p

e
rvio

u
s
n

e
s
s
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 s

till-

n
e

s
s
 a

n
d

 in
d

iffe
re

n
c
e

 a
g

a
in

. 

“H
o

w
 is

 th
a

t p
o

s
s
ib

le
?
” s

h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

 ra
is

in
g

 a
 s

k
e

p
tic

a
l e

ye
b

ro
w

. 

It d
e

fie
d

 s
e

ve
ra

l fu
n

d
a

m
e

n
ta

l la
w

s
 o

f m
a

g
ic

. 

“R
e

s
t 

a
s
s
u

re
d

, 
M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

, 
I 

a
m

 
n

o
t 

re
a

d
in

g
 

a
ll 

o
f 

yo
u

r 

th
o

u
g

h
ts

. If I h
a

d
 to

 s
u

b
je

c
t m

ys
e

lf to
 th

e
 c

o
n

s
ta

n
t s

tre
a

m
 o

f yo
u

r 

c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
n

e
s
s
 I w

o
u

ld
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 A

va
d

a
 m

y
s
e

lf. Y
o

u
 o

n
ly re

g
is

te
r 

w
h

e
n

 yo
u

’re
 d

o
in

g
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

—
in

te
re

s
tin

g
. A

n
d

 it s
p

a
re

s m
e

 fro
m

 

h
a

vin
g

 to
 s

h
o

w
 u

p
 ju

s
t b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 y
o

u
’re

 tryin
g

 to
 d

e
sc

e
n

d
 a

 s
ta

irc
a

s
e

 

b
y yo

u
rs

e
lf.” 

N
o

n
-d

ru
g

g
e

d
 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
w

o
u

ld
 

h
a

v
e

 
flu

s
h

e
d

 
a

n
g

rily 
a

t 
h

is
 

m
o

c
k

e
ry. B

u
t P

re
s
e

n
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 ju

s
t b

lin
k

e
d

 a
n

d
 c

o
n

s
id

e
re

d
 th

e
 

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

. 
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anacled 

 
fo

r th
e

 s
tin

g
 s

lim
e

 a
n

d
 s

lo
th

 b
ra

in
 to

 a
m

a
lg

a
m

a
te

, s
lo

w
ly tu

rn
in

g
 

in
to

 a
 s

te
e

l b
lu

e
 c

o
lo

u
r w

ith
 a

 vis
c
o

u
s
 c

o
n

s
is

te
n

c
y
. 

In
 th

e
 m

e
a

n
w

h
ile

 s
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 p

re
p

a
re

 th
e

 s
o

p
o

p
h

o
ro

u
s
 b

e
a

n
. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 u

s
e

 tw
e

n
ty. C

ru
s
h

in
g

 th
e

m
 u

n
d

e
r h

e
r s

ilv
e

r d
a

g
g

e
r’s 

b
la

d
e

 
b

e
fo

re
 

e
xtra

c
tin

g
 

th
e

 
ju

ic
e

. 
F

e
e

lin
g

 
th

e
 

p
re

s
s
u

re
 

in
 

th
e

 

k
n

u
c
k

le
 o

f h
e

r th
u

m
b

 a
s
 s

h
e

 b
o

re
 d

o
w

n
. S

h
e

 im
a

g
in

e
d

 th
e

 s
e

n
s
a

-

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 b

e
a

n
 g

ivin
g

 w
a

y
 u

n
d

e
r h

e
r b

la
d

e
. O

n
c
e

 th
e

 ju
ic

e
 w

a
s
 

a
d

d
e

d
 s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 s
tir th

e
 p

o
tio

n
 c

lo
c
k

w
is

e
 tw

e
lve

 tim
e

s
 w

ith
 a

 s
il-

ve
r b

re
w

in
g

 ro
d

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 e
ig

h
t tim

e
s
 c

o
u

n
te

rc
lo

c
k

w
is

e
 w

ith
 a

n
 a

s
h

 

ro
d

. T
h

e
n

 th
e

 p
o

tio
n

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 c
o

ve
re

d
 a

n
d

 le
ft to

 b
re

w
 o

n
 a

 lo
w

 

te
m

p
e

ra
tu

re
 fo

r s
e

ve
n

ty
-th

re
e

 h
o

u
rs

. T
h

e
 s

lo
w

 b
re

w
in

g
 w

a
s
 n

e
c
e

s
-

s
a

ry to
 n

u
llify th

e
 s

o
m

n
o

le
n

t p
ro

p
e

rtie
s
 o

f th
e

 s
o

p
o

p
h

o
ro

u
s
 ju

ic
e

. 

T
h

e
 p

o
tio

n
 w

o
u

ld
 tu

rn
 p

a
le

 g
re

e
n

. In
 th

e
 s

e
ve

n
ty

-fo
u

rth
 h

o
u

r s
h

e
 

w
o

u
ld

 a
d

d
 m

in
c
e

d
 m

u
rtla

p
 te

n
ta

c
le

s
, a

 c
ru

s
h

e
d

 s
q

u
ill, va

le
ria

n
, 

a
n

d
 p

o
w

d
e

re
d

 a
s
h

w
in

d
e

r e
g

g
s
h

e
lls

. S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

rin
g

 it to
 a

 ra
p

id
 

b
o

il fo
r th

irty s
e

c
o

n
d

s
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 u

s
e

 a
 c

o
o

lin
g

 c
h

a
rm

 to
 re

d
u

c
e

 th
e

 

te
m

p
e

ra
tu

re
 to

 ju
s
t a

b
o

ve
 fre

e
zin

g
. T

h
e

 p
o

tio
n

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 m
id

-

n
ig

h
t b

lu
e

 w
ith

 a
n

 a
q

u
e

o
u

s
 c

o
n

s
is

te
n

c
y.  T

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 d
rip

 s
yru

p
 

o
f h

e
lle

b
o

re
 o

v
e

r th
e

 s
u

rfa
c
e

. O
n

e
 d

ro
p

 fo
r te

n
 s

lo
w

 c
lo

c
k

w
is

e
 a

n
d

 

th
e

n
 c

o
u

n
te

rc
lo

c
k

w
is

e
 s

tir ro
ta

tio
n

s
. H

e
r a

rm
 w

o
u

ld
 tire

 s
lig

h
tly. 

T
h

irty d
ro

p
s
 in

 a
ll u

n
til th

e
 p

o
tio

n
 th

ic
k

e
n

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

tu
c
k

 to
 th

e
 a

s
h

 

s
tir ro

d
. S

tir it th
re

e
 tim

e
s w

ith
 a

 s
ilve

r ro
d

 a
n

d
 b

rin
g

 it to
 s

im
m

e
r 

fo
r five

 m
in

u
te

s
 b

e
fo

re
 re

m
o

vin
g

 it fro
m

 th
e

 h
e

a
t a

n
d

 a
llo

w
in

g
 it to

 

d
ro

p
 to

 ro
o

m
 te

m
p

e
ra

tu
re

 w
ith

o
u

t m
a

g
ic

. It w
o

u
ld

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 d
a

rk
 

g
re

y a
n

d
 s

yru
p

y
. It w

o
u

ld
 yie

ld
 tw

e
n

ty
-five

 d
o

s
e

s
. 

S
h

e
 b

re
w

e
d

 it in
 h

e
r m

in
d

 e
ve

ry n
ig

h
t. A

d
ju

s
tin

g
 q

u
a

n
titie

s 

a
n

d
 te

c
h

n
iq

u
e

s
. R

e
vis

in
g

 th
e

 o
rd

e
r o

f a
d

d
e

d
 in

g
re

d
ie

n
ts

. B
y th

e
 

fifth
 n

ig
h

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

lm
o

s
t p

o
s
itive

 th
a

t s
h

e
 h

a
d

 fig
u

re
d

 th
e

 e
n

tire
 

re
c
ip

e
 o

u
t. 

O
n

 th
e

 s
ixth

 d
a

y
 s

h
e

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 g

o
 o

u
ts

id
e

 a
lo

n
e

 fo
r fe

a
r 

th
a

t o
th

e
rw

is
e

 M
a

lfo
y w

o
u

ld
 s

h
o

w
 u

p
 a

n
d

 o
rd

e
r h

e
r to

. 

C
o

n
q

u
e

rin
g

 h
e

r a
g

o
ra

p
h

o
b

ia
, s

h
e

 h
a

d
 d

e
c
id

e
d

 w
a

s
 h

e
r firs

t 

p
rio

rity. A
n

y
 s

c
h

e
m

e
s
 in

vo
lvin

g
 M

a
lfo

y w
o

u
ld

 w
a

it u
n

til s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 

m
a

n
a

g
e

 g
o

in
g

 o
u

td
o

o
rs

 c
o

n
s
is

te
n

tly. 

D
e

e
p

 d
o

w
n

 s
h

e
 s

u
s
p

e
c
te

d
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 m

e
re

ly d
e

lu
d

in
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf 

a
n

d
 a

vo
id

in
g

 h
im

. B
u

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

t a
 lo

s
s
 a

s
 to

 h
o

w
 to

 tric
k

 h
im

 in
to

 

k
illin

g
 h

e
r w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t e

ve
n

 ta
lk

 to
 h

im
 w

ith
o

u
t h

is
 p

e
rm

is
-

s
io

n
. A

s
 fo

r s
e

d
u

c
in

g
 h

im
, p

e
r h

is
 s

u
g

g
e

s
tio

n
, w

e
ll, th

e
 id

e
a

 w
a

s
 s

o
 

a
b

s
u

rd
 it w

a
s
 a

lm
o

s
t la

u
g

h
a

b
le

. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt d

a
y
 h

e
 s

h
o

w
e

d
 u

p
 in

 h
e

r ro
o

m
, p

in
n

e
d

 h
e

r to
 th

e
 b

e
d

 

a
n

d
 to

re
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
. H

e
 b

a
re

ly s
p

o
k

e
 to

 h
e

r. W
h

e
n

 h
e

 

w
a

s
 d

o
n

e
 h

e
 sim

p
ly

 tu
rn

e
d

 o
n

 h
is

 h
e

e
l a

n
d

 w
a

lk
e

d
 o

u
t. 
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 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 a
 d

re
a

m
 tw

o
 d

a
ys

 la
te

r o
f A

la
s
to

r M
o

o
d

y s
ta

n
d

-

in
g

 in
 fro

n
t o

f h
e

r in
 a

 s
m

a
ll s

to
ra

g
e

 c
lo

s
e

t. H
is

 e
ye

 s
p

in
n

in
g

 a
ro

u
n

d
 

s
u

s
p

ic
io

u
s
ly. 

It 
w

a
s
 
a

s
 
th

o
u

g
h

 
th

e
y 

h
a

d
 
b

e
e

n
 
u

n
d

e
rw

a
te

r, 
th

e
 

w
o

rd
s
 e

xc
h

a
n

g
e

d
 w

e
re

 in
d

e
c
ip

h
e

ra
b

le
. H

e
 h

a
d

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

t h
e

r in
-

te
n

s
e

ly a
s
 h

e
 s

a
id

 s
o

m
e

th
in

g
, w

a
tc

h
in

g
 h

e
r re

a
c
tio

n
. S

h
e

 re
m

e
m

-

b
e

re
d

 fe
e

lin
g

 s
k

e
p

tic
a

l b
u

t 
d

e
te

rm
in

e
d

. M
o

o
d

y
 s

a
id

 
s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 

e
ls

e
 a

n
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

o
o

k
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
. H

e
 n

o
d

d
e

d
 s

h
a

rp
ly a

n
d

 w
h

e
n

 

h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 to
 le

a
v
e

 h
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 s

to
n

e
-fa

c
e

d
. B

u
t h

is
 e

ye
 a

s
 h

e
 

lo
o

k
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 h
a

d
 h

e
sita

tio
n

 in
 it. A

la
s
to

r n
e

ve
r h

e
s
ita

te
d

. A
fte

r 

A
la

s
to

r h
a

d
 g

o
n

e
 s

h
e

 s
to

o
d

 a
lo

n
e

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

in
u

te
s
. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t k
n

o
w

 w
h

a
t th

e
 d

re
a

m
 m

e
a

n
t. S

h
e

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 d

w
e

ll 

o
n

 it. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 e
xp

lo
re

d
 th

e
 m

a
in

 w
in

g
 o

f th
e

 m
a

n
o

r. T
h

e
 p

o
rtra

its
 

w
e

re
 

a
p

p
a

re
n

tly 
s
tric

tly 
fo

rb
id

d
e

n
 

fro
m

 
s
p

e
a

k
in

g
 

to
 

h
e

r. 
T
h

e
y 

w
a

tc
h

e
d

 h
e

r w
ith

 a
 g

im
le

t e
ye

 b
u

t n
e

ve
r u

tte
re

d
 a

 w
o

rd
. S

h
e

 e
x-

p
lo

re
d

 th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 m

a
ze

 u
n

til s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 w

a
lk

 th
ro

u
g

h
 it w

ith
 h

e
r e

ye
s 

c
lo

s
e

d
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t q

u
ite

 m
a

n
a

g
e

 a
n

y
w

h
e

re
 e

ls
e

 o
u

td
o

o
rs

 u
n

le
s
s
 

s
h

e
 c

re
p

t a
lo

n
g

 th
e

 sid
e

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

o
r. 

O
p

e
n

 s
p

a
c
e

s
 w

e
re

 s
till ve

ry
 d

iffic
u

lt. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
ve

n
 p

e
e

l 

h
e

rs
e

lf o
ff th

e
 w

a
ll w

h
e

n
 w

a
lk

in
g

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 la
rg

e
r h

a
llw

a
ys

. A
n

d
 

s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 b

a
re

ly s
ta

n
d

 to
 s

e
t fo

o
t in

s
id

e
 th

e
 b

a
llro

o
m

 in
 th

e
 m

a
in

 

w
in

g
 o

f th
e

 h
o

u
s
e

. 

A
fte

r te
n

 d
a

y
s
 H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 a

rrive
d

 a
g

a
in

 to
 s

e
e

 if H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

w
a

s
 p

re
g

n
a

n
t. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
 n

o
t. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 e
xe

rc
is

in
g

 

a
g

g
re

ss
ive

ly in
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 to
 fu

n
n

e
l h

e
r ra

g
e

. H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 w
a

s
 

p
le

a
s
e

d
 to

 s
e

e
 th

e
 im

p
ro

ve
m

e
n

t in
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 p
h

ys
ic

a
l c

o
n

d
itio

n
. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt d

a
y w

h
e

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 e

n
te

re
d

 h
e

r ro
o

m
 s

h
ive

rin
g

 fro
m

 

h
e

r w
a

lk
 s

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y th

e
re

, w
a

itin
g

 fo
r h

e
r in

 fu
ll D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

r 

re
g

a
lia

. 

“F
a

n
c
y a

n
 o

u
tin

g
, M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

?
” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
, ta

k
in

g
 in

 w
h

a
t h

e
 w

a
s
 w

e
a

rin
g

. H
is 

fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 a

n
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
le

s
s
 m

a
s
k

 a
s
 h

e
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r. 

“D
id

 yo
u

 fo
rg

e
t?

” h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

, h
is

 s
ilve

r e
ye

s
 flic

k
e

rin
g

. “T
w

o
 

m
o

n
th

s
. N

o
 p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y
. T

h
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

 is
 e

a
g

e
r to

 s
e

e
 yo

u
.” 

H
e

 g
rip

p
e

d
 h

e
r b

y
 th

e
 a

rm
 b

e
fo

re
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 b
a

c
k

 a
w

a
y a

n
d

 

a
p

p
a

ra
te

d
. 

100  M
anacled 

 S
h

e
 

w
e

n
t 

to
 
g

e
t 

h
e

r 
c
lo

a
k

 
a

n
d

 
fo

llo
w

e
d

 
h

im
 
o

u
ts

id
e

. 
H

e
 

p
a

u
s
e

d
 o

n
 th

e
 ve

ra
n

d
a

 a
n

d
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 a

s
 s

h
e

 d
e

s
c
e

n
d

e
d

 th
e

 s
te

p
s
 

b
y h

e
rs

e
lf. T

h
e

 s
n

o
w

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 c

le
a

re
d

 fro
m

 th
e

 g
ra

ve
l p

a
th

 b
u

t s
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l th
e

 c
o

ld
 a

lre
a

d
y b

itin
g

 h
e

r to
e

s
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r s
h

o
e

s
. It w

a
s
 

b
itte

rly
 c

o
ld

 th
a

t d
a

y
. 

S
h

e
 h

e
sita

te
d

 fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t, tryin

g
 to

 d
e

c
id

e
 w

h
e

re
 to

 g
o

. 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
lk

e
d

 o
ve

r to
 th

e
 h

e
d

g
e

 m
a

ze
. O

n
 a

ll h
e

r w
a

lk
s
 w

ith
 

M
a

lfo
y h

e
 h

a
d

 n
e

ve
r g

o
n

e
 in

to
 it. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 q

u
ite

 c
u

rio
u

s
 a

b
o

u
t 

w
h

e
th

e
r s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fin
d

 h
e

r w
a

y th
ro

u
g

h
. 

It w
a

s
 h

u
g

e
. T

h
e

 h
e

d
g

e
s
 to

w
e

re
d

 o
ve

r h
e

r. It m
a

d
e

 h
e

r re
c
a

ll 

th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 m

a
ze

 fro
m

 th
e

 T
riw

iza
rd

 to
u

rn
a

m
e

n
t. S

h
e

 d
o

u
b

te
d

 M
a

l-

fo
y
’s

 h
e

d
g

e
 w

o
u

ld
 try

 to
 e

a
t h

e
r o

r c
o

n
ta

in
e

d
 a

n
y
 d

a
rk

 c
re

a
tu

re
s
. 

S
h

e
 
w

a
n

d
e

re
d

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
th

e
 
lo

o
p

in
g

, 
tw

is
tin

g
, 

w
in

d
in

g
 
p

a
th

 
a

n
d

 

th
o

u
g

h
t a

b
o

u
t th

e
 p

o
tio

n
 M

a
lfo

y
 h

a
d

 fo
rc

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 h
e

r th
ro

a
t. 

S
h

e
’d

 h
a

d
 th

e
 p

a
s
s
in

g
 th

o
u

g
h

t th
a

t h
e

 w
a

s
 d

o
s
in

g
 h

im
s
e

lf 

w
ith

 it in
 o

rd
e

r to
 b

e
 s

u
c
h

 a
 c

o
ld

 a
n

d
 e

vil b
a

s
ta

rd
, b

u
t s

h
e

 d
is

m
is

s
e

d
 

it a
fte

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t’s
 th

o
u

g
h

t. T
h

e
 k

illin
g

 c
u

rs
e

 w
a

s
 e

m
o

tio
n

 b
a

s
e

d
 

m
a

g
ic

. Im
p

o
s
s
ib

le
 to

 c
a

s
t w

ith
 d

e
ta

c
h

m
e

n
t. 

A
lth

o
u

g
h

, 
M

a
lfo

y 
s
e

e
m

e
d

 
te

rrify
in

g
ly 

c
a

p
a

b
le

 
o

f 
s
o

m
e

h
o

w
 

b
e

n
d

in
g

 th
e

 ru
le

s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 th
a

t c
u

rs
e

. 

P
u

ttin
g

 a
s
id

e
 M

a
lfo

y a
n

d
 th

e
 m

y
s
te

ry
 o

f h
is

 b
o

tto
m

le
s
s
 w

e
ll 

o
f h

a
tre

d
, s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 u
s
e

 th
e

 p
o

tio
n

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 m

a
k

e
 fa

r m
o

re
 p

ro
-

g
re

ss
 in

 p
u

rs
u

it o
f e

s
c
a

p
e

 u
n

d
e

r th
e

 in
flu

e
n

c
e

 o
f th

e
 p

o
tio

n
 th

a
n

 

s
h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
b

le
 to

 in
 th

e
 la

s
t m

o
n

th
. S

o
 m

u
c
h

 s
o

 th
a

t it s
e

e
m

e
d

 

s
u

s
p

ic
io

u
s
ly c

a
re

le
s
s
 o

f M
a

lfo
y. 

S
h

e
 p

a
u

s
e

d
 to

 c
o

n
s
id

e
r. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 n

o
t c

a
re

le
s
s
. N

o
 m

a
tte

r h
o

w
 m

u
c
h

 h
e

 h
a

te
d

 m
o

n
-

ito
rin

g
 h

e
r. H

e
 w

o
u

ld
n

't b
e

 c
a

re
le

s
s
. T

h
e

re
 m

u
s
t b

e
 s

o
m

e
 k

in
d

 o
f 

fa
ils

a
fe

 th
a

t m
a

d
e

 h
im

 c
o

n
fid

e
n

t e
n

o
u

g
h

 to
 d

o
s
e

 h
e

r w
ith

 s
o

m
e

-

th
in

g
 s

o
 p

o
w

e
rfu

l. H
e

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t p

o
s
s
ib

ly ris
k

 it o
th

e
rw

is
e

, e
ve

n
 if h

e
 

fo
u

n
d

 m
o

n
ito

rin
g

 h
e

r to
 b

e
 a

 fo
rm

 o
f to

rtu
re

. 

H
o

w
 c

o
u

ld
 h

e
 b

e
 c

e
rta

in
 s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t d

o
 a

n
yth

in
g

 w
h

e
n

 h
e

r 

h
e

a
rt-ra

te
 a

n
d

 p
u

ls
e

 w
e

re
 u

n
lik

e
ly

 to
 tip

 h
im

 o
ff?

 

S
h

e
’d

 q
u

ite
 n

e
a

rly
 flu

n
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf o
ff a

 b
a

lc
o

n
y a

n
d

 h
e

’d
 o

n
ly 

ju
s
t s

to
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r. K

n
o

w
n

 e
xa

c
tly w

h
e

n
 h

e
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 to

 a
p

p
e

a
r…

 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r w

ris
ts

. 

H
e

 h
a

d
 to

 h
a

v
e

 s
e

n
s
e

d
 it th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
. B

u
t h

o
w

 h
a

d
 

h
e

 k
n

o
w

n
 to

 c
o

m
e

 th
e

n
 b

u
t n

e
ve

r b
o

th
e

re
d

 to
 a

p
p

e
a

r d
u

rin
g

 h
e

r 

p
a

n
ic

 a
tta

c
k

s
. A

 m
o

n
ito

r c
h

a
rm

, e
ve

n
 a

 s
p

e
c
ia

lis
e

d
 o

n
e

, c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

p
o

s
s
ib

ly d
iffe

re
n

tia
te

 th
a

t p
re

c
is

e
ly

. 

U
n

le
s
s
…

 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 re
a

d
in

g
 h

e
r m

in
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
m

—
 



   

a
lfo

y la
u

g
h

e
d

 fa
in

tly
. 

“L
ik

e
 it?

” h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

. 

S
h

e
 tilte

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 to

 th
e

 s
id

e
. H

e
 w

a
s
 e

a
s
y
 to

 lo
o

k
 a

t 

n
o

w
 th

a
t s

h
e

 d
id

n
’t fe

e
l frig

h
te

n
e

d
 o

r o
ve

rw
h

e
lm

e
d

 b
y h

e
r h

a
tre

d
 

o
f h

im
. S

h
e

 d
id

 h
a

ve
 a

 c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
 a

w
a

re
n

e
s
s
 th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s
 d

a
n

g
e

r-

o
u

s
, b

u
t h

e
r b

o
d

y d
id

n
’t h

a
v
e

 a
n

y
 p

h
ys

ic
a

l re
a

c
tio

n
. N

o
 tw

is
tin

g
 in

 

h
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

. N
o

 trip
le

d
 h

e
a

rt-ra
te

. H
e

 c
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 a

 s
ta

tu
e

. 

“It fe
e

ls
 lik

e
 I’m

 d
e

a
d

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

. 

H
e

 n
o

d
d

e
d

 a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

 s
ta

te
m

e
n

t d
id

n
’t s

u
rp

ris
e

 h
im

. 

“T
h

e
 e

ffe
c
ts

 a
re

 te
m

p
o

ra
ry

. It w
ill fa

d
e

 a
fte

r tw
e

lve
 h

o
u

rs
. A

n
d

 

e
ve

n
tu

a
lly yo

u
’ll b

e
c
o

m
e

 im
m

u
n

e
. It s

h
o

u
ld

 w
o

rk
 lo

n
g

 e
n

o
u

g
h

 fo
r 

yo
u

 to
 a

c
c
lim

a
tis

e
 to

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r a
n

d
 e

sta
te

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 u
p

 a
t h

im
. 

“Y
o

u
’re

 b
e

in
g

 d
iffe

re
n

t to
 m

e
 n

o
w

. Y
o

u
’re

 le
ss

 m
e

a
n

. W
h

y a
re

 

yo
u

 e
ve

n
 d

o
in

g
 th

is
 fo

r m
e

?
” s

h
e

 s
a

id
. S

h
e

 fu
rro

w
e

d
 h

e
r b

ro
w

 in
 

c
o

n
fu

s
io

n
. A

p
p

a
re

n
tly s

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

till a
b

le
 to

 fe
e

l c
o

n
fu

s
e

d
. 

H
e

 q
u

irk
e

d
 a

n
 e

ye
b

ro
w

 a
n

d
 le

a
n

e
d

 fo
rw

a
rd

 s
o

 c
lo

s
e

 h
is

 b
re

a
th

 

g
h

o
s
te

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r c

h
e

e
k

. 

“I’m
 n

o
t d

o
in

g
 th

is
 fo

r y
o

u
, M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 s

o
ftly

 in
to

 h
e

r 

e
a

r. “I’m
 d

o
in

g
 it fo

r m
e

. Y
o

u
 w

o
u

ld
n

’t re
a

c
t a

n
yw

a
y.” 

H
e

 s
tra

ig
h

te
n

e
d

. 

“S
e

e
?

 N
o

th
in

g
. N

o
 e

le
va

te
d

 p
u

ls
e

. N
o

 p
o

u
n

d
in

g
 h

e
a

rt. I c
o

u
ld

 

b
rin

g
 in

 a
 b

o
g

g
a

rt o
r b

e
n

d
 yo

u
 o

ve
r a

 ta
b

le
 a

n
d

 yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t b

lin
k

. 

N
o

t m
u

c
h

 fu
n

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 n
o

d
d

e
d

 th
o

u
g

h
tfu

lly
. If s

h
e

 w
e

re
 w

a
n

tin
g

 to
 c

o
m

m
it 

s
u

ic
id

e
 it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 e

a
s
ie

r to
 d

o
 s

o
 w

h
ile

 u
n

d
e

r th
e

 e
ffe

c
t o

f th
e

 

p
o

tio
n

. M
a

lfo
y m

ig
h

t n
o

t b
e

 a
b

le
 to

 d
e

te
c
t a

n
yth

in
g

 u
n

til to
o

 la
te

. 

M
a

lfo
y b

e
c
a

m
e

 
s
to

n
e

-fa
c
e

d
. 

H
e

 
g

e
s
tu

re
d

 
to

w
a

rd
 
th

e
 
d

o
o

r. 

“S
h

a
ll w

e
?
” 

M
 



   h
e

 h
a

ll th
a

t V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt re
s
id

e
d

 in
 w

a
s
 d

a
m

p
 a

n
d

 w
a

rm
 lik

e
 a

 

re
p

tile
 
c
a

g
e

. 
S

o
m

e
w

h
e

re
 
u

n
d

e
rg

ro
u

n
d

. 
T
h

e
 
w

a
lls

 
th

a
t 

s
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 s
e

e
 in

 th
e

 d
a

rk
n

e
ss

 w
e

re
 s

to
n

e
 w

ith
 n

o
 w

in
d

o
w

s
. 

F
a

r u
n

d
e

rg
ro

u
n

d
. 

T
h

e
 a

ir w
a

s
 th

ic
k

 a
n

d
 s

o
u

r. S
ta

le
. P

u
trid

 w
ith

 d
a

rk
 m

a
g

ic
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
ro

k
e

 o
u

t in
 a

 c
o

ld
 s

w
e

a
t a

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 h

e
r 

fo
rw

a
rd

 a
s
 s

h
e

 fo
u

g
h

t to
 e

s
c
a

p
e

. It w
a

s
n

’t a
 c

o
n

s
c
io

u
s
 c

h
o

ic
e

. 

E
ve

ry c
e

ll in
 h

e
r b

o
d

y s
c
re

a
m

e
d

 fo
r h

e
r to

 g
e

t a
w

a
y
. 

M
a

lfo
y’s

 h
a

n
d

 o
n

 h
e

r w
a

s
 lik

e
 a

 vic
e

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t w
re

n
c
h

 h
e

r-

s
e

lf fre
e

. H
e

 b
a

re
ly s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 n
o

tic
e

 th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 w

rith
in

g
 in

 h
is

 

g
rip

. “M
y L

o
rd

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 re
s
p

e
c
tfu

l to
n

e
 a

s
 h

e
 b

o
w

e
d

. “I h
a

v
e

 

b
ro

u
g

h
t th

e
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

. A
s
 y

o
u

 re
q

u
e

ste
d

.” 

H
is

 w
o

rd
s
 w

e
re

 p
u

n
c
tu

a
te

d
 b

y H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s p
a

n
ic

k
e

d
 s

tu
tte

rin
g

 

b
re

a
th

s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 q

u
e

ll h
e

r p
a

n
ic

. A
 c

ru
s
h

in
g

 w
e

ig
h

t s
u

d
d

e
n

ly 

b
o

re
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 h

e
r b

a
c
k

 a
n

d
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
r p

ro
s
tra

te
 u

p
o

n
 th

e
 m

o
is

t 

s
to

n
e

 
flo

o
r. 

S
h

e
 
c
o

u
ld

 
b

a
re

ly 
b

re
a

th
e

 
u

n
d

e
r 

th
e

 
p

re
s
s
u

re
 
a

n
d

 

fo
u

g
h

t to
 d

ra
g

 o
xy

g
e

n
 d

o
w

n
 h

e
r th

ro
a

t a
s
 h

e
r ja

w
 w

a
s
 g

ro
u

n
d

 in
to

 

th
e

 h
a

rd
 flo

o
r. T

h
e

 s
o

u
n

d
 ra

ttle
d

 in
 h

e
r e

a
rs

. 

“O
h

, 
ye

s
,” 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt 
m

u
rm

u
re

d
 

in
 

a
 

c
a

re
ss

in
g

 
w

h
is

p
e

r. 

“S
tro

u
d

 m
e

n
tio

n
e

d
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 n

o
t ye

t g
e

sta
tin

g
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 ro
lle

d
 h

e
r p

a
n

ic
k

e
d

 e
ye

s
 u

p
w

a
rd

 s
o

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

 

fro
m

 w
h

e
re

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 p

in
n

e
d

 o
n

 th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
. V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

a
s
 re

c
lin

-

in
g

 in
 a

 la
rg

e
 s

to
n

e
 th

ro
n

e
 s

ta
rin

g
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r in
d

o
le

n
tly

. 

H
e

 w
a

v
e

d
 a

 h
a

n
d

, it h
a

d
 d

u
ll s

c
a

le
s
 o

n
 it. 

“B
rin

g
 h

e
r fo

rw
a

rd
,” V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt o

rd
e

re
d

. 

T
h

e
 w

e
ig

h
t c

ru
s
h

in
g

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 in
to

 th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
 w

a
s
 re

le
a

s
e

d
 

a
n

d
 tw

o
 a

tte
n

d
a

n
ts

 p
u

lle
d

 h
e

r u
p

 o
ff th

e
 flo

o
r a

n
d

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 h
e

r u
p

 

th
e

 ste
p

s
 o

f th
e

 d
a

is
, fo

rc
in

g
 h

e
r to

 h
e

r k
n

e
e

s
 a

t V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt’s
 fe

e
t. 

T 
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 S
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 p
a

n
ic

k
in

g
. It w

a
s
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

r c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
n

e
ss

 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 s

e
ve

re
d

 fro
m

 h
e

r e
n

d
o

c
rin

e
 s

ys
te

m
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 n

o
 s

u
rg

e
 

o
f a

d
re

n
a

lin
 o

r n
o

re
p

in
e

p
h

rin
e

. N
o

 fe
a

r. 

It w
a

s
 m

e
re

ly a
n

 o
b

s
e

rva
tio

n
: s

h
e

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 p

a
n

ic
k

in
g

. S
h

e
 

w
a

s
 n

o
t. 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 a
t M

a
lfo

y
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

w
a

re
 th

a
t s

h
e

 h
a

te
d

 h
im

. T
h

is
 w

a
s
 a

 p
ie

c
e

 o
f in

fo
r-

m
a

tio
n

 th
a

t s
e

e
m

e
d

 o
f u

tm
o

s
t im

p
o

rta
n

c
e

, a
n

d
 ye

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t 

fe
e

l it. H
a

tre
d

 w
a

s
 a

 c
o

n
s
tru

c
t ra

th
e

r th
a

n
 a

n
 e

m
o

tio
n

. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 s

ta
rin

g
 a

t h
e

r in
te

n
tly

. 

“H
o

w
 d

o
 yo

u
 fe

e
l, M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

?
” h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 a
fte

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t. H
is 

s
h

a
rp

 e
ye

s
 w

e
re

 ta
k

in
g

 in
 e

ve
ry

 d
e

ta
il, s

tu
d

yin
g

 h
e

r fa
c
e

, a
n

d
 e

ye
s, 

a
n

d
 p

o
s
tu

re
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
to

o
d

 b
e

fo
re

 h
im

. H
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 h

a
d

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 s
p

a
s
-

m
in

g
; 

s
h

e
 
re

a
lis

e
d

 
w

h
e

n
 
h

e
 
g

la
n

c
e

d
 
d

o
w

n
 
a

t 
th

e
m

. 
It 

w
a

s
 
a

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 h

e
 w

e
re

 c
a

ta
lo

g
u

in
g

 h
e

r. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

e
r s

k
in

 p
ric

k
le

 w
ith

 

a
w

a
re

n
e

s
s
, a

n
d

 a
 fa

in
t s

h
ive

r ra
n

 d
o

w
n

 h
e

r s
p

in
e

, b
u

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't 

fe
e

l a
 c

o
rre

sp
o

n
d

in
g

 w
a

s
h

 o
f fe

a
r. Ju

s
t a

w
a

re
n

e
s
s
. 

“C
o

ld
,” s

h
e

 a
n

s
w

e
re

d
. “M

y b
ra

in
 fe

e
ls

 c
o

ld
. W

h
a

t d
id

 yo
u

 d
o

 to
 

m
e

?
” “It’s

 in
te

n
d

e
d

 to
 a

c
c
lim

a
tis

e
 yo

u
 to

 th
e

 e
s
ta

te
,” h

e
 s

a
id

, s
te

p
-

p
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 a
s
 h

e
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 to
 c

a
re

fu
lly

 a
p

p
ra

is
e

 h
e

r. “S
o

 th
a

t I a
m

 

n
o

 lo
n

g
e

r o
b

lig
e

d
 to

 m
o

n
ito

r yo
u

 in
 p

e
rs

o
n

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 n

o
th

in
g

. H
e

r b
ra

in
 w

a
s
 a

n
a

ly
s
in

g
. 

T
h

e
 u

n
fa

m
ilia

rity
 o

f th
e

 m
a

n
o

r u
p

s
e

t h
e

r. T
h

e
 u

n
k

n
o

w
n

. It 

m
a

d
e

 h
e

r p
a

n
ic

. T
h

e
 p

o
tio

n
 b

lo
c
k

e
d

 th
a

t. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 g

o
 w

h
e

re
ve

r 

s
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 n
o

w
. 

T
h

e
 p

o
tio

n
 b

lo
c
k

e
d

 e
ve

ryth
in

g
 s

h
e

 re
a

lis
e

d
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t s
a

d
. 

O
r a

n
g

ry. O
r a

s
h

a
m

e
d

. H
e

r g
rie

f w
a

s
 g

o
n

e
. H

e
r ra

g
e

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
—

n
o

th
in

g
. 

S
h

e
 s

im
p

ly e
xis

te
d

 in
 c

o
ld

 n
o

th
in

g
n

e
s
s
. 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 a
t M

a
lfo

y
. “Is

 th
is

 w
h

a
t it fe

e
ls

 lik
e

 to
 b

e
 yo

u
?

” 
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 “I re

a
lis

e
 th

a
t, b

e
in

g
 a

 G
ryffin

d
o

r, th
e

re
 a

re
 c

e
rta

in
 o

b
vio

u
s
 

th
in

g
s
 th

a
t yo

u
 w

ill a
lw

a
ys

 s
o

m
e

h
o

w
 fa

il to
 c

o
m

p
re

h
e

n
d

. I s
u

p
p

o
s
e

 

I s
h

o
u

ld
n

’t re
a

lly b
e

 s
u

rp
ris

e
d

 th
a

t y
o

u
 s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 m
is

s
e

d
 th

e
 im

-

p
lic

it in
s
tru

c
tio

n
 th

a
t y

o
u

 s
h

o
u

ld
 s

w
a

llo
w

 th
is

,” h
e

 s
a

id
, h

is
 m

o
u

th
 

q
u

irk
in

g
 in

 fa
in

t b
e

m
u

s
e

m
e

n
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
ro

s
s
e

d
 h

e
r a

rm
s
 s

tu
b

b
o

rn
ly

. W
h

ile
 it m

ig
h

t b
e

 s
tra

-

te
g

ic
a

lly a
d

vis
a

b
le

 to
 s

e
e

m
 d

o
c
ile

 a
n

d
 o

b
e

d
ie

n
t, a

s
 a

 fo
rm

e
r P

o
-

tio
n

s
 M

is
tre

s
s
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
 fa

r to
o

 p
a

ra
n

o
id

 to
 a

g
re

e
 to

 s
u

c
h

 a
 

th
in

g
. 

“W
h

a
t is

 it?
” s

h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

. 

M
a

lfo
y’s

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 g

re
w

 g
lo

a
tin

g
. 

“I’ll te
ll if yo

u
 s

w
a

llo
w

 e
ve

ry
 d

ro
p

 lik
e

 a
 g

o
o

d
 g

irl,” h
e

 s
a

id
, 

fla
s
h

in
g

 a
 m

a
lic

io
u

s
 s

m
irk

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

 n
o

t b
u

d
g

e
. M

a
lfo

y s
m

ile
d

 fa
in

tly
 a

s
 h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t 

h
e

r. “C
o

m
e

 h
e

re
, M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

,” h
e

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
e

d
 a

fte
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
g

la
re

d
 
a

t 
h

im
 
a

s
 
h

e
r 

u
n

w
illin

g
 
fe

e
t 

c
a

rrie
d

 
h

e
r 

a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 to
 h

im
. T

h
e

y d
id

n
’t s

to
p

 u
n

til s
h

e
 w

a
s
 m

e
re

 in
c
h

e
s
 

fro
m

 h
im

, so
 c

lo
s
e

 h
e

r ro
b

e
s
 b

ru
s
h

e
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t h

is
. 

S
h

e
 sta

re
d

 b
a

le
fu

lly d
o

w
n

 a
t h

is
 s

h
o

e
s
. 

“L
o

o
k

 a
t m

e
, M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

.” 

H
e

r c
h

in
 ra

is
e

d
 its

e
lf u

n
til s

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

ta
rin

g
 in

to
 h

is
 e

ye
s
. H

e
 

w
a

s
 s

till s
m

ilin
g

. 

“S
u

re
ly yo

u
 a

re
 a

w
a

re
 th

a
t I’m

 n
o

t g
o

in
g

 to
 k

ill yo
u

,” h
e

 s
a

id
. 

H
is

 e
ye

s
 w

e
re

 d
a

n
c
in

g
 w

ith
 c

ru
e

l a
m

u
s
e

m
e

n
t. “A

fte
r a

ll, if I w
e

re
, I 

im
a

g
in

e
 yo

u
’d

 fe
e

l o
b

lig
e

d
 to

 c
o

m
e

 ru
n

n
in

g
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 g
lo

w
e

re
d

. Y
e

s
, s

h
e

 k
n

e
w

, b
u

t p
o

is
o

n
 w

a
s
 o

n
ly o

n
e

 

o
f th

e
 in

n
u

m
e

ra
b

le
 th

in
g

s
 h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 d

o
s
e

 h
e

r w
ith

. H
e

r h
e

a
rt w

a
s
 

p
o

u
n

d
in

g
 in

 h
e

r c
h

e
s
t, a

n
d

 it m
a

d
e

 h
e

r e
a

rs
 ro

a
r. 

“O
p

e
n

 yo
u

r m
o

u
th

,” h
e

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
e

d
, u

n
s
to

p
p

e
rin

g
 th

e
 via

l 

a
n

d
 th

e
n

 p
ro

c
e

e
d

in
g

 to
 u

p
e

n
d

 it in
to

 h
e

r o
p

e
n

e
d

 m
o

u
th

. “S
w

a
llo

w
 

a
ll o

f it.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 
m

o
u

th
 
c
lo

s
e

d
, 

a
n

d
 
s
h

e
 
s
w

a
llo

w
e

d
. 

T
h

e
 
p

o
tio

n
 

ta
s
te

d
 b

itte
r, w

ith
 a

 fa
in

t tin
g

lin
g

 e
ffe

c
t o

n
 h

e
r to

n
g

u
e

 a
n

d
 th

ro
a

t 

a
s
 it s

lid
 d

o
w

n
 to

 h
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

. S
h

e
 fe

lt it p
a

u
s
e

 th
e

re
 fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t 

b
e

fo
re

 it d
is

p
e

rs
e

d
 its

e
lf in

to
 h

e
r s

ys
te

m
. 

It fe
lt lik

e
 a

n
 e

g
g

 w
a

s
 c

ra
c
k

e
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 b

a
c
k

 o
f h

e
r m

in
d

. 

S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 c

o
ld

 o
o

ze
d

 o
ve

r h
e

r c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
n

e
s
s
 u

n
til h

e
r m

in
d

 fe
lt 

e
n

tire
ly e

n
ve

lo
p

e
d

 in
s
id

e
 it. A

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 h

a
d

 p
lu

c
k

e
d

 o
u

t 

h
e

r b
ra

in
 a

n
d

 p
la

c
e

d
 it in

s
id

e
 a

 ta
n

k
 o

f ic
e

 w
a

te
r. H

e
r b

o
d

y w
a

s
 

th
e

re
, b

u
t h

e
r m

in
d

 w
a

s
—

n
o

t. It w
a

s
 lik

e
 e

xp
e

rie
n

c
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf in

 

th
ird

 p
e

rs
o

n
. 

H
e

r h
e

a
rt ra

te
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 to

 a
 s

te
a

d
y
 b

e
a

t. 
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 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt d
id

n
’t s

it u
p

. H
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 h
is

 h
e

a
d

 s
lig

h
tly a

n
d

 w
ip

e
d

 

th
e

 c
o

rn
e

r o
f h

is
 m

o
u

th
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

q
u

e
e

ze
d

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 s

h
u

t b
u

t h
e

 

d
ro

ve
 in

to
 h

e
r m

in
d

. H
is

 m
in

d
 in

s
id

e
 h

e
rs

 fe
lt lik

e
 a

 b
ra

n
d

in
g

 iro
n

. 

H
e

 
w

a
s
 

b
u

rn
in

g
 

h
e

r. 
D

a
m

a
g

in
g

 
h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 

w
a

s
 

s
c
re

a
m

in
g

 
a

n
d

 

s
c
re

a
m

in
g

 u
n

til h
e

r lu
n

g
s
 a

n
d

 th
ro

a
t g

a
ve

 o
u

t a
n

d
 s

h
e

 ju
s
t s

h
o

o
k

 

in
 a

g
o

n
y
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
t re

a
lis

e
d

 h
o

w
 m

u
c
h

 h
e

r s
h

o
c
k

 fro
m

 b
e

in
g

 

re
m

o
ve

d
 th

e
 c

e
ll h

a
d

 d
u

lle
d

 e
ve

ryth
in

g
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r it 

h
u

rtin
g

 s
o

 m
u

c
h

. O
r p

e
rh

a
p

s
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

a
s
 fe

e
lin

g
 vin

d
ic

tive
 d

u
e

 

to
 h

e
r la

c
k

 o
f p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y
. 

It w
a

s
 lik

e
 h

a
vin

g
 h

e
r c

o
n

s
c
io

u
s
n

e
ss

 fla
y
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 lo

n
g

 it la
s
te

d
. F

o
re

ve
r. S

h
e

 fe
lt lik

e
 s

h
e

 

s
h

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 d
ie

d
 s

e
ve

ra
l tim

e
s
 a

lo
n

g
 th

e
 w

a
y
. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt 
trie

d
 

b
re

a
k

in
g

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
th

e
 

m
a

g
ic

 
a

ro
u

n
d

 
h

e
r 

lo
c
k

e
d

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
 a

n
d

 w
h

e
n

 h
e

 fin
a

lly g
a

v
e

 u
p

 h
e

 p
ro

c
e

e
d

e
d

 to
 ra

v
-

a
g

e
 a

ll h
e

r re
c
e

n
t m

e
m

o
rie

s
. H

e
r a

rriva
l a

t M
a

lfo
y
 M

a
n

o
r, th

e
 firs

t 

tim
e

 M
a

lfo
y ra

p
e

d
 h

e
r in

 h
is

 ro
o

m
. A

n
d

 th
e

 s
e

c
o

n
d

 tim
e

, a
n

d
 th

e
 

th
ird

 a
n

d
 th

e
 fo

u
rth

 a
n

d
 th

e
 fifth

 a
n

d
 th

e
 s

ixth
. H

e
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r re

live
 

a
ll te

n
 o

f th
e

m
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 c

u
rio

u
s
 to

 s
e

e
 h

o
w

 M
a

lfo
y d

id
 it. 

H
e

r p
a

n
ic

 a
tta

c
k

s
. H

e
r c

o
n

ve
rs

a
tio

n
s
 w

ith
 M

a
lfo

y. H
e

r lim
ite

d
 in

te
r-

a
c
tio

n
s
 w

ith
 A

s
to

ria
. H

e
r q

u
e

stio
n

s
 a

n
d

 s
u

s
p

ic
io

n
s
 a

n
d

 s
c
h

e
m

e
s
. 

H
e

 p
o

re
d

 o
ve

r th
e

 m
o

n
th

s
 w

ith
 e

xc
e

s
s
ive

 c
ru

e
lty a

n
d

 c
u

rio
s
ity. 

H
e

 ra
ze

d
 h

e
r m

in
d

 u
n

til s
h

e
 h

u
n

g
 lim

p
. H

e
r m

u
s
c
le

s
 to

o
 w

o
rn

 

to
 e

ve
n

 s
h

a
k

e
. 

F
in

a
lly h

e
 w

ith
d

re
w

 a
n

d
 th

e
 h

a
n

d
s
 g

rip
p

in
g

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
llo

w
e

d
 

h
e

r to
 d

ro
p

 to
 th

e
 g

ro
u

n
d

, s
p

a
s
m

in
g

. 

“Y
o

u
 k

n
e

w
 th

e
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

 in
 s

c
h

o
o

l,” H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
e

a
rd

 V
o

ld
e

-

m
o

rt s
a

y a
fte

r a
 m

in
u

te
. 

“In
d

e
e

d
, M

y L
o

rd
,” M

a
lfo

y s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 fa
in

t to
n

e
 o

f d
e

ris
io

n
. 

“O
n

e
 o

f P
o

tte
r’s

 fa
v
o

u
rite

s
.” 

“S
h

e
 d

re
a

m
s
 o

f yo
u

r d
e

a
th

 q
u

ite
 d

e
sp

e
ra

te
ly. M

o
re

 th
a

n
 s

h
e

 

d
re

a
m

s
 e

ve
n

 o
f m

in
e

,” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

m
u

s
e

m
e

n
t. 

“A
 s

ig
n

 th
a

t s
h

e
 h

a
s
 a

 s
e

n
s
e

 o
f w

h
a

t is
 e

ve
n

 p
o

s
s
ib

le
,” M

a
lfo

y 

d
ra

w
le

d
. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt n
u

d
g

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
ith

 h
is

 to
e

. H
e

r vis
io

n
 k

e
p

t w
o

b
-

b
lin

g
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 va

n
is

h
in

g
 in

te
rm

itte
n

tly w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 fo
c
u

s
. It 

w
a

s
n

’t d
a

rk
n

e
ss

. It w
a

s
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 d

id
n

’t k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 to

 s
e

e
 

a
n

ym
o

re
. 

“S
h

e
 is

 c
le

ve
r. I tru

s
t yo

u
 a

re
 k

e
e

p
in

g
 h

e
r w

e
ll in

 h
a

n
d

, H
ig

h
 

R
e

e
ve

.” 

“O
f c

o
u

rs
e

, M
y L

o
rd

. Y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 I s

u
c
c
e

e
d

 in
 w

h
a

te
ve

r yo
u

 s
e

t 

m
e

 to
.” 
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 “In

d
e

e
d

,” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
a

id
. “It h

a
s
 b

e
e

n
 a

 lo
n

g
 tim

e
 s

in
c
e

 yo
u

 

h
a

ve
 c

a
u

s
e

d
 m

e
 a

n
y d

is
a

p
p

o
in

tm
e

n
t.” 

“I a
m

 vo
w

e
d

 to
 yo

u
, M

y
 L

o
rd

.” 

“Y
o

u
 a

re
 a

w
a

re
 th

a
t s

h
e

 is
 d

a
n

g
e

ro
u

s
,” V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt s

a
id

 a
n

d
 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt m

a
g

ic
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly

 d
ra

g
 h

e
r u

p
 o

ff th
e

 flo
o

r a
n

d
 s

h
e

 

h
u

n
g

 s
u

s
p

e
n

d
e

d
 a

s
 h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
e

r, h
is

 fa
c
e

 tw
is

te
d

 w
ith

 d
is

ta
s
te

. 

“S
h

e
 is

 lyin
g

 in
 w

a
it to

 fin
d

 a
 w

e
a

k
n

e
s
s
 to

 e
xp

lo
it.” 

“Y
o

u
 h

a
v
e

 h
a

d
 h

e
r c

a
re

fu
lly

 c
a

g
e

d
. Y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 I w
ill n

o
t fa

il 

yo
u

,” M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

 re
sp

e
c
tfu

lly
. 

“I w
a

n
t h

e
r p

re
g

n
a

n
t,” V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt s

a
id

 w
ith

 a
 fo

rc
e

fu
l h

is
s
. 

T
h

e
n

, a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 it w
e

re
 a

n
 a

fte
rth

o
u

g
h

t, h
e

 a
d

d
e

d
, “It c

o
n

c
e

rn
s
 m

e
 

th
a

t th
e

 M
a

lfo
y lin

e
 is

 w
ith

o
u

t a
n

 h
e

ir.” 

“O
f c

o
u

rs
e

, M
y
 L

o
rd

, A
s
to

ria
 a

n
d

 I h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 c
a

re
fu

l to
 fo

llo
w

 

a
ll o

f H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

’s
 in

s
tru

c
tio

n
s
,” s

a
id

 M
a

lfo
y. 

“V
e

ry w
e

ll,” V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
a

id
, s

in
k

in
g

 fu
rth

e
r in

to
 h

is
 th

ro
n

e
 a

n
d

 

d
a

b
b

in
g

 th
e

 c
o

rn
e

r o
f h

is
 m

o
u

th
 a

g
a

in
. “R

e
tu

rn
 h

e
r to

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r 

th
e

n
.” 

M
a

lfo
y b

o
w

e
d

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 g
rip

p
e

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 b

y h
e

r a
rm

 fro
m

 

w
h

e
re

 s
h

e
 h

u
n

g
 s

u
s
p

e
n

d
e

d
. T

h
e

 m
a

g
ic

 h
o

ld
in

g
 h

e
r re

le
a

s
e

d
 a

n
d

 

s
h

e
 fe

ll a
g

a
in

s
t h

im
. H

e
 g

rim
a

c
e

d
 in

 o
b

vio
u

s
 d

is
ta

s
te

 a
n

d
 p

ro
c
e

e
d

 

to
 d

ra
g

 h
e

r o
u

t o
f th

e
 h

a
ll a

n
d

 a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 th

e
 c

lo
y
in

g
, o

p
p

re
ss

ive
 

n
e

s
t o

f d
a

rk
 m

a
g

ic
.   

W
h

e
n

 th
e

y w
e

re
 h

a
lfw

a
y
 d

o
w

n
 s

o
m

e
 h

a
llw

a
y M

a
lfo

y s
h

o
ve

d
 

h
e

r a
g

a
in

s
t a

 w
a

ll a
n

d
 re

le
a

s
e

d
 h

e
r. S

h
e

 s
lid

 h
a

lfw
a

y
 d

o
w

n
 it a

n
d

 

ra
is

e
d

 h
e

r s
h

a
k

in
g

 h
a

n
d

s
 u

p
 to

 w
ip

e
 a

w
a

y
 th

e
 te

a
rs

 c
ru

s
tin

g
 o

n
 h

e
r 

c
h

e
e

k
s
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
till b

a
re

ly s
e

e
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 b
lin

d
in

g
 p

a
in

 in
 h

e
r 

m
in

d
. 

“D
rin

k
 th

is
,” h

e
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

, s
lip

p
in

g
 a

 via
l o

f a
 c

o
m

m
o

n
 p

a
in

 

re
lie

f p
o

tio
n

 in
to

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

. “O
th

e
rw

is
e

 yo
u

’ll b
la

c
k

 o
u

t w
h

e
n

 I a
p

-

p
a

ra
te

 yo
u

 a
n

d
 it w

ill a
d

d
 c

o
n

s
id

e
ra

b
ly

 to
 yo

u
r re

c
o

ve
ry

 tim
e

.” 

S
h

e
 s

w
a

llo
w

e
d

 it, fa
irly c

e
rta

in
 h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t g
o

in
g

 to
 p

o
is

o
n

 h
e

r. 

“D
id

 th
a

t e
ve

r h
a

p
p

e
n

 to
 yo

u
?
” s

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
s
k

in
g

, w
h

e
n

 

th
e

 p
a

in
 b

e
g

a
n

 e
a

s
in

g
 s

o
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
p

e
a

k
 a

g
a

in
 a

n
d

 h
is

 fa
c
e

 s
lo

w
ly 

s
w

a
m

 in
to

 fo
c
u

s
. 

M
a

lfo
y e

ye
d

 h
e

r fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t.  “M

o
re

 th
a

n
 o

n
c
e

,” h
e

 s
a

id
. “M

y 

tra
in

in
g

 w
a

s
 rig

o
ro

u
s
.” 

S
h

e
 n

o
d

d
e

d
. 

“W
a

s
 th

a
t a

fte
r fifth

 ye
a

r?
” s

h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

 lo
o

k
in

g
 u

p
 a

t h
im

. T
h

e
 

p
a

in
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 fa
d

e
 s

o
m

e
w

h
a

t w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 fo

c
u

s
e

d
 o

n
 th

e
 q

u
e

s
-

tio
n

.“Y
e

s
,” h

e
 sa

id
 it in

 a
 c

lip
p

e
d

 to
n

e
. 

“Y
o

u
r a

u
n

t?
” 

“H
m

m
,” h

e
 h

u
m

m
e

d
 in

 c
o

n
firm

a
tio

n
, h

is
 e

ye
s
 n

a
rro

w
e

d
. 
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th

e
 o

n
ly lo

o
p

h
o

le
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

u
rre

n
tly h

a
d

 to
 e

xp
lo

it. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 d

o
 

th
in

g
s
 w

ith
 th

e
 in

te
n

tio
n

 o
f e

s
c
a

p
in

g
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 re
vie

w
e

d
 e

ve
ryth

in
g

 s
h

e
 k

n
e

w
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 

c
a

re
fu

lly. H
a

n
n

a
h

 h
a

d
 m

a
d

e
 n

o
 m

e
n

tio
n

 o
f a

n
yo

n
e

 e
ve

r g
e

ttin
g

 

th
e

m
 o

ff d
e

sp
ite

 w
h

a
te

ve
r la

xn
e

ss
 o

r c
a

m
a

ra
d

e
rie

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 d

e
ve

l-

o
p

e
d

 w
ith

 th
e

 g
o

s
s
ip

in
g

 g
u

a
rd

s
. T

h
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 h

a
d

 a
 tra

c
e

 in
 th

e
m

 

b
u

t ra
th

e
r th

a
n

 ju
s
t g

e
t s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 to
 ta

k
e

 th
e

m
 o

ff, A
n

g
e

lin
a

 h
a

d
 

a
tte

m
p

te
d

 to
 s

te
a

l th
e

 tra
c
e

. 

Q
u

ite
 a

 n
u

m
b

e
r o

f p
e

o
p

le
 h

a
d

 m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 to

 e
s
c
a

p
e

 H
o

g
w

a
rts

. 

A
ll th

e
 p

e
o

p
le

 M
a

lfo
y
 h

a
d

 k
ille

d
. N

o
 o

n
e

 h
a

d
 e

ve
r s

u
c
c
e

s
s
fu

lly e
s
-

c
a

p
e

d
 e

n
tire

ly b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 n
o

n
e

 o
f th

e
m

 c
o

u
ld

 g
e

t th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 o

ff. 

W
h

a
t h

a
d

 H
a

n
n

a
h

 s
a

id
?

 U
n

le
ss

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 c
u

t h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 

o
ff, s

h
e

’d
 n

e
ve

r e
sc

a
p

e
. 

H
o

w
 d

id
 th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 c

o
m

e
 o

ff?
 

T
w

o
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
 h

a
d

 c
o

m
e

 to
 H

o
g

w
a

rts
 th

e
 d

a
y
 th

e
 n

e
w

 o
n

e
s 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 p

u
t o

n
. Y

a
xle

y a
n

d
 R

o
w

le
. T

h
e

y h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 c

a
lle

d
 u

p
 w

h
e

n
 

th
e

 g
u

a
rd

s
 s

ta
rte

d
 s

tu
n

n
in

g
 a

ll th
e

 w
o

m
e

n
, a

n
d

 th
e

y’d
 b

e
e

n
 g

o
n

e
 

w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
’d

 b
e

e
n

 re
n

n
e

rva
te

d
. 

O
n

ly D
e

a
th

 
E

a
te

rs
 
b

e
a

rin
g

 a
 
D

a
rk

 M
a

rk
 c

o
u

ld
 re

m
o

ve
 th

e
 

m
a

n
a

c
le

s
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 tw
o

 o
p

tio
n

s
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 to

 fin
d

 a
 w

a
y
 to

 m
a

k
e

 M
a

lfo
y 

e
ith

e
r k

ill h
e

r o
r h

e
lp

 h
e

r to
 e

sc
a

p
e

. T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 n

o
 o

p
tio

n
s
 th

a
t 

e
xc

lu
d

e
d

 h
im

. It d
id

n
’t m

a
tte

r if th
e

 M
a

n
o

r h
a

d
 a

n
 e

n
tire

 s
e

t o
f 

c
a

m
p

in
g

 g
e

a
r, a

 b
a

s
k

e
t o

f p
o

rtk
e

y
s
, a

n
d

 a
 w

e
a

p
o

n
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
o

m
e

-

h
o

w
 to

u
c
h

, it w
o

u
ld

 a
ll b

e
 u

s
e

le
s
s
 to

 h
e

r if s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t g
e

t th
e

 

m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 o

ff. 

S
h

e
 s

n
a

rle
d

 q
u

ie
tly

 to
 h

e
rs

e
lf in

 fru
s
tra

tio
n

 a
n

d
 ro

lle
d

 o
ve

r a
n

d
 

s
ta

rte
d

 d
o

in
g

 p
u

s
h

-u
p

s
 u

n
til s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t lift h

e
rs

e
lf o

ff th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
 

a
n

y m
o

re
. 

S
h

e
 ro

lle
d

 o
n

to
 h

e
r b

a
c
k

 a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t th
e

 c
e

ilin
g

. 

D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y
, w

h
e

re
 is

 th
e

 c
h

in
k

 in
 y

o
u

r p
e

rfe
c
t a

rm
o

u
r?

 

A
s
 if o

n
 c

u
e

 th
e

 d
o

o
r o

p
e

n
e

d
 a

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y w

a
lk

e
d

 in
. S

h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 

h
e

r h
e

a
d

 to
 lo

o
k

 a
t h

im
, s

till to
o

 tire
d

 to
 try d

ra
g

g
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf o

ff th
e

 

flo
o

r. H
e

 s
ta

re
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r, s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 flic
k

e
rin

g
 in

 h
is

 e
ye

s
 a

fte
r 

a
 m

o
m

e
n

t. 

“A
 M

u
g

g
le

 th
in

g
, I’ll a

s
s
u

m
e

,” h
e

 sa
id

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 ro
lle

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 a

n
d

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 s

ta
n

d
 u

p
. S

h
e

 

fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

r w
h

o
le

 b
o

d
y
 w

e
re

 m
a

d
e

 o
f je

lly. 

H
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 ro
o

m
. H

is
 e

ye
s
 la

n
d

e
d

 o
n

 th
e

 via
l o

f 

p
o

tio
n

 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 re
fu

s
e

d
 to

 ta
k

e
 e

a
rlie

r. H
e

 s
u

m
m

o
n

e
d

 it 

a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 w
a

n
d

le
ss

ly a
n

d
 c

a
u

g
h

t it d
e

ftly in
 h

is
 rig

h
t h

a
n

d
. 
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fe
lt. S

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 h

e
r k

n
u

c
k

le
s to

 s
p

lit a
n

d
 b

le
e

d
 a

n
d

 fe
e

l th
e

 p
a

in
 

in
 h

e
r m

e
ta

c
a

rp
a

l b
o

n
e

s
, th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r p
a

lm
s
 a

n
d

 in
to

 h
e

r w
ris

ts
…

 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

e
sp

e
ra

te
 to

 fe
e

l s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 o

th
e

r th
a

n
 th

e
 e

m
o

tio
n

a
l a

g
-

o
n

y
 s

h
e

 fe
lt s

h
e

 w
a

s
 d

ro
w

n
in

g
 in

. 

B
u

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 c

irc
u

m
ve

n
tin

g
 th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 in

 va
rio

u
s
 w

a
y
s
. 

T
h

e
 c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
 w

e
n

t b
e

yo
n

d
 m

e
re

ly n
o

t s
c
re

a
m

in
g

 o
r s

p
e

a
k

-

in
g

 u
n

le
ss

 s
p

o
k

e
n

 to
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t b

e
 lo

u
d

 b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 c

o
m

-

m
a

n
d

e
d

 
to

 
b

e
 
q

u
ie

t. 
S

h
e

 
c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

b
a

n
g

 
a

 
d

o
o

r 
o

r 
s
to

m
p

. 
A

n
y 

m
e

th
o

d
 th

a
t o

c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 m

a
k

e
 n

o
is

e
; w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 d

o
 it, s

h
e

 

w
a

s
 s

to
p

p
e

d
. 

T
h

a
t w

a
s
 w

h
e

n
 it b

e
g

a
n

 to
 d

a
w

n
 o

n
 h

e
r th

a
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

ls
o

 th
e

 

o
n

e
 c

o
n

tro
llin

g
 th

e
 c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
s
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

 to
 b

e
 q

u
ie

t. 

It w
a

s
 h

e
r a

w
a

re
n

e
s
s
 o

f b
e

in
g

 u
n

q
u

ie
t th

a
t a

c
tiva

te
d

 th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
. 

A
n

yth
in

g
 

th
a

t 
s
h

e
 

c
o

n
s
id

e
re

d
 

lo
u

d
, 

re
sis

tin
g

, 
d

is
o

b
e

d
ie

n
t, 

s
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

n
’t d

o
. 

T
h

a
t w

a
s
 w

h
y
 H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 s
o

 c
o

n
c
e

rn
e

d
 w

ith
 e

n
-

s
u

rin
g

 th
e

 m
e

n
ta

l s
ta

b
ility

 o
f a

ll th
e

 g
irls

. If th
e

y lo
s
t th

e
ir m

in
d

s
, 

th
e

 c
o

m
p

u
ls

io
n

s
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t c
o

n
tro

l th
e

m
. T

h
a

t w
a

s
 w

h
y
 th

e
 s

c
re

a
m

-

in
g

 g
irl h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
b

le
 to

 a
tta

c
k

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
. 

T
h

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 w

e
re

 a
s
 lim

itle
ss

 in
 th

e
ir re

s
tric

tio
n

s
 a

s
 H

e
rm

i-

o
n

e
’s

 c
re

a
tivity

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 trie
d

 to
 fo

c
u

s
 o

n
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
 a

s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 

s
to

m
p

 h
e

r fe
e

t o
r s

la
m

 a
 d

o
o

r. P
e

rfo
rm

in
g

 m
e

n
ta

l a
rith

m
a

n
c
y
. 

M
e

n
ta

lly re
c
itin

g
 th

e
 re

c
ip

e
 fo

r a
 D

ra
u

g
h

t o
f P

e
a

c
e

. T
h

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 

s
till a

c
tiva

te
d

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 ru
n

 o
u

t o
f n

e
w

 id
e

a
s
 a

b
o

u
t h

o
w

 to
 try c

irc
u

m
ve

n
tin

g
 

th
e

m
. 

S
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

w
a

y fro
m

 th
e

 s
n

o
w

y la
n

d
s
c
a

p
e

 a
n

d
 b

e
g

a
n

 e
xe

r-

c
is

in
g

 in
 h

e
r ro

o
m

. It h
a

d
 fe

lt a
w

k
w

a
rd

 w
ith

 th
e

 a
tte

n
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 

p
o

rtra
it b

u
t a

fte
r n

e
a

rly
 a

 m
o

n
th

, sh
e

 n
o

 lo
n

g
e

r c
a

re
d

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
 tire

d
 o

f th
in

k
in

g
 a

n
d

 d
e

sp
a

irin
g

 a
fre

s
h

. 

N
o

t th
a

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

to
p

 h
e

rs
e

lf fro
m

 th
in

k
in

g
 e

ve
n

 a
s
 s

h
e

 s
lo

t-

te
d

 h
e

r fe
e

t u
n

d
e

r th
e

 w
a

rd
ro

b
e

 a
n

d
 b

e
g

a
n

 d
o

in
g

 s
it-u

p
s
 u

n
til h

e
r 

a
b

d
o

m
in

a
l m

u
s
c
le

s
 fe

lt lik
e

 th
e

y h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 in

je
c
te

d
 w

ith
 a

c
id

. A
t 

le
a

s
t it w

a
s
 a

 w
a

y
 o

f d
ire

c
tin

g
 h

e
r ra

g
e

. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
n

’t b
e

 a
b

le
 to

 k
ill M

a
lfo

y
. T

h
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 m

a
d

e
 it im

-

p
o

s
s
ib

le
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
s
c
a

p
e

 o
n

 h
e

r o
w

n
 e

ith
e

r. 

U
m

b
rid

g
e

 
h

a
d

n
’t 

e
ve

n
 

b
o

th
e

re
d

 
w

ith
 

la
yin

g
 
a

 
c
o

m
p

u
ls

io
n

 

a
g

a
in

s
t e

s
c
a

p
in

g
. T

h
a

t w
a

s
 h

o
w

 c
e

rta
in

 s
h

e
 a

n
d

 H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 

w
e

re
 th

a
t th

e
 g

irls
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t g
e

t th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 o

ff. T
h

a
t d

e
ta

il w
a

s
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 T
h

e
y w

e
re

 b
o

th
 s

ta
rin

g
 a

t e
a

c
h

 o
th

e
r in

te
n

tly. H
e

 fe
lt lik

e
 th

e
 

o
n

ly
 th

in
g

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

. 

“N
o

t th
e

 o
n

ly th
in

g
 y

o
u

 le
a

rn
e

d
 th

a
t s

u
m

m
e

r,” s
h

e
 n

o
te

d
. H

is
 

e
ye

s
 w

id
e

n
e

d
 in

c
re

m
e

n
ta

lly
. 

“A
re

 yo
u

 n
e

e
d

in
g

 a
 c

o
n

fe
s
s
io

n
 fo

r s
o

m
e

th
in

g
?

 S
h

o
u

ld
 I te

ll yo
u

 

e
ve

ryth
in

g
 I’ve

 d
o

n
e

?
” h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 in
 a

 c
a

re
fu

l d
ra

w
l. H

e
 d

re
w

 c
lo

s
e

r 

s
o

 th
a

t h
e

 to
w

e
re

d
 a

b
o

ve
 h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf n

o
t to

 s
h

rin
k

 o
r c

o
w

e
r d

o
w

n
 fu

rth
e

r th
a

n
 

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

lre
a

d
y s

lu
m

p
e

d
. S

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 u
p

 in
to

 h
is

 e
ye

s
. A

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
 

ro
s
e

 to
 h

e
r lip

s
 a

n
d

 s
h

e
 fe

lt s
o

m
e

h
o

w
 th

a
t it w

a
s
 vita

l th
a

t s
h

e
 a

s
k

 

it. 

“D
o

 yo
u

 w
a

n
t to

?
” s

h
e

 s
a

id
. 

H
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 c

o
n

s
id

e
rin

g
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

. 

T
h

e
n

 h
is

 e
ye

s
 g

re
w

 flin
ty a

n
d

 h
e

 ste
p

p
e

d
 b

a
c
k

. 

“W
h

y w
o

u
ld

 I w
a

n
t to

 ta
lk

 to
 yo

u
 a

b
o

u
t a

n
yth

in
g

, M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
?
” 

h
e

 sa
id

 c
o

ld
ly

, g
ra

s
p

in
g

 h
e

r b
y th

e
 a

rm
 a

n
d

 d
ra

g
g

in
g

 h
e

r d
o

w
n

 th
e

 

h
a

llw
a

y to
 th

e
 a

p
p

a
ritio

n
 p

o
in

t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 b

ra
in

 s
till fe

lt c
ru

s
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 d

a
m

a
g

e
d

. W
h

e
n

 M
a

l-

fo
y
 a

p
p

a
ra

te
d

 b
a

c
k

 in
to

 h
e

r ro
o

m
 th

e
 s

q
u

e
e

zin
g

 s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 o
n

 h
e

r 

h
e

a
d

 m
a

d
e

 h
e

r c
ry o

u
t a

n
d

 c
o

lla
p

s
e

, vo
m

itin
g

 a
s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 re
a

p
-

p
e

a
re

d
. 

H
e

 s
to

o
d

 s
tiffly, s

ta
rin

g
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r a
n

d
 b

a
n

is
h

e
d

 th
e

 m
e

s
s 

fro
m

 th
e

 flo
o

r w
h

ile
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 fig

h
t o

ff th
e

 e
n

d
le

s
s
 w

a
ve

s
 o

f n
a

u
-

s
e

a
. “G

o
 to

 b
e

d
. Y

o
u

 h
a

v
e

 tw
o

 d
a

ys
 to

 re
c
o

ve
r b

e
fo

re
 I’ll e

xp
e

c
t yo

u
 

to
 b

e
 w

a
lk

in
g

 a
g

a
in

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 b

e
fo

re
 tu

rn
in

g
 to

 le
a

ve
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 

h
a

ve
 g

la
re

d
 a

t h
im

 if s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 in
te

rru
p

te
d

 h
e

r b
o

d
y’s

 c
o

m
-

p
u

ls
ive

 d
ry

 h
e

a
vin

g
. 

W
h

e
n

 h
e

r b
o

d
y fin

a
lly b

e
c
a

m
e

 c
o

n
vin

c
e

d
 th

a
t th

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

b
s
o

-

lu
te

ly n
o

th
in

g
 in

 h
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

 le
ft to

 e
xp

e
l H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

ra
w

le
d

 in
to

 

b
e

d
 a

n
d

 c
ra

d
le

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 in

 h
e

r a
rm

s
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t s
u

re
 w

h
e

n
 tw

o
 d

a
ys

 p
a

s
s
e

d
. S

h
e

 s
le

p
t lik

e
 a

 d
e

a
d

 

th
in

g
 a

n
d

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t h

a
v
e

 s
a

id
 w

h
e

th
e

r it h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 h

o
u

rs
 o

r d
a

ys
 

w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 fin

a
lly

 w
o

k
e

 w
ith

o
u

t a
 m

ig
ra

in
e

. 

W
h

ile
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 p

o
k

in
g

 a
t b

re
a

k
fa

s
t M

a
lfo

y
 s

tro
d

e
 in

. 

S
h

e
 g

la
re

d
 a

t h
im

 su
lle

n
ly fro

m
 th

e
 b

e
d

. 

“S
e

a
s
o

n
's

 g
re

e
tin

g
s
, M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

,” h
e

 d
ra

w
le

d
. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
im

 in
 m

ild
 s

u
rp

ris
e

. 

“A
s
 
a

 
C

h
ris

tm
a

s
 
g

ift 
to

 m
ys

e
lf, I 

h
a

v
e

 d
e

c
id

e
d

 to
 
e

n
d

 th
e

 

w
e

e
k

ly ritu
a

l o
f re

p
la

c
in

g
 a

ll y
o

u
r s

h
o

e
s
. It s

h
o

u
ld

 a
rrive

 to
m

o
rro

w
. 

P
le

a
s
e

 d
o

 n
o

t in
te

rp
re

t it a
s
 a

 s
ig

n
 o

f m
y
 a

ffe
c
tio

n
,” h

e
 s

a
id

 a
n

d
 

c
h

u
c
k

le
d

 fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t. T

h
e

n
 h

is
 fa

c
e

 g
re

w
 c

o
ld

 a
s
 h

e
 w

a
lk

e
d
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c
lo

s
e

r. “It’s
 b

e
e

n
 th

re
e

 d
a

ys
 a

n
d

 yo
u

 h
a

v
e

n
’t le

ft yo
u

r ro
o

m
. I h

o
p

e
 

yo
u

’re
 n

o
t g

o
in

g
 to

 in
c
o

n
ve

n
ie

n
c
e

 m
e

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt to

o
 ill to

 fe
e

l a
fra

id
 o

f M
a

lfo
y. 

“I h
a

v
e

 n
o

 w
a

y
 o

f k
n

o
w

in
g

 w
h

a
t th

e
 d

a
te

 is
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 fla

t 

vo
ic

e
. “P

e
rh

a
p

s
 g

ivin
g

 m
e

 a
 c

a
le

n
d

a
r c

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

n
 a

d
d

itio
n

a
l p

re
-

s
e

n
t fo

r yo
u

rs
e

lf.” 

H
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r. 

“It d
id

n
’t o

c
c
u

r to
 y

o
u

 to
 ju

s
t a

s
k

 a
n

 e
lf?

” h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

 a
fte

r a
 m

o
-

m
e

n
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
 a

n
d

 fe
lt u

n
w

a
n

te
d

 te
a

rs
 o

f h
u

m
ilia

-

tio
n

 p
ric

k
 a

t th
e

 c
o

rn
e

r o
f h

e
r e

ye
s
. H

e
r m

o
u

th
 tw

is
te

d
 a

s
 s

h
e

 

fo
u

g
h

t n
o

t to
 s

n
a

rl o
r c

ry
. 

“I c
a

n
’t s

p
e

a
k

 u
n

le
ss

 s
p

o
k

e
n

 to
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 s

tiffly. 

M
a

lfo
y fro

ze
 a

n
d

 w
a

s
 s

ile
n

t fo
r a

 s
u

rp
ris

in
g

ly lo
n

g
 tim

e
. A

n
 in

-

d
e

c
ip

h
e

ra
b

le
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n
 rip

p
le

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 h

is
 fa

c
e

 b
e

fo
re

 h
e

 b
lin

k
e

d
 

a
n

d
 la

u
g

h
e

d
 fa

in
tly

. 

“A
n

d
 h

e
re

 I th
o

u
g

h
t it w

a
s
 a

n
 e

lf rig
h

ts
 th

in
g

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 

s
m

irk
. H

is
 e

ye
s
 s

till lo
o

k
e

d
 s

lig
h

tly fro
ze

n
. “I’ll s

e
n

d
 a

n
 e

lf la
te

r a
n

d
 

s
e

e
 if yo

u
 c

a
n

 s
p

e
a

k
 if it in

itia
te

s
.” 

H
e

 s
p

u
n

 o
n

 h
is

 h
e

e
l a

n
d

 w
a

lk
e

d
 o

u
t w

ith
o

u
t a

n
o

th
e

r w
o

rd
. 

W
h

e
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fin
is

h
e

d
 p

ic
k

in
g

 a
t h

e
r fo

o
d

 a
n

 e
lf a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 

to
 ta

k
e

 th
e

 d
is

h
e

s
 a

w
a

y. 

“M
a

s
te

r is
 w

a
n

tin
g

 to
 k

n
o

w
 if y

o
u

 is
 n

e
e

d
in

g
 a

n
yth

in
g

,” it s
a

id
, 

a
v
o

id
in

g
 h

e
r g

a
ze

. 

“A
 c

a
le

n
d

a
r th

a
t in

d
ic

a
te

s th
e

 d
a

te
, if th

a
t is

 p
o

s
s
ib

le
. A

n
d

—
a

 

b
o

o
k

, a
b

o
u

t a
n

y
th

in
g

.” 

T
h

e
 h

o
u

s
e

 e
lf lo

o
k

e
d

 u
n

c
o

m
fo

rta
b

le
. 

“I c
a

n
 b

e
 g

e
ttin

g
 yo

u
 a

 c
a

le
n

d
a

r. B
u

t M
is

tre
s
s
 w

a
s
 s

a
yin

 th
e

 

M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 is

n
’t to

 s
u

lly
 a

n
y
 M

a
lfo

y
 b

o
o

k
s
 a

n
d

 h
a

d
 th

e
m

 h
e

xe
d

 s
o

 

th
e

ys
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 b

u
rn

in
g

 y
o

u
r d

irty
 b

lo
o

d
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

w
a

y a
s
 h

e
r c

h
e

s
t tig

h
te

n
e

d
. S

h
e

 b
it h

e
r lip

 

s
o

 it w
o

u
ld

n
’t tre

m
b

le
. O

f c
o

u
rs

e
 M

a
lfo

y o
r A

s
to

ria
 w

o
u

ld
 d

o
 s

o
m

e
-

th
in

g
 s

p
ite

fu
l lik

e
 sp

e
c
ific

a
lly

 re
stric

t h
e

r fro
m

 re
a

d
in

g
. 

“N
e

ve
rm

in
d

 th
e

n
,” s

h
e

 sa
id

 q
u

ie
tly

. 

“Y
o

u
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e
 h

a
v
in

g
 th

e
 D

a
ily

 P
ro

p
h

e
t, if y

o
u

 is
 w

a
n

tin
g

 it,” 

th
e

 e
lf o

ffe
re

d
. 

“T
h

a
t—

w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 n
ic

e
,” s

a
id

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 u
n

w
illin

g
 to

 le
t h

e
rs

e
lf 

fe
e

l h
o

p
e

fu
l a

b
o

u
t it. 

“Is
 th

e
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

 w
a

n
tin

g
 a

n
yth

in
g

 e
ls

e
?
” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 m

o
u

th
 tw

itc
h

e
d

. S
h

e
 a

lm
o

s
t a

s
k

e
d

 th
e

 e
lf to

 c
a

ll 

h
e

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t h

a
d

 a
n

y
o

n
e

 c
a

ll h
e

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
in

c
e

—

s
in

c
e

—
 

It w
a

s
 h

a
rd

 to
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r. 
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 S
h

e
 re

ste
d

 h
e

r c
h

e
e

k
 a

g
a

in
s
t th

e
 g

la
s
s
 a

n
d

 fe
lt fre

sh
ly a

w
a

s
h

 

in
 d

e
sp

a
ir. 

E
ve

n
 if s

h
e

 m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 to

 c
o

n
q

u
e

r h
e

r a
g

o
ra

p
h

o
b

ia
, th

a
t w

a
s
 

b
a

re
ly e

ve
n

 a
 s

ta
rt. N

o
 m

a
tte

r w
h

a
t lie

s
 s

h
e

 w
h

is
p

e
re

d
 to

 h
e

rs
e

lf. 

T
h

e
 tru

th
 w

a
s
 th

a
t s

h
e

 re
m

a
in

e
d

 e
n

tire
ly a

t a
 lo

s
s
 a

b
o

u
t h

o
w

 to
 

a
c
c
o

m
p

lis
h

 a
n

yth
in

g
 m

o
re

. 

S
h

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r w
ris

ts
. 

S
h

e
’d

 b
e

e
n

 c
o

n
s
id

e
rin

g
 a

n
d

 e
xp

e
rim

e
n

tin
g

 w
ith

 th
e

ir a
b

ilitie
s 

fo
r th

e
 la

s
t s

e
ve

ra
l d

a
ys

. E
ve

r s
in

c
e

 M
a

lfo
y
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
b

le
 to

 o
ve

r-

rid
e

 h
e

r a
g

o
ra

p
h

o
b

ia
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 s

ta
rte

d
 to

 a
n

a
lys

e
 m

o
re

 c
a

re
fu

lly 

h
o

w
 th

e
 c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
s
 w

o
rk

e
d

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 b
a

ffle
d

 o
ve

r h
o

w
 th

e
y c

o
u

ld
 b

e
 s

o
 p

o
w

e
rfu

l. 

S
h

e
’d

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 va

rio
u

s
 d

a
rk

 a
rtifa

c
ts

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 w
a

r. T
h

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 

w
e

re
 u

n
lik

e
 a

n
yth

in
g

 s
h

e
’d

 e
n

c
o

u
n

te
re

d
. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 h

e
r e

xp
e

rim
e

n
ts

 b
y tryin

g
 to

 d
is

o
b

e
y th

e
 c

o
m

p
u

l-

s
io

n
 o

f q
u

ie
tn

e
ss

 b
y
 a

tte
m

p
tin

g
 to

 s
c
re

a
m

. T
h

e
 c

o
n

c
e

p
t w

a
s
 le

s
s 

re
s
tric

tive
 th

a
n

 o
b

e
d

ie
n

c
e

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

llo
w

e
d

 to
 m

a
k

e
 n

o
is

e
 a

n
d

 

s
p

e
a

k
 w

h
e

n
 s

p
o

k
e

n
 to

. It s
e

e
m

e
d

 lik
e

 th
e

 e
a

s
ie

st o
n

e
 to

 try to
 o

ve
r-

c
o

m
e

. S
h

e
’d

 th
o

u
g

h
t th

a
t if s

h
e

 fo
u

g
h

t h
a

rd
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 

fo
rc

e
 h

e
r w

a
y
 th

ro
u

g
h

 b
y s

h
e

e
r w

illp
o

w
e

r, in
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
 m

a
n

n
e

r th
a

t 

s
tro

n
g

-m
in

d
e

d
 in

d
ivid

u
a

ls
 c

o
u

ld
 e

ve
n

tu
a

lly
 th

ro
w

 o
ff th

e
 Im

p
e

rio
. 

S
h

e
 
w

a
s
 
fa

irly 
s
u

re
 
s
h

e
 
q

u
a

lifie
d

 
a

s
 
a

t 
le

a
s
t 

a
 
s
o

m
e

w
h

a
t 

s
tro

n
g

-m
in

d
e

d
 in

d
ivid

u
a

l. 

W
h

e
n

 
s
h

e
 
trie

d
 
to

 
o

p
e

n
 
h

e
r 

m
o

u
th

 
to

 
s
c
re

a
m

, 
s
h

e
 
ju

s
t—

s
to

p
p

e
d

. It d
id

n
’t m

a
tte

r h
o

w
 h

a
rd

 s
h

e
 fo

u
g

h
t to

 fo
rc

e
 s

o
u

n
d

 o
u

t. 

S
h

e
 stru

g
g

le
d

 u
n

til th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s b
e

g
a

n
 g

ro
w

in
g

 h
o

t. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t b
e

a
t th

e
m

. 

E
ve

n
tu

a
lly s

h
e

 h
a

d
 c

o
lla

p
s
e

d
 o

n
to

 th
e

 flo
o

r, d
ra

in
e

d
 to

 th
e

 

p
o

in
t th

a
t s

h
e

 stru
g

g
le

d
 to

 re
m

a
in

 c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
. 

A
s
 s

h
e

 la
y
 th

e
re

, w
a

tc
h

in
g

 th
e

 ro
o

m
 s

w
im

 b
e

fo
re

 h
e

r e
ye

s
, s

h
e

 

b
e

g
a

n
 to

 re
a

lis
e

 th
e

 re
a

s
o

n
 th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 w

e
re

 s
o

 p
o

w
e

rfu
l. T

h
e

y 

w
e

re
 u

s
in

g
 h

e
r m

a
g

ic
. W

iza
rd

in
g

 fo
lk

s
 h

a
d

 n
o

 m
o

re
 a

b
ility to

 s
te

m
 

th
e

 
m

a
g

ic
 

in
s
id

e
 
th

e
m

 
th

a
n

 
th

e
y 

c
o

u
ld

 
tu

rn
 

o
ff 

th
e

ir 
a

d
re

n
a

l 

g
la

n
d

s
. W

h
a

te
ve

r e
ffo

rt s
h

e
 p

o
u

re
d

 in
to

 o
ve

rp
o

w
e

rin
g

 th
e

 m
a

n
a

-

c
le

s
, th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 h

a
d

 in
 e

q
u

a
l m

e
a

s
u

re
 to

 re
p

re
ss

 h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
ve

n
 s

c
re

a
m

 o
r ra

g
e

 w
ith

 fru
s
tra

tio
n

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 

re
a

lis
e

d
 it. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 s

o
 m

u
c
h

 fu
ry

 in
s
id

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf s

h
e

 fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 

s
h

e
 m

ig
h

t b
u

rs
t in

to
 fla

m
e

s
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 b

re
a

k
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

. S
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 u

s
e

 m
a

g
ic

 

a
n

d
 m

a
k

e
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 e
xp

lo
d

e
. S

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 d
o

 s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 th

a
t 

w
o

u
ld

 h
u

rt. 

S
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 p

u
n

c
h

 a
 m

irro
r th

e
 w

a
y
 p

e
o

p
le

 d
id

 in
 m

o
vie

s
. 

T
o

 s
e

e
 th

e
 g

la
s
s
 s

h
a

tte
r a

n
d

 fra
c
tu

re
 u

n
til it lo

o
k

e
d

 th
e

 w
a

y
 s

h
e
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fa
c
t th

a
t s

h
e

 h
a

d
n

’t a
lre

a
d

y d
o

n
e

 s
o

 w
a

s
 p

a
th

e
tic

. It w
a

s
 ju

s
t a

 

s
ta

irc
a

s
e

. Ju
s
t a

 s
ta

irc
a

s
e

 le
a

d
in

g
 to

 a
 h

a
ll s

h
e

’d
 a

lre
a

d
y
 w

a
lk

e
d

 

th
ro

u
g

h
 d

o
ze

n
s
 o

f tim
e

s
 w

ith
 M

a
lfo

y
. 

H
e

r s
h

o
u

ld
e

rs
 s

h
o

o
k

 w
ith

 a
n

 a
lm

o
s
t im

p
e

rc
e

p
tib

le
 tre

m
o

r, 

a
n

d
 s

h
e

 s
q

u
a

re
d

 th
e

m
. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt lik
e

 a
 frig

h
te

n
e

d
 c

h
ild

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
te

d
 it. 

S
h

e
 p

re
s
s
e

d
 h

e
r lip

s
 to

g
e

th
e

r a
n

d
 to

o
k

 a
 d

e
e

p
 b

re
a

th
. T

h
e

n
 

s
h

e
 p

re
ss

e
d

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 w

a
ll a

n
d

 s
lo

w
ly to

o
k

 a
 s

te
p

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 e
s
c
a

p
e

, s
h

e
 to

ld
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

B
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 g

o
t p

re
g

n
a

n
t, s

h
e

 w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 e
sc

a
p

e
 fro

m
 M

a
lfo

y 

M
a

n
o

r. S
o

m
e

d
a

y
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 c
o

m
e

 b
a

c
k

 a
n

d
 m

u
rd

e
r M

a
lfo

y. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e

 fre
e

. F
re

e
. S

o
m

e
w

h
e

re
 w

ith
 s

u
n

s
h

in
e

 a
n

d
 

m
a

g
ic

 a
n

d
 p

e
o

p
le

 w
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
n

’t h
u

rt h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 fo

c
u

s
e

d
 o

n
 th

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t u
n

til th
e

re
 w

e
re

 n
o

 m
o

re
 s

te
p

s
 le

ft 

to
 d

e
s
c
e

n
d

. 

S
h

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

. H
e

r h
a

n
d

 w
a

s
 s

till p
re

s
s
e

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t th

e
 

w
a

ll. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l th

e
 fa

in
t te

xtu
re

 o
f th

e
 w

a
llp

a
p

e
r. T

o
u

c
h

in
g

 th
e

 

w
a

lls
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 h
e

lp
 h

e
r k

e
e

p
 h

e
r h

e
a

rt-ra
te

 s
o

m
e

w
h

a
t re

a
s
o

n
a

-

b
le

. S
h

e
 w

e
n

t in
to

 a
 te

a
 ro

o
m

, c
o

a
tro

o
m

, a
n

d
 a

 d
ra

w
in

g
 ro

o
m

. E
x
-

p
lo

rin
g

 th
e

m
 a

ll th
o

ro
u

g
h

ly
. T

h
e

 p
o

rtra
it s

ta
lk

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 th
e

 e
n

-

tire
 tim

e
. 

N
o

th
in

g
. N

o
th

in
g

. N
o

th
in

g
. 

E
ve

n
 th

e
 c

o
rd

s
 fo

r th
e

 d
ra

p
e

s
 w

e
re

 s
p

e
lle

d
 to

 b
e

 irre
m

o
va

b
le

. 

S
h

e
 
o

p
e

n
e

d
 
s
id

e
b

o
a

rd
s
, 

a
n

d
 
c
u

p
b

o
a

rd
s
, 

a
n

d
 
lin

e
n

 
c
lo

s
e

ts
 
a

n
d

 

th
e

re
 w

a
s
n

’t a
 s

in
g

le
 th

in
g

 in
s
id

e
 o

f th
e

m
 th

a
t w

a
s
 u

s
e

fu
l. N

o
t a

s
 

a
 w

e
a

p
o

n
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 u
s
e

. N
o

t fo
r e

s
c
a

p
e

. 

S
h

e
 sh

o
ve

d
 a

 d
ra

w
e

r s
h

u
t w

ith
 a

 fru
s
tra

te
d

 s
n

a
p

. 

If s
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 fin
d

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 w
ith

 p
o

te
n

tia
l, s

h
e

 w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 

to
 h

a
v
e

 to
 e

xp
lo

re
 th

e
 o

c
c
u

p
ie

d
 w

in
g

s
 o

f th
e

 m
a

n
o

r. It w
a

s
 e

a
s
y fo

r 

M
a

lfo
y to

 e
n

su
re

 th
a

t a
n

 e
m

p
ty

 w
in

g
 h

a
d

 n
o

th
in

g
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
 

u
tilis

e
. It w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 h

a
rd

e
r to

 m
a

in
ta

in
 s

u
c
h

 c
a

re
 in

 o
th

e
r p

a
rts

 o
f 

th
e

 h
o

u
s
e

. 

A
s
to

ria
 h

a
d

 s
tru

c
k

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
s
 a

 b
it flig

h
ty. G

ive
n

 h
o

w
 d

e
-

vo
te

d
 
s
h

e
 
w

a
s
 
to

 
ig

n
o

rin
g

 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 
e

xis
te

n
c
e

, 
s
h

e
 
p

ro
b

a
b

ly 

w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t tro
u

b
le

 h
e

rs
e

lf w
ith

 e
m

p
lo

yin
g

 th
e

 s
a

m
e

 o
ve

ra
b

u
n

d
a

n
c
e

 

o
f c

a
u

tio
n

 th
a

t M
a

lfo
y d

id
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
tu

rn
e

d
 s

lo
w

ly to
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 

p
ris

tin
e

 la
n

d
s
c
a

p
e

 b
e

lo
w

 h
e

r. S
h

e
 fe

lt d
ra

in
e

d
 fro

m
 h

e
r “e

xc
u

rs
io

n
” 

d
o

w
n

s
ta

irs
. A

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
’d

 ru
n

 a
 m

a
ra

th
o

n
. 

E
ve

ryth
in

g
 to

o
k

 s
o

 m
u

c
h

 e
ffo

rt. 
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 B
u

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t s
u

re
 s

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

e
th

e
r th

e
 e

lf h
a

d
 

s
p

e
c
ific

 in
s
tru

c
tio

n
s
 a

b
o

u
t o

n
ly c

a
llin

g
 h

e
r M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

. It p
ro

b
a

b
ly 

d
id

. It w
a

s
 e

a
s
ie

r n
o

t to
 le

t h
e

rs
e

lf e
ve

n
 a

s
k

. 

“N
o

th
in

g
 e

ls
e

,” s
h

e
 sa

id
 lo

o
k

in
g

 o
u

t th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
. 

T
h

e
 e

lf p
o

p
p

e
d

 a
w

a
y
. 

A
 c

a
le

n
d

a
r h

a
d

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 o

n
 th

e
 w

a
ll a

n
d

 a
 c

o
p

y o
f th

e
 D

a
ily 

P
ro

p
h

e
t w

a
s
 o

n
 h

e
r b

e
d

 th
a

t a
fte

rn
o

o
n

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 re

tu
rn

e
d

, s
h

ive
r-

in
g

, fro
m

 h
e

r w
a

lk
. 

D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r 2

5
th

. S
e

e
in

g
 it o

n
 th

e
 w

a
ll le

ft h
e

r fro
ze

n
 fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l 

m
in

u
te

s
. 

T
h

e
 c

o
p

y o
f th

e
 n

e
w

sp
a

p
e

r c
o

rro
b

o
ra

te
d

 th
e

 d
a

te
. S

h
e

 fe
lt 

a
fra

id
 to

 re
a

c
h

 o
u

t a
n

d
 to

u
c
h

 it, h
a

lf e
xp

e
c
tin

g
 fo

r it to
 b

u
rn

 h
e

r. A
n

 

e
xtra

 tw
is

t o
f sp

ite
. 

H
e

s
ita

n
tly

 s
h

e
 re

s
te

d
 a

 fin
g

e
rtip

 o
n

 it. N
o

th
in

g
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 s

a
t d

o
w

n
 a

n
d

 re
a

d
 it fro

n
t to

 b
a

c
k

. S
a

vo
u

rin
g

 w
o

rd
s
. 

R
e

a
d

in
g

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 m
is

s
e

d
 it. T

h
e

 la
s
t tim

e
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 re

a
d

 T
h

e
 D

a
ily 

P
ro

p
h

e
t it h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 s
o

 ru
s
h

e
d

. 

S
h

e
 re

a
d

 it s
lo

w
ly th

ro
u

g
h

 o
n

c
e

. A
n

d
 th

e
n

 a
g

a
in

. A
n

d
 a

g
a

in
. 

E
ve

ry w
o

rd
. 

It w
a

s
 m

o
s
tly tra

s
h

. T
h

in
ly ve

ile
d

 p
ro

p
a

g
a

n
d

a
. T

h
e

 p
o

litic
a

l 

n
e

w
s
 w

a
s
 n

e
a

rly
 u

n
in

te
llig

ib
le

 a
m

id
 a

ll th
e

 s
p

in
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 

n
e

ve
r fo

u
n

d
 q

u
id

d
itc

h
 in

te
re

s
tin

g
 b

u
t s

h
e

 a
v
id

ly
 re

a
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 

g
a

m
e

 re
c
a

p
s
 s

in
c
e

 th
e

y s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 b

e
 th

e
 o

n
ly th

in
g

 a
c
c
u

ra
te

ly 

re
p

o
rte

d
 o

n
. T

h
e

 s
o

c
ie

ty
 p

a
g

e
s
 w

e
n

t o
n

 a
n

d
 o

n
 a

b
o

u
t A

s
to

ria
. H

e
r 

n
a

m
e

 w
a

s
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 in

 e
ve

ry s
in

g
le

 s
o

c
ie

ty
 p

ie
c
e

.   

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
a

d
 th

e
 p

a
p

e
r fo

rw
a

rd
 a

n
d

 b
a

c
k

w
a

rd
. S

h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 

fo
r a

n
y p

a
tte

rn
s
. O

r c
o

d
e

s. Ju
s
t in

 c
a

s
e

. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt m

o
rn

in
g

 s
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 a

 p
a

ir o
f b

o
o

ts
 in

 th
e

 w
a

rd
ro

b
e

 

a
m

o
n

g
 

h
e

r 
s
h

o
e

s
. 

M
a

lfo
y
’s 

“p
re

s
e

n
t.” 

S
h

e
 

h
a

d
 

b
e

e
n

 
w

e
a

rin
g

 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 s

o
le

s o
f h

e
r flim

s
y
 s

lip
p

e
rs

 e
ve

ry fe
w

 d
a

ys
 a

n
d

 w
a

lk
in

g
 

in
 th

e
 s

n
o

w
 h

a
d

 h
e

r to
e

s
 n

e
a

rly
 fro

s
tb

itte
n

 o
n

 s
e

ve
ra

l o
c
c
a

s
io

n
s
. 

T
h

e
 
b

o
o

ts
 
w

e
re

 
d

ra
g

o
n

-h
id

e
. 

W
h

e
n

 
s
h

e
 
p

u
t 

th
e

m
 
o

n
 
th

e
y 

re
s
ize

d
 th

e
m

s
e

lve
s
 to

 h
e

r p
e

rfe
c
tly. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 te
ll th

e
y h

a
d

 e
n

-

c
h

a
n

tm
e

n
ts

 w
o

ve
n

 in
to

 th
e

m
 to

 k
e

e
p

 h
e

r fe
e

t a
t a

 p
e

rfe
c
t te

m
p

e
r-

a
tu

re
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 w
a

lk
 a

 h
u

n
d

re
d

 m
ile

s
 in

 th
e

m
 a

n
d

 n
e

ve
r g

e
t a

 

b
lis

te
r. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t th
e

m
 in

 c
o

n
fu

s
io

n
. T

h
e

y
 w

e
re

—
e

xc
e

ss
ive

. 

M
u

c
h

 lik
e

 th
e

 c
lo

a
k

 h
e

’d
 p

ro
vid

e
d

.   

P
e

rh
a

p
s
 M

a
lfo

y
 d

id
n

’t e
ve

n
 k

n
o

w
 h

o
w

 to
 b

u
y n

o
rm

a
l s

h
o

e
s
. 

H
e

 ju
s
t a

s
s
u

m
e

d
 th

a
t a

ll b
o

o
ts

 w
e

re
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 to

 c
o

m
e

 in
 d

ra
g

o
n

-

h
id

e
 w

ith
 te

m
p

e
ra

tu
re

 c
o

n
tro

l a
n

d
 c

u
s
h

io
n

in
g

 c
h

a
rm

s
. 
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 A

s
 s

h
e

 d
re

w
 n

e
a

re
r s

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 th
a

t th
e

 c
a

g
e

 w
a

s
 b

u
ilt in

to
 th

e
 

s
to

n
e

s
 o

f th
e

 flo
o

r. Q
u

ite
 lite

ra
lly irre

m
o

va
b

le
 u

n
le

s
s
 th

e
 fo

u
n

d
a

-

tio
n

 s
to

n
e

s
 o

f th
e

 m
a

n
o

r w
e

re
 to

rn
 o

u
t, a

n
d

 e
ve

n
 th

a
t m

ig
h

t n
o

t b
e

 

e
n

o
u

g
h

. 

Ju
s
t s

ta
n

d
in

g
 n

e
a

r th
e

 c
a

g
e

 c
a

u
s
e

d
 h

e
r to

 ta
s
te

 a
 ta

n
g

 in
 h

e
r 

m
o

u
th

 lik
e

 th
e

 c
o

p
p

e
r fla

vo
u

r o
f b

lo
o

d
. 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 it o
ve

r c
a

re
fu

lly
. 

It w
a

s
 a

n
 in

c
h

 s
h

o
rte

r th
a

n
 h

e
r. P

ro
b

a
b

ly e
xa

c
tly five

 fe
e

t ta
ll 

a
n

d
 a

b
o

u
t th

re
e

 fe
e

t w
id

e
. T

a
ll e

n
o

u
g

h
 fo

r a
 p

ris
o

n
e

r to
 s

to
o

p
 o

r 

h
u

d
d

le
 in

. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 h
o

w
 m

a
n

y
 p

e
o

p
le

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 k

e
p

t in
s
id

e
 it. 

A
 n

o
is

e
 s

ta
rtle

d
 h

e
r. S

h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 a
n

d
 fo

u
n

d
 M

a
lfo

y
 a

t th
e

 d
o

o
r 

s
ta

rin
g

 a
t h

e
r w

ith
 irrita

tio
n

 th
a

t b
o

rd
e

re
d

 o
n

 ra
g

e
. 

“O
f c

o
u

rs
e

 yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 la
c
k

 th
e

 s
e

n
s
e

 n
o

t to
 c

o
m

e
 in

 h
e

re
,” h

e
 

s
a

id
 in

 a
 h

a
rd

 vo
ic

e
 a

s
 h

e
 s

ta
lk

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 h
e

r.
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 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
n

o
d

d
e

d
. 

H
e

 
d

id
n

’t 
s
a

y 
a

n
yth

in
g

 
e

ls
e

 
b

e
fo

re
 

h
e

 

tu
rn

e
d

 to
 g

o
. 

T
h

a
t n

ig
h

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 la
id

 o
u

t a
 c

a
re

fu
l p

la
n

 fo
r th

e
 n

e
xt d

a
y in

 

h
e

r m
in

d
. If it w

a
s
 in

d
e

e
d

 h
e

r la
s
t d

o
s
e

 o
f th

e
 p

o
tio

n
 th

e
n

 th
e

re
 

w
e

re
 a

 n
u

m
b

e
r o

f th
in

g
s
 s

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 try
 to

 a
tte

m
p

t b
e

fo
re

 th
e

 

e
ffe

c
ts

 w
o

re
 o

ff. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt m

o
rn

in
g

 s
h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t p

a
u

s
e

 to
 re

a
d

 th
e

 n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
r. 

S
h

e
 k

n
o

c
k

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 th
e

 p
o

tio
n

 b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

e
s
ita

te
 o

r d
re

a
d

 

th
e

 w
ith

d
ra

w
a

l s
h

e
’d

 s
u

ffe
r la

te
r. T

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 h
e

a
d

e
d

 o
u

t th
e

 d
o

o
r 

w
ith

 c
o

o
l d

e
te

rm
in

a
tio

n
. 

H
e

r firs
t d

e
s
tin

a
tio

n
 w

a
s
 th

e
 S

o
u

th
 W

in
g

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

o
r. T

h
e

 

o
n

ly
 p

a
rt o

f th
e

 h
o

u
s
e

 s
till u

n
e

xp
lo

re
d

. S
h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 o

n
 th

e
 u

p
p

e
r-

m
o

s
t flo

o
rs

 a
n

d
 w

o
rk

e
d

 h
e

r w
a

y
 d

o
w

n
. T

h
e

y w
e

re
 th

e
 o

n
e

s
 in

 w
h

ic
h

 

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 le

a
s
t lik

e
ly

 to
 e

n
c
o

u
n

te
r a

n
yo

n
e

 s
o

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 m

o
ve

 m
o

re
 

q
u

ic
k

ly. 

A
s
 s

h
e

 re
a

c
h

e
d

 th
e

 firs
t flo

o
r s

h
e

 fe
lt th

e
 a

ir ta
k

e
 o

n
 a

 c
o

ld
, 

tw
is

te
d

n
e

ss
 th

a
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 d
e

te
c
t e

ve
n

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 c

u
s
h

io
n

in
g

 e
f-

fe
c
ts

 o
f th

e
 p

o
tio

n
. T

h
e

 h
a

ir o
n

 th
e

 b
a

c
k

 o
f h

e
r n

e
c
k

 s
to

o
d

 o
n

 e
n

d
 

a
n

d
 h

e
r b

o
d

y b
ro

k
e

 o
u

t in
 a

 c
o

ld
 s

w
e

a
t. 

D
a

rk
 m

a
g

ic
. 

It w
a

s
 s

o
 th

ic
k

 in
 th

e
 a

ir s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 a

lm
o

s
t ta

s
te

 it. 

S
h

e
 fro

ze
 o

n
 th

e
 s

ta
irw

a
y
 fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
 c

a
lc

u
la

tin
g

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 in

s
tin

c
ts

 w
e

re
 s

tro
n

g
ly

 u
rg

in
g

 h
e

r to
 tu

rn
 a

ro
u

n
d

 

a
n

d
 le

a
ve

. B
u

t th
e

y w
e

re
 s

m
o

th
e

re
d

 u
n

d
e

r th
e

 p
o

tio
n

. 

H
e

r c
u

rio
s
ity w

a
s
n

’t. 

S
h

e
 d

e
s
c
e

n
d

e
d

 th
e

 la
s
t s

e
ve

ra
l s

te
p

s
 a

n
d

 m
o

ve
d

 in
 th

e
 d

ire
c
-

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 fe

e
lin

g
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 d
o

o
r a

ja
r. S

h
e

 p
e

e
k

e
d

 in
. It w

a
s
 a

 

la
rg

e
 
d

ra
w

in
g

 
ro

o
m

. 
E

n
tire

ly 
b

a
re

. 
N

o
t 

a
 
s
tic

k
 
o

f 
fu

rn
itu

re
. 

N
o

 

d
ra

p
e

s
. N

o
 p

o
rtra

its
 o

n
 th

e
 w

a
lls

. E
ve

n
 th

e
 w

a
llp

a
p

e
r a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 to
 

h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 p

e
e

le
d

 o
ff. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 b
u

t a
 la

rg
e

 c
a

g
e

 s
ittin

g
 in

 th
e

 c
e

n
te

r o
f th

e
 

ro
o

m
. 

T
h

e
 d

a
rk

 m
a

g
ic

 h
u

n
g

 o
ve

r th
e

 ro
o

m
, b

u
t s

e
e

m
e

d
 m

o
s
t c

o
n

-

c
e

n
tra

te
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 c

a
g

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 s

lo
w

ly
 in

to
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

 it. 

P
e

o
p

le
 h

a
d

 d
ie

d
 in

 th
a

t ro
o

m
. A

 lo
t o

f p
e

o
p

le
. S

lo
w

ly. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 m

in
d

 a
u

to
m

a
tic

a
lly b

e
g

a
n

 c
a

ta
lo

g
u

in
g

 th
e

 d
a

rk
 

ritu
a

ls
 s

h
e

 k
n

e
w

 o
f th

a
t c

re
a

te
d

 s
u

c
h

 a
 la

s
tin

g
 p

re
se

n
c
e

 o
f tw

is
te

d
 

m
a

g
ic

. 

It h
a

d
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly c
o

rru
p

te
d

 s
o

m
e

 o
f th

e
 le

y lin
e

s o
f th

e
 e

s
ta

te
. 
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 “D

o
 yo

u
 s

a
y th

a
t to

 e
ve

ry g
irl?

” s
h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 s
a

rc
a

s
tic

a
lly 

s
w

e
e

t to
n

e
. 

H
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

t h
e

r s
h

a
rp

ly
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 c

h
u

c
k

le
d

. 

“G
o

 to
 b

e
d

, M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
.” 

D
e

s
p

ite
 th

e
 p

h
ra

s
in

g
 it d

id
n

’t fe
e

l lik
e

 a
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
 fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t lo
n

g
e

r b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 w

a
lk

e
d

 in
to

 h
e

r 

ro
o

m
 a

n
y
w

a
y
. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 s

till s
ta

n
d

in
g

 in
 th

e
 h

a
llw

a
y
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 s
h

u
t th

e
 d

o
o

r. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt m

o
rn

in
g

’s
 p

a
p

e
r h

a
d

 a
 p

ic
tu

re
 o

f M
a

lfo
y a

n
d

 A
s
to

ria
 

o
n

 th
e

 c
o

ve
r. It c

a
p

tu
re

d
 th

e
 m

o
m

e
n

t M
a

lfo
y re

a
c
h

e
d

 fo
rw

a
rd

 a
n

d
 

ra
n

 h
is

 th
u

m
b

 a
c
ro

s
s
 A

s
to

ria
’s

 lip
s
 b

e
fo

re
 le

a
n

in
g

 d
o

w
n

 to
 k

is
s
 h

e
r, 

fire
w

o
rk

s
 a

n
d

 s
tre

a
m

e
rs

 e
xp

lo
d

e
d

 b
e

h
in

d
 th

e
m

. 

It lo
o

k
e

d
 s

w
e

e
t a

n
d

 ro
m

a
n

tic
 a

n
d

 in
tim

a
te

. 

O
n

 th
e

 n
e

xt p
a

g
e

 w
a

s
 a

 p
ic

tu
re

 o
f th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 k
illin

g
 s

e
v-

e
ra

l p
e

o
p

le
 in

 F
ra

n
c
e

. O
n

e
 g

irl lo
o

k
e

d
 va

g
u

e
ly fa

m
ilia

r. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

th
o

u
g

h
t s

h
e

 m
ig

h
t h

a
v
e

 vis
ite

d
 H

o
g

w
a

rts
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 T

riw
iza

rd
 T

o
u

r-

n
a

m
e

n
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
n

’t re
a

lis
e

d
 M

a
lfo

y
 h

a
d

 le
ft th

e
 c

o
u

n
try e

a
rlie

r 

in
 th

e
 w

e
e

k
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fo
ld

e
d

 th
e

 p
ic

tu
re

 o
f M

a
lfo

y a
n

d
 A

s
to

ria
 in

to
 a

 h
e

r-

rin
g

b
o

n
e

 te
ss

e
lla

tio
n

 a
n

d
 a

m
u

s
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf b

y m
a

k
in

g
 M

a
lfo

y
 a

n
d

 

A
s
to

ria
 b

o
u

n
c
e

 a
p

a
rt a

n
d

 th
e

n
 s

q
u

a
s
h

 in
to

 e
a

c
h

 o
th

e
r. 

S
h

e
 to

re
 th

e
 p

ic
tu

re
 o

f th
e

 H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
 in

to
 tin

y s
trip

s
 a

n
d

 w
o

ve
 

it in
to

 a
 c

o
a

s
te

r. In
 a

n
o

th
e

r life
, s

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t, p

e
rh

a
p

s
 s

h
e

 m
ig

h
t 

e
n

jo
y c

re
a

tin
g

 c
o

m
p

le
x
 la

ttic
e

-w
o

rk
 p

ie
 c

ru
s
ts

. 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 sto

o
d

 u
p

 a
n

d
 s

ta
rte

d
 h

e
r e

xe
rc

is
e

 ro
u

tin
e

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

e
ttin

g
 rid

ic
u

lo
u

s
ly

 fit, w
h

ic
h

 w
a

s
 a

 s
a

tis
fyin

g
 a

lt-

h
o

u
g

h
 m

o
s
tly p

o
in

tle
s
s
 fe

e
lin

g
. It d

id
n

’t re
a

lly m
a

tte
r h

o
w

 m
u

c
h

 o
f 

a
 p

u
n

c
h

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 p

a
c
k

 if s
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t a
b

le
 to

 a
c
tu

a
lly d

rive
 h

e
r fis

t 

in
to

 M
a

lfo
y’s

 fa
c
e

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
n

’t m
u

c
h

 p
o

in
t in

 s
ta

m
in

a
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 

n
e

a
rly h

a
d

 a
 p

a
n

ic
 a

tta
c
k

 e
ve

ry tim
e

 s
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
 a

w
a

y 

fro
m

 th
e

 ye
w

 h
e

d
g

e
s
 o

r trie
d

 to
 m

o
ve

 a
t a

 s
p

e
e

d
 th

a
t w

a
s
n

’t g
la

-

c
ia

l. M
a

lfo
y a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 la
te

 in
 th

e
 a

fte
rn

o
o

n
 to

 g
o

 th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r m

e
m

-

o
rie

s
. H

e
 d

id
n

’t s
e

e
m

 to
 fin

d
 a

n
yth

in
g

 o
f p

a
rtic

u
la

r in
te

re
st in

 h
e

r 

re
c
e

n
t 

p
a

s
t. 

H
e

 
d

id
n

’t 
e

ve
n

 
re

a
c
t 

w
h

e
n

 
h

e
 

e
n

c
o

u
n

te
re

d
 

h
e

r 

m
e

m
o

ry o
f A

s
to

ria
 s

h
a

g
g

in
g

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 in

 th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y. T
h

e
 p

o
rtra

its
 

h
a

d
 
p

ro
b

a
b

ly 
a

lre
a

d
y 

in
fo

rm
e

d
 
h

im
. 

W
h

e
n

 
h

e
 
fin

is
h

e
d

 
s
o

rtin
g

 

th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
 h

e
 s

tra
ig

h
te

n
e

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
lin

k
e

d
 a

w
a

y
 th

e
 h

e
a

d
a

c
h

e
 a

n
d

 s
a

t u
p

, lo
o

k
in

g
 a

t 

h
im

. “I’ll b
e

 s
e

n
d

in
g

 a
 fin

a
l via

l o
f th

e
 p

o
tio

n
 u

p
 to

m
o

rro
w

,” h
e

 s
a

id
. 

   

e
rm

io
n

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 to

 fa
c
e

 M
a

lfo
y
 c

a
lm

ly
. E

ve
n

 w
ith

o
u

t th
e

 p
o

-

tio
n

 s
h

e
 d

o
u

b
te

d
 s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l p
a

rtic
u

la
rly c

o
n

c
e

rn
e

d
. S

h
e

 

s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
 a

s
 h

e
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 c
o

n
c
lu

d
e

d
 th

a
t 

g
e

n
e

ra
lly s

p
e

a
k

in
g

 h
e

 w
a

s
 n

e
ith

e
r p

e
rm

itte
d

 n
o

r in
c
lin

e
d

 to
 h

u
rt 

h
e

r. E
ve

n
 if h

e
 w

e
re

n
’t d

e
sp

e
ra

te
 to

 g
e

t in
to

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
, S

tro
u

d
 

h
a

d
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly s
p

e
lle

d
 o

u
t fo

r h
im

 e
xa

c
tly w

h
y it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 in

a
d

vis
a

-

b
le

 to
 b

re
a

k
 h

e
r p

s
y
c
h

o
lo

g
ic

a
lly. 

“D
o

 yo
u

 k
e

e
p

 a
 lo

t o
f p

e
o

p
le

 in
 c

a
g

e
s
?

” s
h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

. 

H
e

 sta
re

d
 a

t h
e

r. H
is

 fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 s

lig
h

tly p
a

le
, a

n
d

 h
is

 e
ye

s
 w

e
re

 

d
a

rk
 a

n
d

 h
a

rd
e

n
e

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 ra

g
e

 th
a

t h
e

 w
a

s
 ju

s
t b

a
re

ly k
e

e
p

in
g

 

in
 c

h
e

c
k

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l it tw

is
tin

g
 a

ro
u

n
d

 a
t th

e
 e

d
g

e
s
 o

f h
im

. 

It o
c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 h

e
r th

a
t if s

h
e

 w
e

re
 to

 try to
 g

e
t h

im
 to

 k
ill h

e
r it 

w
a

s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 th

e
 p

e
rfe

c
t m

o
m

e
n

t. H
e

 w
a

s
 s

u
rro

u
n

d
e

d
 b

y th
e

 c
o

r-

ru
p

tin
g

, a
d

d
ic

tive
 d

a
rk

 m
a

g
ic

 o
f th

e
 ro

o
m

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l it s

e
e

p
in

g
 

in
to

 h
e

r a
s
 s

h
e

 s
to

o
d

 s
ta

rin
g

 a
t h

im
. A

 p
e

rs
o

n
 c

o
u

ld
 g

e
t h

ig
h

 c
a

s
t-

in
g

 in
 a

n
 e

n
viro

n
m

e
n

t lik
e

 th
a

t. 

M
a

lfo
y’s

 lip
s
 p

re
s
s
e

d
 in

to
 a

 h
a

rd
 lin

e
 a

n
d

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

 h
is

 ja
w

 

c
le

n
c
h

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 s

o
 m

u
c
h

 u
n

d
e

r h
is

 e
n

d
le

s
s
 c

o
ld

. A
 s

lu
m

b
e

rin
g

 

ra
g

e
 w

a
s
 s

tirrin
g

, rip
p

lin
g

 ju
s
t b

e
n

e
a

th
 th

e
 su

rfa
c
e

. 

T
h

e
 d

ra
w

in
g

 ro
o

m
 h

a
d

 a
 s

tro
n

g
 e

ffe
c
t o

n
 h

im
. A

 s
ly p

ro
vo

c
a

-

tio
n

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 m
ig

h
t m

a
k

e
 h

im
 s

n
a

p
. S

h
e

 w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 h

o
w

 to
 g

o
 a

b
o

u
t 

it. 

T
h

e
n

 h
e

 s
n

e
e

re
d

. 

“Y
o

u
’re

 th
e

 o
n

ly
 o

n
e

 I k
e

e
p

 c
a

g
e

d
, M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

,” h
e

 s
a

id
. H

is
 e

x-

p
re

s
s
io

n
 a

b
ru

p
tly b

e
c
a

m
e

 in
d

iffe
re

n
t a

g
a

in
, th

e
 ra

g
e

 s
e

e
m

in
g

ly 

d
ra

g
g

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 d
o

w
n

. “H
a

ve
n

’t yo
u

 n
o

tic
e

d
?
” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 lip

 c
u

rle
d

. M
a

lfo
y g

la
n

c
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 ro
o

m
; h

is
 

fa
c
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 d
ra

w
n

 b
u

t h
e

 s
m

irk
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r. 

H
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 “T

h
is

 is
 m

y
 fa

th
e

r’s
 w

in
g

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

o
r,” h

e
 sa

id
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly, h
a

lf-e
xp

e
c
tin

g
 L

u
c
iu

s
 M

a
l-

fo
y
 to

 p
o

p
 o

u
t fro

m
 s

o
m

e
w

h
e

re
 w

e
a

rin
g

 a
 m

a
n

ia
c
a

l e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 

re
m

in
is

c
e

n
t o

f h
is

 fo
rm

e
r s

is
te

r-in
-la

w
.   

“L
u

c
k

ily fo
r yo

u
,” M

a
lfo

y c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
, “h

e
’s b

e
e

n
 a

b
ro

a
d

 s
in

c
e

 

th
e

 e
n

d
 o

f th
e

 w
a

r. I lik
e

 to
 h

o
p

e
 th

a
t h

e
 w

o
u

ld
n

’t to
rtu

re
 a

n
d

 c
u

rs
e

 

yo
u

 h
o

rrib
ly if yo

u
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 to

 c
ro

s
s
 p

a
th

s
, b

u
t if I w

e
re

 a
 b

e
ttin

g
 

m
a

n
 I’d

 h
a

ve
 to

 a
d

m
it th

e
 o

d
d

s
 a

re
 n

o
t in

 yo
u

r fa
vo

u
r. S

o
 I a

d
vis

e
 

a
g

a
in

s
t re

g
u

la
r vis

its
 h

e
re

. D
o

 y
o

u
 w

a
n

t a
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 to

u
r b

e
fo

re
 w

e
 

g
o

?
 Ju

s
t to

 a
s
s
u

re
 yo

u
rs

e
lf th

a
t th

e
re

’s
 n

o
th

in
g

 c
o

n
ve

n
ie

n
tly

 lyin
g

 

a
b

o
u

t fo
r yo

u
 to

 m
u

rd
e

r m
e

 w
ith

?
” 

H
e

 g
e

s
tu

re
d

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e

 d
o

o
r o

f th
e

 d
ra

w
in

g
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 H

e
rm

i-

o
n

e
 w

a
lk

e
d

 o
u

t. H
e

 fo
llo

w
e

d
 h

e
r c

lo
s
e

ly a
n

d
 th

e
n

 s
h

u
t th

e
 d

o
o

r 

firm
ly. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fe

lt a
 p

u
ls

e
 o

f m
a

g
ic

 a
s
 it c

lic
k

e
d

 s
h

u
t; th

e
 s

e
n

s
e

 

o
f d

a
rk

n
e

s
s
 va

n
is

h
e

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 a

ir a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
m

. T
h

e
 d

o
o

r w
a

s
 

h
e

a
vily w

ra
p

p
e

d
 in

 w
a

rd
s
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 re

a
lis

e
d

 it w
a

s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly o
n

e
 

o
f th

e
 in

n
u

m
e

ra
b

le
 ro

o
m

s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 n

o
t m

e
a

n
t to

 e
n

te
r. S

h
e

 w
o

n
-

d
e

re
d

 if th
e

 o
th

e
r ro

o
m

s
 h

e
 k

e
p

t h
e

r fro
m

 w
e

re
 s

im
ila

rly
 d

re
d

g
e

d
 

in
 tw

is
te

d
 m

a
g

ic
. 

“A
s
to

ria
 d

id
n

’t s
a

y
 th

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

n
y
w

h
e

re
 I s

h
o

u
ld

n
’t g

o
. I a

s
-

s
u

m
e

d
 I w

a
s
 a

llo
w

e
d

 to
 e

xp
lo

re
 th

e
 w

h
o

le
 m

a
n

o
r,” s

h
e

 sa
id

. 

“I’m
 
s
u

re
 
s
h

e
 
w

o
u

ld
 
b

e
 th

rille
d

 if yo
u

 
m

e
t 

a
n

 
u

n
fo

rtu
n

a
te

 

e
n

d
.T

h
e

 in
d

ig
n

ity o
f yo

u
r m

e
re

 e
xis

te
n

c
e

 a
s
id

e
, it m

ig
h

t s
p

e
ll m

y 

d
e

m
is

e
 a

s
 w

e
ll. T

h
e

n
 s

h
e

’d
 b

e
c
o

m
e

 a
 w

e
a

lth
y
 w

id
o

w
 a

n
d

 fre
e

 to
 

c
o

n
d

u
c
t a

ll h
e

r ta
w

d
ry a

ffa
irs

 e
ve

n
 m

o
re

 p
u

b
lic

ly th
a

n
 s

h
e

 a
lre

a
d

y 

d
o

e
s
,” M

a
lfo

y s
a

id
 in

 a
n

 in
d

iffe
re

n
t to

n
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
 a

t h
im

. 

“A
n

d
 yo

u
 d

o
n

’t c
a

re
?
” 

H
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 o

ve
r a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
ith

 a
 c

o
ld

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
. 

“I w
a

s
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

 to
 m

a
rry

 h
e

r th
e

re
fo

re
 I m

a
rrie

d
 h

e
r. I w

a
s
 

n
e

ve
r c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

 to
 c

a
re

,” h
e

 s
a

id
. 

“Y
o

u
 s

o
u

n
d

 a
s
 e

n
s
la

v
e

d
 a

s
 I a

m
,” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 sa

id
 ta

u
n

tin
g

ly. 

M
a

lfo
y s

to
p

p
e

d
 s

h
o

rt in
 th

e
 h

a
llw

a
y
 a

n
d

 s
lo

w
ly tu

rn
e

d
 to

 fa
c
e

 

h
e

r, q
u

irk
in

g
 a

n
 e

ye
b

ro
w

. H
e

 s
u

rve
ye

d
 h

e
r fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l s
e

c
o

n
d

s
 a

n
d

 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
 b

a
c
k

 a
t h

im
. 

“A
re

 yo
u

 tryin
g

 to
 p

ro
vo

k
e

 m
e

 o
r s

w
a

y m
y a

lle
g

ia
n

c
e

, M
u

d
-

b
lo

o
d

?
 H

o
w

 te
rrib

ly a
u

d
a

c
io

u
s
 o

f yo
u

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 h

is
 fa

c
e

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

o
m

e
n

ts
 b

e
fo

re
 q

u
irk

-

in
g

 a
n

 e
ye

b
ro

w
 o

f h
e

r o
w

n
. “Y

o
u

’ve
 a

lre
a

d
y th

o
u

g
h

t it. If yo
u

 h
a

d
n

’t, 

yo
u

’d
 b

e
 o

ffe
n

d
e

d
 rig

h
t n

o
w

,” s
h

e
 sa

id
. 

H
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 to

 s
tu

d
y h

e
r fa

c
e

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

o
m

e
n

ts
 b

e
fo

re
 a

 

s
lo

w
 s

m
ile

 c
u

rle
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 h

is
 lip

s
. “Y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

, yo
u

 a
lm

o
s
t s

e
e

m
 lik

e
 

a
 G

ryffin
d

o
r a

g
a

in
.” 
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a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

 h
im

. O
ld

e
r D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
 lik

e
 M

u
lc

ib
e

r a
n

d
 N

o
tt S

r a
n

d
 

Y
a

xle
y tre

a
te

d
 h

im
 w

ith
 a

 m
ixtu

re
 o

f d
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 a
n

d
 re

s
e

n
tm

e
n

t. 

W
h

ile
 o

th
e

rs
 th

e
re

 m
ig

h
t n

o
t h

a
ve

 k
n

o
w

n
 w

h
y
 M

a
lfo

y w
a

s
 

tre
a

te
d

 s
o

 c
a

re
fu

lly
 b

y th
e

 D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
rs

, th
e

 re
sp

e
c
t w

a
s
 c

o
n

ta
-

g
io

u
s
. T

h
e

 ro
o

m
 o

rie
n

te
d

 its
e

lf a
ro

u
n

d
 M

a
lfo

y
 in

 a
 w

a
y
 th

a
t w

a
s
 

u
n

n
e

rvin
g

. 

M
a

lfo
y p

la
y
e

d
 h

is
 p

a
rt lik

e
 a

 b
e

n
e

vo
le

n
t k

in
g

. T
h

e
 c

o
ld

n
e

ss
 

a
n

d
 th

e
 s

e
n

s
e

 o
f d

a
n

g
e

r to
 h

is
 p

e
rs

o
n

 w
a

s
 u

n
d

e
n

ia
b

le
 b

u
t h

e
 la

y-

e
re

d
 it b

e
n

e
a

th
 a

ris
to

c
ra

tic
 c

o
u

rte
sy

. T
h

e
 h

a
rd

 u
n

y
ie

ld
in

g
 e

xp
re

s
-

s
io

n
 
h

e
 w

o
re

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
r w

a
s
 a

b
s
e

n
t. H

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 in
d

u
lg

e
n

t. H
e

 

s
m

irk
e

d
 a

n
d

 e
n

g
a

g
e

d
 in

 w
h

a
t a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 to
 b

e
 e

n
d

le
s
s
 s

tre
a

m
s
 o

f 

s
m

a
ll ta

lk
 w

ith
 a

n
yo

n
e

 w
h

o
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

. B
u

t to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
, u

n
a

b
le

 

to
 

m
a

k
e

 
o

u
t 

h
is

 
w

o
rd

s
 

a
n

d
 

s
im

p
ly 

w
a

tc
h

in
g

 
h

im
, 

h
e

 
a

lw
a

ys
 

s
e

e
m

e
d

 c
o

ld
 a

n
d

 b
o

re
d

. 

It w
a

s
 n

e
a

rly
 fo

u
r in

 th
e

 m
o

rn
in

g
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 la

s
t g

u
e

sts
 d

e
-

p
a

rte
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 m
a

d
e

 h
e

r w
a

y c
a

u
tio

u
s
ly

 b
a

c
k

 to
 h

e
r ro

o
m

. S
h

e
 

d
id

n
’t w

a
n

t to
 ru

n
 in

to
 A

s
to

ria
 a

g
a

in
, o

r a
n

y
 s

tra
g

g
le

rs
. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 

re
a

c
h

e
d

 th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y le
a

d
in

g
 to

 h
e

r ro
o

m
, s

h
e

 p
e

e
k

e
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 

c
o

rn
e

r a
n

d
 fo

u
n

d
 M

a
lfo

y
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 th

e
re

. 

H
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 o

ve
r a

n
d

 c
a

u
g

h
t s

ig
h

t o
f h

e
r im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly. 

“H
a

ve
 fu

n
?
” h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

. 

S
h

e
 h

e
sita

te
d

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l s

e
c
o

n
d

s
 b

e
fo

re
 s

h
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 

th
e

 c
o

rn
e

r a
n

d
 c

a
m

e
 to

w
a

rd
 h

im
, sh

ru
g

g
in

g
. 

“It w
a

s
 m

o
re

 in
te

re
stin

g
 th

a
n

 ju
s
t re

a
d

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t it,” s
h

e
 sa

id
. 

H
e

 s
n

o
rte

d
. 

“W
o

rd
s
 I w

o
u

ld
 n

e
ve

r h
a

ve
 e

xp
e

c
te

d
 to

 h
e

a
r fro

m
 yo

u
,” h

e
 

s
a

id
. T

h
e

n
 h

e
 sta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r, h

is
 e

y
e

s
 n

a
rro

w
e

d
. 

“W
h

y is
 M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

 in
te

re
ste

d
 in

 y
o

u
?

” h
e

 in
q

u
ire

d
, a

rc
h

in
g

 a
n

 

e
ye

b
ro

w
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 u

p
 a

t h
im

. O
f c

o
u

rs
e

 th
a

t w
a

s
 w

h
y h

e
 w

a
s
 

th
e

re
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

u
rp

ris
e

d
 h

e
 w

a
s
 a

s
k

in
g

. H
e

 h
a

d
, s

h
e

’d
 re

a
lis

e
d

, a
 

s
c
h

e
d

u
le

 fo
r e

xa
m

in
in

g
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
. A

p
p

ro
xim

a
te

ly e
ve

ry te
n

 

d
a

y
s
. H

e
’d

 s
k

ip
p

e
d

 th
e

 la
s
t s

e
s
s
io

n
 a

n
d

 le
ft it to

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt, b
u

t s
h

e
 

w
a

s
 e

xp
e

c
tin

g
 h

im
 to

 s
h

o
w

 u
p

 a
t s

o
m

e
 p

o
in

t th
e

 n
e

xt d
a

y. If h
e

 

w
a

n
te

d
 to

 h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 ju
s
t w

a
ite

d
. 

“I d
o

n
’t k

n
o

w
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
. “I b

a
re

ly k
n

e
w

 h
im

 in
 s

c
h

o
o

l.” 

C
u

rio
s
ity b

lo
o

m
e

d
 in

 M
a

lfo
y
’s

 e
ye

s
. 

“R
e

a
lly?

 H
o

w
 in

trig
u

in
g

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 m

u
s
in

g
 to

n
e

. “Y
o

u
 a

re
 

s
o

 fu
ll o

f s
u

rp
ris

e
s
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 ro
lle

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. 
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s
h

a
p

e
 o

f h
e

r m
o

u
th

 w
a

s
 c

a
re

le
ss

ly
 s

o
fte

n
e

d
. H

e
r e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 

s
m

u
g

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 A
s
to

ria
 m

a
k

e
 h

e
r w

a
y
 o

ve
r to

 M
a

lfo
y
. A

s
-

to
ria

’s
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n
 s

c
h

o
o

le
d

 its
e

lf in
to

 th
a

t o
f a

ffe
c
tio

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 d
re

w
 

c
lo

s
e

r b
u

t th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 s
p

a
rk

 o
f so

m
e

th
in

g
 e

ls
e

 in
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. 

M
a

lfo
y lo

o
k

e
d

 h
e

r o
ve

r c
a

re
fu

lly b
u

t h
is

 e
x
p

re
ss

io
n

 d
id

n
’t s

o
 

m
u

c
h

 a
s
 flic

k
e

r. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t s

e
e

 A
s
to

ria
’s

 fa
c
e

 w
e

ll fro
m

 h
e

r 

a
n

g
le

. 

“T
e

n
! N

in
e

! E
ig

h
t! S

e
ve

n
!” T

h
e

 ro
o

m
 s

ta
rte

d
 c

h
a

n
tin

g
 a

 c
o

u
n

t-

d
o

w
n

 to
 th

e
 n

e
w

 ye
a

r. 

A
s
 th

e
 n

u
m

b
e

rs
 w

o
u

n
d

 d
o

w
n

 M
a

lfo
y re

a
c
h

e
d

 fo
rw

a
rd

, h
is

 e
x-

p
re

s
s
io

n
 s

till b
la

n
k

, a
n

d
 ra

n
 h

is
 th

u
m

b
 a

c
ro

s
s
 A

s
to

ria
’s

 m
o

u
th

. 

A
t ze

ro
 h

e
 le

a
n

e
d

 fo
rw

a
rd

 a
n

d
 p

re
ss

e
d

 h
is

 lip
s
 a

g
a

in
s
t A

s
to

-

ria
’s

. A
 c

a
m

e
ra

 fla
s
h

e
d

. T
h

e
 ro

o
m

 e
xp

lo
d

e
d

 w
ith

 m
a

g
ic

a
l fire

w
o

rk
s
 

a
n

d
 c

h
e

e
rs

 a
n

d
 c

la
n

k
in

g
 g

la
s
s
w

a
re

 a
s
 p

e
o

p
le

 to
a

s
te

d
. 

M
a

lfo
y’s

 lip
s
 re

m
a

in
e

d
 p

re
s
s
e

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t A

s
to

ria
’s

 b
u

t a
s
 h

e
 

k
is

s
e

d
 h

is
 w

ife
 h

e
 ra

is
e

d
 h

is
 e

ye
s
, lo

o
k

in
g

 o
ve

r A
s
to

ria
’s

 h
e

a
d

. H
is

 

c
o

o
l, g

re
y e

ye
s
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly

 lo
c
k

e
d

 o
n

to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 fa
c
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fo
rg

o
t to

 b
re

a
th

e
. 

S
h

e
 sta

re
d

 b
a

c
k

. F
ro

ze
n

. 

H
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

 flip
p

e
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly. H
e

r h
e

a
rt s

ta
rte

d
 p

o
u

n
d

in
g

 u
n

til 

s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

e
a

r it in
 h

e
r e

a
rs

. S
h

e
 s

h
ive

re
d

. S
h

e
 fe

lt s
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 d
ra

w
 

b
a

c
k

 o
u

t o
f s

ig
h

t b
u

t fo
u

n
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf tra
p

p
e

d
, a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 w

e
re

 

lo
c
k

e
d

 in
 p

la
c
e

 b
y th

e
 c

o
ld

 s
ilve

r. 

H
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 to

 s
ta

re
 u

p
 a

t h
e

r u
n

til A
s
to

ria
 b

ro
k

e
 o

ff th
e

 k
is

s
 

a
n

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

w
a

y
. T

h
e

n
 h

is
 e

ye
s
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 a

n
d

 a
 fa

ls
e

, a
ris

to
c
ra

tic
 

s
m

ile
 c

u
rve

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 h

is
 lip

s
 a

s
 h

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 ro
o

m
, c

la
p

-

p
in

g
 w

ith
o

u
t e

n
th

u
s
ia

s
m

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l s

e
c
o

n
d

s
 b

e
fo

re
 s

n
a

tc
h

in
g

 u
p

 

a
 flu

te
 o

f c
h

a
m

p
a

g
n

e
 fro

m
 a

 flo
a

tin
g

 tra
y
. 

H
e

 k
n

o
c
k

e
d

 it b
a

c
k

 a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 it w
e

re
 m

o
u

th
w

a
s
h

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

t b
a

c
k

 a
n

d
 p

re
s
s
e

d
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r c

h
e

s
t 

a
n

d
 w

ille
d

 h
e

r h
e

a
rt to

 s
to

p
 p

o
u

n
d

in
g

. 

T
h

e
 p

a
rty la

s
te

d
 fo

r h
o

u
rs

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 th
e

 s
o

c
ia

l in
te

r-

a
c
tio

n
s
 c

a
re

fu
lly. L

o
o

k
in

g
 fo

r s
ig

n
s
 o

f te
n

sio
n

 a
n

d
 a

llia
n

c
e

s
. T

ryin
g

 

to
 id

e
n

tify th
e

 s
o

c
ia

l o
rd

e
r th

a
t e

xis
te

d
 in

 o
rd

e
r to

 u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

 w
h

a
t 

w
a

s
 le

ft o
u

t b
y T

h
e

 D
a

ily P
ro

p
h

e
t. 

S
h

e
 s

p
o

tte
d

 G
ra

h
a

m
 M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

 m
in

g
lin

g
 a

n
d

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 h
im

 fo
r 

s
o

m
e

 tim
e

, try
in

g
 to

 d
is

c
e

rn
 if th

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

n
yth

in
g

 fa
m

ilia
r a

b
o

u
t 

h
im

. H
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 e
n

tire
ly fo

re
ig

n
 to

 h
e

r. 

M
a

lfo
y d

id
 n

o
t m

in
g

le
. H

e
 s

to
o

d
 a

n
d

 le
t o

th
e

r p
e

o
p

le
 m

in
g

le
 

w
ith

 
h

im
. It 

g
re

w
 
s
te

a
d

ily
 
a

p
p

a
re

n
t 

to
 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
 
w

h
ic

h
 
p

e
o

p
le

 

k
n

e
w

 h
im

 to
 b

e
 th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 a
n

d
 w

h
ic

h
 w

e
re

 u
n

a
w

a
re

. T
h

e
re

 

w
a

s
 a

 s
o

rt o
f re

ve
re

n
c
e

 a
n

d
 d

e
lic

a
c
y
 in

 h
o

w
 yo

u
n

g
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
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 “I’ve
 a

lw
a

ys
 b

e
e

n
 a

 G
ryffin

d
o

r,” s
h

e
 re

p
lie

d
. 

H
is

 e
y
e

s
 fla

s
h

e
d

 fa
in

tly. 

“T
ru

e
. I s

u
p

p
o

s
e

 yo
u

 h
a

ve
,” h

e
 sa

id
. 

T
h

e
 m

o
m

e
n

t s
tre

tc
h

e
d

 o
u

t. T
h

e
y k

e
p

t s
ta

rin
g

 a
t e

a
c
h

 o
th

e
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 e

ye
s n

a
rro

w
e

d
 a

s
 s

h
e

 a
p

p
ra

is
e

d
 h

im
. 

It s
e

e
m

e
d

 im
p

o
s
s
ib

le
 th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s
 o

n
ly tw

e
n

ty
-fo

u
r ye

a
rs

 o
ld

. 

N
o

 o
n

e
 s

o
 yo

u
n

g
 s

h
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 h
a

d
 s

u
c
h

 ic
ily

 re
s
tra

in
e

d
 ra

g
e

 b
e

h
in

d
 

th
e

ir e
ye

s
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 s
e

e
n

 m
a

n
y
 fa

c
e

s
 a

g
e

d
 b

y th
e

 w
a

r b
u

t 

M
a

lfo
y’s

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n

 w
a

s
 u

n
iq

u
e

. H
e

 w
a

s
 s

o
 p

re
c
is

e
ly

 c
o

n
ta

in
e

d
, 

b
u

t h
is

 e
y
e

s
 w

e
re

 a
 s

to
rm

; th
e

y lo
o

k
e

d
 lik

e
 th

e
y c

o
n

ta
in

e
d

 th
e

 

p
o

w
e

r o
f th

e
 s

e
a

. 

H
o

w
 m

a
n

y
 p

e
o

p
le

 h
a

d
 h

e
 k

ille
d

?
 P

e
o

p
le

 h
e

 k
n

e
w

, p
e

o
p

le
 h

e
 

d
id

n
’t k

n
o

w
; n

o
n

e
 o

f it s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 fa

ze
 h

im
. H

is
 fa

c
e

 w
a

s
 s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 

u
n

m
a

rk
e

d
 b

y w
o

rry; yo
u

n
g

 a
n

d
 in

d
o

le
n

t. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

 th
e

 w
a

r in
 

h
is

 e
ye

s
, th

o
u

g
h

. A
ll th

e
 d

e
a

th
s
 h

e
 h

a
d

 c
a

u
s
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
e

e
n

, a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 

th
e

 g
re

y in
 th

e
m

 w
e

re
 g

h
o

s
ts

. 

G
in

n
y
. H

e
’d

 k
ille

d
 G

in
n

y
. S

tru
n

g
 h

e
r c

o
rp

s
e

 u
p

 in
 fro

n
t o

f a
ll 

h
e

r frie
n

d
s
 a

n
d

 le
ft it to

 ro
t. 

A
n

d
 M

in
e

rva
. P

o
p

p
y P

o
m

fre
y, w

h
o

’d
 
firs

t ta
u

g
h

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

h
e

a
lin

g
. 

N
e

ville
, 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 
firs

t 
frie

n
d

 
in

 
th

e
 
w

iza
rd

in
g

 
w

o
rld

. 

M
o

o
d

y. 

M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 k
ille

d
 e

ve
ryo

n
e

 le
ft a

fte
r th

e
 w

a
r. H

e
’d

 w
ip

e
d

 o
u

t 

th
e

 O
rd

e
r o

f th
e

 P
h

o
e

n
ix

. 

E
ve

n
 u

n
d

e
r th

e
 p

o
tio

n
, th

e
 h

a
tre

d
 a

n
d

 ra
g

e
 s

h
e

 fe
lt to

w
a

rd
 

h
im

 fo
r it w

a
s
 in

e
s
c
a

p
a

b
le

. S
h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t m

e
re

ly h
a

te
 h

im
 e

m
o

tio
n

-

a
lly. T

h
e

 fu
ry o

ve
r a

ll h
e

 h
a

d
 d

e
stro

y
e

d
 w

a
s
 a

 s
tru

c
tu

re
 in

 h
e

r m
in

d
. 

H
e

 d
e

s
e

rve
d

 to
 s

u
ffe

r d
e

e
p

ly fo
r e

ve
ryth

in
g

 h
e

’d
 d

o
n

e
. S

h
e

 d
id

 n
o

t 

n
e

e
d

 to
 fe

e
l e

m
o

tio
n

s
 to

 b
e

lie
ve

 it. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

 w
h

a
t h

e
 g

o
t fro

m
 d

o
in

g
 a

n
y
 o

f it. H
e

 

w
a

s
 w

e
a

lth
y b

u
t h

e
 d

id
n

’t s
e

e
m

 to
 d

o
 a

n
y
th

in
g

 w
ith

 it. H
e

 w
a

s
 p

o
w

-

e
rfu

l b
u

t h
e

 w
a

s
 o

b
lig

e
d

 to
 k

e
e

p
 it a

n
o

n
y
m

o
u

s
. H

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 a
p

p
a

re
n

t 

h
o

b
b

ie
s
 o

th
e

r th
a

n
 e

ffic
ie

n
tly k

illin
g

 p
e

o
p

le
 a

n
d

 re
a

d
in

g
. H

e
 d

id
n

’t 

e
ve

n
 s

e
e

m
 to

 p
a

rtic
u

la
rly e

n
jo

y k
illin

g
 p

e
o

p
le

.   

H
is

 life
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 b

iza
rre

ly e
m

p
ty o

f a
n

y
th

in
g

 s
a

tis
fyin

g
. W

h
a

t 

d
ro

ve
 h

im
?
 

S
h

e
 o

p
e

n
e

d
 h

e
r m

o
u

th
 to

 p
ro

d
 b

u
t c

a
u

g
h

t h
e

rs
e

lf a
n

d
 re

-

fra
in

e
d

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 to
 tre

a
d

 c
a

u
tio

u
s
ly. S

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 th
in

k
 m

o
re

 

a
b

o
u

t it. 

H
e

 s
m

irk
e

d
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
 s

a
w

 h
e

r m
o

u
th

 c
lo

s
e

. 

“C
o

m
p

o
s
in

g
 a

 p
s
yc

h
o

lo
g

ic
a

l s
k

e
tc

h
 o

f m
e

?
” h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 q
u

irk
e

d
 h

e
r m

o
u

th
 in

to
 a

 fa
in

t s
m

ile
. 

“Y
e

s
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
. 
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 “I’ll lo

o
k

 fo
rw

a
rd

 to
 s

e
e

in
g

 it,” h
e

 s
a

id
 tu

rn
in

g
 to

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

 d
o

w
n

 

th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y. 

S
h

e
 sn

iffe
d

 a
n

d
 g

la
re

d
 a

fte
r h

im
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 s
h

a
rp

 c
lic

k
 o

f h
e

e
ls

 a
n

d
 A

s
to

ria
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly

 c
a

m
e

 

a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 c

o
rn

e
r. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 c
a

u
g

h
t s

ig
h

t o
f H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y 

h
e

r e
ye

s
 n

a
rro

w
e

d
 a

n
d

 h
e

r lip
s
 p

u
rs

e
d

 th
e

m
s
e

lve
s
. 

“A
re

 w
e

 a
ll s

o
c
ia

lizin
g

 to
g

e
th

e
r n

o
w

?
” A

s
to

ria
 a

s
k

e
d

 in
 a

 s
a

c
-

c
h

a
rin

e
 vo

ic
e

. 

“Ju
s
t to

u
rin

g
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r,” M

a
lfo

y
 d

ra
w

le
d

, A
s
to

ria
’s

 fa
c
e

 w
h

it-

e
n

e
d

 s
lig

h
tly. “T

h
e

 d
o

o
r to

 th
e

 d
ra

w
in

g
 ro

o
m

 in
 th

e
 s

o
u

th
 w

in
g

 w
a

s
 

o
p

e
n

e
d

.” 

“P
e

rh
a

p
s
 th

e
 h

o
u

s
e

-e
lv

e
s le

ft it o
p

e
n

,” A
s
to

ria
 s

a
id

 s
tiffly. 

“In
d

e
e

d
,” h

e
 s

a
id

 w
ith

 a
 s

m
irk

. “It w
a

s
 u

n
d

o
u

b
te

d
ly

 th
e

 h
o

u
s
e

-

e
lv

e
s
.” 

“I th
o

u
g

h
t yo

u
 h

a
d

 b
u

s
in

e
s
s
 to

d
a

y
,” A

s
to

ria
 s

a
id

, c
h

a
n

g
in

g
 th

e
 

s
u

b
je

c
t a

b
ru

p
tly. “Y

o
u

 s
a

id
 yo

u
r d

a
y w

a
s
 q

u
ite

 fu
ll w

h
e

n
 I a

s
k

e
d

 

yo
u

 to
 s

to
p

 b
y th

e
 fu

n
d

ra
is

e
r th

is
 a

fte
rn

o
o

n
 a

n
d

 ye
t h

e
re

 yo
u

 a
re

 

‘to
u

rin
g

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r.’” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

ve
re

d
 s

lig
h

tly a
s
 s

h
e

 s
to

o
d

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

 M
a

lfo
y a

n
d

 

A
s
to

ria
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 in
te

n
s
e

ly u
n

s
ta

b
le

 a
b

o
u

t M
a

lfo
y’s

 

w
ife

 a
n

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
 d

is
in

c
lin

e
d

 to
 d

ra
w

 h
e

r a
tte

n
tio

n
—

o
r ire

. 

H
o

w
e

ve
r, th

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 w

a
y
 fo

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

 to
 w

ith
d

ra
w

 fro
m

 th
e

 

te
n

s
e

 c
o

n
ve

rs
a

tio
n

 w
ith

o
u

t b
e

in
g

 o
b

vio
u

s
. 

S
h

e
 re

m
a

in
e

d
 fro

ze
n

, w
a

tc
h

in
g

 th
e

 s
c
e

n
e

 c
a

re
fu

lly w
h

ile
 try-

in
g

 to
 b

e
 u

n
o

b
tru

s
ive

. T
h

e
 w

o
rd

s
 fe

lt la
c
e

d
 w

ith
 im

p
lic

a
tio

n
 a

n
d

 

m
u

tu
a

l d
is

lik
e

. A
s
to

ria
 w

a
s
 s

e
e

th
in

g
 w

ith
 b

a
re

ly ve
ile

d
 re

s
e

n
tm

e
n

t, 

h
e

r te
e

th
 fla

s
h

in
g

 fa
in

tly
 a

s
 s

h
e

 g
la

re
d

 u
p

 a
t h

e
r h

u
s
b

a
n

d
. 

“T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 h

a
s
 b

e
e

n
 q

u
ite

 s
p

e
c
ific

 th
a

t th
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 

ta
k

e
s
 p

re
c
e

d
e

n
c
e

 o
ve

r e
ve

ry
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
,” M

a
lfo

y s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 c
o

ld
 e

x-

p
re

s
s
io

n
. 

A
s
to

ria
 g

a
v
e

 a
 s

h
a

rp
, h

y
s
te

ric
a

l la
u

g
h

. 

“G
o

o
d

n
e

s
s
, I d

id
n

’t k
n

o
w

 h
e

irs
 w

e
re

 s
o

 im
p

o
rta

n
t,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 

g
la

n
c
in

g
 o

ve
r a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 s

to
m

a
c
h

. 

“T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
’s in

s
tru

c
tio

n
s
 a

re
 w

h
a

t is
 im

p
o

rta
n

t,” M
a

lfo
y 

s
a

id
, b

e
g

in
n

in
g

 to
 a

p
p

e
a

r b
o

re
d

. H
e

 w
a

s
n

’t e
ve

n
 lo

o
k

in
g

 a
t h

is
 w

ife
, 

in
 fa

c
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 re

a
lis

e
d

, h
e

 w
a

s
 lo

o
k

in
g

 o
ve

r A
s
to

ria
’s

 h
e

a
d

 a
n

d
 

s
ta

rin
g

 a
t a

 m
irro

r o
n

 th
e

 w
a

ll th
a

t re
fle

c
te

d
 h

im
s
e

lf a
n

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

“If h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

 m
e

 to
 fa

rm
 flo

b
b

e
rw

o
rm

s
 I w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 d

o
in

g
 it w

ith
 

e
q

u
a

l d
e

vo
tio

n
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 n
e

a
rly

 s
n

o
rte

d
. 

“I h
a

ve
n

’t n
o

tic
e

d
 a

n
y
 o

f th
e

 o
th

e
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h
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r g
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c
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c
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 c
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 d
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 d
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c
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c
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b
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b
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, b
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c
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 b
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 m
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 b
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 b
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c
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 p
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p
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r a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
ith

 u
n

d
is

-

g
u

is
e

d
 lo

a
th

in
g

. 

“I 
d

o
n

’t 
c
a

re
 
w

h
a

t 
yo

u
 
d

o
 
w

ith
 
h

e
r,” 

A
s
to

ria
 
s
n

a
rle

d
, 

th
e

n
 

tu
rn

e
d

 o
n

 h
e

r h
e

e
l a

n
d

 s
to

rm
e

d
 a

w
a

y
. 

T
h

e
 in

s
ta

b
ility in

 th
e

 a
ir e

va
p

o
ra

te
d

 w
ith

 th
e

 re
c
e

d
in

g
 s

o
u

n
d

 

o
f fo

o
ts

te
p

s
. M

a
lfo

y s
ta

re
d

 a
fte

r A
s
to

ria
 w

ith
 a

n
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 o

f a
n

-

n
o

ya
n

c
e

. H
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 to
 d

ire
c
t h

is
 s

c
o

w
l to

w
a

rd
s
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

“Y
o

u
’ve

 irrita
te

d
 m

y w
ife

, M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
,” h

e
 s

a
id

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
 a

t h
im

. H
e

 a
lm

o
s
t s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 e
xp

e
c
t h

e
r 

to
 a

p
o

lo
g

ize
. 

“M
y
 e

xis
te

n
c
e

 irrita
te

s
 h

e
r,” s

h
e

 re
p

lie
d

 in
d

iffe
re

n
tly. S

h
e

 e
ye

d
 

h
im

. “If yo
u

 'c
a

re
' y

o
u

 c
o

u
ld

 e
a

s
ily re

m
e

d
y
 th

a
t.” 

H
e

 s
n

o
rte

d
 a

n
d

 lo
o

k
e

d
 h

e
r o

ve
r. 

“T
h

a
t p

o
tio

n
 re

a
lly

 d
o

e
s a

 n
u

m
b

e
r o

n
 yo

u
,” h

e
 s

a
id

. H
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 

a
t h

e
r 

s
o

 in
te

n
tly 

it 
fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 
h

e
 
w

e
re

 
c
o

m
m

ittin
g

 
h

e
r 

to
 

m
e

m
o

ry. 

S
h

e
 m

e
t h

is
 g

a
ze

 c
a

lm
ly. S

h
e

 w
is

h
e

d
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 s
o

 c
a

lm
 

w
ith

o
u

t fe
e

lin
g

 lik
e

 s
h

e
 w

e
re

 fro
ze

n
. T

h
e

re
 w

e
re

 s
o

 m
a

n
y
 th

in
g

s
 

a
b

o
u

t h
im

 s
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 u

n
ra

v
e

l a
n

d
 e

xp
lo

it; if s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 o

n
ly re

in
 

in
 h

e
r p

s
yc

h
e

 a
n

d
 m

a
n

a
g

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 s

o
 m

u
c
h

 a
b

o
u

t h
im

 th
a

t m
a

d
e

 little
 s

e
n

s
e

 to
 h

e
r. 

If s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 o

n
ly

 g
e

t c
lo

s
e

r. 

“I fe
e

l lik
e

 I c
a

n
 b

re
a

th
e

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

. “L
ik

e
 I’ve

 b
e

e
n

 d
ro

w
n

in
g

 

s
o

 lo
n

g
 I fo

rg
o

t w
h

a
t o

x
yg

e
n

 fe
lt lik

e
.” 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 g

rim
a

c
e

d
. 

“T
h

e
 w

ith
d

ra
w

a
l le

a
ve

s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 to
 b

e
 d

e
s
ire

d
 th

o
u

g
h

,” s
h

e
 

a
d

d
e

d
. 

H
e

 la
u

g
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 h

is
 e

ye
s
 fin

a
lly

 le
ft h

e
r fa

c
e

. “If I d
id

n
’t le

a
v
e

 

yo
u

 o
n

 th
e

 flo
o

r re
tc

h
in

g
 yo

u
 m

ig
h

t m
a

k
e

 th
e

 m
is

ta
k

e
 o

f th
in

k
in

g
 

I c
a

re
,” h

e
 sa

id
 in

 a
 d

is
m

is
s
ive

 vo
ic

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

t h
im

. 
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 “Y

o
u

 s
e

e
m

 s
u

rp
ris

in
g

ly c
o

n
c
e

rn
e

d
 a

b
o

u
t m

y th
in

k
in

g
 s

u
c
h

 a
 

th
in

g
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 c

o
o

lly. 

M
a

lfo
y p

a
u

s
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r a

g
a

in
 fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t b
e

fo
re

 a
 

s
lo

w
 c

a
t-lik

e
 s

m
ile

 g
ra

c
e

d
 h

is
 lip

s
. 

“A
re

 w
e

 m
o

vin
g

 o
n

 w
ith

 th
e

 a
g

e
n

d
a

 th
e

n
?

” h
e

 d
ra

w
le

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 e

y
e

s n
a

rro
w

e
d

. 

“W
h

a
t w

a
s
 it a

g
a

in
?

 E
xp

lo
re

 th
e

 S
o

u
th

 W
in

g
, try

 to
 fin

d
 th

e
 

k
itc

h
e

n
s
, lo

o
k

 fo
r a

 g
a

rd
e

n
 s

h
e

d
 o

r s
ta

b
le

s
, fin

d
 M

a
lfo

y
 a

n
d

 try to
 

fin
d

 a
 w

e
a

k
n

e
s
s
 to

 e
xp

lo
it?

 A
re

 w
e

 th
a

t fa
r d

o
w

n
 a

lre
a

d
y
?

 Y
o

u
’re

 

q
u

ite
 e

ffic
ie

n
t.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
. S

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 b
e

 a
n

g
ry b

u
t th

e
 p

o
-

tio
n

 h
a

d
 s

u
c
h

 a
 re

a
c
tio

n
 c

a
re

fu
lly

 s
tifle

d
. 

“Y
o

u
 w

e
re

 in
 m

y h
e

a
d

 la
s
t n

ig
h

t,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

 a
t la

s
t. 

“I w
a

s
 tryin

g
 to

 s
le

e
p

 b
u

t y
o

u
 w

e
re

 th
in

k
in

g
 ra

th
e

r lo
u

d
ly,” h

e
 

s
a

id
 in

 a
 b

la
n

d
 to

n
e

, p
ic

k
in

g
 a

 n
o

n
e

xis
te

n
t p

ie
c
e

 o
f lin

t fro
m

 h
is

 

ro
b

e
s
 a

n
d

 s
u

rve
yin

g
 h

is
 fo

ye
r a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 a

n
 in

te
rio

r d
e

c
o

-

ra
to

r. “W
e

ll, h
a

v
e

 fu
n

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 a

fte
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t. “T

h
e

 s
ta

b
le

s
 a

re
 b

e
-

yo
n

d
 th

e
 ro

s
e

 g
a

rd
e

n
s
 o

n
 th

e
 s

o
u

th
 s

id
e

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

o
r. A

n
d

 th
e

 

g
a

rd
e

n
 s

h
e

d
 is

 o
n

 th
e

 fa
r s

id
e

 o
f th

e
 h

e
d

g
e

 m
a

ze
. I h

a
ve

 it o
n

 g
o

o
d

 

a
u

th
o

rity th
a

t yo
u

 c
a

n
n

o
t to

u
c
h

 p
ru

n
in

g
 s

h
e

a
rs

 o
r p

itc
h

fo
rk

s
. Y

o
u

 

m
ig

h
t b

e
 a

b
le

 to
 try s

tra
n

g
lin

g
 m

e
 w

ith
 a

 b
rid

le
, b

u
t s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 I 

d
o

u
b

t yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

 b
rin

g
 yo

u
rs

e
lf to

 a
c
tu

a
lly d

o
 it.” 

H
e

 s
m

irk
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r w
ris

ts
 b

e
fo

re
 tu

rn
in

g
 a

n
d

 a
s
c
e

n
d

in
g

 

th
e

 s
ta

irc
a

s
e

 w
ith

o
u

t a
n

o
th

e
r w

o
rd

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
to

o
d

 a
n

d
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 

h
im

 d
is

a
p

p
e

a
r d

o
w

n
 a

 h
a

llw
a

y
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

, m
u

llin
g

 

h
im

 o
ve

r a
s
 s

h
e

 c
a

lc
u

la
te

d
 h

e
r n

e
xt m

o
ve

. 

H
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 re

a
d

in
g

 h
e

r m
in

d
 th

e
 n

ig
h

t b
e

fo
re

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t 

s
u

rp
ris

e
d

 b
u

t it m
a

d
e

 a
n

yth
in

g
 s

h
e

 d
id

 fe
e

l h
o

rre
n

d
o

u
s
ly fu

tile
. H

e
 

d
id

n
’t e

ve
n

 n
e

e
d

 to
 w

a
it to

 p
e

rfo
rm

 le
g

ilim
e

n
c
y
 o

n
 h

e
r; h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 

ju
s
t g

le
a

n
 h

e
r s

c
h

e
m

e
s
 fro

m
 th

e
 fo

re
fro

n
t o

f h
e

r m
in

d
. 

S
h

e
 w

e
n

t b
a

c
k

 to
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 p

u
t o

n
 h

e
r c

lo
a

k
 a

n
d

 c
h

a
n

g
e

d
 

in
to

 h
e

r b
o

o
ts

. A
s
 s

h
e

 e
xite

d
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r a

t th
e

 ve
ra

n
d

a
 s

h
e

 b
e

g
a

n
 

m
e

n
ta

lly c
o

u
n

tin
g

 u
p

w
a

rd
 b

y
 tw

o
. 

T
w

o
, fo

u
r, six, e

ig
h

t, te
n

, tw
e

lve
…

 

A
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
n

te
d

, s
h

e
 le

t h
e

r m
in

d
 m

e
a

n
d

e
r, th

in
k

in
g

 la
zily. 

D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 a

n
 e

n
ig

m
a

. T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 s

o
 m

a
n

y
 c

o
n

tra
d

ic
-

tio
n

s
 s

w
irlin

g
 b

e
n

e
a

th
 h

is
 c

o
ld

 fa
c
a

d
e

. W
h

a
t w

e
re

 h
is

 a
m

b
itio

n
s
?

 

T
w

e
n

ty
-tw

o
, tw

e
n

ty
-fo

u
r, tw

e
n

ty
-s

ix, tw
e

n
ty

-e
ig

h
t... 

H
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 b

e
 a

c
c
u

m
u

la
tin

g
 p

o
w

e
r w

ith
o

u
t h

a
vin

g
 a

n
y s

p
e

-

c
ific

 p
u

rp
o

s
e

 fo
r it. 
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 W
h

e
n

 h
a

d
 s

h
e

 k
n

o
w

n
 h

im
 to

 th
e

 e
x
te

n
t th

a
t h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 e

xp
e

c
t 

h
e

r to
 re

c
o

g
n

ize
 h

im
?
 

W
h

ile
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 th

in
k

in
g

, H
e

rm
io

n
e

 la
id

 a
s
id

e
 th

e
 p

ie
c
e

 o
f p

a
-

p
e

r h
e

r s
p

a
s
m

in
g

 fin
g

e
rs

 h
a

d
 w

re
c
k

e
d

. 

T
h

e
 M

a
lfo

ys
 w

e
re

 h
o

s
tin

g
 a

 N
e

w
 Y

e
a

r’s
 P

a
rty in

 th
e

  m
a

n
o

r. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 h
a

d
 n

o
 id

e
a

 if M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 a

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y
 h

a
d

n
’t a

p
-

p
e

a
re

d
. 

S
h

e
 s

to
o

d
 a

n
d

 w
e

n
t to

 th
e

 d
o

o
r, h

e
s
ita

tin
g

. S
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 s

e
e

 

p
e

o
p

le
 w

ith
 h

e
r o

w
n

 e
ye

s
 b

u
t th

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t a
ls

o
 te

rrifie
d

 h
e

r. 

If a
n

yo
n

e
 s

a
w

 h
e

r th
e

y c
o

u
ld

 d
o

 a
n

yth
in

g
 th

e
y w

a
n

te
d

 to
 h

e
r 

u
n

le
s
s
 M

a
lfo

y s
h

o
w

e
d

 u
p

 a
n

d
 s

to
p

p
e

d
 th

e
m

. H
e

r s
h

a
rp

, in
s
tin

c
tive

 

re
lie

f a
t h

is
 a

rriva
l e

a
rlie

r u
n

s
e

ttle
d

 h
e

r in
 m

o
re

 w
a

y
s
 th

a
n

 s
h

e
 

w
a

n
te

d
 to

 th
in

k
 a

b
o

u
t. 

B
e

tte
r th

e
 d

e
v
il y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 th
a

n
 th

e
 d

e
vil y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t. 

S
h

e
 s

to
o

d
 a

t th
e

 d
o

o
r fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
s
ita

n
tly 

o
p

e
n

in
g

 it. S
h

e
 c

re
p

t d
o

w
n

 th
e

 h
a

ll a
n

d
 s

lip
p

e
d

 in
to

 o
n

e
 o

f th
e

 d
is

-

u
s
e

d
 s

e
rva

n
ts

 p
a

s
s
a

g
e

s
, w

in
d

in
g

 h
e

r w
a

y
 to

w
a

rd
 th

e
 m

a
in

 w
in

g
 o

f 

th
e

 h
o

u
s
e

. 

G
ra

d
u

a
lly th

e
 s

o
u

n
d

 o
f a

 s
trin

g
 q

u
a

rte
t b

e
g

a
n

 to
 re

a
c
h

 h
e

r 

e
a

rs
 a

c
c
o

m
p

a
n

ie
d

 b
y th

e
 b

u
zz o

f c
o

n
ve

rs
a

tio
n

s
. S

h
e

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 a
n

d
 

lis
te

n
e

d
. 

M
u

s
ic

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t h

e
a

rd
 m

u
s
ic

 in
 y

e
a

rs
. 

S
h

e
 p

a
u

s
e

d
 a

n
d

 le
a

n
e

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t th

e
 w

a
ll to

 a
b

s
o

rb
 it. S

h
u

ttin
g

 

h
e

r e
ye

s
 a

n
d

 b
re

a
th

in
g

 to
 th

e
 te

m
p

o
 o

f th
e

 strin
g

s
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 fo
rg

o
tte

n
 h

o
w

 it fe
lt to

 h
e

a
r m

u
s
ic

. 

A
fte

r fifte
e

n
 m

in
u

te
s
 s

h
e

 re
m

e
m

b
e

re
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
n

d
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 

o
n

 h
e

r w
a

y. S
h

e
 c

ra
c
k

e
d

 o
p

e
n

 a
 d

o
o

r a
n

d
 p

e
e

k
e

d
 in

to
 a

 d
a

rk
e

n
e

d
 

h
a

llw
a

y to
 s

e
e

 if it w
a

s
 c

le
a

r. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

b
o

u
t to

 s
te

p
 o

u
t w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 

h
e

a
rd

 a
 ru

s
tle

 o
f fa

b
ric

 a
n

d
 a

 w
o

m
a

n
’s

 g
ig

g
le

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
te

p
p

e
d

 

s
h

a
rp

ly b
a

c
k

 a
n

d
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 A

s
to

ria
 d

a
rt a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 c
o

rn
e

r g
ra

s
p

in
g

 

s
o

m
e

o
n

e
’s

 w
ris

t. A
 m

a
le

 w
ris

t m
o

s
t d

is
tin

c
tly n

o
t b

e
lo

n
g

in
g

 to
 M

a
l-

fo
y
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t s
e

e
 c

le
a

rly in
 th

e
 d

a
rk

n
e

s
s
 b

u
t th

e
 b

u
ild

 o
f 

th
e

 m
a

n
 w

a
s
 w

ro
n

g
. B

ro
a

d
e

r a
n

d
 s

h
o

rte
r. A

n
d

 n
o

t p
a

le
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 o

r 

b
lo

n
d

. 

A
s
to

ria
 le

a
n

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 w

a
ll a

n
d

 th
e

 m
a

n
 c

lo
s
e

d
 in

 o
n

 

h
e

r u
n

til H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t s

e
e

 th
e

 b
lo

n
d

e
 w

itc
h

 a
t a

ll. H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s 

e
ye

s
 w

id
e

n
e

d
 a

s
 th

e
 g

ig
g

lin
g

 g
a

ve
 w

a
y to

 b
re

a
th

y
 g

a
s
p

s
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t—

w
e

ll, it w
a

s
n

’t n
e

c
e

s
s
a

rily
 s

u
rp

ris
in

g
—

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

ju
s
t h

a
d

n
’t e

xp
e

c
t to

 e
n

c
o

u
n

te
r it. 
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 S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t—

 

H
e

 w
a

s
 o

n
ly

 a
 fe

w
 fe

e
t a

w
a

y
 a

n
d

 h
is

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 g

ro
w

in
g

 

triu
m

p
h

a
n

t. 

S
u

d
d

e
n

ly th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 s
h

a
rp

 c
ra

c
k

 a
n

d
 M

a
lfo

y a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 b

e
-

s
id

e
 h

e
r o

u
t o

f th
in

 a
ir. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 a

n
d

 s
h

ra
n

k
 to

w
a

rd
 h

im
, 

a
w

a
y fro

m
 th

e
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

in
g

 s
tra

n
g

e
r. 

T
h

e
 in

te
n

s
e

, triu
m

p
h

a
n

t e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 o

n
 th

e
 y

o
u

n
g

 m
a

n
’s

 fa
c
e

 

fa
d

e
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly in
to

 in
d

iffe
re

n
c
e

 a
t th

e
 s

ig
h

t o
f M

a
lfo

y. T
h

e
 s

h
iftin

e
ss

 

o
f h

is
 p

o
s
tu

re
 fa

llin
g

 a
w

a
y a

s
 h

e
 s

tra
ig

h
te

n
e

d
 a

n
d

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 ro

o
m

. 

“L
o

s
e

 
yo

u
r 

w
a

y
, 

M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
?
” 

M
a

lfo
y
 

a
s
k

e
d

 
c
o

ld
ly 

a
s
 

h
e

 

s
te

p
p

e
d

 s
lig

h
tly in

 fro
n

t o
f H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 s

h
ru

g
g

e
d

. 

“Ju
s
t e

xp
lo

rin
g

,” h
e

 s
a

id
. “I g

o
t c

u
rio

u
s
 w

h
e

n
 I s

a
w

 h
e

r. Y
o

u
’ve

 

g
o

t a
 lo

t o
f p

ro
te

c
tive

 w
a

rd
s
 o

n
 th

is
 ro

o
m

, M
a

lfo
y.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 e

ye
s
 d

a
rte

d
 to

 th
e

 w
a

lls
. W

e
re

 th
e

re
?
 S

h
e

’d
 n

e
ve

r 

n
o

tic
e

d
. It w

a
s
 d

iffic
u

lt to
 d

e
te

c
t c

e
rta

in
 typ

e
s
 o

f w
a

rd
s
 w

ith
o

u
t a

 

w
a

n
d

 o
r a

 b
it o

f m
a

g
ic

 to
 p

re
s
s
 in

to
 th

e
m

. 

“T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 e

n
tru

s
te

d
 h

e
r to

 m
e

 w
ith

 s
p

e
c
ific

 in
s
tru

c
tio

n
s
 

re
g

a
rd

in
g

 h
e

r c
a

re
. It’s

 a
lw

a
y
s
 u

s
e

fu
l to

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

e
n

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 is

 

tre
sp

a
s
s
in

g
,” M

a
lfo

y re
p

lie
d

. H
is

 to
n

e
 w

a
s
 p

u
re

 ic
e

. 

M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 la

u
g

h
e

d
. “Is

 s
h

e
 n

o
t a

llo
w

e
d

 vis
ito

rs
?
” 

“S
h

e
 is

 n
o

t,” M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

, s
te

p
p

in
g

 a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

fte
r 

g
ivin

g
 h

e
r th

e
 m

o
s
t p

e
rfu

n
c
to

ry g
la

n
c
e

. “A
n

d
 if yo

u
 w

e
re

 ju
s
t c

u
ri-

o
u

s
 yo

u
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 a
s
k

e
d

 m
e

. It’s n
e

a
rly m

id
n

ig
h

t. P
e

rh
a

p
s
 w

e
 

s
h

o
u

ld
 re

tu
rn

 to
 th

e
 p

a
rty

. I’m
 su

re
 A

s
to

ria
 w

ill b
e

 w
a

n
tin

g
 u

s
.” 

M
a

lfo
y s

ta
lk

e
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 w

a
ite

d
 fo

r M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 to

 

fo
llo

w
 h

im
. M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 in

te
n

tio
n

a
lly ta

k
e

 h
is

 tim
e

. 

H
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 ro
o

m
 a

g
a

in
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 b

a
c
k

 a
t H

e
rm

i-

o
n

e
. T

h
e

 in
te

n
sity

 re
tu

rn
e

d
 to

 h
is

 e
ye

s
 a

s
 h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r 

w
ith

 M
a

lfo
y b

e
h

in
d

 h
im

. 

S
o

m
e

th
in

g
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 h
e

 w
a

s
 tryin

g
 to

 c
o

m
m

u
n

i-

c
a

te
 to

 h
e

r. 

T
h

e
n

 h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 a
n

d
 fo

llo
w

e
d

 M
a

lfo
y o

u
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t th

e
 d

o
o

r th
a

t c
lo

s
e

d
 b

e
h

in
d

 th
e

m
 fo

r s
e

v-

e
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
. 

M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
. 

G
ra

h
a

m
 M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

?
 

H
e

’d
 b

e
e

n
 o

n
 th

e
 In

q
u

is
ito

ria
l S

q
u

a
d

. A
n

d
 h

e
’d

 b
e

e
n

 c
a

p
ta

in
 

o
f th

e
 S

lyth
e

rin
 Q

u
id

d
itc

h
 te

a
m

. F
re

d
 a

n
d

 G
e

o
rg

e
 h

a
d

 s
h

o
ve

d
 h

im
 

in
to

 th
e

 V
a

n
is

h
in

g
 C

a
b

in
e

t d
u

rin
g

 F
ifth

 Y
e

a
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
a

re
ly

 k
n

e
w

 h
im

. H
e

 b
a

re
ly

 k
n

e
w

 h
e

r. 
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anacled 

 H
e

 k
n

e
w

 h
e

 w
a

s
 s

h
a

c
k

le
d

 b
y
 o

rd
e

rs
 h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t d
is

o
b

e
y. M

a
rry 

A
s
to

ria
, s

u
lly

 h
is

 b
lo

o
d

lin
e

 w
ith

 h
a

lf-b
lo

o
d

s
, k

e
e

p
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 u

n
d

e
r 

c
o

n
s
ta

n
t s

u
p

e
rvis

io
n

…
 

H
e

 
fo

llo
w

e
d

 
V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt’s

 
c
o

m
m

a
n

d
s
 
w

ith
 
d

e
vo

tio
n

 
d

e
sp

ite
 

h
a

vin
g

 n
o

 a
p

p
a

re
n

t ta
s
te

 fo
r th

e
m

. 

W
h

a
t d

id
 h

e
 g

e
t fro

m
 it?

 W
h

a
t w

a
s
 it th

a
t d

ro
ve

 h
im

?
 H

is
 

p
o

w
e

r a
n

d
 s

ta
tu

s
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 p

o
in

tle
s
s
. H

e
 d

id
n

’t s
e

e
m

 to
 b

e
 g

e
ttin

g
 

a
n

yth
in

g
 fro

m
 it th

a
t h

e
 w

o
u

ld
n

’t h
a

v
e

 a
s
 a

 m
id

-tie
r D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

r. 

S
ixty

-s
ix, sixty

-e
ig

h
t, s

e
ve

n
ty, s

e
ve

n
ty

-tw
o

... 

O
f c

o
u

rs
e

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 m
ig

h
t b

e
 m

is
s
in

g
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

. H
e

 s
p

e
n

t 

d
a

y
s
 a

w
a

y
 d

u
rin

g
 w

h
ic

h
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
 id

e
a

 w
h

a
t h

e
 d

id
. T

h
e

re
 c

o
u

ld
 

b
e

 c
o

u
n

tle
s
s
 th

in
g

s
 h

e
 w

a
s
 d

o
in

g
 th

a
t s

h
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
 k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 o

f. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 o

ve
rlo

o
k

in
g

. A
 d

e
ta

il s
h

e
 fe

lt 

s
h

e
 k

n
e

w
 s

u
b

c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
ly b

u
t c

o
u

ld
n

’t p
la

c
e

. S
o

m
e

th
in

g
…

 s
o

m
e

-

th
in

g
. L

ik
e

 a
 p

u
zzle

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 p

ie
c
in

g
 to

g
e

th
e

r, b
u

ilt fro
m

 a
ll th

e
 c

o
n

-

tra
d

ic
to

ry in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
c
c
u

m
u

la
tin

g
 in

 h
e

r m
in

d
. 

O
n

e
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 a

n
d

 th
irty

-tw
o

. O
n

e
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 a

n
d

 th
irty

-fo
u

r. O
n

e
 

h
u

n
d

re
d

 a
n

d
 th

irty
-s

ix. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 in

 th
e

 b
a

c
k

 o
f h

e
r m

in
d

 c
ra

c
k

 a
n

d
 a

 p
a

g
e

 

o
f a

 w
e

ll-w
o

rn
 n

o
te

b
o

o
k

 fille
d

 w
ith

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

w
ritin

g
 s

w
a

m
 b

e
fo

re
 

h
e

r e
ye

s
. 

“T
h

e
 fa

n
fa

re
 is

 in
 th

e
 lig

h
t b

u
t th

e
 e

x
e

c
u

tio
n

 is
 in

 th
e

 d
a

rk
, th

e
 

p
u

rp
o

s
e

 b
e

in
g

 a
lw

a
y
s
 to

 m
is

le
a

d
. In

te
n

tio
n

 is
 re

v
e

a
le

d
 to

 d
iv

e
rt th

e
 

a
tte

n
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 a
d

ve
rs

a
ry

, th
e

n
 it is

 c
h

a
n

g
e

d
 to

 g
a

in
 th

e
 e

n
d

 b
y
 

w
h

a
t w

a
s
 u

n
e

x
p

e
c
te

d
. B

u
t in

s
ig

h
t is

 w
is

e
, w

a
ry

, a
n

d
 w

a
its

 b
e

h
in

d
 

its
 a

rm
o

r. S
e

n
s
in

g
 a

lw
a

y
s
 th

e
 o

p
p

o
s
ite

 o
f w

h
a

t it w
a

s
 to

 s
e

n
s
e

 a
n

d
 

re
c
o

g
n

izin
g

 a
t o

n
c
e

 th
e

 re
a

l p
u

rp
o

s
e

 o
f th

e
 tric

k
, it a

llo
w

s
 e

v
e

ry
 

firs
t h

in
t to

 p
a

s
s
, lie

s
 in

 w
a

it fo
r a

 s
e

c
o

n
d

, a
n

d
 e

v
e

n
 a

 th
ird

. T
h

e
 

s
im

u
la

tio
n

 o
f tru

th
 n

o
w

 m
o

u
n

ts
 h

ig
h

e
r b

y
 g

lo
s
s
in

g
 th

e
 d

e
c
e

p
tio

n
 

a
n

d
 trie

s
, th

ro
u

g
h

 tru
th

 its
e

lf to
 fa

ls
ify

. It c
h

a
n

g
e

d
 th

e
 p

la
y
 in

 o
rd

e
r 

to
 c

h
a

n
g

e
 th

e
 tric

k
 a

n
d

 m
a

k
e

s
 th

e
 re

a
s
o

n
 a

p
p

e
a

r th
e

 p
h

a
n

to
m

 b
y
 

fo
u

n
d

in
g

 th
e

 g
re

a
te

s
t fra

u
d

 u
p

o
n

 th
e

 g
re

a
te

s
t c

a
n

d
o

r. B
u

t w
a

rin
e

s
s 

is
 o

n
 w

a
tc

h
 s

e
e

in
g

 c
le

a
rly

 w
h

a
t is

 in
te

n
d

e
d

, c
o

v
e

rin
g

 th
e

 d
a

rk
n

e
ss

 

th
a

t w
a

s
 c

lo
th

e
d

 in
 lig

h
t, a

n
d

 re
c
o

g
n

izin
g

 th
a

t d
e

s
ig

n
 m

o
s
t a

rtfu
l 

w
h

ic
h

 lo
o

k
s
 m

o
s
t a

rtle
s
s
. In

 s
u

c
h

 fa
s
h

io
n

, th
e

 w
ilin

e
s
s
 o

f P
y
th

o
n

 is
 

m
a

tc
h

e
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 s

im
p

lic
ity

 o
f A

p
o

llo
’s

 p
e

n
e

tra
tin

g
 ra

y
s
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 p
a

u
s
e

d
 w

o
n

d
e

rin
g

 w
h

e
re

 th
e

 w
o

rd
s
 h

a
d

 c
o

m
e

 fro
m

. 

It w
a

s
n

’t a
 b

o
o

k
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 re
c
a

ll. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 m
e

m
o

rize
d

 th
e

 w
o

rd
s
. 

A
s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
a

w
 th

e
m

 in
 m

e
m

o
ry

 s
h

e
 re

c
a

lle
d

 m
e

m
o

rizin
g

 

th
e

m
. 

T
h

e
 fa

n
fa

re
 is

 in
 th

e
 lig

h
t b

u
t th

e
 e

x
e

c
u

tio
n

 is
 in

 th
e

 d
a

rk
. 

S
h

e
 re

p
e

a
te

d
 th

e
 w

o
rd

s
 to

 h
e

rs
e

lf s
e

ve
ra

l tim
e

s
. 
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 T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 c

o
u

n
tin

g
 b

y th
re

e
 a

s
 s

h
e

 p
ro

c
e

e
d

e
d

 o
n

 h
e

r 

w
a

y
 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
th

e
 
h

e
d

g
e

 m
a

ze
 in

 
th

e
 d

ire
c
tio

n
 
th

a
t 

M
a

lfo
y 

h
a

d
 

c
la

im
e

d
 th

e
 g

a
rd

e
n

 sh
e

d
 w

a
s
. 

T
h

e
 d

a
y
 p

a
s
s
e

d
 p

o
in

tle
ss

ly, fille
d

 w
ith

 c
o

u
n

tin
g

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 

n
o

th
in

g
 u

s
e

fu
l s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fin
d

 d
u

rin
g

 h
e

r fin
a

l e
xp

lo
ra

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 

M
a

lfo
y e

s
ta

te
. 

T
h

e
 g

a
rd

e
n

 s
h

e
d

 M
a

lfo
y d

ire
c
te

d
 h

e
r to

 w
a

s
 lo

c
k

e
d

. 

S
h

e
 d

id
 d

is
c
o

ve
r th

a
t M

a
lfo

y
 k

e
p

t a
 s

ta
b

le
 o

f w
in

g
e

d
 h

o
rs

e
s
; 

e
n

o
rm

o
u

s
 A

b
ra

x
a

n
s
, G

ra
n

ia
n

s
, a

n
d

 A
e

th
o

n
e

n
s
. A

ll o
f w

h
ic

h
 s

ta
re

d
 

d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r th

ro
u

g
h

 b
a

rre
d

 s
ta

b
le

 d
o

o
rs

 a
n

d
 s

to
m

p
e

d
 th

e
ir h

o
o

ve
s
 

w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 g

o
t c

lo
s
e

. 

A
 d

a
in

ty G
ra

n
ia

n
 w

a
s
 th

e
 o

n
ly o

n
e

 w
h

o
 d

id
n

’t s
te

p
 b

a
c
k

 w
h

e
n

 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
p

p
ro

a
c
h

e
d

. It flu
tte

re
d

 its
 s

m
o

k
e

y w
in

g
s
 a

n
d

 s
h

o
ve

d
 its

 

n
o

s
e

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 b

a
rs

, n
ic

k
e

rin
g

 a
n

d
 to

s
s
in

g
 its

 h
e

a
d

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
lig

h
tly

 
s
tro

k
e

d
 

its
 

ve
lve

ty 
m

u
zzle

 
a

n
d

 
fe

lt 
th

e
 

w
a

rm
th

 o
f its

 h
u

ffin
g

 b
re

a
th

 a
g

a
in

s
t h

e
r p

a
lm

. If H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 m

in
d

 

h
a

d
n

’t b
e

e
n

 s
m

o
th

e
re

d
 s

h
e

 m
ig

h
t h

a
v
e

 c
rie

d
 a

t th
e

 re
a

liza
tio

n
 th

a
t 

a
 h

o
rs

e
 w

a
s
 th

e
 firs

t w
a

rm
 a

n
d

 g
e

n
tle

 th
in

g
 to

 to
u

c
h

 h
e

r in
 y

e
a

rs
. 

S
h

e
 s

to
o

d
 fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
 p

e
ttin

g
 th

e
 h

o
rs

e
’s fo

re
h

e
a

d
 

a
n

d
 lig

h
tly s

c
ra

tc
h

in
g

 its
 c

h
in

 w
h

ile
 it n

u
zzle

d
 h

e
r ro

b
e

s
 in

 th
e

 h
o

p
e

 

o
f fin

d
in

g
 a

n
 a

p
p

le
 o

r c
a

rro
t. W

h
e

n
 it re

a
lis

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
th

-

in
g

 to
 o

ffe
r it p

u
lle

d
 its

 n
a

rro
w

 h
e

a
d

 b
a

c
k

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 b

a
rs

 a
n

d
 

ig
n

o
re

d
 h

e
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lin
g

e
re

d
 th

e
re

 fo
r lo

n
g

e
r th

a
n

 s
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 to
o

k
 to

 th
e

 p
a

th
s
 a

n
d

 fo
u

n
d

 th
e

 e
n

tra
n

c
e

 o
f M

a
lfo

y 

M
a

n
o

r. L
a

rg
e

 iro
n

 w
ro

u
g

h
t g

a
te

s
 s

to
o

d
 c

lo
s
e

d
 a

n
d

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t o
p

e
n

 

fo
r h

e
r. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
n

’t s
u

re
 w

h
a

t s
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 d
o

n
e

 if th
e

y 

h
a

d
. S

h
e

 w
a

n
d

e
re

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 a

s
 m

u
c
h

 o
f th

e
 e

s
ta

te
 a

s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fo
u

n
d

 th
e

 fa
m

ily c
e

m
e

te
ry

. C
o

u
n

tle
s
s
 h

e
a

d
s
to

n
e

s 

a
n

d
 m

a
u

s
o

le
u

m
s b

u
rie

d
 u

n
d

e
r s

n
o

w
. T

h
e

 M
a

lfo
y F

a
m

ily w
a

s
 a

n
-

c
ie

n
t. O

n
ly o

n
e

 m
a

u
s
o

le
u

m
 w

a
s
 c

a
re

fu
lly

 c
le

a
re

d
 o

f s
n

o
w

. O
n

 e
a

c
h

 

s
id

e
 o

f th
e

 d
o

o
r th

e
re

 w
e

re
 e

n
c
h

a
n

te
d

 d
a

ffo
d

ils
, b

lo
o

m
in

g
. H

e
rm

i-

o
n

e
 stu

d
ie

d
 th

e
 w

o
rd

s
 c

a
rve

d
 in

to
 th

e
 m

a
rb

le
. 

N
a

rc
is

s
a

 B
la

c
k

 M
a

lfo
y
. B

e
lo

ve
d

 w
ife

 a
n

d
 m

o
th

e
r. A

s
tra

 in
c
li-

n
a

n
t, s

e
d

 n
o

n
 o

b
lig

a
n

t. 

A
 la

rg
e

 h
e

a
d

s
to

n
e

 fo
r B

e
lla

trix
 L

e
stra

n
g

e
 s

to
o

d
 n

e
a

rb
y. T

h
e

 

B
la

c
k

 F
a

m
ily c

re
s
t a

d
o

rn
in

g
 th

e
 m

a
rb

le
. T

o
u

jo
u

rs
 P

u
r.    

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 le
ft th

e
 c

e
m

e
te

ry
 a

n
d

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 e

x
p

lo
rin

g
 th

e
 e

s
-

ta
te

. It fe
lt e

n
d

le
ss

. Is
o

la
te

d
. U

n
in

te
rru

p
te

d
 s

n
o

w
y h

ills
 s

tre
tc

h
in

g
 

o
u

t a
s
 fa

r a
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
e

e
, b

lin
d

in
g

ly w
h

ite
 u

n
d

e
r th

e
 c

le
a

r b
lu

e
 

s
k

y. W
h

e
n

 n
ig

h
t fe

ll H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 w

a
n

d
e

rin
g

, s
ta

rin
g

 u
p

 a
t 

   ive
 d

a
ys

 la
te

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 s

e
a

te
d

 o
n

 th
e

 flo
o

r b
y th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

 

fo
ld

in
g

 w
h

a
t w

a
s
, b

y
 h

e
r c

o
u

n
t, h

e
r tw

o
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 a

n
d

 th
irty

-

s
ixth

 p
a

p
e

r c
ra

n
e

 w
h

e
n

 th
e

 d
o

o
r o

p
e

n
e

d
 a

n
d

 a
 yo

u
n

g
 m

a
n

 

p
e

e
re

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

. H
is

 e
ye

s
 s

w
e

p
t a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 w

h
e

n
 th

e
y 

la
n

d
e

d
 o

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

e
 e

n
te

re
d

 th
e

 ro
o

m
 a

n
d

 q
u

ic
k

ly c
lo

s
e

d
 th

e
 

d
o

o
r b

e
h

in
d

 h
im

s
e

lf. 

H
is

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n

 w
a

s
 s

h
ifty a

n
d

 h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r in

te
n

tly a
s
 h

e
 

c
a

m
e

 fo
rw

a
rd

. 

H
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 h
u

rrie
d

. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 s

o
lid

ly b
u

ilt w
ith

 d
a

rk
 h

a
ir a

n
d

 a
n

 a
n

g
u

la
r fa

c
e

. H
e

 w
a

s
 

w
e

a
rin

g
 fo

rm
a

l, d
a

rk
 b

lu
e

 d
re

s
s
 ro

b
e

s
. H

e
 h

a
d

 th
ic

k
 s

tu
b

b
le

 a
c
ro

s
s
 

h
is

 fa
c
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 in

s
tin

c
tive

 re
s
p

o
n

s
e

 a
t th

e
 s

ig
h

t o
f h

im
 w

a
s
 u

tte
r 

te
rro

r. 

S
h

e
 fro

ze
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 p
e

trifie
d

 a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
.   

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
w

h
e

re
 to

 ru
n

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t e
ve

n
 s

c
re

a
m

. 

It h
a

d
n

’t e
ve

r o
c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 h

e
r th

a
t a

 s
tra

n
g

e
r m

ig
h

t ju
s
t w

a
lk

 

in
to

 h
e

r ro
o

m
 o

n
e

 d
a

y
. 

H
e

 p
a

u
s
e

d
 s

lig
h

tly
 a

s
 h

e
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

, n
o

tin
g

 h
e

r e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
. 

“Y
o

u
 d

o
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r m
e

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 to

n
e

 o
f s

u
rp

ris
e

. T
h

e
re

 

s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 b

e
 a

 h
in

t o
f o

ffe
n

s
e

 in
 th

e
 w

o
rd

s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 h

im
 d

e
s
p

e
ra

te
ly, tryin

g
 to

 g
u

e
s
s
 w

h
o

 h
e

 

w
a

s
. H

e
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 va

g
u

e
ly fa

m
ilia

r. P
e

rh
a

p
s
 fro

m
 s

c
h

o
o

l?
 S

o
m

e
o

n
e

 

s
h

e
 h

a
d

n
’t k

n
o

w
n

 w
e

ll. 

H
e

 k
e

p
t c

o
m

in
g

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

. H
e

 w
a

s
 h

a
lfw

a
y a

c
ro

s
s
 it a

n
d

 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 h

a
n

d
s
 s

ta
rte

d
 s

p
a

s
m

in
g

 a
s
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 to
 th

in
k

 o
f 

w
h

a
t to

 d
o

. If s
h

e
 b

o
lte

d
, s

h
e

’d
 h

a
ve

 to
 g

e
t o

u
t o

f e
a

rs
h

o
t o

r h
e

 

c
o

u
ld

 ju
s
t o

rd
e

r h
e

r to
 s

to
p

. P
e

rh
a

p
s
 if s

h
e

 p
lu

g
g

e
d

 h
e

r e
a

rs
...b

u
t 

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 ju
s
t s

tu
n

 h
e

r. 
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a
y
b

e
 I’m

 d
o

in
g
 it to

 e
n

c
o

u
ra

g
e

 h
e

r c
ritic

a
l th

in
k

in
g

…
. F

in
e

, 

I s
in

c
e

re
ly

 a
p

o
lo

g
is

e
 fo

r h
o

w
 h

o
rrib

ly
 m

is
e

d
u

c
a

te
d

 s
h

e
’ll b

e
 n

o
w

. I 

w
ill a

c
c
e

p
t fu

ll re
s
p

o
n

s
ib

ility
 w

h
e

n
 it c

a
u

s
e

s
 h

e
r to

 b
e

 c
a

s
t fro

m
 

c
iv

il s
o

c
ie

ty
 a

n
d

 fo
rc

e
d

 to
 w

a
n

d
e

r th
e

 e
a

rth
 a

s
 a

 n
o

m
a

d
. In

 th
e

 fu
-

tu
re

 I’ll b
e

 s
u

re
 to

 c
ro

s
s
-re

fe
re

n
c
e

 e
ve

ry
th

in
g

 I s
a

y
 a

t th
e

 lib
ra

ry 

firs
t.” “ Y

e
s
, th

a
n

k
 y

o
u

. T
h

a
t w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 g

re
a

t.” 

“T
h

e
 tro

u
b

le
 w

ith
 m

a
rry

in
g

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 w

h
o

 n
e

v
e

r b
o

re
s
 y

o
u

 is
 

th
a

t th
e

y
 d

o
n

’t e
v
e

n
 le

a
v
e

 a
 m

a
n

 in
 p

e
a

c
e

 to
 te

a
c
h

 h
is

 d
a

u
g

h
te

r h
is

 

fa
v
o

u
rite

 h
o

b
b

y
. H

e
re

, I’ll s
h

o
w

 y
o

u
 h

o
w

 to
 m

a
k

e
 o

rig
a

m
i te

s
s
e

lla
-

tio
n

s
. Y

o
u

 m
o

th
e

r d
o

e
s
n

’t k
n

o
w

 a
 th

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t th
o

s
e

. I ju
s
t re

a
d

 a
 

p
a

p
e

r b
y
 a

n
 a

s
tro

p
h

y
s
ic

is
t w

h
o

 p
ro

p
o

s
e

s
 u

s
in

g
 th

e
 te

c
h

n
iq

u
e

 to
 

s
to

re
 la

rg
e

 m
e

m
b

ra
n

e
s
 o

n
 s

a
te

llite
s
.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fo
ld

e
d

 o
rig

a
m

i c
ra

n
e

s
 u

n
til h

e
r fin

g
e

rtip
s
 fe

lt ra
w

. 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 a

rra
n

g
e

d
 th

e
m

 o
n

 th
e

 flo
o

r s
o

 th
e

y
 w

o
u

ld
 s

ta
n

d
, w

in
g

s
 

e
xte

n
d

e
d

. 

T
h

e
 n

e
w

s
p

a
p

e
r w

a
s
 n

o
t a

n
 id

e
a

l s
tre

n
g

th
 fo

r o
rig

a
m

i b
u

t it 

w
a

s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 to
 d

o
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

n
’t h

a
d

 a
n

yth
in

g
 to

 d
o

 in
 s

o
 

lo
n

g
. It w

a
s
 to

o
 b

a
d

 th
a

t Ja
p

a
n

e
s
e

 m
yth

o
lo

g
y
 w

a
s
n

’t a
c
tu

a
lly re

a
l 

m
a

g
ic

. S
h

e
’d

 fo
ld

 a
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 th

o
u

s
a

n
d

 c
ra

n
e

s
 if it w

o
u

ld
 g

ive
 h

e
r a

 

b
it o

f lu
c
k

. 

S
h

e
 g

a
th

e
re

d
 th

e
 c

ra
n

e
s
 u

p
 a

n
d

 fla
tte

n
e

d
 th

e
m

 a
ll. L

e
a

vin
g

 

th
e

m
 in

 a
 n

e
a

t p
ile

 fo
r th

e
 e

lv
e

s
 to

 b
a

n
is

h
. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 w
h

a
t h

e
r p

a
re

n
ts

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 lik

e
. W

h
a

t k
in

d
s
 o

f 

jo
b

s
 th

e
y h

a
d

.   

S
h

e
 h

o
p

e
d

 th
a

t h
e

r in
a

b
ility to

 re
m

e
m

b
e

r th
e

m
 m

e
a

n
t th

a
t 

th
e

y w
e

re
 s

a
fe

 s
o

m
e

w
h

e
re

. T
h

a
t s

h
e

 h
a

d
 p

ro
te

c
te

d
 th

e
m

 b
e

fo
re

 

th
e

 w
a

r s
ta

rte
d

. 

S
h

e
 h

o
p

e
d

 th
e

y d
id

n
’t k

n
o

w
 w

h
a

t h
a

d
 b

e
c
o

m
e

 o
f h

e
r.
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th

e
 c

o
n

s
te

lla
tio

n
s
 u

n
til s

h
e

 fe
lt th

e
 p

o
tio

n
’s e

ffe
c
ts

 b
e

g
in

 fa
d

in
g

 

a
w

a
y
. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt s
o

 ill th
e

 n
e

xt m
o

rn
in

g
 s

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 d

yin
g

. S
h

e
 

vo
m

ite
d

 o
ff th

e
 s

id
e

 o
f th

e
 b

e
d

 a
n

d
 it to

o
k

 h
e

r h
o

u
rs

 b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 d
ra

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf in

to
 th

e
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
. S

h
e

 d
id

n
’t k

n
o

w
 if s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 

b
e

c
o

m
e

 im
m

u
n

e
 to

 th
e

 p
o

tio
n

 b
u

t s
h

e
 d

id
n

’t th
in

k
 it w

a
s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
 

to
 
c
o

n
tin

u
e

 
s
u

rvivin
g

 
it 

to
 
fin

d
 
o

u
t. 

E
ve

n
 
if 

M
a

lfo
y 

s
e

n
t 

it 
s
h

e
 

d
o

u
b

te
d

 s
h

e
’d

 b
e

 a
b

le
 to

 h
a

n
d

le
 d

o
s
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf a

g
a

in
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

ic
k

 fo
r tw

o
 d

a
ys

, p
re

ss
e

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

 a
s
 s

h
e

 

s
h

ive
re

d
 a

n
d

 s
w

e
a

te
d

 th
e

 p
o

tio
n

 fro
m

 h
e

r s
y
s
te

m
. M

u
llin

g
 o

ve
r 

M
a

lfo
y a

n
d

 th
e

 d
ra

w
in

g
 ro

o
m

 in
 th

e
 S

o
u

th
 W

in
g

 a
g

a
in

 a
n

d
 a

g
a

in
 

w
h

e
n

 sh
e

 w
a

s
n

’t to
o

 fe
ve

ris
h

 to
 e

ve
n

 th
in

k
 c

o
h

e
re

n
tly. O

n
 th

e
 s

e
c
-

o
n

d
 n

ig
h

t s
h

e
 d

re
a

m
t o

f G
in

n
y
. 

G
in

n
y
 w

a
s
 h

u
d

d
le

d
 n

e
x
t to

 a
 b

e
d

 a
n

d
 q

u
ie

tly
 s

o
b

b
in

g
. S

h
e

 

tu
rn

e
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly
 w

h
e

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 e

n
te

re
d

 th
e

 ro
o

m
. G

in
n

y
’s

 e
x
p

re
s
-

s
io

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 a
n

d
 c

a
u

g
h

t s
ig

h
t o

f H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 a

n
g

u
is

h
e

d
, 

h
e

r c
h

e
s
t w

a
s
 s

tu
tte

rin
g

 s
h

a
rp

ly
 a

n
d

 ra
g

g
e

d
 b

re
a

th
s
 w

e
re

 b
e

in
g
 

g
a

s
p

e
d

 ra
p

id
ly

 th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r o

p
e

n
 m

o
u

th
. E

v
e

n
 h

e
r re

d
 h

a
ir w

a
s
 w

e
t 

w
ith

 te
a

rs
. 

A
s
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

 G
in

n
y
’s

 h
a

ir s
lip

p
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 a
n

d
 e

x
-

p
o

s
e

d
 a

 lo
n

g
, c

ru
e

l s
c
a

r tw
is

tin
g

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 s
id

e
 o

f h
e

r fa
c
e

 fro
m

 h
e

r 

fo
re

h
e

a
d

 d
o

w
n

 to
 th

e
 ja

w
. 

“G
in

n
y
,” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
s
a

id
. 

“G
in

n
y
, 

w
h

a
t’s

 
w

ro
n

g
?
 
W

h
a

t 
h

a
p

-

p
e

n
e

d
?
” 

“I d
o

n
’t k

n
o

w
—

“ G
in

n
y
 fo

rc
e

d
 th

e
 w

o
rd

s
 o

u
t a

n
d

 th
e

n
 s

ta
rte

d
 

c
ry

in
g

 h
a

rd
e

r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 k
n

e
lt d

o
w

n
 n

e
x
t to

 h
e

r frie
n

d
 a

n
d

 h
u

g
g

e
d

 h
e

r. 

“O
h

 g
o

d
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
—

,” G
in

n
y
 g

a
s
p

e
d

. “I d
o

n
’t k

n
o

w
 h

o
w

—
“ 

G
in

n
y
 b

ro
k

e
 o

ff a
s
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 to
 b

re
a

th
e

. C
h

o
k

e
d

 h
ic

c
o

u
g

h
-

in
g

 
s
o

u
n

d
s
 
e

m
e

rg
e

d
 
fro

m
 
d

e
e

p
 
in

 
h

e
r 

th
ro

a
t 

a
s
 
s
h

e
 
s
tru

g
g

le
d

 

a
g

a
in

s
t h

e
r s

p
a

s
m

in
g

 lu
n

g
s
. 

“It’s
 a

lrig
h

t. B
re

a
th

e
. Y

o
u

 n
e

e
d

 to
 b

re
a

th
e

. T
h

e
n

 te
ll m

e
 w

h
a

t’s
 

w
ro

n
g

 a
n

d
 I’ll h

e
lp

 y
o

u
,” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 p

ro
m

is
e

d
 a

s
 s

h
e

 ra
n

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 

u
p

 a
n

d
 d

o
w

n
 G

in
n

y
’s

 s
h

o
u

ld
e

rs
. “Ju

s
t b

re
a

th
e

. In
 to

 a
 c

o
u

n
t o

f fo
u

r. 

H
o

ld
 it. A

n
d

 th
e

n
 o

u
t th

ro
u

g
h

 y
o

u
r n

o
s
e

 fo
r a

 c
o

u
n

t o
f s

ix
. W

e
’ll 

b
u

ild
 u

p
 to

 th
a

t. I’ll b
re

a
th

e
 w

ith
 y

o
u

. A
lrig

h
t?

 C
o

m
e

 o
n

, b
re

a
th

e
 

w
ith

 m
e

. I’v
e

 g
o

t y
o

u
.” 

G
in

n
y
 ju

s
t c

rie
d

 h
a

rd
e

r. 

“It’s
 a

lrig
h

t,” H
e

rm
io

n
e

 k
e

p
t s

a
y
in

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
ta

rte
d

 ta
k

in
g

 d
e

e
p

 

d
e

m
o

n
s
tra

tiv
e

 b
re

a
th

s
 fo

r G
in

n
y
 to

 fo
llo

w
. S

h
e

 h
e

ld
 G

in
n

y
 tig

h
t in

 

h
e

r a
rm

s
 s

o
 th

a
t th

e
 y

o
u

n
g

e
r g

irl w
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 c

h
e

s
t e

x
-

p
a

n
d

in
g

 a
n

d
 c

o
n

tra
c
tin

g
 s

lo
w

ly
 a

s
 a

 s
u

b
c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
 c

u
e

. 
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 G

in
n

y
 k

e
p

t c
ry

in
g

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

o
re

 m
in

u
te

s
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
r s

o
b

s
 

s
lo

w
e

d
 a

n
d

 h
e

r b
re

a
th

in
g

 s
lo

w
ly

 b
e

g
a

n
 m

irro
rin

g
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

. 

“D
o

 y
o

u
 w

a
n

t to
 te

ll m
e

 w
h

a
t’s

 w
ro

n
g

 o
r w

o
u

ld
 y

o
u

 ra
th

e
r I g

o
 

g
e

t s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 e

ls
e

?
” H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

u
re

 G
in

n
y
 w

a
s
 

n
o

t g
o

in
g

 to
 k

e
e

p
 h

y
p

e
rv

e
n

tila
tin

g
. 

“N
o

—
y
o

u
 c

a
n

’t—
,” G

in
n

y
 s

a
id

 im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly
. “O

h
 g

o
d

! I d
o

n
’t—

“ 

G
in

n
y
 s

ta
rte

d
 s

o
b

b
in

g
 in

to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 s
h

o
u

ld
e

r a
g
a

in
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

till c
ryin

g
 w

h
e

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

o
k

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 d

re
a

m
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
p

la
y
e

d
 th

e
 m

e
m

o
ry in

 h
e

r m
in

d
. 

G
in

n
y h

a
d

 ra
re

ly
 c

rie
d

. W
h

e
n

 P
e

rc
y
 d

ie
d

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 c
rie

d
 fo

r d
a

ys
 

b
u

t a
s
 th

e
 w

a
r w

o
re

 o
n

 h
e

r te
a

rs
 h

a
d

 d
rie

d
 u

p
 a

lo
n

g
 w

ith
 e

ve
ryo

n
e

 

e
ls

e
’s

. G
in

n
y
 h

a
d

 b
a

re
ly c

rie
d

 w
h

e
n

 A
rth

u
r w

a
s
 c

u
rs

e
d

 o
r w

h
e

n
 

G
e

o
rg

e
 n

e
a

rly d
ie

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t re

m
e

m
b

e
r G

in
n

y
 e

ve
r c

ryin
g

 s
o

 m
u

c
h

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 k
e

p
t tu

rn
in

g
 th

e
 m

e
m

o
ry o

ve
r a

n
d

 o
ve

r in
 h

e
r m

in
d

, 

tryin
g

 to
 m

a
k

e
 s

e
n

s
e

 o
f it. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r th
e

 s
c
a

r o
n

 G
in

n
y’s

 fa
c
e

. It h
a

d
 a

p
-

p
e

a
re

d
 to

 b
e

 s
e

ve
ra

l m
o

n
th

s
 o

ld
 in

 th
e

 m
e

m
o

ry
 b

u
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 

n
o

 re
c
o

lle
c
tio

n
 o

f w
h

e
n

 G
in

n
y
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 g
o

tte
n

 it. It h
a

d
 lo

o
k

e
d

 

lik
e

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 h

a
d

 c
ru

d
e

ly c
a

rve
d

 o
u

t a
 s

e
c
tio

n
 o

f G
in

n
y
’s

 fa
c
e

 w
ith

 

a
 k

n
ife

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 if sh

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 th
e

 o
n

e
 w

h
o

 h
e

a
le

d
 it. 
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anacled 

 
re

s
tric

te
d

 fro
m

 ya
rn

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

 g
u

e
s
s
, a

lth
o

u
g

h
 w

h
e

re
 M

a
lfo

y w
o

r-

rie
d

 s
h

e
’d

 h
a

n
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf w
ith

o
u

t a
 p

o
rtra

it c
a

tc
h

in
g

 h
e

r s
e

e
m

e
d

 

q
u

e
stio

n
a

b
le

—
 

M
a

y
b

e
 o

u
ts

id
e

. S
h

e
’d

 h
a

ve
 to

 lo
o

k
 m

o
re

 c
a

re
fu

lly a
t th

e
 tre

e
s
 

o
n

 th
e

 e
sta

te
…

 S
h

e
 b

ru
s
h

e
d

 a
s
id

e
 s

u
c
h

 s
c
h

e
m

e
s
 to

 s
a

ve
 fo

r a
 la

te
r 

d
a

te
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t th
in

k
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t s

u
ic

id
e

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t th
in

k
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e

 w
a

y
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 s

till th
ro

b
b

e
d

; a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt h
a

d
 d

o
n

e
 

p
e

rm
a

n
e

n
t d

a
m

a
g

e
 to

 h
e

r m
in

d
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
n

’t th
in

k
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t h

o
w

 

s
o

u
n

d
s
 h

u
rt. O

r h
o

w
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 h

a
d

 s
ta

rte
d

 s
p

a
s
m

in
g

 b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 o
f 

th
e

 c
lo

c
k

 a
g

a
in

. O
r th

a
t th

e
 w

a
y V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt h

a
d

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
e

r to
 re

-live
 

b
e

in
g

 ra
p

e
d

 h
a

d
 fe

lt e
ve

n
 m

o
re

 tra
u

m
a

tic
 th

a
n

 th
e

 tim
e

s
 w

h
e

n
 it 

h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t th
in

k
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t h

o
w

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 n

e
ve

r g
o

in
g

 to
 

e
s
c
a

p
e

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t th
in

k
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t a

n
yth

in
g

 b
u

t c
a

re
fu

lly rip
p

in
g

 u
p

 

T
h

e
 D

a
ily P

ro
p

h
e

t a
s
 s

te
a

d
ily

 a
s
 h

e
r s

p
a

s
m

in
g

 fin
g

e
rs

 w
o

u
ld

 a
llo

w
 

h
e

r to
. 

T
h

a
t w

a
s
 a

ll. 

It w
a

s
 th

e
 o

n
ly

 th
in

g
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 th

in
k

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 m
a

d
e

 s
e

ve
ra

l p
e

rfe
c
t s

q
u

a
re

s
 s

h
e

 s
e

t to
 fo

ld
in

g
 

th
e

m
. S

h
e

 sta
rte

d
 w

ith
 o

rig
a

m
i c

ra
n

e
s
. 

S
h

e
 
c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

re
m

e
m

b
e

r 
e

xa
c
tly 

w
h

e
re

 
s
h

e
 
h

a
d

 
le

a
rn

e
d

 
to

 

m
a

k
e

 th
e

m
. T

h
e

 a
b

ility
 fe

lt lik
e

 m
u

s
c
le

 m
e

m
o

ry
, c

re
a

tin
g

 th
e

 p
re

-

c
is

e
 c

re
a

s
e

s
 in

 a
 s

p
e

c
ific

 o
rd

e
r th

a
t s

h
e

 d
id

n
’t re

c
a

ll m
e

m
o

rizin
g

. 

H
e

r fa
th

e
r?

 M
a

yb
e

?
 

S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 w

ith
 a

g
ile

, p
re

c
is

e
 fin

g
e

rs
. A

t a
 k

itc
h

e
n

 ta
b

le
 g

u
id

in
g

 

h
e

r th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 s

te
p

s
. 

“If y
o

u
 fo

ld
 a

 th
o

u
s
a

n
d

 c
ra

n
e

s
 in

 o
n

e
 y

e
a

r, y
o

u
’ll g

e
t a

 w
is

h
,” a

 

m
a

le
 v

o
ic

e
 s

a
id

. 

“N
o

, y
o

u
 g

e
t g

o
o

d
 lu

c
k

 a
n

d
 h

a
p

p
in

e
s
s
,” c

a
m

e
 a

 w
o

m
a

n
’s

 v
o

ic
e

 

fro
m

 th
e

 n
e

x
t ro

o
m

. 

“S
a

m
e

 th
in

g
.” 

“N
o

t re
a

lly
. A

 w
is

h
 a

s
su

m
e

s
 a

 p
e

rs
o

n
 k

n
o

w
s
 w

h
a

t’s
 b

e
s
t fo

r 

th
e

m
. G

o
o

d
 lu

c
k

 a
n

d
 h

a
p

p
in

e
s
s
 le

a
ve

s
 it to

 F
a

te
 to

 le
a

d
 y

o
u

 to
 th

e
 

rig
h

t p
la

c
e

. I’d
 m

u
c
h

 p
re

fe
r to

 b
e

 g
ifte

d
 w

ith
 g

o
o

d
 lu

c
k

 a
n

d
 h

a
p

p
i-

n
e

s
s
 th

a
n

 a
 s

in
g

le
 w

is
h

.” 

“O
k

, C
o

n
fu

c
iu

s
. I’ll d

e
fe

r to
 y

o
u

r s
u

p
e

rio
r u

n
d

e
rs

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

f th
e

 

m
y
s
tic

.” 

“N
o

w
 y

o
u

’re
 p

u
rp

o
s
e

ly
 try

in
g

 to
 p

ro
vo

k
e

 m
e

. C
o

n
fla

tin
g

 C
o

n
fu

-

c
ia

n
is

m
 a

n
d

 Ja
p

a
n

e
s
e

 M
y
th

o
lo

g
y
 is

 a
n

 o
ffe

n
s
e

 b
e

fo
re

 th
e

 g
o

d
s
 o

f 

p
e

d
a

g
o

g
y
. I w

ill n
o

t le
t y

o
u

 fill o
u

r d
a

u
g

h
te

r’s h
e

a
d

 w
ith

 s
u

c
h

 m
is

-

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

.” 
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 F

in
d

in
g

 
M

a
lfo

y 
a

t 
a

ll 
c
o

n
s
id

e
ra

te
 

w
a

s
 

d
is

c
o

n
c
e

rtin
g

. 
S

h
e

 

s
ta

re
d

 a
t th

e
 b

o
o

ts
 fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l m
o

re
 m

in
u

te
s
. 

S
h

e
 d

is
m

is
s
e

d
 th

e
 n

o
tio

n
. If A

s
to

ria
 o

w
n

e
d

 a
 la

p
d

o
g

 it w
o

u
ld

 

a
s
s
u

re
d

ly b
e

 fitte
d

 w
ith

 a
 je

w
e

le
d

 c
o

lla
r. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 ju

s
t a

 w
e

ll-s
h

o
d

 a
n

d
 c

lo
a

k
e

d
 p

e
t s

u
rro

g
a

te
 fo

r h
im

 to
 

fu
c
k

. H
e

 w
a

s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 w

o
rrie

d
 th

a
t if s

h
e

 g
o

t fro
s
tb

ite
 h

e
’d

 h
a

ve
 to

 

in
te

ra
c
t w

ith
 h

e
r a

g
a

in
. 

A
n

d
, g

ive
n

 th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

lle
g

e
d

ly in
te

n
d

e
d

 to
 b

e
a

r th
re

e
 c

h
il-

d
re

n
 b

e
fo

re
 s

h
e

 d
e

p
a

rte
d

 th
e

 e
s
ta

te
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 p

re
su

m
a

b
ly e

xp
e

c
te

d
 

to
 live

 a
t M

a
lfo

y M
a

n
o

r fo
r a

t le
a

s
t fo

u
r y

e
a

rs
. P

o
s
s
ib

ly five
 o

r s
ix. 

C
o

n
s
id

e
rin

g
 h

o
w

 s
p

a
rta

n
 M

a
lfo

y M
a

n
o

r s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 b

e
 M

a
lfo

y 

a
p

p
a

re
n

tly a
d

h
e

re
d

 to
 a

 s
tric

t “b
u

y it o
n

c
e

, b
u

y it fo
r life

,” p
h

ilo
s
o

-

p
h

y
. T

h
e

 fa
c
t h

e
’d

 h
a

d
 to

 b
u

y
 h

e
r tw

e
n

ty p
a

irs
 o

f s
h

o
e

s in
 tw

o
 

m
o

n
th

s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly w
a

s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 m
o

ra
lly o

ffe
n

s
ive

. 

If th
e

 b
o

o
ts

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 g

ive
n

 to
 h

e
r e

a
rlie

r s
h

e
 m

ig
h

t h
a

v
e

 fe
lt 

h
o

p
e

fu
l a

b
o

u
t u

s
in

g
 th

e
m

 to
 e

s
c
a

p
e

. B
u

t a
s
 s

h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t 

h
e

r fe
e

t s
h

e
 d

id
n

’t fe
e

l e
ve

n
 th

e
 fa

in
te

st flic
k

e
r o

f o
p

tim
is

m
. 

A
lth

o
u

g
h

 it w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 n
ic

e
 n

o
t to

 h
a

ve
 h

e
r fe

e
t a

c
h

e
 fo

r h
o

u
rs

 

e
a

c
h

 d
a

y. 

T
h

e
 th

in
g

s
 s

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf b
e

in
g

 g
ra

te
fu

l fo
r w

e
re

 tru
ly h

o
r-

rifyin
g

. 

T
h

e
 h

o
u

s
e

 e
lf a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 a
g

a
in

 to
 ta

k
e

 a
w

a
y
 h

e
r d

is
h

e
s
 a

n
d

 

a
s
k

e
d

 if s
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 a
n

yth
in

g
. 

“A
m

 I a
llo

w
e

d
 to

 k
e

e
p

 th
e

 n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
rs

 a
fte

r I’ve
 re

a
d

 th
e

m
?
” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
s
k

e
d

 c
a

u
tio

u
s
ly. 

T
h

e
 q

u
e

s
tio

n
 w

a
s
 a

p
p

a
re

n
tly

 n
o

t o
n

e
 th

e
 e

lf h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 p

re
-

p
a

re
d

 to
 a

n
s
w

e
r. It s

h
u

ffle
d

 its
 fe

e
t a

n
d

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 b

e
 c

o
n

s
id

e
rin

g
. 

“T
o

p
s
y th

in
k

s
 s

o
. It w

ill ju
s
t b

e
 b

e
in

g
 b

a
n

is
h

e
d

 a
fte

r,” th
e

 e
lf 

s
a

id
 a

fte
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

in
u

te
s. “W

h
y is

 th
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 w

a
n

tin
g

 th
e

m
?

” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

ru
g

g
e

d
. 

“T
h

e
re

’s
 n

o
th

in
g

 to
 d

o
. H

a
vin

g
 p

a
p

e
r I c

o
u

ld
 u

s
e

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 n
ic

e
. 

I’m
 g

u
e

ss
in

g
 th

a
t I’ll b

e
 re

fu
s
e

d
 if I a

s
k

 fo
r a

 b
a

ll o
f s

trin
g

 o
r ya

rn
.” 

T
h

e
 e

lf n
o

d
d

e
d

 th
a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 g

u
e

s
s
 w

a
s
 a

c
c
u

ra
te

. 

“T
o

p
s
y
 is

 to
 k

e
e

p
 th

is
 ro

o
m

 c
le

a
n

. B
u

t th
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 c

a
n

 b
e

 

u
s
in

g
 th

e
 p

a
p

e
r u

n
til th

e
 n

e
xt p

a
p

e
r is

 c
o

m
in

g
,” th

e
 e

lf s
a

id
. 

“F
a

ir e
n

o
u

g
h

,” H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
g

re
e

m
e

n
t. N

o
t th

a
t s

h
e

 h
a

d
 

a
n

y c
h

o
ic

e
 in

 th
e

 m
a

tte
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
a

d
 th

e
 d

a
y’s

 n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
r tw

e
lve

 tim
e

s
 b

e
fo

re
 te

a
r-

in
g

 it in
to

 n
e

a
t s

q
u

a
re

s
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 s

p
e

n
t th

e
 p

re
vio

u
s
 n

ig
h

t g
o

in
g

 

th
ro

u
g

h
 a

 lis
t o

f th
in

g
s
 s

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t s

h
e

 m
ig

h
t b

e
 p

e
rm

itte
d

 to
 h

a
ve

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 a
s
s
u

m
e

d
 th

a
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t h

a
ve

 k
n

ittin
g

 n
e

e
d

le
s
. B

e
in

g
 

   

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
 fe

rtile
 a

g
a

in
. 

T
h

e
 ta

b
le

 re
a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 in
 th

e
 m

id
d

le
 o

f th
e

 flo
o

r a
n

d
 s

h
e

 

fe
lt re

sig
n

e
d

 b
y
 th

e
 s

ig
h

t. It h
a

d
 s

ta
rte

d
 to

 fe
e

l in
e

vita
b

le
. 

In
e

vita
b

le
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
a

lis
e

d
 w

ith
 a

 d
ro

p
p

in
g

 s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 

g
ro

w
in

g
 a

c
c
u

s
to

m
e

d
 to

 h
e

r c
a

g
e

. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 ra
p

e
 h

e
r o

ve
r a

 ta
b

le
 a

n
d

 th
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t h

a
d

 

b
e

c
o

m
e

 m
a

tte
r-o

f-fa
c
t to

 h
e

r. E
ve

n
 th

e
 w

o
rd

 ra
p

e
 h

a
d

 s
ta

rte
d

 to
 

fe
e

l fa
in

tly in
a

c
c
u

ra
te

. 

E
ve

ryth
in

g
 h

a
d

 s
ta

rte
d

 to
 fe

e
l—

 

L
e

s
s
. 

P
h

ys
ic

a
lly a

n
d

 m
e

n
ta

lly th
e

 d
re

a
d

 h
a

d
 b

e
g

u
n

 to
 fa

d
e

 a
s
 h

e
r 

m
in

d
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
r to

 a
d

a
p

t. S
h

e
 d

id
n

't fe
e

l n
a

u
s
e

a
te

d
. H

e
r h

e
a

rt d
id

-

n
't p

o
u

n
d

 p
a

in
fu

lly. T
h

e
 w

re
n

c
h

in
g

 s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 in
 h

e
r s

to
m

a
c
h

 d
id

n
't 

fe
e

l s
o

 o
p

p
re

ss
ive

 s
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t s
h

e
 m

ig
h

t b
e

 c
h

o
k

in
g

 fro
m

 it. 

H
e

r m
in

d
 w

a
s
 tw

is
tin

g
 its

e
lf u

p
 w

ith
 ra

tio
n

a
lis

a
tio

n
. T

ryin
g

 to
 

m
a

k
e

 h
e

r a
d

a
p

t. T
o

 m
a

k
e

 h
e

r s
u

rvive
. 

If h
e

r s
itu

a
tio

n
 c

e
a

s
e

d
 to

 c
h

a
fe

, s
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 le

ss
 lik

e
ly

 to
 ris

k
 

a
n

 e
s
c
a

p
e

 a
tte

m
p

t. L
e

s
s
 lik

e
ly

 to
 p

ro
vo

k
e

 M
a

lfo
y
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 u

n
d

e
rs

ta
n

d
 it s

c
ie

n
tific

a
lly

. F
ro

m
 th

e
 p

e
rs

p
e

c
tive

 o
f 

a
 h

e
a

le
r, s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 e
xp

la
in

 th
e

 p
h

ys
io

lo
g

y a
n

d
 p

s
yc

h
o

lo
g

y o
f it. It 

w
a

s
 u

n
s
u

s
ta

in
a

b
le

 to
 re

m
a

in
 in

 a
 s

ta
te

 o
f c

o
n

s
ta

n
t fe

a
r, c

o
n

s
ta

n
t 

h
o

rro
r, c

o
n

s
ta

n
t d

re
a

d
. H

e
r b

o
d

y c
o

u
ld

n
't k

e
e

p
 h

e
r in

 a
 p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

t 

s
ta

te
 o

f fig
h

t o
r flig

h
t. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 e
ith

e
r b

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 to

 a
d

a
p

t o
r s

h
e

'd
 

b
u

rn
 o

u
t. T

h
e

 p
o

tio
n

 M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 d
o

s
e

d
 h

e
r w

ith
 h

a
d

 p
ro

b
a

b
ly a

id
e

d
 

in
 d

u
llin

g
 it. 

U
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

in
g

 th
e

 s
c
ie

n
c
e

 d
id

n
't m

a
k

e
 th

e
 re

a
lis

a
tio

n
 b

e
tte

r. 

It m
a

d
e

 it w
o

rs
e

. S
h

e
 k

n
e

w
 w

h
e

re
 h

e
r m

in
d

 w
a

s
 h

e
a

d
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 'a

c
c
lim

a
tis

in
g

 to
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r.' 

H
 



senlinyu 153 
 S

h
e

 re
a

d
 th

e
 n

e
w

s
 c

o
ve

ra
g

e
 o

b
s
e

s
s
ive

ly. T
h

e
 p

a
p

e
rs

 tru
m

-

p
e

te
d

 lo
u

d
ly a

b
o

u
t h

o
w

 it w
a

s
 a

 fa
ile

d
 a

s
s
a

s
s
in

a
tio

n
 a

tte
m

p
t, b

u
t 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

n
s
id

e
re

d
 U

m
b

rid
g

e
's

 d
e

a
th

 fa
r m

o
re

 a
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 th

a
n

 

th
e

 in
te

n
d

e
d

 ta
rg

e
t. T

h
ic

k
n

e
s
s
e

 w
a

s
 little

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 a
 p

u
p

p
e

t. U
m

-

b
rid

g
e

's
 s

in
s
 w

e
re

 h
e

r o
w

n
. 

B
u

t th
e

 s
a

tis
fa

c
tio

n
 o

f re
trib

u
tio

n
 w

a
s
 in

s
ig

n
ific

a
n

t c
o

m
p

a
re

d
 

to
 th

e
 re

lie
f o

f le
a

rn
in

g
 th

a
t th

e
 R

e
s
is

ta
n

c
e

 w
a

s
 s

till a
live

. H
e

rm
i-

o
n

e
 s

p
e

n
t h

a
lf a

n
 h

o
u

r c
ryin

g
 fro

m
 s

h
e

e
r jo

y. S
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf 

fe
e

lin
g

 u
n

e
xp

e
c
te

d
ly

 h
o

p
e

fu
l fo

r th
e

 firs
t tim

e
 in

 a
 lo

n
g

, lo
n

g
 tim

e
. 

T
h

e
 k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 g

a
v
e

 h
e

r a
 lig

h
t s

te
p

 fo
r d

a
ys

 a
fte

rw
a

rd
. 

W
h

e
n

 H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 c
a

m
e

 to
 s

e
e

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

, h
e

r irrita
tio

n
 th

a
t 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 s

till n
o

t p
re

g
n

a
n

t b
e

c
a

m
e

 p
la

in
ly vis

ib
le

. S
h

e
 c

a
s
t a

 

s
e

rie
s
 o

f s
p

e
lls

 o
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
n

d
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 th
e

m
 th

o
u

g
h

tfu
lly. 

"W
e

ll, 
yo

u
r 

s
o

d
iu

m
 

le
ve

ls
 

s
e

e
m

 
to

 
b

e
 

im
p

ro
vin

g
," 

H
e

a
le

r 

S
tro

u
d

 fin
a

lly s
a

id
 a

fte
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

in
u

te
s
 o

f s
ile

n
c
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t th

e
 c

lo
c
k

 a
n

d
 s

a
id

 n
o

th
in

g
. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 ru
m

m
a

g
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 a
 m

e
d

ic
a

l b
a

g
 a

n
d

 p
u

lle
d

 

o
u

t a
 la

rg
e

 fla
g

o
n

 o
f a

 p
u

rp
le

 c
o

lo
u

re
d

 p
o

tio
n

. 

"D
rin

k
 a

ll o
f th

is
," S

tro
u

d
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
u

to
m

a
tic

a
lly

 b
ro

u
g

h
t it to

 h
e

r lip
s
 e

ve
n

 a
s
 s

h
e

 

b
lu

rte
d

 o
u

t, "W
h

a
t is

 it?
" 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 w
a

ite
d

 a
n

d
 d

id
n

't a
n

s
w

e
r u

n
til H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 

d
ru

n
k

 th
e

 e
n

tire
 fla

g
o

n
. 

"F
e

rtility p
o

tio
n

. It s
h

o
u

ld
n

't b
e

 n
e

c
e

s
s
a

ry b
u

t I'm
 o

u
t o

f id
e

a
s
. 

Y
o

u
're

 n
o

t g
o

in
g

 to
 e

n
jo

y th
e

 s
id

e
-e

ffe
c
ts

 I'm
 a

fra
id

 a
n

d
 it's

 g
o

in
g

 

to
 in

c
re

a
s
e

 yo
u

r lik
e

lih
o

o
d

 o
f m

u
ltip

le
 b

irth
s
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt th

e
 b

lo
o

d
 d

ra
in

 fro
m

 h
e

r fa
c
e

 a
n

d
 fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 

s
h

e
 m

ig
h

t fa
ll o

ff th
e

 e
xa

m
 ta

b
le

. T
h

e
 fla

g
o

n
 s

lip
p

e
d

 fro
m

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

 

a
n

d
 
s
h

a
tte

re
d

. 
H

e
a

le
r 

S
tro

u
d

 
p

ro
m

p
tly

 
b

a
n

is
h

e
d

 
th

e
 
s
h

a
rd

s
 
o

f 

g
la

s
s
. 

"E
xp

e
c
t 

b
re

a
s
t 

s
w

e
llin

g
 
a

n
d

 
te

n
d

e
rn

e
ss

, 
h

e
a

d
a

c
h

e
s
, 

m
o

o
d

 

s
w

in
g

s
 a

n
d

 s
w

e
llin

g
 in

 y
o

u
r lo

w
e

r a
b

d
o

m
e

n
. It m

a
y
 a

ls
o

 re
s
u

lt in
 

s
e

n
s
itivity to

 h
e

a
t a

n
d

 c
a

u
s
e

 y
o

u
r a

n
xie

ty
 to

 re
-e

m
e

rg
e

," H
e

a
le

r 

S
tro

u
d

 s
a

id
 a

s
 s

h
e

 a
d

d
e

d
 e

xtra
 n

o
te

s to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 file
. "I'll in

fo
rm

 

th
e

 H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
w

a
llo

w
e

d
 a

n
d

 b
it o

n
 h

e
r lo

w
e

r lip
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 d
e

-

te
rm

in
e

d
ly a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
t th

e
 c

lo
c
k

. 

M
a

lfo
y d

id
 n

o
t a

p
p

e
a

r th
a

t d
a

y
 to

 in
s
p

e
c
t h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
. H

e
r-

m
io

n
e

 w
a

s
n

't s
u

rp
ris

e
d

; s
h

e
 h

a
d

 a
lre

a
d

y a
n

tic
ip

a
te

d
 it. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt. E
ve

ry o
th

e
r m

o
n

th
 u

n
til s

h
e

 w
a

s
 p

re
g

n
a

n
t. 

W
h

e
n

 M
a

lfo
y a

rrive
d

 th
e

 n
e

xt d
a

y
 h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 tire
d

 a
n

d
 a

n
g

ry. 

H
e

 d
id

n
't s

a
y a

 w
o

rd
 a

s
 h

e
 g

rip
p

e
d

 h
e

r a
rm

 a
n

d
 a

p
p

a
ra

te
d

 w
ith

 h
e

r 

in
to

 th
e

 tw
is

tin
g

 tu
n

n
e

ls
 le

a
d

in
g

 to
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt's

 H
a

ll. 

  

t w
a

s
 th

e
 m

id
d

le
 o

f F
e

b
ru

a
ry w

h
e

n
 D

o
lo

re
s U

m
b

rid
g

e
 w

a
s
 k

ille
d

 

d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 a
tte

m
p

te
d

 a
s
s
a

s
s
in

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 M
in

is
te

r o
f M

a
g

ic
. 

A
 
s
ta

tu
e

 
o

f 
V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt 

w
a

s
 
b

e
in

g
 
u

n
ve

ile
d

 
a

t 
H

o
g

w
a

rts
 

p
ris

o
n

 
to

 
m

e
m

o
ria

lis
e

 
th

e
 
F

in
a

l 
B

a
ttle

. 
W

a
rd

e
n

 
U

m
b

rid
g

e
 
w

a
s
 

s
ta

n
d

in
g

 o
n

 a
 d

a
is

 b
e

sid
e

 M
in

is
te

r T
h

ic
k

n
e

s
s
e

 w
h

ile
 T

h
ic

k
n

e
s
s
e

 

g
a

v
e

 a
 s

p
e

e
c
h

 to
 th

e
 p

ris
o

n
 g

u
a

rd
s
, re

p
o

rte
rs

, a
n

d
 a

 h
a

n
d

fu
l o

f 

m
in

is
try

 o
ffic

ia
ls

 in
 a

tte
n

d
a

n
c
e

. A
s
 th

e
 rib

b
o

n
 c

u
ttin

g
 c

o
m

m
e

n
c
e

d
, 

a
 

c
ro

s
s
b

o
w

 
b

o
lt 

e
m

e
rg

e
d

 
fro

m
 

th
e

 
F

o
rb

id
d

e
n

 
F

o
re

st, 
p

a
s
s
e

d
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 p

ris
o

n
 w

a
rd

s
, n

a
rro

w
ly m

is
s
e

d
 th

e
 M

in
is

te
r a

n
d

 b
u

rie
d

 

its
e

lf in
 th

e
 c

e
n

tre
 o

f W
a

rd
e

n
 U

m
b

rid
g

e
's

 c
h

e
s
t. 

S
h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly d

ie
. S

h
a

rd
s
 o

f a
 n

e
c
k

la
c
e

 a
n

d
 th

e
 

s
h

a
ft o

f th
e

 a
rro

w
 s

lo
w

e
d

 th
e

 b
le

e
d

in
g

. T
h

e
 g

u
a

rd
s
, b

e
in

g
 ig

n
o

ra
n

t 

o
f b

a
rb

e
d

, m
e

d
ie

va
l w

e
a

p
o

n
ry a

n
d

 b
a

s
ic

 m
e

d
ic

a
l s

e
n

s
e

, w
re

n
c
h

e
d

 

th
e

 a
rro

w
 o

u
t. T

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 d
ie

d
 in

s
ta

n
tly. 

T
h

e
 a

tte
m

p
t o

n
 th

e
 life

 o
f th

e
 p

o
p

u
la

r th
re

e
-te

rm
 M

in
is

te
r o

f 

M
a

g
ic

 s
e

n
t s

h
o

c
k

 w
a

ve
s
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 B
ritis

h
 M

a
g

ic
a

l c
o

m
m

u
n

ity. 

T
h

e
 R

e
s
is

ta
n

c
e

 te
rro

ris
ts

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 re

g
a

rd
e

d
 a

s
 w

ip
e

d
 o

u
t. T

o
 h

a
ve

 

th
e

m
 re

-e
m

e
rg

e
 in

 s
u

c
h

 a
 s

p
e

c
ta

c
u

la
r m

a
n

n
e

r b
ro

u
g

h
t c

h
a

o
s
 a

n
d

 

h
a

d
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
, d

re
s
s
e

d
 in

 fu
ll re

g
a

lia
, o

u
t in

 fo
rc

e
. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt to
o

k
 th

e
 a

tta
c
k

 a
s
 a

 p
e

rs
o

n
a

l in
s
u

lt. 

M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
's

 
vis

its
 

to
 

th
e

 
m

a
n

o
r 

a
b

ru
p

tly 
c
e

a
s
e

d
. 

A
s
to

ria
 

flo
a

te
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r lo

o
k

in
g

 w
a

n
 a

n
d

 p
a

ra
n

o
id

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

h
e

a
rd

 h
e

r s
h

rilly a
s
k

in
g

 M
a

lfo
y
 a

b
o

u
t e

xa
c
tly

 w
h

a
t k

in
d

s
 o

f p
ro

te
c
-

tive
 w

a
rd

s
 w

e
re

 o
n

 th
e

 M
a

lfo
y
 e

s
ta

te
. 

M
a

lfo
y, w

h
e

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

a
u

g
h

t g
lim

p
s
e

s
 
o

f 
h

im
, w

a
s
 c

o
n

-

s
ta

n
tly d

re
s
s
e

d
 in

 s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 th

a
t a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 b
e

 a
 c

o
m

b
in

a
tio

n
 o

f 

c
o

m
b

a
t g

e
a

r a
n

d
 h

u
n

tin
g

 c
lo

th
e

s
. H

e
 re

g
u

la
rly 

re
tu

rn
e

d
 to

 th
e

 

m
a

n
o

r c
o

ve
re

d
 in

 m
u

d
 a

n
d

 lo
o

k
in

g
 p

a
le

 w
ith

 ra
g

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 th

rille
d

. 

I 
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T
w

is
te

d
 

h
e

r 
a

ro
u

n
d

 
h

is
 

fin
g

e
r 

b
y
 

b
e

in
g

 
g

e
n

e
ro

u
s
 

w
ith

 
h

is
 

k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

. H
e

'd
 b

o
u

g
h

t h
e

r lo
ya

lty w
ith

 a
 p

o
tio

n
 m

a
s
te

ry. 

T
h

e
n

, o
n

c
e

 vic
to

rio
u

s
, h

e
'd

 c
a

s
t h

e
r o

ff. H
e

'd
 h

a
d

 a
 c

h
a

n
c
e

 to
 

s
p

a
re

 h
e

r fro
m

 b
e

in
g

 in
c
lu

d
e

d
 in

 th
e

 b
re

e
d

in
g

 p
ro

g
ra

m
 a

n
d

 h
e

'd
 

d
e

c
lin

e
d

. H
e

 h
a

d
 d

e
p

a
rte

d
 fo

r R
o

m
a

n
ia

 a
n

d
 le

ft h
e

r to
 b

e
 b

re
d

. 

T
o

 b
e

 ra
p

e
d

. 

It w
a

s
 s

u
c
h

 a
 b

itte
r a

n
d

 d
e

e
p

ly
 p

e
rs

o
n

a
l b

e
tra

ya
l s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 

b
a

re
ly b

rin
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 th

in
k

 a
b

o
u

t it. 

S
h

e
 g

o
t u

p
 a

n
d

 re
a

d
 th

e
 n

e
w

s
p

a
p

e
r. 
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anacled 

 T
h

e
 H

a
ll w

a
s
 e

ve
n

 w
a

rm
e

r a
n

d
 s

ta
n

k
 o

f ro
ttin

g
 fle

s
h

. H
e

rm
i-

o
n

e
 sta

rte
d

 g
a

g
g

in
g

 a
s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 to
o

k
 a

 b
re

a
th

. M
a

lfo
y s

e
e

m
e

d
 

im
m

u
n

e
 a

s
 h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 h

e
r fo

rw
a

rd
 a

n
d

 k
n

e
lt d

o
w

n
, d

ra
g

g
in

g
 h

e
r 

o
n

to
 th

e
 s

to
n

e
s
 b

e
sid

e
 h

im
. T

h
e

 flo
o

r w
a

s
 d

a
m

p
 a

n
d

 s
tic

k
y, s

h
im

-

m
e

rin
g

 fa
in

tly. 

T
h

e
 ro

o
m

 w
a

s
 a

lm
o

s
t p

itc
h

 b
la

c
k

, o
n

ly a
 fe

w
 d

is
ta

n
t s

c
o

n
c
e

s 

p
ro

vid
e

d
 a

n
y illu

m
in

a
tio

n
. T

h
e

re
 w

e
re

 n
o

 o
th

e
r a

tte
n

d
a

n
ts

 o
r D

e
a

th
 

E
a

te
rs

 p
re

s
e

n
t th

a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

. 

"T
h

e
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

, M
y L

o
rd

," M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 lo
n

g
, s

lo
w

 s
ib

ila
n

t s
ig

h
 fro

m
 th

e
 d

a
rk

e
n

e
d

 d
a

is
 

a
n

d
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt's

 s
c
a

rle
t e

y
e

s
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly a

p
p

e
a

re
d

. 

"B
rin

g
 h

e
r fo

rw
a

rd
," V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt s

a
id

 a
fte

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t. 

M
a

lfo
y p

u
lle

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fo

rw
a

rd
 a

n
d

 u
p

 th
e

 s
te

p
s
 b

e
fo

re
 p

u
s
h

-

in
g

 h
e

r d
o

w
n

 o
n

to
 h

e
r k

n
e

e
s
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 sta

re
d

 in
 re

vu
ls

io
n

. 

T
h

e
 th

ro
n

e
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 s
e

a
te

d
 o

n
 b

e
fo

re
 w

a
s
 g

o
n

e
. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 in

s
te

a
d

 re
c
lin

e
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 a

n
 e

n
o

rm
o

u
s
 n

e
s
t o

f p
yth

o
n

s
 th

a
t 

w
e

re
 a

ll tw
is

te
d

 to
g

e
th

e
r in

to
 th

e
 va

g
u

e
 s

h
a

p
e

 o
f a

 c
h

a
ir. T

h
e

y w
e

re
 

e
n

tw
in

e
d

 b
e

n
e

a
th

 h
im

, u
n

d
u

la
tin

g
 la

zily. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt c
o

c
k

e
d

 h
is

 h
e

a
d

 to
 th

e
 s

id
e

 a
n

d
 ra

n
 h

is
 s

p
id

e
r-lik

e
 

fin
g

e
rs

 lig
h

tly o
ve

r h
is

 c
h

e
s
t a

s
 h

e
 stu

d
ie

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 th

o
u

g
h

tfu
lly. 

"S
s
s
till n

o
t p

re
g

n
a

n
t," V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt s

a
id

 in
 a

 m
e

n
a

c
in

g
 to

n
e

. 

"U
n

fo
rtu

n
a

te
ly n

o
t, M

y
 L

o
rd

," M
a

lfo
y
 s

a
id

, h
is

 vo
ic

e
 a

p
o

lo
g

e
tic

. 

"H
o

w
e

ve
r, a

s
 y

o
u

 w
ill s

e
e

, th
e

 m
in

d
 h

e
a

le
rs

 w
e

re
 c

o
rre

c
t th

a
t tim

e
 

a
lo

n
e

 is
 s

u
ffic

ie
n

t to
 b

e
g

in
 re

c
o

ve
rin

g
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
." 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt g
a

v
e

 a
n

 irrita
te

d
 s

ig
h

 a
n

d
 a

 p
yth

o
n

 h
e

a
d

 e
m

e
rg

e
d

 

fro
m

 th
e

 m
o

vin
g

 m
a

s
s
 o

f c
o

ils
 a

n
d

 re
s
te

d
 o

n
 h

is
 la

p
. V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt 

la
zily c

a
re

s
s
e

d
 th

e
 s

n
a

k
e

 a
n

d
 s

a
n

k
 fu

rth
e

r a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 s

lid
in

g
 c

o
ils

 

b
e

n
e

a
th

 h
im

. 

"H
o

ld
 h

e
r," V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt o

rd
e

re
d

. 

M
a

lfo
y's

 
k

n
e

e
 

lo
d

g
e

d
 

its
e

lf 
b

e
tw

e
e

n
 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 

s
h

o
u

ld
e

r 

b
la

d
e

s
 a

n
d

 h
is

 h
a

n
d

s
 w

ra
p

p
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r ja
w

, h
o

ld
in

g
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 in

 

p
la

c
e

. 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
 

s
h

o
o

k
 

a
s
 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt's
 

s
c
a

rle
t 

e
ye

s
 

s
ta

b
b

e
d

 

th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r o

w
n

 a
n

d
 in

to
 h

e
r m

in
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
c
o

u
ld

 
fe

e
l 

M
a

lfo
y
's

 
h

a
n

d
s
 

w
ra

p
p

e
d

 
a

ro
u

n
d

 
h

e
r 

th
ro

a
t a

n
d

 ja
w

 a
s
 s

h
e

 s
h

u
d

d
e

re
d

 w
ith

 p
a

in
. It fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 V
o

ld
e

-

m
o

rt's
 
le

g
ilim

e
n

c
y 

w
a

s
 
a

 
b

la
d

e
 
te

a
rin

g
 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
h

e
r 

m
in

d
. 

S
h

e
 

s
c
re

a
m

e
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r te

e
th

. 

It w
a

s
 s

lo
w

e
r. In

s
te

a
d

 o
f h

o
t, b

lin
d

in
g

 a
g

o
n

y it w
a

s
 a

 g
ra

d
u

a
l, 

m
o

re
 in

s
id

io
u

s
 p

a
in

. T
h

e
 k

in
d

 th
a

t s
a

n
k

 in
to

 th
e

 b
o

n
e

s
 a

n
d

 th
e

 re
-

c
e

s
s
e

s
 o

f th
e

 m
in

d
 a

n
d

 lin
g

e
re

d
. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt la
zily

 to
re

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s to

 p
ie

c
e

s
; lik

e
 a

 c
a

t, a
m

u
s
-

in
g

 its
e

lf w
ith

 its
 p

re
y. S

h
e

 h
a

d
n

't k
n

o
w

n
 s

u
c
h

 a
 th

in
g

 w
a

s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
. 

B
its

 a
n

d
 p

ie
c
e

s
 o

f th
in

g
s
 h

e
 re

g
a

rd
e

d
 a

s
 in

s
ig

n
ific

a
n

t h
e

 d
e

s
tro

ye
d
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ju
s
t to

 fe
e

l h
e

r re
a

c
t. H

e
r m

e
m

o
ry o

f fo
ld

in
g

 o
rig

a
m

i w
h

ile
 h

e
r p

a
r-

e
n

ts
 d

e
b

a
te

d
 e

a
s
te

rn
 m

ys
tic

is
m

, h
e

r d
is

c
o

ve
ry o

f th
e

 G
ra

n
ia

n
 in

 

th
e

 s
ta

b
le

s
. H

e
 s

h
re

d
d

e
d

 th
e

m
 in

to
 tin

y p
ie

c
e

s
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

y w
e

re
 

p
a

p
e

r. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt th
e

m
 g

o
...trie

d
 to

 h
o

ld
 o

n
 to

 th
e

m
 a

s
 th

e
y fa

d
e

d
 a

w
a

y
, 

b
u

t th
e

y s
lip

p
e

d
 a

w
a

y u
n

til th
e

 a
g

o
n

y
 in

 h
e

r m
in

d
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r fo

rg
e

t 

w
h

a
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 re

a
c
h

in
g

 fo
r. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 fa

s
c
in

a
te

d
 b

y
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
 o

f G
in

n
y
. W

h
e

n
 h

e
 w

ith
-

d
re

w
 fro

m
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 m
in

d
, s

h
e

 c
o

lla
p

s
e

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t M

a
lfo

y a
n

d
 

c
o

u
ld

n
't s

e
e

 a
n

yth
in

g
 b

u
t th

e
 a

n
g

ry
 re

d
 o

f V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt's
 e

ye
s
. C

o
u

ld
 

s
h

e
 s

e
e

?
 O

r w
e

re
 h

is
 e

y
e

s s
im

p
ly b

u
rn

e
d

 in
to

 h
e

r m
in

d
?

 

H
e

r b
ra

in
 h

u
rt s

o
 m

u
c
h

 s
h

e
 a

lm
o

s
t e

xp
e

c
te

d
 to

 fe
e

l it d
rip

p
in

g
 

fro
m

 h
e

r e
a

rs
. T

h
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 h

a
ze

 o
f p

a
in

 th
a

t w
o

u
ld

n
't fa

d
e

 a
w

a
y 

s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l h

e
r p

u
ls

e
 flu

tte
rin

g
 m

a
d

ly a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 p

re
s
s
u

re
 o

f 

M
a

lfo
y's

 fin
g

e
rs

. 

"It's
 a

 p
ity yo

u
 d

id
 n

o
t b

rin
g

 th
e

 W
e

a
s
le

y g
irl b

a
c
k

 a
live

." H
e

r-

m
io

n
e

 h
e

a
rd

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt fin
a

lly s
a

y. 

"I a
m

 s
o

rry, M
y
 L

o
rd

, I h
a

d
 n

o
 id

e
a

 o
f h

e
r s

ig
n

ific
a

n
c
e

. A
s
 yo

u
 

re
c
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s
t th

e
 o

n
ly

 p
e

rs
o

n
 y

o
u

 e
v
e

r s
e

e
m

 to
 ta

lk
 to

 fo
r lo

n
g

. 

A
s
id

e
 fro

m
 F

re
d

, w
h

o
's

 w
ith

 A
n

g
e

lin
a

. E
v
e

ry
o

n
e

 e
ls

e
 y

o
u

 ju
s
t e

n
d

 

u
p

 fig
h

tin
g

 w
ith

. A
n

d
 n

o
t in

 th
e

 h
o

t a
n

d
 b

o
th

e
re

d
, a

n
g

s
ty

 s
e

x
 la

te
r 

k
in

d
 o

f w
a

y
." 

"T
h

a
t d

o
e

s
n

't m
e

a
n

 I'm
 s

h
a

g
g

in
g

 h
im

," H
e

rm
io

n
e

 m
u

tte
re

d
, 

fe
e

lin
g

 a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

r fa
c
e

 w
e

re
 a

b
o

u
t to

 b
u

rs
t in

to
 fla

m
e

s
. "H

e
's

 a
 

c
o

lle
a

g
u

e
. I c

o
n

s
u

lt w
ith

 h
im

 a
b

o
u

t p
o

tio
n

s
." 

"Y
o

u
 ju

s
t s

e
e

m
 lo

n
e

ly
," G

in
n

y
 s

a
id

, g
ivin

g
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

 lo
n

g
 

lo
o

k
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t G

in
n

y
. 

"Y
o

u
 d

o
n

't ta
lk

 to
 a

n
y
o

n
e

 n
o

w
a

d
a

y
s
," G

in
n

y
 s

a
id

. "Y
o

u
 u

s
e

d
 to

 

a
lw

a
y
s
 b

e
 w

ith
 R

o
n

 a
n

d
 H

a
rry

. B
u

t e
ve

n
 b

e
fo

re
 y

o
u

 le
ft to

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 

a
 h

e
a

le
r, y

o
u

've
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 m

o
re

 a
n

d
 m

o
re

 a
lo

n
e

. I th
o

u
g

h
t—

m
a

y
b

e
 

y
o

u
 h

a
d

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
. G

ra
n

te
d

, S
n

a
p

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

 w
e

ird
 c

h
o

ic
e

 fo
r a

 

lo
t o

f re
a

s
o

n
s
—

B
u

t, it's
 a

 w
a

r. It's
 to

o
 m

u
c
h

 fo
r a

n
y
o

n
e

 to
 h

a
n

d
le

 

a
lo

n
e

." 

"C
a

th
a

rtic
 s

h
a

g
g

in
g

 is
 R

o
n

's
 th

in
g

. N
o

t m
in

e
," H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

 

s
tiffly

. "B
e

sid
e

s
, it's

 n
o

t lik
e

 I'm
 fig

h
tin

g
." 

G
in

n
y
 lo

o
k

e
d

 a
t h

e
r p

e
n

s
iv

e
ly

 fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t b

e
fo

re
 s

a
y
in

g
, "I 

th
in

k
 th

a
t h

o
s
p

ita
l w

a
rd

 is
 w

o
rs

e
 th

a
n

 th
e

 b
a

ttle
fie

ld
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

w
a

y
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 s

o
m

e
tim

e
s
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 if it 

m
ig

h
t b

e
, b

u
t it h

a
d

 n
e

v
e

r b
e

e
n

 a
 q

u
e

s
tio

n
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 a
s
k

 a
n

y
o

n
e

. 

G
in

n
y
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

, "I th
in

k
 o

f it e
v
e

ry
 tim

e
 I'm

 in
 th

e
re

. In
 th

e
 

fie
ld

—
e

v
e

ry
th

in
g
 is

 s
o

 fo
c
u

s
e

d
. E

v
e

n
 w

h
e

n
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

's
 in

ju
re

d
. Y

o
u

 

ju
s
t a

p
p

a
ra

te
 th

e
m

 a
w

a
y
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 h

e
a

d
 b

a
c
k

. Y
o

u
 w

in
 s

o
m

e
. Y

o
u

 

lo
s
e

 s
o

m
e

. Y
o

u
 g

e
t h

it s
o

m
e

tim
e

s
. Y

o
u

 h
it b

a
c
k

. A
n

d
 y

o
u

 g
e

t d
a

y
s
 

to
 re

c
o

v
e

r if it's
 b

a
d

, o
r if y

o
u

r d
u

e
lin

g
 p

a
rtn

e
r d

ie
s
. B

u
t in

 th
e

 h
o

s
-

p
ita

l w
a

rd
, e

v
e

ry
 b

a
ttle

 lo
o

k
s
 lik

e
 lo

s
in

g
. I'm

 a
lw

a
y
s
 m

o
re

 tra
u

m
a

-

tis
e

d
 a

fte
r b

e
in

g
 in

 th
e

re
 th

a
n

 I a
m

 b
y
 fig

h
tin

g
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 s

ile
n

t. 

"A
n

d
 y

o
u

 d
o

n
't e

v
e

r g
e

t tim
e

 o
ff," G

in
n

y
 s

a
id

. "Y
o

u
're

 o
n

 d
u

ty
 

fo
r e

v
e

ry
 s

k
irm

ish
.T

h
e

y
 c

a
n

 n
e

v
e

r s
p

a
re

 y
o

u
, n

o
t e

v
e

n
 to

 le
t y

o
u

 

g
rie

v
e

. I k
n

o
w

, fro
m

 H
a

rry
 a

n
d

 R
o

n
, th

a
t y

o
u

're
 s

till p
u

s
h

in
g
 fo

r th
e

 

D
a

rk
 A

rts
 w

h
e

n
 y

o
u

 g
o

 to
 th

e
 O

rd
e

r m
e

e
tin

g
s
. I d

o
n

't a
g

re
e

—
b

u
t I 
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 "D

id
 yo

u
 p

ro
vid

e
 e

xc
e

p
tio

n
a

l s
e

rvic
e

s
 to

o
?

" s
h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 g
a

zin
g

 

u
p

 a
t M

a
lfo

y. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 id
e

a
 if h

e
 w

e
re

 lyin
g

 to
 h

e
r a

b
o

u
t M

o
n

ta
-

g
u

e
; w

h
e

th
e

r h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 b
o

th
e

r to
. 

H
e

 s
ta

re
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r a

n
d

 g
a

v
e

 a
 c

ru
e

l, ric
tu

s
 s

m
ile

. 

"M
o

re
 e

xc
e

p
tio

n
a

l th
a

n
 M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

's
," h

e
 s

a
id

. T
h

e
n

 th
e

 s
m

ile
 

fa
d

e
d

. H
e

 k
e

p
t lo

o
k

in
g

 a
t h

e
r; s

tu
d

yin
g

 h
e

r fa
c
e

 c
a

re
fu

lly
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 

flic
k

in
g

 h
is

 e
ye

s
 d

o
w

n
 o

ve
r th

e
 re

st o
f h

e
r. 

H
is

 g
a

ze
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 s

o
fte

r a
n

d
 d

a
rk

e
r th

a
n

 u
s
u

a
l. 

S
h

e
 re

a
lize

d
 b

e
la

te
d

ly th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 lyin

g
 s

u
p

in
e

 o
n

 a
 b

e
d

 b
e

-

fo
re

 h
im

. S
h

e
 fe

lt h
e

r s
k

in
 p

ric
k

le
. S

h
e

 s
a

t u
p

 q
u

ic
k

ly. 

H
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r fo

r a
n

o
th

e
r m

o
m

e
n

t b
e

fo
re

 g
la

n
c
in

g
 a

w
a

y 

a
n

d
 s

ta
rin

g
 a

t th
e

 w
a

ll b
e

h
in

d
 h

e
r. 

"If yo
u

 h
a

ve
 a

n
y h

o
p

e
s
 in

v
o

lvin
g

 M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 yo

u
 s

h
o

u
ld

 le
t 

th
e

m
 d

ie
," h

e
 sa

id
 c

o
o

lly
. T

h
e

n
 h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

n
d

 le
ft. 

A
 w

e
e

k
 la

te
r H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 a
 n

e
w

 d
re

a
m

 a
b

o
u

t G
in

n
y
. 

   H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 in

 h
e

r b
e

d
ro

o
m

 in
 G

rim
m

a
u

ld
 P

la
c
e

 

w
h

e
n

 G
in

n
y
 w

a
lk

e
d

 in
. 

"Y
o

u
're

 b
a

c
k

 e
a

rly
," G

in
n

y
 s

a
id

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r w
a

tc
h

. 

"L
u

c
k

y
 d

a
y
," H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

. 

"Y
e

a
h

," s
a

id
 G

in
n

y
, lo

o
k

in
g

 s
lig

h
tly

 a
w

k
w

a
rd

. "U
m

. I w
a

n
te

d
 

to
—

a
s
k

 y
o

u
 a

b
o

u
t s

o
m

e
th

in
g

." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

ite
d

. 

G
in

n
y
 tu

g
g

e
d

 n
e

rv
o

u
s
ly

 a
t h

e
r h

a
ir, h

e
r fa

c
e

 w
a

s
 u

n
b

le
m

is
h

e
d

. 

"I—
w

e
ll—

y
o

u
, o

b
v
io

u
s
ly

 k
n

o
w

 a
b

o
u

t m
e

 a
n

d
 H

a
rry

," G
in

n
y
 s

a
id

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 g
a

v
e

 a
 s

h
o

rt n
o

d
. 

"R
ig

h
t. W

e
ll. T

h
e

 th
in

g
 is

, I w
a

n
t to

 b
e

 c
a

re
fu

l. I've
 b

e
e

n
 u

s
in

g
 

th
e

 c
h

a
rm

. B
u

t—
th

e
re

's
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t P
re

w
e

tts
, th

e
y
're

 n
o

t lik
e

 

o
th

e
r w

iza
rd

in
g

 fa
m

ilie
s
. T

h
e

y
 ju

s
t g

e
t p

re
g

n
a

n
t s

o
m

e
h

o
w

. R
o

n
 a

n
d

 

I w
e

re
 b

o
th

 a
c
c
id

e
n

ts
 a

fte
r th

e
 tw

in
s
 c

a
m

e
 a

lo
n

g
. S

o
—

I w
a

s
 w

o
n

-

d
e

rin
g

 if y
o

u
'd

 m
a

k
e

 m
e

 a
 c

o
n

tra
c
e

p
tiv

e
 p

o
tio

n
. If y

o
u

 h
a

ve
 th

e
 

tim
e

. I w
a

s
 a

lw
a

y
s
 ru

b
b

is
h

 a
t p

o
tio

n
s
. If y

o
u

 c
a

n
't—

th
a

t's
 fin

e
. I c

a
n

 

a
s
k

 P
a

d
m

a
. I k

n
o

w
 y

o
u

're
 te

rrib
ly

 b
u

s
y
. I ju

s
t—

I d
id

n
't w

a
n

t y
o

u
 to

 

th
in

k
 I d

id
n

't w
a

n
t to

 a
s
k

 y
o

u
." 

"O
f c

o
u

rs
e

. I'll b
e

 b
re

w
in

g
 to

n
ig

h
t a

n
y
w

a
y
. It w

ill b
e

 a
n

 e
a

s
y
 

th
in

g
 to

 in
c
lu

d
e

. D
o

 y
o

u
 h

a
v
e

 a
 p

re
fe

re
n

c
e

 a
b

o
u

t ta
s
te

?
 T

h
e

 m
o

s
t 

e
ffe

c
tiv

e
 o

n
e

s
 d

o
n

't ta
s
te

 v
e

ry
 p

le
a

s
a

n
t." 

"I d
o

n
't c

a
re

 w
h

a
t it ta

s
te

s
 lik

e
 if it w

o
rk

s
," G

in
n

y
 s

a
id

 b
o

ld
ly

. 

"W
e

ll, I've
 a

lre
a

d
y
 g

o
t a

 fe
w

 v
ia

ls
 o

f o
n

e
 v

a
rie

ty
. I c

a
n

 g
iv

e
 

th
e

m
 to

 y
o

u
 n

o
w

, if y
o

u
'd

 lik
e

." 
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 "H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 d
o

s
e

d
 h

e
r w

ith
 s

o
m

e
 p

o
tio

n
 y

e
ste

rd
a

y
," M

a
lfo

y 

s
a

id
. "A

s
 fo

r d
a

rk
n

e
s
s
—

w
e

ll, th
e

 tra
il o

f d
e

s
tru

c
tio

n
 re

p
o

rte
d

 in
 S

u
s
-

s
e

x a
lre

a
d

y in
d

ic
a

te
d

 th
a

t s
h

e
 d

id
n

't a
d

h
e

re
 to

 th
e

 O
rd

e
r's

 p
o

lic
ie

s
 

re
g

a
rd

in
g

 D
a

rk
 M

a
g

ic
." 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt g
a

v
e

 a
n

 a
s
s
e

n
tin

g
 h

is
s
. 

"W
a

tc
h

 h
e

r c
a

re
fu

lly
. N

o
w

 th
a

t th
e

 O
rd

e
r is

 m
o

vin
g

 a
g

a
in

 th
e

y 

a
re

 c
e

rta
in

 to
 c

o
m

e
 fo

r h
e

r," V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
a

id
. 

"Y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 I w

ill d
ie

 b
e

fo
re

 I lo
s
e

 m
y
 h

o
ld

 o
n

 h
e

r," M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

 

in
 a

 lo
w

 vo
ic

e
 a

n
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

is
 g

rip
 o

n
 h

e
r a

rm
 tig

h
te

n
. 

"I w
a

n
t th

e
ir c

o
rp

s
e

, H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
. W

h
o

e
ve

r d
id

 it. T
h

is
 la

s
t O

r-

d
e

r m
e

m
b

e
r. I w

a
n

t th
e

ir s
k

u
ll a

d
d

e
d

 to
 m

y c
o

lle
c
tio

n
." 

"Y
o

u
 s

h
a

ll h
a

ve
 it, a

s
 I h

a
ve

 g
ive

n
 yo

u
 a

ll th
e

 re
s
t," M

a
lfo

y s
a

id
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 flin
c
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 w
re

n
c
h

 h
e

r a
rm

 fre
e

. V
o

ld
e

-

m
o

rt w
a

tc
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l th
e

 c
ru

e
lty

 a
n

d
 m

a
lic

e
 in

 h
is

 g
a

ze
 

a
s
 
h

is
 e

ye
s 

s
lid

 a
c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r. H

e
 o

p
e

n
e

d
 h

is
 m

o
u

th
 a

n
d

 s
lid

 h
is

 

to
n

g
u

e
 o

u
t a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 ta
s
tin

g
 th

e
 a

ir. H
is

 g
u

m
s
 w

e
re

 w
h

ite
 a

n
d

 

to
o

th
le

s
s
 lik

e
 a

 s
n

a
k

e
's

 a
n

d
 h

is
 to

n
g

u
e

 s
h

im
m

e
re

d
 in

 th
e

 d
im

 lig
h

t. 

W
h

e
n

 h
e

 c
lo

s
e

d
 h

is
 m

o
u

th
 h

e
 le

a
n

e
d

 fo
rw

a
rd

 a
n

d
 g

a
v
e

 a
 lo

w
 h

is
s
. 

H
is

 fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 c

e
n

tim
e

te
rs

 fro
m

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l th
e

 

w
h

is
p

e
r o

f a
ir g

h
o

s
t a

c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r fa

c
e

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't s
u

re
 if h

e
 w

e
re

 

a
b

o
u

t to
 lic

k
 h

e
r o

r p
e

rfo
rm

 le
g

ilim
e

n
c
y
 o

n
 h

e
r a

g
a

in
. H

is
 b

lo
o

d
 re

d
 

e
ye

s
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 h
e

r fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 s

a
n

k
 b

a
c
k

 in
to

 th
e

 n
e

s
t 

o
f p

y
th

o
n

s
. 

"O
n

c
e

 th
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 h

a
s
 g

ive
n

 u
p

 a
ll h

e
r s

e
c
re

ts
, I w

a
n

t h
e

r 

k
ille

d
 to

o
. S

h
e

 k
n

o
w

s
 to

o
 m

u
c
h

 to
 b

e
 k

e
p

t in
 S

tro
u

d
's

 p
ro

g
ra

m
. 

A
lth

o
u

g
h

... if s
h

e
 is

 p
re

g
n

a
n

t, I w
ill p

e
rm

it y
o

u
 to

 w
a

it u
n

til yo
u

 h
a

v
e

 

yo
u

r h
e

ir." 

"A
s
 yo

u
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

, M
y L

o
rd

," M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

 w
ith

o
u

t h
e

s
ita

tio
n

. 

T
h

e
n

 h
e

 d
ra

g
g

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 o
u

t o
f th

e
 H

a
ll. 

O
n

c
e

 th
e

y w
e

re
 in

 th
e

 w
in

d
in

g
 p

a
s
s
a

g
e

s
, M

a
lfo

y d
o

s
e

d
 h

e
r 

w
ith

 p
a

in
 re

lie
f p

o
tio

n
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

c
o

ffe
d

 q
u

ie
tly to

 h
e

rs
e

lf b
e

fo
re

 

s
h

e
 s

w
a

llo
w

e
d

 it. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 
c
le

a
r 

h
e

r h
e

a
d

, s
tru

g
g

lin
g

 
to

 
s
e

e
. S

h
e

 
fe

lt a
s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 th

e
 a

ir in
 th

e
 H

a
ll h

a
d

 p
o

is
o

n
e

d
 h

e
r. S

h
e

 s
lid

 w
e

a
k

ly d
o

w
n

 

o
n

to
 to

 th
e

 flo
o

r. H
e

r b
ra

in
 w

a
s
 s

till in
 a

g
o

n
y
 e

ve
n

 w
ith

 th
e

 p
a

in
 

re
lie

f. Y
e

t s
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf te

e
m

in
g

 w
ith

 q
u

e
stio

n
s
. 

"I a
tta

c
k

e
d

 a
 p

ris
o

n
?

" s
h

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 o

u
t. 

"A
fte

r P
o

tte
r d

ie
d

." M
a

lfo
y's

 vo
ic

e
 e

m
e

rg
e

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 d

a
rk

-

n
e

s
s
. "A

 fe
w

 h
o

u
rs

 a
fte

r th
e

 fin
a

l b
a

ttle
. Y

o
u

 w
e

re
 c

a
p

tu
re

d
 a

fte
r 

le
ve

lin
g

 n
e

a
rly h

a
lf o

f it in
 o

rd
e

r to
 b

re
a

k
 in

. It w
a

s
 a

n
 u

n
e

xp
e

c
te

d
 

c
o

u
n

te
r-a

tta
c
k

. I o
n

ly re
a

d
 th

e
 re

p
o

rts
 o

n
 th

e
 d

a
m

a
g

e
 a

fte
r yo

u
 

w
e

re
 a

s
s
ig

n
e

d
 to

 m
e

. It's
 a

 p
ity n

o
 o

n
e

 b
o

th
e

re
d

 to
 in

te
rro

g
a

te
 yo

u
 

s
o

o
n

e
r. T

h
e

 o
ve

rc
o

n
fid

e
n

c
e

 o
f vic

to
ry

, I s
u

p
p

o
s
e

." 
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 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 in
 th

e
 d

ire
c
tio

n
 o

f h
is

 vo
ic

e
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 

o
n

ly 
d

im
ly 

m
a

k
e

 
o

u
t 

h
is

 
lig

h
t-c

o
lo

u
re

d
 

h
a

ir 
b

e
fo

re
 

h
e

r 
vis

io
n

 

s
lip

p
e

d
 a

w
a

y a
g

a
in

. S
h

e
 le

a
n

e
d

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 b
a

c
k

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 w

a
ll to

 

s
te

a
d

y h
e

rs
e

lf. 

"I w
a

s
 a

 h
e

a
le

r..." s
h

e
 s

a
id

. "I w
a

s
n

't—
th

e
y
 d

id
n

't le
t m

e
—

fig
h

t." 

S
h

e
 fu

rro
w

e
d

 h
e

r b
ro

w
, tryin

g
 to

 u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

. "B
u

t G
in

n
y g

o
t 

o
u

t?
 I g

o
t h

e
r o

u
t?

" 

"Y
o

u
 d

id
." 

"B
u

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

y
in

g
—

w
h

e
n

 y
o

u
—

w
h

e
n

 yo
u

 k
ille

d
 h

e
r. W

h
y?

" 

s
h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

, h
e

r vo
ic

e
 s

m
a

ll a
n

d
 p

a
in

e
d

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 s
ile

n
c
e

 b
e

fo
re

 M
a

lfo
y s

p
o

k
e

. 

"S
h

e
 w

a
s
 in

 S
u

s
s
e

x fo
r e

xp
e

rim
e

n
ta

l re
s
e

a
rc

h
." 

A
 lo

w
 s

o
u

n
d

 o
f h

o
rro

r to
re

 its
e

lf fro
m

 s
o

m
e

w
h

e
re

 d
e

e
p

 in
s
id

e
 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 

"T
h

e
 D

o
lo

h
o

v's
 c

u
rs

e
 d

e
ve

lo
p

m
e

n
t d

ivis
io

n
..." h

e
r vo

ic
e

 s
h

o
o

k
 

a
n

d
 tra

ile
d

 o
ff. S

h
e

 m
a

d
e

 o
u

t M
a

lfo
y
 n

o
d

d
in

g
 in

 th
e

 s
h

a
d

o
w

s
. 

S
h

e
 d

o
u

b
le

d
 o

ve
r a

n
d

 th
re

w
 u

p
. O

h
 g

o
d

, G
in

n
y
... M

a
lfo

y w
a

ite
d

 

fo
r h

e
r to

 s
to

p
 g

a
g

g
in

g
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 h

e
r u

p
 o

ff th
e

 flo
o

r a
n

d
 

a
p

p
a

ra
te

d
 b

a
c
k

 in
to

 h
e

r ro
o

m
 in

 h
is

 m
a

n
o

r. 

T
h

e
 n

o
is

e
 s

h
e

 m
a

d
e

 fro
m

 th
e

 p
a

in
 o

f th
e

 a
p

p
a

ritio
n

 w
a

s
 a

n
i-

m
a

l. S
h

e
 c

o
lla

p
s
e

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t M

a
lfo

y
 a

n
d

 d
is

c
o

ve
re

d
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

o
a

k
e

d
 

in
 w

h
a

t a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 to

 b
e

 s
h

in
y
, p

u
tre

fie
d

 re
m

a
in

s
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 o
n

ly 

s
e

e
 it fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t b
e

fo
re

 h
e

r vis
io

n
 w

o
b

b
le

d
 a

w
a

y
 a

g
a

in
. S

h
e

 

c
h

o
k

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 a
 s

o
b

 a
n

d
 trie

d
 b

lin
d

ly
 to

 w
ip

e
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 o

ff o
n

 h
e

r 

e
q

u
a

lly s
o

ile
d

 ro
b

e
s
. 

M
a

lfo
y 

m
u

tte
re

d
 

s
e

ve
ra

l 
c
le

a
n

in
g

 
c
h

a
rm

s
 

a
n

d
 

th
e

 
s
m

e
ll 

a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
r fa

d
e

d
. H

e
 s

h
o

ve
d

 h
e

r b
a

c
k

 o
n

to
 h

e
r b

e
d

. 

"T
h

re
e

 d
a

ys
," h

e
 s

a
id

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 va
g

u
e

ly h
e

a
rd

 h
im

 le
a

v
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 s
ta

y
 c

o
n

s
c
io

u
s
. S

o
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 g
rie

ve
 a

n
d

 

try to
 p

ro
c
e

s
s
 w

h
a

t s
h

e
 h

a
d

 le
a

rn
e

d
, b

u
t h

e
r m

in
d

 fe
lt fa

d
e

d
. L

ik
e

 

s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't q
u

ite
 re

a
c
h

... 

S
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 o

n
 h

e
r c

lo
th

e
s u

n
til th

e
 b

u
tto

n
s
 to

re
 o

ff a
n

d
 th

e
n

 

s
h

o
ve

d
 th

e
m

 o
n

to
 th

e
 flo

o
r. S

h
e

 p
e

e
le

d
 th

e
 s

to
c
k

in
g

s
 o

ff w
ith

 h
e

r 

to
e

s a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 ru
b

 a
w

a
y
 th

e
 s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

 o
f s

n
a

k
e

 c
o

ils
 fro

m
 h

e
r 

s
k

in
. It w

a
s
 tw

o
 d

a
ys

 b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

 re
lia

b
ly. T

h
e

 p
a

in
 in

 h
e

r 

h
e

a
d

 p
re

ve
n

te
d

 h
e

r fro
m

 k
e

e
p

in
g

 a
n

y fo
o

d
 d

o
w

n
. T

h
e

 ro
o

m
 s

w
a

m
 

w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 s
it u

p
 o

r s
ta

n
d

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

th
in

g
 to

 d
o

 b
u

t th
in

k
. 

W
h

e
n

 M
a

lfo
y w

a
lk

e
d

 in
 o

n
 th

e
 th

ird
 d

a
y s

h
e

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 

s
it u

p
 a

n
d

 lo
o

k
 a

t h
im

 s
te

a
d

ily
. 

"M
o

re
 q

u
e

stio
n

s
?

" h
e

 s
a

id
 c

o
o

lly
 a

s
 h

e
 su

rve
ye

d
 h

e
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

o
o

k
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
. H

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 fa
in

tly s
u

rp
ris

e
d

. 
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 S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
't re

a
lis

e
d

 h
o

w
 m

u
c
h

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 m
is

s
e

d
 s

a
lt u

n
til s

h
e

 

fin
a

lly
 h

a
d

 it a
g

a
in

. 

In
 re

tro
s
p

e
c
t it w

a
s
n

't e
xa

c
tly

 s
u

rp
ris

in
g

 to
 re

a
lis

e
 A

s
to

ria
 h

a
d

 

d
e

c
id

e
d

 to
 o

rd
e

r th
e

 h
o

u
s
e

-e
lv

e
s
 to

 k
e

e
p

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 o
n

 s
o

m
e

 k
in

d
 

o
f—

p
ris

o
n

 fo
o

d
?

 P
e

a
s
a

n
t's

 fa
re

?
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
n

't e
ve

n
 s

u
re

 w
h

a
t 

it h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 to

 b
e

. T
h

e
 w

o
m

a
n

 w
a

s
—

o
d

d
. H

e
r in

d
ig

n
a

n
c
e

 

o
ve

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 m

a
n

ife
s
t in

 w
h

a
te

ve
r s

tra
n

g
e

 w
a

y s
h

e
 

th
o

u
g

h
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 g
e

t a
w

a
y
 w

ith
 it. 

A
n

d
 g

o
tte

n
 a

w
a

y w
ith

 it s
h

e
 h

a
d

, fo
r th

re
e

 m
o

n
th

s
; a

p
p

ro
xi-

m
a

te
ly tw

o
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 a

n
d

 s
e

ve
n

ty
 m

e
a

ls
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 n

e
ve

r w
a

n
te

d
 

to
 e

a
t a

n
o

th
e

r o
ve

r-b
o

ile
d

 ve
g

e
ta

b
le

. 

M
a

lfo
y e

n
te

re
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 ro

o
m

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

lm
o

s
t d

o
n

e
 

e
a

tin
g

, a
n

d
 w

a
lk

e
d

 o
ve

r to
 s

u
rve

y
 th

e
 fo

o
d

 o
n

 h
e

r p
la

te
. 

"A
p

p
a

re
n

tly I a
m

 o
b

lig
e

d
 to

 p
e

rs
o

n
a

lly a
s
s
u

re
 e

ve
ryth

in
g

," h
e

 

s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 s
c
o

w
l a

fte
r th

e
 m

e
a

l a
p

p
a

re
n

tly m
e

t h
is

 e
xp

e
c
ta

tio
n

s
. 

"Y
o

u
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 m
e

n
tio

n
e

d
 it." 

"If I w
e

re
 to

 s
ta

rt c
o

m
p

la
in

in
g

, th
e

 fo
o

d
 w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e
 th

e
 firs

t 

th
in

g
 I'd

 b
rin

g
 u

p
," H

e
rm

io
n

e
 re

p
lie

d
, s

ta
b

b
in

g
 a

 to
m

a
to

 vic
io

u
s
ly 

w
ith

 h
e

r fo
rk

. 

H
e

 g
a

ve
 h

e
r a

 th
in

 s
m

ile
. "N

o
. I d

o
n

't s
u

p
p

o
s
e

 it w
o

u
ld

 b
e

." 

H
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 o

ve
r to

 th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
 a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 o
u

t o
ve

r th
e

 e
s
ta

te
 

w
h

ile
 s

h
e

 fin
is

h
e

d
 e

a
tin

g
. S

h
e

 in
te

n
tio

n
a

lly
 to

o
k

 h
e

r tim
e

, a
n

d
 

m
e

n
ta

lly
 re

c
ite

d
 a

ll th
e

 irrita
tin

g
 re

p
e

titive
 s

o
n

g
s
 s

h
e

'd
 le

a
rn

e
d

 in
 

p
rim

a
ry s

c
h

o
o

l. 

A
s
 s

h
e

 fin
is

h
e

d
 s

h
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 o

ve
r to

w
a

rd
 h

im
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
e

e
 

h
is

 p
ro

file
 a

n
d

 n
o

tic
e

d
 a

s
 h

is
 e

ye
s
 b

e
c
a

m
e

 b
rie

fly u
n

fo
c
u

s
e

d
. I 

h
o

p
e

 y
o

u
 d

ie
 th

e
 s

lo
w

e
s
t a

n
d

 m
o

s
t h

o
rrib

le
 d

e
a

th
 a

n
y
o

n
e

 h
a

s
 e

v
e

r 

d
e

vis
e

d
, M

a
lfo

y
, s

h
e

 im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly s
n

a
rle

d
 in

 h
e

r m
in

d
. A

fte
r a

 m
o

-

m
e

n
t h

e
 b

lin
k

e
d

 a
n

d
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 o

ve
r to

w
a

rd
 h

e
r e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
le

s
s
. S

h
e

 

m
e

t h
is

 g
a

ze
 u

n
a

p
o

lo
g

e
tic

a
lly. 

"N
o

te
d

," h
e

 sa
id

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 g
e

s
tu

re
d

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e

 b
e

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 o

ve
r re

s
ig

n
e

d
ly a

n
d

 s
e

a
te

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf o

n
 th

e
 

e
d

g
e

 b
e

fo
re

 lo
o

k
in

g
 u

p
 a

t h
im

, u
n

b
lin

k
in

g
 a

s
 h

is
 c

o
ld

 s
ilve

r e
ye

s
 

s
a

n
k

 in
to

 h
e

r c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
n

e
s
s
. 

S
h

e
 a

lw
a

ys
 e

n
d

e
d

 u
p

 fla
t o

n
 h

e
r b

a
c
k

 b
y
 th

e
 tim

e
 h

e
 fin

is
h

e
d

 

g
o

in
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
. 

H
e

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

ry o
f G

in
n

y s
e

ve
ra

l tim
e

s
. 

T
h

e
n

 h
e

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 h
e

r s
p

y
in

g
 a

n
d

 w
o

n
d

e
rin

g
 a

b
o

u
t G

ra
h

a
m

 

M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
. H

e
 w

ith
d

re
w

 fro
m

 h
e

r m
in

d
. 

"M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 g

o
t a

 D
a

rk
 M

a
rk

 a
fte

r th
e

 fin
a

l b
a

ttle
," h

e
 s

a
id

, 

s
ta

rin
g

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r. "It w

a
s
, I a

m
 to

ld
, in

 a
c
k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
m

e
n

t o
f th

e
 

e
xc

e
p

tio
n

a
l s

e
rvic

e
s
 h

e
 re

n
d

e
re

d
." 

H
e

 w
a

s
 s

n
e

e
rin

g
 a

s
 h

e
 s

a
id

 it. 
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 H

e
a

le
r 

S
tro

u
d

 
c
a

m
e

 
a

n
d

 
fo

u
n

d
 

th
a

t 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
 

w
a

s
, 

o
n

c
e

 

a
g

a
in

, n
o

t p
re

g
n

a
n

t. H
e

r e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
u

rve
ye

d
 th

e
 d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

 

re
s
u

lt s
e

e
m

e
d

 irrita
te

d
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

ta
re

d
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
d

ly
 a

t th
e

 c
lo

c
k

 

o
n

 th
e

 w
a

ll. 

"W
h

y
 a

re
 yo

u
r s

o
d

iu
m

 le
ve

ls
 s

o
 lo

w
?

" H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 a
s
k

e
d

 a
f-

te
r p

e
rfo

rm
in

g
 s

e
ve

ra
l m

o
re

 te
sts

 o
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 o

ve
r. "T

h
e

y d
o

n
't p

ro
vid

e
 a

n
y
 s

a
lt w

ith
 th

e
 

fo
o

d
." 

"T
h

e
y d

o
n

't?
" H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 to
n

e
 o

f s
u

rp
ris

e
. "W

h
a

t 

a
re

 th
e

y fe
e

d
in

g
 y

o
u

?
" 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

ru
g

g
e

d
. "B

o
ile

d
 th

in
g

s
. V

e
g

e
ta

b
le

s
 a

n
d

 m
e

a
t a

n
d

 

e
g

g
s
. A

n
d

 rye
 b

re
a

d
." 

"W
h

y
?

" 

"I a
s
s
u

m
e

d
 it w

a
s
 w

h
a

t th
e

y w
e

re
 in

s
tru

c
te

d
 to

 fe
e

d
 m

e
. It's

 

n
o

t a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 I h
a

v
e

 th
e

 fre
e

d
o

m
 to

 q
u

e
stio

n
 a

n
y
th

in
g

," H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

s
a

id
 c

o
ld

ly. 

"Y
o

u
're

 s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 to

 h
a

v
e

 a
 b

a
la

n
c
e

d
 d

ie
t. T

h
a

t in
c
lu

d
e

s s
a

lt," 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

n
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 o

f a
n

n
o

y
a

n
c
e

. S
h

e
 re

a
c
h

e
d

 

fo
rw

a
rd

 a
n

d
 ta

p
p

e
d

 th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

 o
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 w

ris
t w

ith
 th

e
 tip

 

o
f h

e
r w

a
n

d
. 

A
 m

in
u

te
 la

te
r M

a
lfo

y
 e

n
te

re
d

 w
ith

 a
 s

c
o

w
l. 

"Y
o

u
 c

a
lle

d
?

" h
e

 sa
id

. 

"Y
e

s
. Is

 th
e

re
 a

 re
a

s
o

n
 w

h
y
 s

h
e

 is
n

't b
e

in
g

 g
ive

n
 a

n
y s

a
lt?

" 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
a

id
. 

M
a

lfo
y b

lin
k

e
d

. "S
a

lt?
"  

"S
h

e
 s

a
ys

 h
e

r fo
o

d
 is

 a
ll b

o
ile

d
 a

n
d

 h
a

s
 n

o
 s

a
lt. It's

 s
ta

rtin
g

 to
 

a
ffe

c
t h

e
r s

o
d

iu
m

 le
ve

ls
," H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

, h
e

r e
ye

s
 n

a
rro

w
e

d
 

a
s
 s

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t M

a
lfo

y
. 

M
a

lfo
y's

 e
ye

b
ro

w
s
 w

e
n

t u
p

 in
 a

p
p

a
re

n
t s

u
rp

ris
e

. 

"T
h

e
 e

lve
s
 w

e
re

 in
s
tru

c
te

d
 to

 p
ro

vid
e

 h
e

r w
ith

 m
e

a
ls

. I a
s
-

s
u

m
e

d
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 e

a
tin

g
 w

h
a

t A
s
to

ria
 a

n
d

 I d
o

," h
e

 s
a

id
. T

h
e

n
 h

is
 ja

w
 

c
le

n
c
h

e
d

 s
lig

h
tly a

n
d

 h
is

 o
w

n
 e

y
e

s
 n

a
rro

w
e

d
. "A

s
to

ria
's

 re
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o
n

s
i-

b
le

 fo
r a

p
p

ro
vin

g
 th

e
 m

e
n

u
. I'll fin

d
 o

u
t w

h
a

t h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

." 

"P
le

a
s
e

 d
o

. T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
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 g
ro

w
in

g
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p
a

tie
n

t o
ve

r th
e

 la
c
k

 

o
f p

ro
g

re
s
s
. W

e
 d

o
n

't w
a

n
t a

n
yth

in
g

 in
te

rfe
rin

g
." 

"In
d

e
e

d
," M

a
lfo

y s
a

id
 c

o
o

lly
, m

e
e

tin
g

 H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

's
 g

a
ze

. 

"N
o

w
, if th

e
re

's
 n

o
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
, I m

u
s
t re

tu
rn

 to
 m

y w
o

rk
." 

"O
f c

o
u

rs
e

, H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
, I w

o
n

't k
e

e
p

 y
o

u
," H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

 

g
ivin

g
 h

im
 a

 fin
a

l lo
o

k
 b

e
fo

re
 tu

rn
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

T
h

a
t n

ig
h

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
c
e

ive
d

 a
 fu

ll m
e

a
l w

ith
 s

id
e

 d
is

h
e

s
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n
d

 

a
 fre

s
h

 s
a

la
d

, s
e

a
s
o

n
in

g
s
 a

n
d

, m
o

s
t s

ig
n

ific
a

n
tly to

 h
e

r, a
 s

a
lt 

s
h

a
k

e
r. 
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 "W
e

ll, o
n

e
, I s

u
p

p
o

s
e

," s
h

e
 s

a
id

 a
fte
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 m

in
u

te
. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
ite

d
. S

h
e

 g
a

th
e
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d

 u
p

 th
e
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a
d

s
 o

f in
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rm
a

tio
n

; a
ll 

th
e
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c
o

n
s
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te
n

c
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h
e
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a

d
 c

o
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c
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d
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e
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d
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ve
r th

e
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o
n
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. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 fin
a

lly d
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n
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e

m
 u

p
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o
m

e
th

in
g

 c
o

h
e
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. 

H
e

rm
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n
e

 to
o

k
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lo

w
 b
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a

th
 b

e
fo

re
 s

h
e
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p

o
k

e
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h
e

n
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h
e

 m
e
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h
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. 

T
h

e
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n
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 in
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e
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h
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u
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e

c
u
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n
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 d
a
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. 
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h

e
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a
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 s
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h
e
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a
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. "E

ve
n
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o

u
g

h
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lly 
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n
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o

in
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 p

a
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u

ro
p

e
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o

t b
e

in
g
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a

te
d
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s
 s

ig
-

n
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a
n
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r c

o
n

s
e

q
u
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n
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c
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a
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e

d
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n
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 c
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g
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, 

I s
u

s
p

e
c
t th

a
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e
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 b
e
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 p
a

s
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e
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m
 c
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u
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e
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o
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c
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 d
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." 

M
a
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 c
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a
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 d
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 w

a
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m
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 c
o

n
n

e
c
tin

g
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e
m
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T
h

e
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 te
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m
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w

, p
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b
a

b
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m

 w
h
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H
a
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 b
a
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a
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n
d

 H
a
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u
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 d
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m
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m
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d
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u
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u
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m

e
m

b
e
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o

w
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c
o
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p
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a

k
 p

a
rs

e
lto

n
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u
e

. T
h

a
t's

 w
h
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h
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n
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o

ld
e
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o
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e
 

K
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—
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a

rry a
t H
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g
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a
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—

it d
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n
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" 

H
e
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n
e
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ic
e

 c
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c
k

e
d
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n
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h
e

 s
w

a
llo
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e

d
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n

d
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e
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h
e
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e
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 c

o
n
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u

e
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
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 n
e

w
 p

a
in

 s
lo

w
ly s
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g
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 b
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o
m

 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
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a
c
k
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e
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d

. S
h
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n
o
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d
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h

a
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 w
h

y
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e
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a
d

 to
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c
a

s
t th

e
 c

u
rs

e
 o

n
 H

a
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e
c
a

u
s
e
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f 
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e
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e
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u
t—

it w
a
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n
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s
t H
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h
e
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a

y
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e
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m

o
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-

fe
s
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o
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u
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 d
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u

r fa
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e
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a
d

...s
o

m
e

h
o

w
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u
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a
s
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r 
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u
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d

 o
u

t h
o

w
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 b
in

d
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s
o

u
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e
 to
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n

im
a

te
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n
d
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a

n
im

a
te

 

o
b

je
c
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. A
n

d
 th

e
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rd
e

r k
n

e
w
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b

o
u

t it. T
h

a
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 w
h

y h
e
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n

o
w

s
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e
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c
k
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is

 
m

o
n
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w

a
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e
 
O
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e
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a

n
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n

o
t 
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o
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n

e
w

 
R

e
s
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n

c
e

 

g
ro

u
p
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B

e
c
a

u
s
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e
 

a
s
s
a

s
s
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a
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n
 

a
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m
p
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w

a
s
n
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a

n
 
a
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m

p
t. 

T
h

ic
k

n
e

s
s
e

 w
a

s
n

't th
e

 ta
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e
t. U

m
b

rid
g

e
 w

a
s
n

't e
ith

e
r. T

h
e

 p
e

n
d

a
n

t 

s
h

e
 s

o
m

e
tim

e
s
 w

o
re

. T
h

e
 lo

c
k

e
t. I s

a
w

 it w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 tra

in
in

g
 u

s
. 

It w
a

s
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. O

n
e

 o
f h
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 te

th
e

rs
. W

h
o

e
ve

r it is
, th

e
 la

s
t O

rd
e

r m
e

m
b

e
r, 

th
e

y fig
u

re
d

 o
u

t w
h

a
t it w

a
s
 a

n
d

 k
ille

d
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e
r to

 d
e

s
tro

y it." 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
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e
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in
te

s
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a
rro

w
in

g
 o

f M
a
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y's

 e
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. H

e
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n

e
 

c
o

c
k

e
d

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 to
 th

e
 s

id
e
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s
 th

e
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d

ie
d

 e
a

c
h

 o
th

e
r. 

"I b
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ve

 I m
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s
e

d
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e
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u
e

s
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," M

a
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y
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a
id
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fte
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o
m

e
n

t. 

"I h
a

v
e

n
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s
k

e
d
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e

t," H
e
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n
e
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a
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 c

a
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g
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n

o
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e
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ro

b
b
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g
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e
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a
c
k

 o
f h
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e
a

d
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a
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a
s
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te
a
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u
g

h
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c
a
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l b
e
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g
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e
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a
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e
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e
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k
u
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 "T

h
e

 re
p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

 e
ffo

rt," s
h

e
 s

a
id

, tryin
g

 to
 b

re
a

th
e

 th
ro

u
g

h
 

th
e

 p
a

in
, "is

 a
 c

o
ve

r. It's
 a

 ru
s
e

. V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt d
o

e
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't c
a
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 a

b
o

u
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e
 

m
a

g
ic

a
l p

o
p

u
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tio
n

. It's
 a

 p
ie

c
e

 o
f m

is
d

ire
c
tio

n
 to

 k
e

e
p

 th
e

 p
u

b
lic

 

p
re

o
c
c
u

p
ie

d
. H

e
 is

n
't w

a
itin

g
 to

 e
n

s
la

v
e

 th
e

 m
u

g
g

le
s
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 h
e
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c
o

n
c
e

rn
e

d
 o

ve
r w

iza
rd

in
g

 d
e

m
o

g
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p
h

ic
s
. H

e
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 d
o

in
g

 it to
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u
y h

im
-

s
e

lf tim
e

; h
e
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 e

n
te

rta
in

in
g

 th
e

 m
a

s
s
e

s
 b

y m
a

k
in

g
 p

u
b

lic
 s

p
e

c
ta

-

c
le

s
 o

f th
e

 p
u

re
b

lo
o

d
 fa

m
ilie

s
. F

irs
t w

ith
 th

e
 m

a
rria

g
e

s
 a

n
d

 th
e

 

m
is

c
a
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g

e
s
, a

n
d

 n
o

w
, w

ith
 s

u
rro

g
a

te
s
. H

e
 d

id
n

't h
a

lt th
e

 w
a

r b
e

-

c
a

u
s
e
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e

 w
a

n
ts

 to
, h

e
 d

id
 it b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 h
e

 h
a

s
 to

." 

P
a

in
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o

t th
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u
g

h
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e
rm

io
n

e
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 h
e

a
d

 a
n

d
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 b
e

fo
re
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e

r 

tu
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e
d
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 h

o
rrifyin
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h
a

d
e
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d
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s
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o
u

g
h
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e

re
 w

a
s
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o
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 s
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a

m
-

in
g

 d
o
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n
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n

d
 fillin

g
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e
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n
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h

e
 g
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e
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n
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g

o
n

ize
d

 c
ry

 s
ta

rte
d

 to
 

fa
ll fo
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a

rd
. S

h
e

 fo
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e
d
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e
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e

lf to
 lo

o
k

 u
p

 a
t M

a
lfo

y. H
e

 w
a
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o
v-

in
g

 to
w
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rd
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e

r. 

S
h

e
 fo
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e

d
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e
r q

u
e

stio
n

 o
u

t. 
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e
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 d

yin
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 b
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n
 h

a
rd

e
n

e
d

 fu
rth

e
r a

s
 h

e
 s

h
ru

g
g

e
d

 a
n

d
 n

o
d

-

d
e

d
. "N

o
 g

o
o

d
 ris

k
in

g
 h

im
 in

 a
 s

k
irm

ish
 w

h
e

n
 w

e
 n

e
e

d
 h

im
 fo

r th
e

 

fin
a

l b
lo

w
. Y

e
a

h
. I g

e
t it. T

h
a

t d
o

e
s
n

't m
e

a
n

 I lik
e

 it. A
n

d
 s

o
m

e
 o

f 

th
e

s
e

—
," 

h
e

 
p

u
lle

d
 
a

 
fe

w
 
s
c
ro

lls
 
o

v
e

r 
a

n
d

 
g

la
n

c
e

d
 
o

v
e

r 
th

e
m

. 

"T
h

e
y
're

 p
re

tty
 m

u
c
h

 s
u

ic
id

e
 m

is
s
io

n
s
. I h

a
d

n
't re

a
lize

d
 h

o
w

 s
a

fe
 

K
in

g
s
le

y
 h

a
s
 b

e
e

n
 p

la
y
in

g
 it b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 o
f H

a
rry

. S
e

e
in

g
 w

h
a

t h
e

'll d
o

 

w
h

e
n

 w
e

're
 g

o
n

e
 fo

r a
 fe

w
 w

e
e

k
s
—

" 

H
e

 b
ro

k
e

 o
ff a

s
 h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

n
g

rily
 d

o
w

n
 a

t th
e

 re
p

o
rts

. "W
h

a
t 

e
x
a

c
tly

 w
e

re
 th

e
 c

a
s
u

a
lty

 ra
te

s
 w

h
ile

 w
e

 w
e

re
 g

o
n

e
?
" 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 o
p

e
n

e
d

 h
e

r m
o

u
th

 to
 a

n
s
w

e
r a

n
d

 h
e

 c
u

t h
e

r o
ff. 

H
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 "I d

o
n

't n
e

e
d

 y
o

u
 to

 te
ll m

e
. I c

a
n

 s
e

e
 th

e
 n

u
m

b
e

rs
 rig

h
t h

e
re

. 

F
u

c
k

in
g

—
fu

c
k

in
g

 
b

lo
o

d
y
 
u

n
b

e
lie

v
a

b
le

. 
If 

K
in

g
s
le

y
 
w

e
re

 
h

e
re

 
I'd

 

p
u

n
c
h

 h
im

." 

H
is

 fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 g

ro
w

in
g
 s

c
a

rle
t w

ith
 ra

g
e

. 

"R
o

n
, w

e
 c

a
n

't a
ffo

rd
 to

 p
la

y
 it s

a
fe

 a
n

y
m

o
re

," H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 

h
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

 k
n

o
ttin

g
 its

e
lf a

s
 s

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t a

b
o

u
t h

o
w

 m
a

n
y
 p

e
o

-

p
le

's
 e

ye
s
 sh

e
'd

 d
ra

w
n

 s
h

u
t d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 p

a
s
t s

e
v
e

ra
l w

e
e

k
s
 a

n
d

 th
e

 

n
e

w
 h

o
s
p

ic
e

 s
a

fe
 h

o
u

s
e

 s
h

e
'd

 h
e

lp
e

d
 B

ill w
a

rd
. "I d

o
n

't th
in

k
 y

o
u

 

re
a

lis
e

 h
o

w
 d

e
p

le
te

d
 o

u
r re

s
o

u
rc

e
s
 a

re
. H

o
w

 m
a

n
y
 y

e
a

rs
 d

o
 y

o
u

 

th
in

k
 H

a
rry

's v
a

u
lt c

a
n

 fe
e

d
 a

n
 a

rm
y
?
 T

h
e

 h
o

s
p

ita
l w

a
rd

 is
 ru

n
n

in
g
 

o
n

 fu
m

e
s
. E

u
ro

p
e

 is
 g

e
ttin

g
 lo

c
k

e
d

 u
n

d
e

r T
o

m
's

 c
o

n
tro

l. T
h

e
 o

n
ly

 

o
p

tio
n

 w
e

 h
a

v
e

 le
ft is

 to
 ta

k
e

 ris
k

s
. A

n
d

 w
e

 c
a

n
't ris

k
 H

a
rry

." 

R
o

n
 w

a
s
 s

ile
n

t. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
e

e
 th

e
 m

u
s
c
le

s
 o

f h
is

 ja
w

 

w
o

rk
in

g
 a

s
 h

e
 k

e
p

t c
le

n
c
h

in
g

 a
n

d
 re

le
a

s
in

g
 it. 

"W
e

 n
e

e
d

 to
 fin

d
 th

e
 h

o
rc

ru
x
e

s
," h

e
 fin

a
lly

 s
a

id
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 le

t 

o
u

t a
 lo

w
, d

e
e

p
 b

re
a

th
 th

a
t s

h
e

'd
 b

e
e

n
 a

n
x
io

u
s
ly

 h
o

ld
in

g
 a

n
d

 n
o

d
-

d
e

d
. "W

e
 d

o
," s

h
e

 s
a

id
. "T

o
m

 a
n

d
 H

a
rry

 a
re

 th
e

 lin
c
h

p
in

s. Id
e

o
lo

g
i-

c
a

lly
 th

e
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
 a

re
 to

o
 d

iv
e

rs
e

. It's
 T

o
m

's
 p

o
w

e
r th

a
t k

e
e

p
s
 

th
e

 a
rm

y
 c

o
h

e
s
iv

e
. If w

e
 c

a
n

 k
ill h

im
, p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

tly
, th

e
re

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 

e
n

o
u

g
h

 in
fig

h
tin

g
 to

 g
iv

e
 th

e
 R

e
s
is

ta
n

c
e

 th
e

 u
p

p
e

r h
a

n
d

." 

"I g
u

e
s
s th

a
t's

 th
e

 o
n

e
 u

p
s
id

e
 to

 T
o

m
's

 d
e

lu
s
io

n
s
 o

f im
m

o
rta

l-

ity
: h

e
 is

n
't b

o
th

e
rin

g
 to

 g
ro

o
m

 a
 s

u
c
c
e

s
s
o

r," R
o

n
 s

a
id

 w
o

o
d

e
n

ly
 a

s
 

h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 o

v
e

r a
n

o
th

e
r m

is
s
io

n
 re

p
o

rt. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
e

e
 h

e
r s

ig
-

n
a

tu
re

 o
n

 th
e

 b
o

tto
m

; v
e

rify
in

g
 th

e
 in

ju
re

d
, c

a
lc

u
la

tin
g

 th
e

 lo
s
s
e

s
 

in
 n

e
a

t, im
p

e
rs

o
n

a
l n

u
m

b
e

rs
. "A

lth
o

u
g

h
 I d

o
n

't d
o

u
b

t th
e

 M
a

lfo
y
s
 

w
ill th

in
k

 th
e

y
're

 firs
t in

 lin
e

 n
o

w
 th

a
t B

e
lla

trix
 is

 d
e

a
d

. F
u

c
k

in
g

 p
s
y
-

c
h

o
p

a
th

s
." 

"Y
o

u
 n

e
e

d
 to

 c
o

n
v
in

c
e

 H
a

rry
 th

a
t th

e
 h

o
rc

ru
x
e

s
 a

re
 th

e
 firs

t 

p
rio

rity
," s

h
e

 s
a

id
, s

ta
rin

g
 a

t R
o

n
 in

te
n

tly
. "E

s
p

e
c
ia

lly
 n

o
w

, a
fte

r 

G
in

n
y
. I'm

 w
o

rrie
d

 h
e

 ju
s
t w

a
n

ts
 to

 ig
n

o
re

 th
e

m
." 

R
o

n
 e

x
p

re
s
s
io

n
 g

re
w

 s
tra

in
e

d
. 

"Y
e

a
h

," h
e

 s
a

id
 q

u
ie

tly
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
e

s
ita

n
tly

 d
re

w
 c

lo
s
e

r. 

"R
o

n
, I h

o
p

e
 w

h
a

t I s
a

id
 a

t th
e

 m
e

e
tin

g
 la

s
t n

ig
h

t d
id

n
't m

a
k

e
 

y
o

u
 fe

e
l lik

e
 it w

a
s
 y

o
u

r fa
u

lt. Y
o

u
 s

a
v
e

d
 G

in
n

y
. I d

id
n

't th
in

k
 it 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 a
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 to

 w
ith

h
o

ld
 th

e
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 b

u
t I d

id
n

't m
e

a
n

 

to
 h

u
rt y

o
u

 b
y
 d

is
c
lo

s
in

g
 it." 

"It's
 fin

e
," h

e
 s

a
id

, e
x
p

re
s
s
io

n
 s

tiff. "Y
o

u
 m

a
d

e
 th

e
 rig

h
t c

a
ll." 

"I'm
 s

o
rry

—
" 

"D
o

n
't. I d

o
n

't re
a

lly
 w

a
n

t to
 ta

lk
 a

b
o

u
t it," h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 s
h

a
k

in
g

 

v
o

ic
e

 th
a

t b
ro

o
k

e
d

 n
o

 a
rg

u
m

e
n

t. 
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 S
h

e
 g

ra
d

u
a

lly g
o

t s
o

 g
o

o
d

 a
t k

e
e

p
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf p

re
o

c
c
u

p
ie

d
 th

a
t 

s
h

e
 

w
o

u
ld

 
m

o
m

e
n

ta
rily

 
fo

rg
e

t 
th

a
t 

s
h

e
 

w
a

s
 

fo
rg

e
ttin

g
. 

S
h

e
'd

 

b
re

a
th

e
 in

 a
n

d
 e

xp
e

rie
n

c
e

 a
 m

o
m

e
n

t th
a

t d
id

n
't fe

e
l b

ro
k

e
n

 o
r 

g
rie

vin
g

 o
r d

e
s
p

a
irin

g
. 

W
h

e
n

 it w
a

s
 ju

s
t h

e
r lo

n
e

lin
e

ss
 th

a
t s

tre
tc

h
e

d
 o

u
t b

e
fo

re
 h

e
r. 

T
h

e
 g

u
ilt th

a
t w

o
u

ld
 s

trik
e

 h
e

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t la
te

r w
a

s
 a

s
 c

o
ld

 a
n

d
 

b
itte

r a
s
 s

e
a

w
a

te
r. 

S
h

e
'd

 fre
e

ze
 fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t a
n

d
 th

e
n

 s
w

a
llo

w
 th

e
 lu

m
p

 o
f h

o
r-

ro
r in

 h
e

r th
ro

a
t a

n
d

 re
n

e
w

 h
e

r vo
w

 to
 e

sc
a

p
e

. 

B
u

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't e
sc

a
p

e
. 

S
h

e
 e

xp
lo

re
d

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r fro
m

 to
p

 to
 b

o
tto

m
. S

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 a
 s

e
t 

o
f w

iza
rd

's
 c

h
e

s
s
 a

n
d

 p
la

y
e

d
 m

a
tc

h
e

s a
g

a
in

s
t h

e
rs

e
lf. S

h
e

 b
u

ilt 

c
a

rd
 to

w
e

rs
 w

ith
 p

a
c
k

s
 o

f c
a

rd
s
 s

h
e

 d
is

c
o

ve
re

d
 in

 a
 d

ra
w

e
r. S

h
e

 

vis
ite

d
 th

e
 h

o
rs

e
s
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 w

a
y to

 e
s
c
a

p
e

. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 fin
d

 M
a

lfo
y b

u
t n

e
ve

r m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 to

. S
h

e
 d

id
n

't 

k
n

o
w

 if h
e

 w
e

re
 e

ve
n

 in
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r. H

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 o
u

t o
r ju

s
t 

b
e

h
in

d
 a

 d
o

o
r s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't o

p
e

n
. It s

o
m

e
tim

e
s
 fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 

m
u

s
t b

e
 a

vo
id

in
g

 h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 id
e

a
 h

o
w

 sh
e

 c
o

u
ld

 p
o

s
s
ib

ly
 e

s
c
a

p
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
e

g
a

n
 to

 s
e

e
 A

s
to

ria
 w

ith
 in

c
re

a
s
in

g
 re

g
u

la
rity. T

h
e

 

fa
m

ilia
r c

lic
k

 o
f h

e
e

ls
 in

 th
e

 d
is

ta
n

c
e

 a
n

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 g

re
w

 a
d

e
p

t a
t 

p
ro

m
p

tly d
is

a
p

p
e

a
rin

g
 b

e
h

in
d

 a
 c

u
rta

in
 o

r in
to

 a
 s

e
rva

n
ts

' p
a

s
-

s
a

g
e

. T
h

e
 s

e
rva

n
ts

' 
p

a
s
s
a

g
e

s
 
w

e
re

 
fille

d
 
w

ith
 
c
le

ve
rly c

o
n

c
e

a
le

d
 

p
e

e
p

h
o

le
s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
s
u

s
p

e
c
te

d
 

th
a

t, 
g

ive
n

 
th

e
 

u
tilis

a
tio

n
 

o
f 

h
o

u
s
e

-e
lv

e
s
, th

e
 tw

is
ty

 little
 tu

n
n

e
ls

 h
a

d
 a

lw
a

y
s
 b

e
e

n
 p

rim
a

rily 

u
s
e

d
 fo

r s
p

yin
g

. T
h

e
 m

a
n

o
r w

a
s
 c

ra
m

m
e

d
 w

ith
 th

e
m

; s
o

m
e

 w
e

re
 

o
b

vio
u

s
 
a

n
d

 
o

th
e

rs
 
e

xtre
m

e
ly 

w
e

ll 
c
o

n
c
e

a
le

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
fo

u
n

d
 

th
e

m
 a

ll. A
n

ytim
e

 th
e

 d
im

e
n

s
io

n
s
 o

f a
 ro

o
m

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 va
g

u
e

ly o
ff 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
e

t to
 w

o
rk

, ta
p

p
in

g
 lig

h
tly

 a
lo

n
g

 th
e

 w
a

lls
 a

n
d

 p
re

s
s
in

g
 

e
ve

ry k
n

o
t in

 th
e

 w
o

o
d

 a
n

d
 tw

is
tin

g
 a

t e
ve

ry
 s

c
o

n
c
e

 a
n

d
 s

c
re

w
 u

n
til 

s
h

e
 fe

lt s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 g

ive
. S

o
m

e
 d

o
o

rs
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 m
a

g
ic

a
lly w

h
ile

 o
th

-

e
rs

 w
e

re
 c

le
ve

rly b
u

ilt u
s
in

g
 g

e
a

rs
 a

n
d

 ro
ta

tin
g

 fu
rn

itu
re

. 

A
s
to

ria
 w

a
s
 ra

re
ly a

lo
n

e
 w

h
e

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
w

 h
e

r. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

c
-

c
o

m
p

a
n

ie
d

 b
y th

e
 s

a
m

e
 d

a
rk

, b
ro

a
d

-s
h

o
u

ld
e

re
d

 m
a

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 

h
a

d
 g

lim
p

s
e

d
 o

n
 N

e
w

 Y
e

a
r's

. It s
o

o
n

 b
e

c
a

m
e

 a
p

p
a

re
n

t th
a

t e
ith

e
r 

A
s
to

ria
 o

r h
e

r p
a

ra
m

o
u

r h
a

d
 s

o
m

e
 s

o
rt o

f o
b

je
c
tio

n
 to

 b
e

d
s
. T

h
e

 

firs
t tim

e
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 e

n
c
o

u
n

te
re

d
 th

e
m

 A
s
to

ria
 w

a
s
 n

e
a

rly n
a

k
e

d
 

a
n

d
 p

re
s
s
e

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t a

 p
a

rlo
u

r w
in

d
o

w
. 

T
h

e
y s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 b
e

 tryin
g

 to
 h

a
ve

 s
e

x
 in

 e
ve

ry ro
o

m
 in

 th
e

 

m
a

n
o

r. 
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 T
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t s
h

o
o

k
 h

e
r to

 th
e

 c
o

re
. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t th
e

 ta
b

le
 a

n
d

 fe
lt a

t a
 lo

s
s
 a

s
 to

 w
h

a
t to

 d
o

 a
b

o
u

t 

it. It w
a

s
n

't a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fig

h
t h

im
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't re

s
is

t a
n

y 

m
o

re
 th

a
n

 s
h

e
 a

lre
a

d
y
 w

a
s
. 

H
e

 w
a

s
n

't d
o

in
g

 a
n

yth
in

g
 th

a
t h

u
rt. If s

h
e

 p
a

id
 a

tte
n

tio
n

—

s
to

p
p

e
d

 p
u

llin
g

 h
e

r m
in

d
 a

w
a

y
—

it w
o

u
ld

 lik
e

ly m
a

k
e

 it w
o

rs
e

 ra
-

th
e

r th
a

n
 b

e
tte

r. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 to
 e

s
c
a

p
e

. T
h

a
t w

a
s
 a

ll th
e

re
 w

a
s
 to

 it. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 to
 

e
s
c
a

p
e

. H
a

d
 to

 fin
d

 a
 w

a
y. T

h
e

re
 h

a
d

 to
 b

e
 a

 w
a

y. N
o

 c
a

g
e

 w
a

s 

p
e

rfe
c
t. N

o
 o

n
e

 w
a

s
 p

e
rfe

c
t. T

h
e

re
 h

a
d

 to
 b

e
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 in
 M

a
lfo

y 

to
 e

xp
lo

it. S
h

e
 ju

s
t h

a
d

 to
 fin

d
 o

u
t w

h
a

t it w
a

s
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 to
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 to

. 

S
h

e
 
k

e
p

t 
re

p
e

a
tin

g
 
th

e
 
re

s
o

lu
tio

n
 
to

 
h

e
rs

e
lf 

e
ve

n
 

a
s
 
s
h

e
 

w
a

lk
e

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 le

a
n

e
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ta

b
le

. F
e

e
t a

p
a

rt. 

D
o

n
't th

in
k

 a
b

o
u

t it, s
h

e
 to

ld
 h

e
rs

e
lf. W

o
rs

e
 th

in
g

s
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
p

-

p
e

n
 if s

h
e

 le
t h

e
rs

e
lf th

in
k

 a
b

o
u

t it. 

"I'm
 g

o
in

g
 to

 e
s
c
a

p
e

," s
h

e
 p

ro
m

is
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf. "I'm

 g
o

in
g

 to
 g

o
 

s
o

m
e

w
h

e
re

 w
h

e
re

 p
e

o
p

le
 a

re
 k

in
d

 a
n

d
 w

a
rm

 a
n

d
 I a

m
 fre

e
." 

S
h

e
 s

q
u

e
e

ze
d

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 s

h
u

t a
n

d
 m

o
u

th
e

d
 th

e
 p

ro
m

is
e

 to
 h

e
r-

s
e

lf a
g

a
in

 a
n

d
 a

g
a

in
 u

n
til s

h
e

 h
e

a
rd

 th
e

 d
o

o
r c

lic
k

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 th

e
 d

a
ys

 o
f Ja

n
u

a
ry

 s
lip

 b
y
. 

M
a

lfo
y c

a
m

e
 fo

r five
 d

a
ys

. O
n

 th
e

 s
ix

th
 d

a
y, h

e
 a

rrive
d

 a
n

d
 

w
o

rd
le

s
s
ly in

s
p

e
c
te

d
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
. H

e
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 p

re
o

c
c
u

p
ie

d
. 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 le

ft to
 h

e
r o

w
n

 d
e

vic
e

s
. 

S
h

e
 fo

ld
e

d
 o

rig
a

m
i. S

h
e

 e
x
p

lo
re

d
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r. S

h
e

 e
xp

lo
re

d
 th

e
 

e
s
ta

te
. S

h
e

 re
a

d
 th

e
 n

e
w

s
p

a
p

e
r. 

R
e

p
o

rts
 o

n
 th

e
 w

a
r e

ffo
rts

 w
e

re
 g

e
ttin

g
 re

le
g

a
te

d
 to

 s
m

a
lle

r 

c
o

lu
m

n
s
. P

u
b

lic
 fa

s
c
in

a
tio

n
 w

ith
 th

e
 s

u
rro

g
a

te
s w

a
s
 s

lo
w

ly b
e

g
in

-

n
in

g
 to

 s
w

a
llo

w
 th

e
 s

o
c
ie

ty p
a

g
e

s
. T

h
e

y w
e

re
 a

p
p

e
a

rin
g

 m
o

re
 a

n
d

 

m
o

re
 fre

q
u

e
n

tly in
 p

u
b

lic
; tro

tte
d

 a
b

o
u

t, ta
k

e
n

 a
lo

n
g

 to
 th

e
 o

p
e

ra
; 

tre
a

te
d

 a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

y w
e

re
 e

xo
tic

 p
e

ts
. P

ic
tu

re
s
 o

f th
e

ir b
o

n
n

e
te

d
 

fig
u

re
s
 w

e
re

 b
e

in
g

 fe
a

tu
re

d
 a

lo
n

g
 w

ith
 a

g
g

re
ss

ive
 g

o
s
s
ip

in
g

; w
a

s
 

it s
w

e
llin

g
 o

r m
e

re
ly th

e
 fit o

f th
e

ir ro
b

e
s
?

 U
n

n
a

m
e

d
 s

o
u

rc
e

s
 s

a
id

 

s
u

g
g

e
stive

 th
in

g
s
 lik

e
 'th

e
re

's
 a

 c
h

a
n

c
e

 th
e

 F
lin

ts
 w

ill b
e

 a
d

d
in

g
 a

 

n
a

m
e

 to
 th

e
 fa

m
ily

 ta
p

e
stry

 b
y th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 ye

a
r.' 

H
e

a
le

r 
S

tro
u

d
 

w
a

s
 

tig
h

t-lip
p

e
d

 
w

ith
 

re
p

o
rte

rs
 

w
h

ic
h

 
o

n
ly 

s
e

rve
d

 a
s
 fu

e
l fo

r fu
rth

e
r s

p
e

c
u

la
tio

n
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 p

a
n

ic
 a

tta
c
k

s
 a

lm
o

s
t s

e
e

m
e

d
 a

 th
in

g
 o

f th
e

 p
a

s
t. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 m
e

a
s
u

re
d

 o
u

t h
e

r lim
ita

tio
n

s
 a

n
d

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 e

x
c
e

e
d

 

th
e

m
. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 re
m

a
in

e
d

 fo
c
u

s
e

d
 a

n
d

 o
c
c
u

p
ie

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf w

ith
 s

tu
d

-

yin
g

 p
o

rtra
its

 a
n

d
 e

x
p

lo
rin

g
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r a

n
d

 th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 

a
b

le
 to

 s
ta

y c
a

lm
; w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 th

in
k

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 w
a

r a
n

d
 

h
o

w
 e

ve
ryo

n
e

 w
a

s
 d

e
a

d
. 

164  M
anacled 

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 e

y
e

s
 d

a
rte

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 h

is
 fa

c
e

, re
c
o

g
n

izin
g

 th
e

 te
n

-

s
io

n
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
is

 e
y
e

s
, th

e
 s

c
a

rle
t tip

p
in

g
 h

is
 e

a
rs

 w
h

ile
 h

is
 fa

c
e

 

g
re

w
 s

o
 p

a
le

 h
is

 fre
c
k

le
s
 s

to
o

d
 o

u
t lik

e
 d

ro
p

s
 o

f b
lo

o
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 h

is
 

fa
c
e

. If s
h

e
 p

u
s
h

e
d

 h
e

'd
 e

x
p

lo
d

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

e
r h

e
a

rt s
in

k
. 

"R
ig

h
t. W

e
ll, I'll le

a
v
e

 y
o

u
 to

 re
v
ie

w
," s

h
e

 s
a

id
 tu

rn
in

g
 to

 le
a

v
e

. 

   H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
g

a
in

e
d

 c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
n

e
s
s
 a

n
d

 d
a

ze
d

ly fo
u

n
d

 s
o

m
e

-

o
n

e
 le

a
n

in
g

 o
ve

r h
e

r, tiltin
g

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 b
a

c
k

. T
h

e
 rig

h
t s

id
e

 o
f h

e
r 

fa
c
e

 a
n

d
 b

o
d

y w
e

re
 rig

id
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't m

o
ve

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 a
n

d
 h

e
r 

to
n

g
u

e
 h

u
rt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 it h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 b

itte
n

 re
p

e
a

te
d

ly. 

S
h

e
 je

rk
e

d
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 th

e
 h

a
n

d
s
 u

p
o

n
 h

e
r a

n
d

 th
e

 p
e

rs
o

n
, a

 

m
a

n
, s

to
p

p
e

d
 to

u
c
h

in
g

 h
e

r. H
e

 s
te

p
p

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 e
yin

g
 h

e
r c

a
re

fu
lly. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
im

 in
 c

o
n

fu
s
io

n
. H

e
 w

a
s
 p

a
le

 a
n

d
 b

lo
n

d
 a

n
d

 h
is 

fa
c
e

, w
h

ic
h

 h
a

d
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 e

xp
re

s
s
ive

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
'd

 firs
t o

p
e

n
e

d
 h

e
r 

e
ye

s
, w

a
s
 c

a
re

fu
lly b

la
n

k
. 

"Y
o

u
 h

a
d

 a
 s

e
izu

re
," h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 c
a

lm
 vo

ic
e

. "A
p

p
a

re
n

tly fe
r-

tility p
o

tio
n

s
 a

n
d

 le
g

ilim
e

n
c
y
 d

o
n

't m
ix." 

H
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t a
 w

a
n

d
 in

 h
is

 h
a

n
d

. "C
a

n
 yo

u
 s

p
e

a
k

?
 Y

o
u

 

w
e

re
 s

c
re

a
m

in
g

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

in
u

te
s
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fo
u

g
h

t to
 s

w
a

llo
w

. H
e

r th
ro

a
t fe

lt ra
w

, a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 

s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
 w

e
re

 a
 g

ro
s
s
 u

n
d

e
rs

ta
te

m
e

n
t. S

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 o

p
e

n
 

h
e

r m
o

u
th

 a
n

d
 fo

u
n

d
 th

a
t th

e
 m

u
s
c
le

s
 in

 th
e

 rig
h

t s
id

e
 o

f h
e

r ja
w

 

w
e

re
 so

 tig
h

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 b

a
re

ly p
a

rt h
e

r te
e

th
. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt e
xh

a
u

s
te

d
. S

h
e

 fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
'd

 b
e

e
n

 e
le

c
tro

-

c
u

te
d

; h
e

r m
u

s
c
le

s
 a

n
d

 te
n

d
o

n
s
 fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

y'd
 b

e
e

n
 p

u
lle

d
 

ta
u

t u
n

til th
e

y'd
 b

e
e

n
 a

b
o

u
t to

 s
n

a
p

. W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 b
re

a
th

e
 

th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 lo
w

, g
a

s
p

in
g

 s
o

u
n

d
 th

a
t e

m
e

rg
e

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 b

a
c
k

 o
f h

e
r 

th
ro

a
t. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 re
m

e
m

b
e

r w
h

a
t h

a
d

 h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

. S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 s
it 

u
p

, b
u

t h
e

r b
o

d
y w

a
s
 u

n
c
o

o
p

e
ra

tive
. S

h
e

 b
u

rs
t in

to
 te

a
rs

. 

"W
h

o
 a

re
 yo

u
?

" s
h

e
 s

lu
rre

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r te
e

th
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 fin
a

lly 

s
to

p
p

e
d

 s
o

b
b

in
g

. S
h

e
 sta

re
d

 u
p

 a
t th

e
 m

a
n

 s
ta

n
d

in
g

 b
e

s
id

e
 h

e
r. 

A
 m

yria
d

 o
f e

m
o

tio
n

s
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly

 flic
k

e
re

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 h

is
 fa

c
e

. H
e

 

o
p

e
n

e
d

 h
is

 m
o

u
th

, th
e

n
 s

h
u

t it firm
ly

 a
n

d
 h

e
sita

te
d

. 

"I'm
 in

 c
h

a
rg

e
 o

f yo
u

r c
a

re
," h

e
 fin

a
lly s

a
id

, h
is

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 

b
la

n
k

 o
n

c
e

 m
o

re
. H

e
 p

u
lle

d
 a

 s
m

a
ll b

o
ttle

 s
e

e
m

in
g

ly o
u

t o
f n

o
-

w
h

e
re

. "Y
o

u
 s

h
o

u
ld

 ta
k

e
 th

is
. Y

o
u

'll p
ro

b
a

b
ly b

e
 a

b
le

 to
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r 

w
h

a
t h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 w

h
e

n
 yo

u
 w

a
k

e
 n

e
x
t." 



   

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

ta
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t th
e

 s
q

u
a

re
 o

f p
a

p
e

r s
h

e
 w

a
s
 h

o
ld

in
g

 

in
 b

e
w

ild
e

rm
e

n
t. 

S
h

e
 fu

rro
w

e
d

 h
e

r e
ye

b
ro

w
s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 fo
ld

e
d

 it in
 h

a
lf, a

n
d

 

th
e

n
 s

to
p

p
e

d
, fe

e
lin

g
 a

t a
 lo

s
s
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't re
m

e
m

b
e

r h
o

w
 to

 fo
ld

 a
n

 o
rig

a
m

i c
ra

n
e

. 

S
h

e
'd

 fo
ld

e
d

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 a
 th

o
u

s
a

n
d

 o
f th

e
m

. L
a

rg
e

 a
n

d
 s

m
a

ll. 

D
a

y a
fte

r d
a

y
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 d

is
tin

c
t m

e
m

o
rie

s
 o

f fo
ld

in
g

 th
e

m
. 

B
u

t s
o

m
e

h
o

w
—

 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't re
m

e
m

b
e

r h
o

w
 to

 d
o

 it a
n

ym
o

re
. S

h
e

'd
 k

e
p

t try-

in
g

 to
, e

a
c
h

 m
o

rn
in

g
 a

fte
r s

h
e

 re
a

d
 th

e
 n

e
w

s
p

a
p

e
r, b

u
t s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 

s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't fig
u

re
 o

u
t h

o
w

 to
 m

a
k

e
 th

e
m

 a
n

ym
o

re
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't re
m

e
m

b
e

r th
e

 o
rd

e
r o

f th
e

 fo
ld

s
. W

a
s
 it a

 d
ia

g
o

-

n
a

l fo
ld

 firs
t?

 M
a

yb
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 to

 fo
ld

 it in
 h

a
lf a

n
d

 th
e

n
 

a
g

a
in

?
 S

h
e

 trie
d

 b
o

th
 w

a
ys

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't re
m

e
m

b
e

r. T
h

e
 k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 w

a
s
—

g
o

n
e

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

n
e

 o
f h

e
r p

re
vio

u
s
ly fo

ld
e

d
 c

ra
n

e
s
 to

 lo
o

k
 o

ve
r in

 

o
rd

e
r to

 re
ve

rs
e

 e
n

g
in

e
e

r th
e

 p
ro

c
e

ss
. T

h
e

 e
lv

e
s
 a

lw
a

y
s
 b

a
n

is
h

e
d

 

th
e

m
 a

ll b
y th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 d

a
y. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ig

h
e

d
 to

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
n

d
 s

e
t th

e
 p

a
p

e
r a

s
id

e
. 

It m
u

s
t h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 lo
s
t d

u
rin

g
 h

e
r s

e
izu

re
. P

e
rh

a
p

s
 th

e
re

 h
a

d
 

b
e

e
n

 b
ra

in
 d

a
m

a
g

e
. 

T
h

e
 
m

e
m

o
ry

—
th

e
 
k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
—

h
a

d
 
va

n
is

h
e

d
 
fro

m
 w

h
e

re
ve

r 

s
h

e
'd

 k
e

p
t it. L

ik
e

 it h
a

d
 n

e
ve

r e
xis

te
d

. E
xc

e
p

t s
h

e
 k

n
e

w
 it h

a
d

. S
h

e
 

re
m

e
m

b
e

re
d

, d
is

tin
c
tly, o

f b
e

in
g

 a
b

le
 to

 fo
ld

 th
e

m
. 

N
o

 m
a

tte
r. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't e
ve

n
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
y s

h
e

 fo
ld

e
d

 c
ra

n
e

s
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't re

-

m
e

m
b

e
r w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

'd
 le

a
rn

e
d

 it. M
a

yb
e

 in
 p

rim
a

ry s
c
h

o
o

l... 

S
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 o

n
 h

e
r c

lo
a

k
 a

n
d

 h
e

a
d

e
d

 o
u

ts
id

e
. 

H
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 S

h
e

 s
e

t th
e

 n
e

w
sp

a
p

e
r a

s
id

e
. "T

h
e

 m
a

g
ic

 is
 s

till h
ig

h
ly p

o
te

n
t 

o
f c

o
u

rs
e

. H
e

's
 s

till o
n

e
 o

f th
e

 m
o

s
t p

o
w

e
rfu

l w
iza

rd
s
 in

 th
e

 w
o

rld
. 

B
u

t p
h

y
s
ic

a
lly h

e
's

 d
e

te
rio

ra
tin

g
. E

ve
n

 a
ll th

a
t u

n
ic

o
rn

 b
lo

o
d

 h
e

's
 

im
b

ib
in

g
 a

n
d

 b
a

th
in

g
 in

 c
a

n
't s

u
ffic

ie
n

tly
 m

a
n

a
g

e
 th

e
 s

y
m

p
to

m
s
. 

L
y
in

g
 in

 a
 to

rp
o

r u
n

d
e

r a
 n

e
s
t o

f s
n

a
k

e
s is

 ju
s
t d

e
la

yin
g

 th
e

 in
e

vi-

ta
b

le
. E

ve
n

 if h
e

's
 im

m
o

rta
l, h

e
'll b

e
 little

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 a
 s

h
a

d
e

 s
o

o
n

. 

H
e

'll fa
d

e
 in

to
 e

th
e

r. W
ith

 H
a

rry d
e

a
d

, h
e

 h
a

s
 n

o
 w

a
y to

 re
b

irth
 h

im
-

s
e

lf a
g

a
in

. If a
ll h

is
 h

o
rc

ru
xe

s
 h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

 d
e

s
tro

ye
d

—
h

e
'll ju

s
t—

c
e

a
s
e

 to
 e

xis
t." 

M
a

lfo
y lo

o
k

e
d

 a
t h

e
r s

h
a

rp
ly a

n
d

 s
h

e
 m

e
t h

is
 e

ye
s
. 

"T
h

e
 te

th
e

rs
, th

e
y're

 c
a

lle
d

 h
o

rc
ru

xe
s
 a

re
n

't th
e

y?
" s

h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

. 

H
e

 n
o

d
d

e
d

 s
lo

w
ly. 

"N
e

w
 m

e
m

o
ry

?
" h

e
 s

a
id

. 

S
h

e
 n

o
d

d
e

d
. 

"D
u

rin
g

 th
e

 s
e

izu
re

," s
h

e
 s

a
id

, le
a

n
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 in
 h

e
r c

h
a

ir. "T
h

e
 

O
rd

e
r w

a
s
 h

u
n

tin
g

 th
e

m
. R

o
n

 a
n

d
 H

a
rry

 w
e

re
 a

s
s
ig

n
e

d
 to

." 

"A
n

yth
in

g
 e

ls
e

?
" h

e
 sa

id
, h

is
 vo

ic
e

 lo
w

 a
n

d
 d

a
n

g
e

ro
u

s
. 

"R
o

n
 w

a
s
 u

p
s
e

t a
b

o
u

t th
e

 c
a

s
u

a
lty ra

te
s
. W

e
 w

e
re

 s
ta

rvin
g

. I 

d
o

u
b

t it's
 a

n
y
th

in
g

 yo
u

 d
o

n
't a

lre
a

d
y k

n
o

w
," s

h
e

 sa
id

 q
u

ie
tly

. 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 a
t h

im
 s

te
a

d
ily, e

xp
e

c
tin

g
 h

im
 to

 im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly 

m
o

ve
 to

 in
va

d
e

 h
e

r m
in

d
. T

o
 ve

rify it. H
e

 ju
s
t s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 a
w

a
y. A

fte
r a

 m
in

u
te

 s
h

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 u
p

, h
e

si-

ta
tin

g
. 

H
e

 n
o

tic
e

d
 h

e
r a

tte
n

tio
n

 a
n

d
 in

c
lin

e
d

 h
is

 h
e

a
d

, a
rc

h
in

g
 a

n
 e

ye
-

b
ro

w
. "K

in
g

s
le

y 
S

h
a

c
k

le
b

o
lt..." 

s
h

e
 
s
a

id
. 

"H
a

n
n

a
h

 
d

id
n

't 
m

e
n

tio
n

 

h
im

. E
ve

ryo
n

e
 k

e
e

p
s
 s

a
yin

g
 th

a
t I'm

 a
ll th

a
t's

 le
ft o

f th
e

 O
rd

e
r, b

u
t 

I d
o

n
't re

m
e

m
b

e
r—

" 

"H
e

 d
ie

d
 a

 fe
w

 m
o

n
th

s
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 fin

a
l b

a
ttle

," M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

, 

lo
o

k
in

g
 a

w
a

y fro
m

 h
e

r. H
is

 ja
w

 ro
lle

d
 s

lig
h

tly. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 k

n
o

w
n

—
b

u
t s

h
e

 s
till fe

lt a
 s

h
a

rp
 a

c
h

e
 in

 h
e

r 

c
h

e
s
t w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 h
e

a
rd

 th
e

 c
o

n
firm

a
tio

n
. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt s
u

re
 s

h
e

 a
lre

a
d

y k
n

e
w

 th
e

 a
n

s
w

e
r to

 h
e

r n
e

xt q
u

e
s
-

tio
n

 to
o

. 

"W
e

re
 yo

u
 th

e
 o

n
e

 w
h

o
—

?
" 

H
e

 m
e

t h
e

r e
ye

s
 a

n
d

 n
o

d
d

e
d

. "H
e

 w
a

s
 in

 m
y w

a
y." 
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 T
h

e
 e

s
ta

te
 w

a
s
 d

re
a

ry a
n

d
 m

u
d

d
y
. W

in
te

r w
a

s
 g

ivin
g

 its
 la

s
t 

g
a

s
p

s
 b

e
fo

re
 s

p
rin

g
. T

h
e

 w
in

d
o

w
s
 w

e
re

 o
c
c
a

s
io

n
a

lly tin
g

e
d

 w
ith

 

fro
s
t in

 th
e

 m
o

rn
in

g
, b

u
t th

e
 d

a
ys

 w
a

rm
e

d
 a

n
d

 it ra
in

e
d

 in
 s

h
e

e
ts

 

fo
r d

a
ys

 a
t a

 tim
e

. 

T
h

e
 ra

in
 w

a
s
 o

n
ly c

o
m

in
g

 d
o

w
n

 lig
h

tly s
o

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 ve
n

tu
re

d
 

fo
rth

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 g
o

tte
n

 to
 th

e
 p

o
in

t th
a

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 tra

v
e

rs
e

 m
o

s
t o

f 

th
e

 g
a

rd
e

n
s
 s

u
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r; a

s
 lo

n
g

 a
s
 it w

a
s
n

't to
o

 o
p

e
n

. 

O
p

e
n

 s
p

a
c
e

s
 s

h
e

 still c
o

u
ld

n
't h

a
n

d
le

. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 o

c
c
a

s
io

n
a

lly
 trie

d
 to

 fo
rc

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf p

a
s
t th

e
 h

e
d

g
e

s
 

a
n

d
 in

to
 th

e
 o

p
e

n
, ro

llin
g

 h
ills

, s
h

e
 fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 w

e
re

 

d
is

s
e

c
tin

g
 h

e
r; s

lic
in

g
 h

e
r n

e
rve

s o
u

t o
f h

e
r b

o
d

y a
n

d
 la

yin
g

 th
e

m
 

o
u

t in
 c

o
ld

 a
n

d
 th

e
 w

in
d

. H
e

r m
in

d
 w

o
u

ld
 ju

s
t fo

ld
 in

 o
n

 its
e

lf a
n

d
 

le
a

ve
 h

e
r a

lo
n

e
 in

 a
 s

ta
te

 o
f s

ta
rk

 te
rro

r. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't—
c
o

u
ld

n
't m

a
n

a
g

e
. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 if s
h

e
'd

 e
ve

r b
e

 a
b

le
 to

 h
a

n
d

le
 it. W

h
e

th
e

r s
h

e
'd

 

e
ve

r re
c
o

ve
r fro

m
 th

e
 a

g
o

ra
p

h
o

b
ia

. T
h

e
 fe

a
r fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 it h
a

d
 

ro
o

te
d

 its
e

lf d
e

e
p

ly, tw
in

in
g

 in
s
id

e
 a

n
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r; fro

m
 h

e
r b

ra
in

 

a
n

d
 d

o
w

n
 h

e
r th

ro
a

t, w
ra

p
p

in
g

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
r lu

n
g

s
 a

n
d

 o
rg

a
n

s
 lik

e
 

a
n

 in
va

s
ive

 vin
e

; w
a

itin
g

 to
 s

tra
n

g
le

 h
e

r to
 d

e
a

th
. 

O
n

 th
e

 d
a

ys
 it w

a
s
n

't p
o

u
rin

g
 ra

in
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

p
e

n
t m

o
s
t o

f h
e

r 

tim
e

 w
a

n
d

e
rin

g
 th

e
 e

s
ta

te
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 re
tu

rn
 in

s
id

e
 c

a
k

e
d

 w
ith

 

m
u

d
 a

n
d

 h
a

v
e

 n
o

 c
h

o
ic

e
 b

u
t to

 tra
il it in

s
id

e
 a

n
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 h

a
lls

. 

W
iza

rd
in

g
 h

o
m

e
s
 h

a
d

 n
o

 tra
d

itio
n

s
 o

f k
e

e
p

in
g

 d
o

o
r m

a
ts

 o
r b

o
o

t-

s
c
ra

p
e

rs
 w

h
e

n
 a

 q
u

ic
k

 s
c
o

u
rg

ify c
o

u
ld

 b
a

n
is

h
 m

o
s
t m

u
d

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

m
u

tte
re

d
 in

te
rn

a
l a

p
o

lo
g

ie
s
 to

 th
e

 h
o

u
s
e

-e
lve

s
 e

a
c
h

 d
a

y. 

H
e

r d
a

ys
 h

a
d

 s
u

n
k

 in
to

 a
 s

o
rt o

f d
re

a
d

e
d

 m
o

n
o

to
n

y. 

S
h

e
 w

o
k

e
 u

p
 a

n
d

 h
a

d
 b

re
a

k
fa

s
t. S

h
e

 re
a

d
 th

e
 n

e
w

s
p

a
p

e
r re

-

p
e

a
te

d
ly. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 fo

ld
e

d
 o

rig
a

m
i. S

h
e

 a
te

 lu
n

c
h

. W
h

e
n

 it w
a

s
n

't 

p
o

u
rin

g
 o

u
ts

id
e

 s
h

e
 w

e
n

t a
n

d
 e

xp
lo

re
d

 th
e

 e
s
ta

te
 fo

r h
o

u
rs

 u
p

o
n

 

h
o

u
rs

. If th
e

 ra
in

 w
a

s
 to

o
 h

e
a

v
y s

h
e

 o
n

ly w
e

n
t o

u
t b

rie
fly a

n
d

 th
e

n
 

e
xe

rc
is

e
d

 in
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 u
n

til s
h

e
 w

a
s
 re

a
d

y
 to

 c
o

lla
p

s
e

. S
h

e
 s

h
o

w
-

e
re

d
. S

h
e

 e
xp

lo
re

d
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r. S

h
e

 a
te

 d
in

n
e

r. S
o

m
e

tim
e

s
 M

a
lfo

y 

c
a

m
e

 a
n

d
 p

e
rfo

rm
e

d
 le

g
ilim

e
n

c
y
 o

n
 h

e
r. S

o
m

e
tim

e
s
 h

e
 c

a
m

e
 a

n
d

 

fu
c
k

e
d

 h
e

r in
d

iffe
re

n
tly o

ve
r a

 ta
b

le
. S

h
e

 w
e

n
t to

 b
e

d
. S

h
e

 w
o

k
e

 

u
p

 a
n

d
 re

p
e

a
te

d
 th

e
 ro

u
tin

e
. 

D
a

y a
fte

r d
a

y
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 m
o

re
 n

o
ve

l th
a

n
 th

e
 n

e
w

s
. 

S
h

e
 n

e
ve

r s
p

o
k

e
 to

 a
n

yo
n

e
 b

u
t M

a
lfo

y a
n

d
 S

tro
u

d
. 

K
n

o
w

in
g

 th
e

 b
re

e
d

in
g

 p
ro

g
ra

m
 w

a
s
 a

ll a
 ru

s
e

 d
id

n
't c

h
a

n
g

e
 

a
n

yth
in

g
. K

n
o

w
in

g
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

a
s
 d

yin
g

, th
a

t h
e

 h
a

d
 h

o
rc

ru
xe

s, 

d
id

n
't c

h
a

n
g

e
 a

n
yth

in
g

. 

N
o

t fo
r h

e
r. 
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 M

a
lfo

y w
a

s
 
s
till s

p
e

n
d

in
g

 
a

ll 
h

is
 tim

e
 tryin

g
 to

 h
u

n
t 

d
o

w
n

 

w
h

o
m

e
ve

r it w
a

s
 th

a
t h

a
d

 d
e

stro
ye

d
 th

e
 lo

c
k

e
t. W

h
e

n
 h

e
 c

a
m

e
 to

 

in
s
p

e
c
t h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
 h

e
 h

a
d

 lo
o

k
e

d
 vis

ib
ly g

ro
u

n
d

 d
o

w
n

. H
e

 o
n

ly 

e
xp

lo
re

d
 h

e
r m

in
d

 b
rie

fly, a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 a

fra
id

 o
f d

a
m

a
g

in
g

 

h
e

r a
n

d
 c

a
u

s
in

g
 a

n
o

th
e

r s
e

izu
re

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
e

g
a

n
 to

 s
u

s
p

e
c
t th

a
t V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt c

ru
c
io

'd
 h

im
 re

g
u

-

la
rly; e

ve
ry tim

e
 M

a
lfo

y
 re

p
o

rte
d

 th
a

t h
e

 s
till h

a
d

n
't c

a
u

g
h

t th
e

 c
u

l-

p
rit. H

e
 w

a
s
n

't, s
h

e
 re

a
lis

e
d

, re
tu

rn
in

g
 to

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r lo
o

k
in

g
 p

a
le

 

w
ith

 fu
ry; h

e
 w

a
s
 p

a
le

 fro
m

 th
e

 p
h

y
s
ic

a
l s

h
o

c
k

 c
a

u
s
e

d
 b

y
 to

rtu
re

. 

In
 fa

c
t, h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 lik
e

 h
e

 w
a

s
 b

e
in

g
 to

rtu
re

d
 d

a
ily. T

h
e

 s
ym

p
to

m
s
 

s
h

o
w

e
d

 m
o

re
 d

is
tin

c
tly e

a
c
h

 tim
e

 s
h

e
 c

a
u

g
h

t s
ig

h
t o

f h
im

. H
e

 

s
e

e
m

e
d

 vis
ib

ly e
ro

d
e

d
; a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 o

n
 th

e
 ve

rg
e

 o
f a

 b
re

a
k

-

d
o

w
n

. 

C
ru

c
io

 d
id

 th
a

t to
 a

 p
e

rs
o

n
. W

h
e

n
 u

s
e

d
 to

o
 fre

q
u

e
n

tly, e
ve

n
 if 

it d
id

n
't d

rive
 a

 p
e

rs
o

n
 in

s
a

n
e

, its
 e

ffe
c
ts

 c
o

u
ld

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 lo
n

g
-te

rm
. 

H
is

 h
a

n
d

s
 tw

itc
h

e
d

 th
e

 w
a

y
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 s
till s

o
m

e
tim

e
s
 d

id
. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 if h
e

 w
a

s
 g

e
ttin

g
 th

e
ra

p
y
 fo

r th
e

 to
rtu

re
. W

h
e

th
e

r h
e

 

h
a

d
 tim

e
 to

. 

S
u

re
ly h

e
 w

o
u

ld
; h

e
'd

 g
o

tte
n

 h
e

r tre
a

te
d

 a
fte

r h
e

r s
e

izu
re

. H
e

 

w
o

u
ld

 p
ro

b
a

b
ly u

s
e

 th
e

 s
a

m
e

 h
e

a
le

r. H
e

 h
a

d
 to

 h
a

v
e

 o
n

e
. H

e
'd

 

lik
e

ly p
u

t a
 h

e
a

le
r o

n
 re

ta
in

e
r d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 w

a
r. H

e
 w

a
s
n

't th
e

 typ
e

 to
 

g
o

 s
it in

 S
t. M

u
n

g
o

's
 w

a
itin

g
 ro

o
m

. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 n

o
t to

 n
o

tic
e

 th
e

 s
y
m

p
to

m
s
; th

e
 p

a
llo

r, th
e

 o
c
c
a

-

s
io

n
a

l s
p

a
s
m

s
 in

 h
is

 
fin

g
e

rs
, 

th
e

 d
ila

tio
n

 o
f h

is
 p

u
p

ils
. S

h
e

 re
-

m
in

d
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s
 tryin

g
 to

 h
u

n
t d

o
w

n
 th

e
 la

s
t o

f th
e

 O
r-

d
e

r; e
ve

ry tim
e

 h
e

 c
a

m
e

 b
a

c
k

 to
rtu

re
d

 it w
a

s
 a

 s
ig

n
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 

fa
ile

d
 a

n
d

 th
e

 O
rd

e
r s

u
rvive

d
. 

B
u

t it b
o

th
e

re
d

 h
e

r, a
s
 a

 h
e

a
le

r. T
h

e
 d

e
te

rio
ra

tio
n

; s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't 

s
to

p
 h

e
rs

e
lf fro

m
 n

o
tic

in
g

 it a
n

d
 g

n
a

w
e

d
 in

e
xp

lic
a

b
ly a

t h
e

r c
o

n
-

s
c
ie

n
c
e

. 

S
h

e
 ig

n
o

re
d

 it. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt w
a

s
 d

yin
g

. V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt w
a

s
 d

yin
g

 a
n

d
 M

a
lfo

y k
n

e
w

 

a
n

d
 h

e
 h

a
d

 re
s
p

o
n

d
e

d
 b

y c
lim

b
in

g
 th

e
 ra

n
k

s
, a

n
d

 w
ip

in
g

 o
u

t th
e

 

O
rd

e
r. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 w
h

y h
e

 w
a

s
 s

o
 s

la
vis

h
ly

 o
b

e
d

ie
n

t e
ve

n
 in

 

th
e

 fa
c
e

 o
f h

a
vin

g
 h

e
r a

s
 th

e
 m

o
th

e
r o

f h
is

 fu
tu

re
 c

h
ild

re
n

, n
o

w
 s

h
e

 

k
n

e
w

 w
h

y. O
f c

o
u

rs
e

 h
e

'd
 b

e
 w

illin
g

 to
 d

o
 a

n
yth

in
g

 to
 s

ta
y in

 V
o

ld
e

-

m
o

rt's
 g

o
o

d
 g

ra
c
e

s
. 

R
o

n
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 rig
h

t. M
a

lfo
y
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 re

g
a

rd
e

d
 h

im
s
e

lf a
s
 th

e
 

s
u

c
c
e

s
s
o

r. H
o

w
 c

o
u

ld
 h

e
 n

o
t?

 T
h

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

. T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
's

 

'H
a

n
d

 o
f D

e
a

th
.' W

h
e

n
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt fin

a
lly fa

d
e

d
, w

h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 d
a

re
 

d
is

p
u

te
 th

a
t M

a
lfo

y w
a

s
 n

e
xt in

 lin
e

?
 T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 n

o
 o

th
e

r D
e

a
th

 

E
a

te
r w

h
o

 c
o

u
ld

 c
o

m
p

a
re

. 
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 S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 if h
e

'd
 w

o
rn

 th
a

t o
u

tfit w
h

e
n

 h
e

'd
 k

ille
d

 G
in

n
y, 

M
in

e
rva

 M
c
G

o
n

a
g

a
ll, A

la
s
to

r M
o

o
d

y, N
e

ville
, D

e
a

n
, S

e
a

m
u

s
, P

ro
-

fe
s
s
o

r 
S

p
ro

u
t, 

M
a

d
a

m
 

P
o

m
fre

y, 
P

ro
fe

s
s
o

r 
F
litw

ic
k

, 
a

n
d

 
O

live
r 

W
o

o
d

. H
e

 p
ro

b
a

b
ly a

lw
a

ys
 h

a
d

 it o
n

 u
n

d
e

r h
is

 D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
r ro

b
e

s
. 

Iro
n

b
e

lly h
id

e
 w

a
s
 h

ig
h

ly re
sis

ta
n

t to
 m

a
g

ic
 a

n
d

 a
lm

o
s
t im

-

p
e

n
e

tra
b

le
 to

 p
h

y
s
ic

a
l a

tta
c
k

s
. In

 a
 d

u
e

l, u
n

le
s
s
 th

e
 a

tta
c
k

e
r c

o
u

ld
 

la
n

d
 a

 h
e

a
d

s
h

o
t o

r u
s
e

d
 a

 k
illin

g
 c

u
rs

e
, M

a
lfo

y
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 d

iffic
u

lt 

to
 b

e
a

t. S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 w

ith
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s b
lo

c
k

in
g

 th
e

ir m
a

g
ic

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 

n
o

 c
h

a
n

c
e

 a
g

a
in

s
t h

im
 a

t a
ll. 

T
h

e
n

 a
g

a
in

, w
h

e
n

 h
a

d
 S

lyth
e

rin
s
 e

ve
r c

a
re

d
 a

b
o

u
t fig

h
tin

g
 

fa
ir?

 H
is

 e
ye

s
 m

e
t h

e
rs

 fro
m

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 h

e
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 h
e

r 

c
a

re
fu

lly. 

S
h

e
 c

ro
s
s
e

d
 h

e
r a

rm
s
 p

ro
te

c
tive

ly a
c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r c

h
e

s
t. 

"R
e

m
e

m
b

e
r m

e
 n

o
w

?
" h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

. 

"T
o

 m
y p

ro
fo

u
n

d
 d

is
m

a
y
," s

h
e

 s
a

id
 g

la
n

c
in

g
 a

w
a

y fro
m

 h
im

. 

H
e

 a
p

p
ro

a
c
h

e
d

 s
lo

w
ly

. 

"I in
fo

rm
e

d
 S

tro
u

d
 a

b
o

u
t w

h
a

t h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

. A
p

p
a

re
n

tly s
h

e
 d

id
-

n
't b

o
th

e
r to

 ve
rify th

a
t fe

rtility
 p

o
tio

n
 w

o
u

ld
n

't in
te

ra
c
t n

e
g

a
tive

ly 

w
ith

 a
 le

g
ilim

e
n

c
y
 s

e
s
s
io

n
," h

e
 s

a
id

 w
ith

 a
 fa

in
t s

n
e

e
r. 

"I d
o

u
b

t th
e

 c
o

m
b

in
a

tio
n

 is
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 re
g

u
la

rly
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 b
y p

o
-

tio
n
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a

s
te

rs
," H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 d
ry

 vo
ic

e
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

 a
n

d
 M

a
lfo

y p
u

lle
d

 a
 n

e
w

sp
a

p
e

r o
u

t o
f th

in
 

a
ir a

n
d

 h
a

n
d

e
d

 it to
 h

e
r. S

h
e

 p
lu

c
k

e
d

 it fro
m

 h
is

 fin
g

e
rs

 w
ith

 a
 c

u
-

rio
u

s
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
. 

"Y
o

u
've

 c
le

a
rly b

e
e

n
 p

u
ttin

g
 y

o
u

r re
a

d
in

g
 to

 g
o

o
d

 u
s
e

," h
e

 s
a

id
 

a
s
 s

h
e

 u
n

fo
ld

e
d

 it. 

"P
e

a
c
e

 T
a

lk
s
 in

 S
c
a

n
d

in
a

via
!" a

n
n

o
u

n
c
e

d
 th

e
 fro

n
t p

a
g

e
. 

S
h

e
 s

m
ile

d
 to

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
s
 s

h
e

 s
k

im
m

e
d

 th
e

 a
rtic

le
. 

"H
o

w
 d

id
 yo

u
 g

u
e

ss
?

" h
e

 s
a

id
 a

fte
r a

 m
in

u
te

 o
f sile

n
c
e

. 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 fro
m

 th
e

 n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
r. 

"A
b

o
u

t th
is

?
" s

h
e

 s
a

id
, w

id
e

n
in

g
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 in

n
o

c
e

n
tly a

n
d

 in
d

i-

c
a

tin
g

 th
e

 a
rtic

le
. 

H
e

 ro
lle

d
 h

is
 e

y
e

s
. 

"N
o

." 

T
h

e
 c

o
rn

e
r o

f h
e

r m
o

u
th

 q
u

irk
e

d
. 

"I'm
 a

 h
e

a
le

r," s
h

e
 s

a
id

, th
e

n
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r w
ris

ts
. "O

r 

I w
a

s
, a

t le
a

s
t. I s

p
e

c
ia

lis
e

d
 in

 h
e

a
lin

g
 d

a
rk

 m
a

g
ic

. I k
n

o
w

 th
e

 s
ig

n
s
 

o
f m

a
g

ic
a

l c
o

rro
s
io

n
. T

o
o

 m
u

c
h

 o
f c

e
rta

in
 k

in
d

s
 o

f d
a

rk
 m

a
g

ic
 a

n
d

 

it tu
rn

s
 to

 p
o

is
o

n
 in

 th
e

 b
o

d
y. T

h
e

 b
o

d
y a

n
d

 th
e

 m
a

g
ic

 try to
 a

s
s
im

-

ila
te

 it. O
n

c
e

 th
e

re
's

 d
a

rk
 m

a
g

ic
 a

t a
 c

e
llu

la
r le

ve
l, th

e
re

's
 n

o
 g

o
in

g
 

b
a

c
k

. T
h

e
 m

a
g

ic
 e

a
ts

 th
e

 b
o

d
y fro

m
 th

e
 in

s
id

e
 o

u
t." 
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 In

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
 o

f h
e

rs
e

lf, s
h

e
'd

 b
e

e
n

 g
a

u
n

t fro
m

 s
tre

s
s
 a

n
d

 

m
a

ln
u

tritio
n

. P
a

le
 fro

m
 s

ta
y
in

g
 in

s
id

e
 h

e
a

lin
g

 
a

n
d

 b
re

w
in

g
 
p

o
-

tio
n

s
. H

e
r s

k
in

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 p

a
llid

. H
e

r u
n

m
a

n
a

g
e

a
b

le
 h

a
ir a

lw
a

ys
 

c
a

re
fu

lly re
stra

in
e

d
 in

 tig
h

t b
ra

id
s
 th

a
t s

h
e

'd
 k

e
p

t c
o

ile
d

 a
t th

e
 

b
a

c
k

 o
f h

e
r h

e
a

d
. B

o
n

y a
n

d
 th

in
-lim

b
e

d
. H

e
r e

ye
s
, la

rg
e

 a
n

d
 d

a
rk

, 

b
u

t w
ith

 fire
 in

 th
e

m
. 

N
o

w
... 

H
e

r fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 n

o
 lo

n
g

e
r g

a
u

n
t. W

ith
 a

d
e

q
u

a
te

 n
u

tritio
n

 s
h

e
 

h
a

d
 fille

d
 o

u
t s

o
 th

a
t h

e
r c

h
e

e
k

s
 w

e
re

 n
o

 lo
n

g
e

r h
o

llo
w

e
d

. R
e

g
u

la
r 

d
a

ily w
a

lk
s
 m

e
a

n
t h

e
r c

o
lo

r w
a

s
 im

p
ro

ve
d

 w
ith

 a
 fa

in
t n

a
tu

ra
l 

b
lu

s
h

 to
 it. W

ith
o

u
t a

 c
o

m
b

 o
r a

n
y
 h

a
ir tie

s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 o
n

ly c
o

m
b

 

w
ith

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 a
n

d
 le

a
ve

 it to
 h

a
n

g
 lo

o
s
e

. It fe
ll, in

 a
 rio

to
u

s
 m

a
s
s
 

o
f w

a
ve

s
 a

n
d

 c
u

rls
, d

o
w

n
 p

a
s
t h

e
r e

lb
o

w
s
. H

e
r k

n
e

e
s
 a

n
d

 e
lb

o
w

s 

a
n

d
 h

ip
 b

o
n

e
s
 a

n
d

 rib
s
 n

o
 lo

n
g

e
r ju

tte
d

 o
u

t. S
h

e
'd

 b
u

ilt u
p

 m
u

s
c
le

 

m
a

s
s
 e

xe
rc

is
in

g
. 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 h
e

a
lth

y
. P

re
tty e

ve
n

. N
o

rm
a

l. L
ik

e
 a

 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
 

fro
m

 a
 d

iffe
re

n
t life

. 

B
u

t h
e

r e
ye

s
—

 

H
e

r e
ye

s
 w

e
re

 d
e

a
d

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 fire

 in
 th

e
m

. 

T
h

e
 sp

a
rk

 th
a

t s
h

e
 re

g
a

rd
e

d
 a

s
 m

o
s
t in

trin
s
ic

 to
 w

h
o

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 

h
a

d
 g

o
n

e
 o

u
t. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

 vib
ra

n
t c

o
rp

s
e

. 

S
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 th

e
 m

irro
r a

n
d

 d
re

ss
e

d
. 

T
h

e
 fe

rtility
 p

o
tio

n
 a

ffe
c
te

d
 th

e
 fit o

f h
e

r ro
b

e
s
. T

h
e

 b
u

tto
n

s
 

o
ve

r h
e

r b
u

s
t p

u
lle

d
 a

n
d

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

 h
e

r n
ip

p
le

s
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 fa
b

-

ric
. S

h
e

 ro
lle

d
 h

e
r s

h
o

u
ld

e
rs

 in
w

a
rd

 to
 try to

 c
o

n
c
e

a
l it a

n
d

 p
u

lle
d

 

h
e

r h
a

ir o
ve

r h
e

r s
h

o
u

ld
e

rs
. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 re

tu
rn

e
d

 to
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 sh
e

 fo
u

n
d

 a
 lu

n
c
h

 la
id

 o
u

t fo
r 

h
e

r. S
h

e
 p

o
k

e
d

 a
t a

 c
u

c
u

m
b

e
r s

a
la

d
 a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 o
u

t th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
. 

T
h

e
 s

n
o

w
 h

a
d

 m
e

lte
d

. T
h

e
 e

s
ta

te
 w

a
s
 c

o
m

p
ris

e
d

 o
f e

n
d

le
ss

 g
re

y. 

E
ve

n
 th

e
 s

k
y w

a
s
 g

re
y. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

till s
ta

rin
g

 o
u

t th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
 w

h
e

n
 th

e
 d

o
o

r c
lic

k
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 o

ve
r a

n
d

 fo
u

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 e
n

te
re

d
. H

e
 w

a
s
 w

e
a

rin
g

 

h
is

 'h
u

n
tin

g
' c

lo
th

e
s
. T

h
e

y
 w

e
re

 c
le

a
n

, s
o

 h
e

r g
u

e
s
s
 w

a
s
 th

a
t h

e
 

w
a

s
 h

e
a

d
in

g
 o

u
t ra

th
e

r th
a

n
 re

tu
rn

in
g

. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
im

. W
ith

o
u

t ro
b

e
s
 h

e
 w

a
s
 n

o
tic

e
a

b
ly

 ta
ll a

n
d

 

lith
e

. T
h

e
 c

lo
th

in
g

 w
a

s
 a

ll b
la

c
k

 b
u

t h
is

 fo
re

a
rm

s
, c

h
e

s
t a

n
d

 le
g

s
 

h
a

d
 a

 m
e

ta
llic

 s
ilve

r p
ro

te
c
tive

 g
e

a
r s

tra
p

p
e

d
 o

n
to

 th
e

m
. U

k
ra

in
ia

n
 

Iro
n

b
e

lly h
id

e
 b

o
d

y
-a

rm
o

r, H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

n
c
lu

d
e

d
 a

fte
r s

tu
d

yin
g

 h
im

 

fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t; fo

r s
p

e
ll a

n
d

 w
e

a
p

o
n

 p
ro

te
c
tio

n
, u

n
le

s
s
 h

e
 h

a
d

 a
 

d
ra

g
o

n
 ta

m
in

g
 h

o
b

b
y s

h
e

 d
id

n
't k

n
o

w
 a

b
o

u
t. H

e
 w

a
s
 g

rip
p

in
g

 a
 

p
a

ir o
f g

lo
ve

s
 in

 o
n

e
 h

a
n

d
. 
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rk
 L

o
rd

 a
n

d
 u

n
-

le
s
s
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 to

 k
ill h

im
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
n

, H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fu
lly 

e
xp

e
c
te

d
 h

im
 to

. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 w
h

a
t k

in
d

 o
f D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 M

a
lfo

y
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
. W

h
a

t 

d
id

 h
e

 e
ve

n
 w

a
n

t fro
m

 it?
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

till d
id

n
't k

n
o

w
. M

a
yb

e
 s

h
e

 

w
o

u
ld

 n
e

ve
r k

n
o

w
. S

h
e

'd
 a

lw
a

ys
 w

o
n

d
e

r a
n

d
 n

e
ve

r u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

 

h
im

. H
e

 d
e

s
e

rve
s
 to

 d
ie

, s
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t to
 h

e
rs

e
lf. H

e
 d

e
s
e

rve
d

 to
 b

e
 

c
ru

c
io

'd
. T

h
e

 w
o

rld
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

 b
e

tte
r p

la
c
e

 if D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y w

e
re

 

k
ille

d
 o

r d
rive

n
 in

s
a

n
e

. 

B
u

t th
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t o

f h
im

 b
la

n
k

-e
ye

d
 in

 Ja
n

u
s
 T

h
ic

k
e

y b
o

th
e

re
d

 

h
e

r s
o

m
e

h
o

w
. P

a
s
s
ive

ly
 w

a
tc

h
in

g
 th

e
 to

ll th
a

t re
g

u
la

r to
rtu

re
 w

a
s
 

ta
k

in
g

 o
n

 h
im

 m
a

d
e

 h
e

r fe
e

l o
d

d
ly g

u
ilty

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't d
o

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t it, s
h

e
 c

o
ld

ly re
m

in
d

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf 

a
s
 s

h
e

 s
tro

d
e

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 h

e
d

g
e

 m
a

ze
, e

ve
n

 if s
h

e
 d

id
 w

a
n

t to
 h

e
lp

 

h
im

. W
h

ic
h

 s
h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t. H

e
 w

a
s
 a

 D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
r. It w

a
s
n

't a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 

a
n

yo
n

e
 h

a
d

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
im

 to
 b

e
c
o

m
e

 a
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

r o
r to

 m
u

rd
e

r 

D
u

m
b

le
d

o
re

 o
r b

e
 th

e
 o

n
e

 to
 k

ill o
ff th

e
 e

n
tire

 O
rd

e
r o

f th
e

 P
h

o
e

n
ix 

a
n

d
 a

 la
rg

e
 p

e
rc

e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f th
e

 R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 a
s
 a

 w
h

o
le

. H
e

 d
e

s
e

rv
e

d
 

e
ve

ry b
it o

f s
u

ffe
rin

g
 th

a
t w

e
n

t in
 h

a
n

d
 w

ith
 h

is
 s

e
rv

itu
d

e
. M

o
re

 

e
ve

n
. If s

h
e

 d
id

n
't g

e
t to

 k
ill h

im
, th

e
 iro

n
y
 o

f it b
e

in
g

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt w
h

o
 

s
lo

w
ly d

id
 th

e
 d

e
e

d
 w

a
s
 b

o
th

 fittin
g

 a
n

d
 s

a
tis

fy
in

g
 to

 c
o

n
te

m
p

la
te

. 

M
o

s
tly. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ig

h
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 w
a

lk
in

g
, p

re
s
s
in

g
 th

e
 h

e
e

ls
 o

f 

h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r e

ye
s
. T

ry
in

g
 to

 c
le

a
r h

e
r m

in
d

 a
n

d
 s

to
p

 th
in

k
-

in
g

. It s
e

e
m

e
d

 th
a

t s
h

e
 h

a
d

 m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 to

 re
ta

in
e

d
 a

 b
it o

f a
 b

le
e

d
-

in
g

 h
e

a
rt, e

ve
n

 fo
r d

e
p

ra
ve

d
 m

o
n

s
te

rs
. S

h
e

'd
 a

lw
a

y
s
 h

a
te

d
 th

e
 

m
e

re
 id

e
a

 o
f to

rtu
re

. It h
a

d
 b

o
th

e
re

d
 h

e
r to

 w
itn

e
s
s
 U

m
b

rid
g

e
's

. 

A
p

p
a

re
n

tly s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't e
ve

n
 e

n
jo

y M
a

lfo
y's

. 

H
e

r n
e

xt fe
rtile

 p
e

rio
d

 w
a

s
 m

a
d

e
 d

is
tin

c
tly

 w
o

rs
e

 b
y th

e
 fe

rtil-

ity p
o

tio
n

. 

A
s
 it a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r b
re

a
s
ts

 s
w

e
lle

d
 s

e
ve

ra
l c

u
p

 s
ize

s
 la

rg
e

r 

a
n

d
 w

ith
o

u
t a

 b
ra

 to
 s

u
p

p
o

rt th
e

m
 th

e
y h

u
n

g
 a

n
d

 a
c
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 w

e
re

 

th
ro

b
b

in
g

ly
 s

e
n

s
itive

. H
e

r lo
w

e
r a

b
d

o
m

e
n

 s
w

e
lle

d
 in

 a
 w

a
y th

a
t 

m
a

d
e

 h
e

r lo
o

k
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 w

e
re

 a
c
tu

a
lly

 in
 th

e
 e

a
rly s

ta
g

e
s
 o

f 

p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y. It w

a
s
 h

o
rrifyin

g
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fo

u
n

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf s

u
d

d
e

n
ly viv-

id
ly, vis

c
e

ra
lly c

o
n

fro
n

te
d

 b
y
 th

e
 id

e
a

 o
f p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y in

 a
 w

a
y th

a
t 

s
h

e
 h

a
d

 m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 to

 ig
n

o
re

 a
n

d
 a

v
o

id
 u

n
til th

e
n

. 

S
h

e
 c

rie
d

. H
e

r c
lo

th
e

s
 d

id
n

't fit. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't e
xe

rc
is

e
, it w

a
s
 

to
o

 u
n

c
o

m
fo

rta
b

le
. S

h
e

 fe
lt e

xtre
m

e
ly

 tire
d

 a
n

d
 o

n
 e

d
g

e
. S

h
e

 ju
s
t 
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c
u

rle
d

 u
p

 in
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 ig
n

o
re

 a
ll th

e
 th

in
g

s
 h

e
r b

o
d

y 

w
a

s
 d

o
in

g
. 

W
h

e
n

 th
e

 ta
b

le
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 s
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 it s

o
m

e
w

h
a

t p
a

in
fu

l to
 

le
a

n
 a

c
ro

s
s
 it a

n
d

 fe
e

l h
e

r w
e

ig
h

t p
re

s
s
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 h

e
r c

h
e

s
t. S

h
e

 

s
w

a
llo

w
e

d
 h

a
rd

. H
e

r e
n

tire
 b

o
d

y
 fe

lt o
ve

r s
e

n
s
itive

, p
a

rtic
u

la
rly in

 

p
la

c
e

s
 s

h
e

 ve
ry m

u
c
h

 d
id

 n
o

t w
a

n
t to

 th
in

k
 a

b
o

u
t. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 h
e

a
rd

 

th
e

 d
o

o
r o

p
e

n
 
s
h

e
 fo

c
u

s
e

d
 
in

te
n

tly o
n

 
th

e
 p

a
in

, b
e

a
rin

g
 
d

o
w

n
 

h
a

rd
e

r o
n

 h
e

r b
re

a
s
ts

 th
a

n
 n

e
c
e

s
s
a

ry a
n

d
 fo

rc
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf n

o
t to

 p
a

y 

a
tte

n
tio

n
 to

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
. 

P
le

a
s
e

 
d

o
n

't 
g

e
t 

p
re

g
n

a
n

t. 
P

le
a

s
e

 
d

o
n

't 
g

e
t 

p
re

g
n

a
n

t, 
s
h

e
 

b
e

g
g

e
d

 h
e

r b
o

d
y. 

A
fte

r 
th

e
 
five

 
d

a
y
s
, 

w
h

e
n

 
M

a
lfo

y 
a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 
to

 
in

s
p

e
c
t 

h
e

r 

m
e

m
o

rie
s
, h

e
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 s

lig
h

tly le
s
s
 o

n
 e

d
g

e
. N

o
t s

o
 d

e
a

th
ly

 p
a

le
. 

L
e

s
s
 re

c
e

n
tly to

rtu
re

d
. S

h
e

 fe
a

re
d

 th
a

t it m
e

a
n

t h
e

'd
 m

a
d

e
 s

o
m

e
 

o
f b

re
a

k
-th

ro
u

g
h

 in
 h

is
 in

ve
s
tig

a
tio

n
. 

H
e

 e
xa

m
in

e
d

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
 c

a
re

fu
lly. M

o
re

 th
o

ro
u

g
h

ly th
a

n
 

th
e

 p
re

vio
u

s
 tim

e
 b

u
t s

till w
ith

o
u

t d
is

tu
rb

in
g

 a
n

y o
f th

e
 lo

c
k

e
d

 

m
e

m
o

rie
s
. H

e
 d

id
 w

a
tc

h
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 c
o

n
v
e

rs
a

tio
n

 w
ith

 R
o

n
 re

p
e

a
t-

e
d

ly a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 c
h

e
c
k

in
g

 fo
r d

e
ta

ils
. W

h
e

n
 h

e
 c

a
m

e
 u

p
o

n
 h

e
r re

lu
c
-

ta
n

t 
c
o

n
c
e

rn
 
o

ve
r 

h
is

 
to

rtu
re

 
s
ym

p
to

m
s
 
h

e
 
w

ith
d

re
w

 
fro

m
 
h

e
r 

m
in

d
. 

"W
o

rryin
g

 a
b

o
u

t m
e

, M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
?

" h
e

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 s
n

e
e

r. "I h
a

ve
 

to
 a

d
m

it I n
e

ve
r th

o
u

g
h

t I'd
 s

e
e

 th
e

 d
a

y
." 

"D
o

n
't ta

k
e

 it a
s
 a

 c
o

m
p

lim
e

n
t," H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

 s
tiffly. "I fe

lt 

s
o

rry fo
r U

m
b

rid
g

e
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
 to

rtu
re

d
 h

e
r to

o
 b

u
t I'd

 g
la

d
ly

 d
a

n
c
e

 

o
n

 h
e

r g
ra

ve
." 

H
is

 
m

o
u

th
 

q
u

irk
e

d
 

w
ith

 
a

m
u

s
e

m
e

n
t. 

"U
n

fo
rtu

n
a

te
ly

 
th

e
 

s
n

a
k

e
s
 a

te
 h

e
r." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fo
u

n
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf s
m

ilin
g

 b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

to
p

 h
e

rs
e

lf. 

M
a

lfo
y g

a
v
e

 a
 b

a
rk

in
g

 la
u

g
h

. 

"Y
o

u
 a

re
 a

 b
itc

h
," h

e
 sa

id
 w

ith
 a

 fa
in

t s
h

a
k

e
 o

f h
is

 h
e

a
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 s

m
ile

 va
n

is
h

e
d

. "S
o

m
e

 p
e

o
p

le
 d

e
s
e

rve
 to

 d
ie

," 

s
h

e
 sa

id
 c

o
ld

ly. "A
n

d
 th

e
 o

n
e

s
 w

h
o

 d
id

n
't—

yo
u

 k
ille

d
 a

n
y
w

a
y
." 

H
e

 ro
lle

d
 h

is
 e

y
e

s
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 m
e

re
ly c

ritiq
u

e
d

 h
is

 m
a

n
-

n
e

rs
. "I d

id
 w

h
a

t I w
a

s
 in

s
tru

c
te

d
 to

 d
o

," h
e

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 s
h

ru
g

. 

"D
o

 
yo

u
 

te
ll 

yo
u

rs
e

lf 
th

a
t 

to
 

e
a

s
e

 
yo

u
r 

c
o

n
s
c
ie

n
c
e

?
" 

S
h

e
 

s
n

e
e

re
d

 a
t h

im
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
a

t u
p

 o
n

 th
e

 b
e

d
. "W

h
e

n
 yo

u
 s

tru
n

g
 th

e
m

 

u
p

 a
n

d
 le

ft th
e

m
 to

 d
e

c
a

y?
 D

id
 yo

u
 th

in
k

 yo
u

 w
e

re
 b

e
in

g
 n

o
b

le
?
" 

H
e

 g
a

v
e

 h
e

r a
 th

in
 s

m
ile

 a
n

d
 q

u
irk

e
d

 a
n

 e
y
e

b
ro

w
. "Y

o
u

r R
e

-

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 w
a

s
 q

u
ite

 b
o

u
n

d
le

s
s
 in

 its
 h

o
p

e
 e

ve
n

 a
fte

r P
o

tte
r d

ie
d

 in
 

fro
n

t o
f th

e
m

. T
h

e
y w

e
re

 th
e

 s
o

rts
 th

a
t w

o
u

ld
 n

e
ve

r b
e

lie
ve

 re
p

o
rts

 

o
f d

e
a

th
 b

a
s
e

d
 o

n
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

r h
e

a
rs

a
y. H

o
w

 m
a

n
y m

o
re

 fig
h

te
rs
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 S
h

e
 live

d
 e

ve
ry d

a
y in

 th
e

 a
fte

rm
a

th
 o

f th
e

 b
a

ttle
s
; b

re
a

th
e

d
 

in
 th

e
 d

e
va

s
ta

tio
n

 u
n

til s
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

ro
w

n
in

g
 in

 it. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't a
llo

w
e

d
 to

 fig
h

t. S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't a
llo

w
e

d
 in

 th
e

 fie
ld

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 to

o
 va

lu
a

b
le

 a
s
 a

 h
e

a
le

r a
n

d
 p

o
tio

n
 m

is
tre

s
s
. T

h
e

 O
rd

e
r 

c
o

u
ld

n
't ris

k
 lo

s
in

g
 h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 s

to
o

d
 e

n
d

le
s
s
ly

 in
 th

e
 a

fte
rm

a
th

 o
f b

a
ttle

s
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
 

in
flu

e
n

c
e

 o
v
e

r. 

S
o

 s
h

e
 u

s
e

d
 w

h
a

t s
h

e
 h

a
d

, h
e

r vo
ic

e
 a

n
d

 h
e

r p
o

s
itio

n
 a

s
 a

n
 

O
rd

e
r m

e
m

b
e

r. S
h

e
 u

s
e

d
 h

e
r s

e
a

t in
 m

e
e

tin
g

s
 to

 u
rg

e
 th

e
 O

rd
e

r to
 

e
xp

a
n

d
 tra

in
in

g
 b

e
yo

n
d

 d
e

fe
n

s
ive

 m
a

g
ic

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't a
d

vo
c
a

tin
g

 

fo
r to

rtu
re

 o
r U

n
fo

rg
iva

b
le

s
; s

h
e

 h
a

d
 ju

s
t w

a
n

te
d

 R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 fig
h

t-

e
rs

 to
 a

c
tu

a
lly b

e
 g

ive
n

 e
xp

lic
it ra

th
e

r th
a

n
 m

e
re

ly ta
c
it p

e
rm

is
s
io

n
 

to
 k

ill D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
rs

 in
 s

e
lf-d

e
fe

n
s
e

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
't th

o
u

g
h

t it c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 a
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly fra
u

g
h

t o
r c

o
m

-

p
lic

a
te

d
 p

o
s
itio

n
 to

 h
o

ld
 th

re
e

 y
e

a
rs

 in
to

 a
 w

a
r. 

It w
a

s
. 

H
a

rry
 
w

a
s
 
a

d
a

m
a

n
t: th

e
y 

w
o

u
ld

 
n

o
t 

u
s
e

 
d

a
rk

 
m

a
g

ic
; 

th
e

y 

w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t k
ill p

e
o

p
le

. T
h

e
 m

a
jo

rity o
f th

e
 O

rd
e

r h
a

d
 fa

lle
n

 in
 lin

e
 

w
ith

 H
a

rry's
 vis

io
n

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 th

e
 o

u
ts

p
o

k
e

n
 o

d
d

-o
n

e
-o

u
t. It h

a
d

 s
te

a
d

-

ily e
ro

d
e

d
 m

o
s
t o

f h
e

r frie
n

d
s
h

ip
s
. 

It w
a

s
n

't 
e

n
tire

ly
 s

u
rp

ris
in

g
 th

a
t G

in
n

y
 h

a
d

 c
o

n
c
lu

d
e

d
 th

a
t 

S
n

a
p

e
 w

a
s
 th

e
 o

n
ly p

e
rs

o
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 in
 a

 re
la

-

tio
n

s
h

ip
 w

ith
. G

in
n

y
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 rig
h

t. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

lm
o

s
t e

n
-

tire
ly

 a
lo

n
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ig

h
e

d
 to

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
n

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 o

ff th
e

 s
h

o
w

e
r. 

If s
h

e
'd

 d
o

n
e

 s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 d

iffe
re

n
tly, c

o
u

ld
 it h

a
ve

 c
h

a
n

g
e

d
 th

e
 

o
u

tc
o

m
e

 o
f th

e
 w

a
r?

 If s
h

e
 h

a
d

 d
e

vo
te

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf to

 d
e

fe
n

s
e

?
 If s

h
e

 

h
a

d
n

't p
u

rs
u

e
d

 h
e

a
lin

g
 o

r p
o

tio
n

s
?
 If s

h
e

 h
a

d
n

't le
ft fo

r tw
o

 ye
a

rs
?

 

W
o

u
ld

 it h
a

ve
 m

a
d

e
 a

n
y
 d

iffe
re

n
c
e

?
 S

a
v
e

d
 a

n
yo

n
e

?
 

A
 lu

m
p

 fo
rm

e
d

 in
 h

e
r th

ro
a

t a
s
 s

h
e

 re
p

la
y
e

d
 M

a
lfo

y's
 ta

u
n

t 

fro
m

 m
o

n
th

s
 b

e
fo

re
: 

"Y
o

u
 d

id
n

't e
v
e

n
 fig

h
t d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 w

a
r, d

id
 y

o
u

?
 I c

e
rta

in
ly

 n
e

v
e

r 

s
a

w
 y

o
u

. Y
o

u
 w

e
re

n
't e

v
e

r o
u

t th
e

re
 w

ith
 P

o
tte

r a
n

d
 W

e
a

s
le

y
. Y

o
u

 

ju
s
t h

id
. S

p
e

n
d

in
g

 a
ll y

o
u

r tim
e

 in
 h

o
s
p

ita
l w

a
rd

s
. W

a
v
in

g
 y

o
u

r 

w
a

n
d

 a
b

o
u

t fu
tile

ly
, s

a
v
in

g
 p

e
o

p
le

 w
h

o
 e

n
d

e
d

 u
p

 b
e

in
g

 b
e

tte
r o

ff 

d
e

a
d

." 

S
h

e
 s

w
a

llo
w

e
d

 h
a

rd
 a

n
d

 p
re

s
s
e

d
 h

e
r lip

s
 to

g
e

th
e

r in
to

 a
 h

a
rd

 

lin
e

 a
s
 s

h
e

 ste
p

p
e

d
 o

u
t o

f th
e

 sh
o

w
e

r a
n

d
 to

w
e

le
d

 o
ff. 

S
h

e
 p

a
u

s
e

d
 a

 m
o

m
e

n
t a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r re

fle
c
tio

n
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
te

d
 h

e
r re

fle
c
tio

n
. H

a
te

d
 s

e
e

in
g

 it. S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 a
v
e

rt h
e

r 

e
ye

s
 w

h
e

n
e

ve
r s

h
e

 e
n

c
o

u
n

te
re

d
 a

 m
irro

r. S
h

e
 b

a
re

ly re
c
o

g
n

ize
d

 

th
e

 p
e

rs
o

n
 s

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 in
 th

e
 g

la
ss

. 
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 It h

a
d

 h
a

rd
ly b

e
e

n
 a

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
. T

h
e

 O
rd

e
r n

e
e

d
e

d
 a

 c
a

s
u

a
lty 

h
e

a
le

r, if th
e

y c
o

u
ld

n
't re

c
ru

it o
n

e
 th

e
y
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 to

 c
re

a
te

 o
n

e
; H

e
r-

m
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 th

e
 a

p
titu

d
e

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 b

a
re

ly
 g

ive
n

 tim
e

 to
 s

a
y
 g

o
o

d
b

ye
 

b
e

fo
re

 K
in

g
s
le

y h
a

d
 h

e
r s

m
u

g
g

le
d

 o
u

t o
f B

rita
in

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
't k

n
o

w
n

 

w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

e
 b

a
c
k

. 

S
h

e
 tra

in
e

d
 o

b
s
e

s
s
ive

ly fo
r a

lm
o

s
t tw

o
 ye

a
rs

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 re

a
c
h

-

in
g

 th
e

 e
n

d
 o

f h
e

r tra
in

in
g

 w
h

e
n

 th
e

 O
rd

e
r's

 h
o

s
p

ita
l s

a
fe

h
o

u
s
e

 

w
a

s
 c

o
m

p
ro

m
is

e
d

 in
 th

e
 a

fte
rm

a
th

 o
f a

 s
k

irm
is

h
. A

 D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
r 

h
a

d
 g

ra
b

b
e

d
 a

h
o

ld
 o

f E
rn

ie
 M

a
c
M

illa
n

 w
h

e
n

 h
e

 w
a

s
 a

p
p

a
ra

tin
g

 

th
e

re
. O

n
c
e

 th
e

 D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
r w

a
s
 in

s
id

e
 th

e
 p

ro
te

c
tive

 w
a

rd
s
 h

e
 im

-

m
e

d
ia

te
ly le

ft a
n

d
 b

ro
u

g
h

t b
a

c
k

 s
e

ve
ra

l m
o

re
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
. 

B
e

yo
n

d
 th

e
 F

id
e

liu
s
 c

h
a

rm
 th

e
 h

o
s
p

ita
l h

a
d

 n
o

t b
e

e
n

 w
e

ll p
ro

-

te
c
te

d
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 n

o
 e

va
c
u

a
tio

n
 p

la
n

. N
o

 g
u

a
rd

s
. It w

a
s
 a

 b
lo

o
d

-

b
a

th
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 O

rd
e

r m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 to

 g
a

th
e

r a
n

d
 s

e
n

d
 in

 a
 re

sp
o

n
s
e

. 

T
h

e
 O

rd
e

r lo
s
t th

e
 tw

o
 h

e
a

le
rs

 th
e

y h
a

d
 re

c
ru

ite
d

, th
e

ir h
e

a
le

r tra
in

-

e
e

s
, H

o
ra

c
e

 S
lu

g
h

o
rn

, a
n

d
 a

lm
o

s
t e

ve
ry

 in
ju

re
d

 fig
h

te
r c

o
n

v
a

le
sc

-

in
g

 th
e

re
. 

T
h

e
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
 le

ft E
rn

ie
 a

live
 o

u
t o

f sp
ite

. 

T
h

e
 O

rd
e

r n
e

e
d

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
a

c
k

 im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly. 

V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt h
a

d
 a

llo
w

e
d

 A
n

to
n

in
 D

o
lo

h
o

v to
 s

e
t u

p
 a

 c
u

rs
e

 d
e

-

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

t d
ivis

io
n

; n
e

w
 a

n
d

 d
e

a
d

ly
 c

u
rs

e
s
 w

e
re

 u
s
e

d
 in

 b
a

ttle
s
 

th
a

t re
q

u
ire

d
 a

d
va

n
c
e

d
 s

p
e

ll a
n

a
lys

is
 to

 c
o

u
n

te
r. H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 s
p

e
-

c
ia

lty. T
h

e
y a

ls
o

 n
e

e
d

e
d

 to
 re

p
la

c
e

 th
e

ir p
o

tio
n

 m
a

s
te

r a
n

d
 H

e
rm

i-

o
n

e
 h

a
d

 q
u

a
lifie

d
 to

 d
o

 th
a

t to
o

. 

W
ith

in
 th

re
e

 d
a

y
s
, K

in
g

s
le

y p
e

rs
o

n
a

lly a
rrive

d
 a

t th
e

 A
u

s
tria

n
 

m
a

g
ic

a
l h

o
s
p

ita
l w

h
e

re
 sh

e
'd

 b
e

e
n

 s
tu

d
yin

g
 a

n
d

 b
ro

u
g

h
t h

e
r b

a
c
k

 

to
 E

n
g

la
n

d
. 

In
 h

e
r a

b
s
e

n
c
e

, H
a

rry a
n

d
 R

o
n

 h
a

d
 re

fo
rg

e
d

 th
e

m
s
e

lve
s
 in

to
 

a
 d

u
o

. U
p

o
n

 h
e

r re
tu

rn
 th

e
 trio

 trie
d

 to
 re

s
u

m
e

 th
e

ir frie
n

d
s
h

ip
 b

u
t 

th
e

 tw
o

 ye
a

rs
 h

a
d

 s
e

n
t th

e
m

 in
 s

e
p

a
ra

te
 d

ire
c
tio

n
s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
n

't b
e

e
n

 a
b

le
 to

 s
h

a
re

 in
 th

e
 id

e
a

lis
tic

 b
e

lie
f th

a
t 

L
ig

h
t, b

y its
 in

h
e

re
n

t q
u

a
lity o

f g
o

o
d

n
e

s
s
, w

o
u

ld
 e

ve
n

tu
a

lly
 tu

rn
 th

e
 

tid
e

 o
f th

e
 w

a
r. In

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 it s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 b
e

 s
te

a
d

ily
 tu

rn
in

g
 fu

rth
e

r 

a
n

d
 fu

rth
e

r a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 O

rd
e

r. 

F
ro

m
 th

e
 m

o
m

e
n

t s
h

e
 re

tu
rn

e
d

 to
 E

n
g

la
n

d
 s

h
e

 live
d

 in
 th

e
 

n
e

w
 h

o
s
p

ita
l w

a
rd

 th
a

t h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 s

e
t u

p
 o

n
 th

e
 s

e
c
o

n
d

 flo
o

r o
f 

G
rim

m
a

u
ld

 P
la

c
e

. S
h

e
 s

p
e

n
t h

e
r d

a
ys

 a
n

d
 n

ig
h

ts
 w

a
tc

h
in

g
 p

e
o

p
le

 

d
ie

; w
a

tc
h

in
g

 th
e

m
 re

a
lis

e
 th

e
y w

e
re

 g
o

in
g

 to
 d

ie
. T

ry
in

g
 to

 s
a

v
e

 

th
e

m
. S

h
e

 s
a

t b
e

sid
e

 th
e

m
 a

n
d

 e
xp

la
in

e
d

 a
s
 g

e
n

tly
 a

s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 

th
a

t th
e

y'd
 n

e
ve

r s
p

e
a

k
, n

e
ve

r e
a

t, n
e

ve
r s

e
e

, n
e

ve
r w

a
lk

, n
e

ve
r 

m
o

ve
 a

g
a

in
. T

h
a

t th
e

y'd
 n

e
ve

r h
a

v
e

 c
h

ild
re

n
. T

h
a

t th
e

ir p
a

rtn
e

r, 

s
p

o
u

s
e

, o
r p

a
re

n
ts

 o
r c

h
ild

re
n

 h
a

d
 d

ie
d

 w
h

ile
 th

e
y w

e
re

 u
n

c
o

n
-

s
c
io

u
s
. 
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anacled 

 
d

o
 yo

u
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 trie
d

 e
s
c
a

p
e

 if th
e

y h
a

d
n

't s
e

e
n

 th
e

 

b
o

d
ie

s
 ro

t w
ith

 th
e

ir o
w

n
 e

ye
s
?

 S
u

re
ly

 yo
u

 d
o

n
't b

e
lie

ve
 in

 e
n

c
o

u
r-

a
g

in
g

 s
u

ic
id

a
l o

p
tim

is
m

?
" 

"S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 is

 s
till o

u
t th

e
re

," s
h

e
 s

a
id

. "S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 yo

u
 h

a
ve

n
't 

c
a

u
g

h
t." 

H
e

 s
m

irk
e

d
 fa

in
tly. "N

o
t fo

r lo
n

g
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt th

e
 b

lo
o

d
 d

ra
in

 fro
m

 h
e

r fa
c
e

 s
o

 s
h

a
rp

ly it fe
lt 

a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 h

o
llo

w
e

d
 o

u
t. "H

a
ve

 yo
u

—
?

" H
e

r vo
ic

e
 

s
h

o
o

k
. 

"N
o

t ye
t. B

u
t I c

a
n

 p
ra

c
tic

a
lly

 g
u

a
ra

n
te

e
 it," h

e
 sa

id
 w

ith
 c

ru
e

l 

s
m

ile
. "L

o
n

g
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 h

a
s
 fa

d
e

d
, y

o
u

r la
s
t O

rd
e

r m
e

m
-

b
e

r w
ill b

e
 d

e
a

d
 a

n
d

 yo
u

r p
re

c
io

u
s
 little

 R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 w
ill n

e
ve

r k
n

o
w

 

th
e

y e
ve

n
 e

xis
te

d
." 

"Y
o

u
 d

o
n

't k
n

o
w

 th
a

t," H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 fie

rc
e

ly
. 

"I d
o

 k
n

o
w

 it," h
e

 s
a

id
, h

is
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 b

e
c
a

m
e

 s
o

 h
a

rd
 h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 

h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 c

a
rve

d
 fro

m
 m

a
rb

le
. "T

h
is

 is
 a

 s
to

ry
 w

ith
 o

n
ly o

n
e

 e
n

d
-

in
g

. If yo
u

r O
rd

e
r h

a
s
 w

a
n

te
d

 a
 d

iffe
re

n
t o

n
e

 th
e

y s
h

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 

m
a

d
e

 d
iffe

re
n

t d
e

c
is

io
n

s
. P

e
rh

a
p

s
 s

o
m

e
 h

a
rd

, re
a

lis
tic

 o
n

e
s
. T

h
e

y 

s
h

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 le
t g

o
 o

f th
e

ir fa
iry

ta
le

 n
o

tio
n

s
 th

a
t th

e
y c

o
u

ld
 s

o
m

e
-

h
o

w
 w

in
 a

 w
a

r w
ith

o
u

t e
ve

r g
e

ttin
g

 th
e

ir h
a

n
d

s
 d

irty. T
h

e
y w

e
re

 

id
io

ts
, n

e
a

rly e
ve

ry o
n

e
 o

f th
e

m
." H

e
 s

n
e

e
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r. "D
o

 yo
u

 

h
a

ve
 a

n
y id

e
a

 h
o

w
 e

a
s
y
 it is

 to
 k

ill s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 w

h
e

n
 yo

u
 k

n
o

w
 th

e
y're

 

h
o

p
in

g
 o

n
ly to

 s
tu

n
 y

o
u

?
 V

e
ry. S

o
 e

a
s
y
 I c

o
u

ld
 d

o
 it in

 m
y s

le
e

p
 a

t 

th
is

 p
o

in
t." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
, w

a
tc

h
in

g
 th

e
 w

a
y
 h

is
 m

o
u

th
 tw

is
te

d
 

in
 d

e
ris

io
n

 a
n

d
 th

e
 fu

ry in
 h

is
 e

y
e

s
 a

s
 h

e
 s

p
o

k
e

. 

"W
h

o
 d

o
 yo

u
 h

a
te

 s
o

 m
u

c
h

?
" s

h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

. S
h

e
 s

till c
o

u
ld

n
't u

n
-

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

 it. It s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 d

e
fy th

e
 b

o
u

n
d

s
 o

f m
a

g
ic

. 

"M
a

n
y
, m

a
n

y
 p

e
o

p
le

," h
e

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

n
 in

s
o

le
n

t s
h

ru
g

. T
h

e
n

 h
e

 

s
m

ile
d

. "M
o

s
t o

f w
h

o
m

 a
re

 d
e

a
d

 n
o

w
." 

H
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 a

w
a

y
 b

e
fo

re
 sh

e
 c

o
u

ld
 a

s
k

 h
im

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
. 

A
fte

r n
e

a
rly a

 m
o

n
th

, M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 vis

itin
g

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r 

o
n

c
e

 m
o

re
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 d

id
n

't b
o

th
e

r s
p

yin
g

 o
n

 h
im

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 c
o

n
-

c
lu

d
e

d
 th

a
t h

e
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 w

a
s
n

't a
 m

e
m

b
e

r o
f th

e
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e
s
is

ta
n

c
e

 o
r th

e
 

O
rd

e
r. If th

e
re

 w
e

re
 a

n
y c

h
a

n
c
e

 o
f it V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt s

u
re

ly
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 

s
e

n
t M

a
lfo

y
 a

fte
r h

im
. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 c

a
m

e
 b

a
c
k

 fro
m

 h
e

r w
a

lk
 o

n
e

 d
a

y s
h

e
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u
n

d
 a

 h
a

lf 
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o

ze
n
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o

u
s
e
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e
s
 o

n
 th

e
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ra
n

d
a

 o
f th

e
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o
rth

 W
in

g
 s

e
ttin

g
 o

u
t a

 

la
rg

e
 ta

b
le

 a
n

d
 a

rra
n

g
in

g
 va

s
t q

u
a

n
titie

s
 o

f flo
w

e
rs

 e
ve

ryw
h

e
re

. 

O
n

e
 o

f th
e

m
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly va

n
is

h
e

d
 w

ith
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 s
h

a
rp

 p
o

p
 a

n
d
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 m

o
-

m
e

n
t la

te
r T

o
p

s
y
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d
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n

d
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p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 

"'M
is

tre
s
s
 is

 h
a

v
in

g
 a

n
 O

sta
ra

 p
a

rty th
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ig

h
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h
e
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u

d
b

lo
o

d
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 to
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ta

y o
u

t o
f s

ig
h

t," T
o

p
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y s

a
id

. 
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 b
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d
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c
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d
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n
d

 th
e
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n
d
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 w

h
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h
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-

p
e

a
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 b
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in

g
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re
p
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d
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e
d

d
in
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n

q
u

e
t 

th
a

n
 a

n
 c

e
le

b
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tio
n
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e
 ve
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a

l e
q

u
in

o
x. 

"A
lrig

h
t," H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

 a
n

d
 w

e
n

t a
n

d
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u
n

d
 a

 d
iffe

re
n

t e
n

-
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n

c
e
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 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r. S

h
e

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 th
e

 p
re

p
a

ra
tio

n
s
 fro

m
 th

e
 u

p
-

s
ta

irs
 w

in
d

o
w

s
 a

n
d

 c
o

n
c
lu

d
e

d
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a
t th

e
 e

q
u

in
o

x w
a
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 m

e
re
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n

 e
x-

c
u

s
e
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s
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w
 a

 p
a

rty. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 o
f th

e
 ritu

a
ls 
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d
itio

n
s
 a

p
p
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re

n
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th
e

r th
a

n
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e
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b
u

n
d
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n

c
e
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w
e

rs
. 

W
h

e
n

 e
ve

n
in

g
 fe

ll th
e

 ve
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n
d

a
 w

a
s
 lo

ve
ly

, a
g

lo
w

 w
ith

 fa
iry 

lig
h

ts
 tu

c
k

e
d

 in
to

 th
e

 e
n

o
rm

o
u

s
 b

o
u

q
u

e
ts

 o
f d

a
ffo

d
ils
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n

d
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lip
s
. 

A
s
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ria
 m

u
s
t h

a
ve

 h
a

d
 s

h
ip

p
e

d
 fro

m
 s

o
m

e
w

h
e

re
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e
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e

rm
io

n
e

 

th
e

o
rize

d
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e
 M

a
lfo

y e
s
ta

te
 w

a
s
 s

till c
o

ld
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n
d
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a

re
ly h

in
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g
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t 

s
p
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g

. 

H
e

rm
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n
e

 w
a

tc
h

e
d
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e
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u

e
s
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, D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
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, e
ve
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n
e
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f th

e
m

. T
h

e
y w

e
re

 s
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n
d

 fo
rm

a
l w

ith
 e

a
c
h

 o
th

e
r u

n
til th

e
 d
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k

s
 

s
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rte
d
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w

in
g
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e

n
e

ro
u

s
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. 

W
h

e
n

 e
ve

ry
o

n
e

 w
a

s
 s

e
a

te
d

 a
n

d
 th

e
 m

e
a

l w
e

ll u
n

d
e
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a

y H
e

r-

m
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n
e
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te

p
p

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 fro
m
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e

 w
in
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o

w
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h
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 w

a
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h
in

g
 fro

m
 

a
n

d
 g
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b

b
e

d
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e
r c
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a

k
. S

h
e

 s
lip

p
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

 q
u

ie
t h

a
llw

a
y
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n
d

 o
u

t 
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e
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a

rd
e

n
s
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h
e

 c
o

u
ld
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e
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e
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e

s
 fro

m
 th

e
 p

a
rty
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ve

r th
e

 

h
e

d
g

e
s
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h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fin
d

 a
 g

o
o

d
 p

o
s
itio

n
 s

h
e
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ig

h
t b

e
 a

b
le
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e
a

ve
sd

ro
p

. P
e

rh
a

p
s
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 w
o

u
ld

 d
ro

p
 u

s
e

fu
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rm

a
tio

n
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e

 O
rd

e
r o

r th
e

 R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

. O
r th

e
 o

th
e

r s
u

rro
g

a
te

s
. 

T
h

e
 D

a
ily P

ro
p

h
e

t w
a

s
 a

lw
a

y
s
 c

ra
m

m
e

d
 w

ith
 s

p
e

c
u

la
tio

n
 b

u
t 

it w
a

s
 h

a
rd
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 e

ve
r k

n
o

w
 w

h
a

t m
ig

h
t b

e
 tru

e
. 

S
h

e
 fo

llo
w

e
d

 th
e

 w
in

d
in

g
 p

a
th

s
 o

f th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 m

a
ze

. H
e

r fo
o

t-

s
te

p
s
 w

e
re
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n
t. S

h
e

 h
a

d
n

't b
e

e
n

 to
ld

 n
o

t to
 c

o
m

e
 o

u
ts

id
e

. 

T
ryin

g
 to

 e
a

ve
s
d

ro
p

 o
n

 w
h

a
t w

a
s
 c

le
a

rly
 b

e
c
o

m
in

g
 a

 d
ru

n
k

e
n

 

d
in

n
e

r p
a

rty w
a
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 a

 re
lie

f. H
e

rm
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n
e

 fe
lt—

a
live

. R
a

th
e

r th
a

n
 fe

e
lin

g
 

lik
e

 a
 m

e
c
h

a
n

ic
a

l d
e

a
d

 c
re

a
tu

re
 w

h
o

 p
a

s
s
e

d
 d

a
y
 a

fte
r d

a
y
, fo

ld
in

g
 

o
rig

a
m

i, e
xe

rc
is

in
g

, a
n

d
 w

a
itin

g
 fo
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b
le
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 a

p
p

e
a
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 th

e
 m

id
d

le
 

o
f th

e
 ro

o
m

 fo
r h

e
r to

 b
e

 c
lin

ic
a

lly fu
c
k

e
d

 o
n

 a
n

d
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e
n
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n
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e
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o
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r a
n
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th

e
r c

y
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le

. 

T
h

e
 ve

ra
n

d
a

 w
a

s
 ju

s
t o

n
 th

e
 o

th
e

r s
id

e
 o

f th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 fro

m
 h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

e
a

r th
e

 vo
ic

e
s
 c

le
a

rly. 
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h

e
's

 g
o

t b
a

re
ly a
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y fin
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e
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e
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n

't 

s
h
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w

 o
ff s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 lik
e
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a
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re

e
p

s
 th

e
 fu

c
k

 o
u

t o
f m

e
. A

t firs
t, I 

c
o

u
ld

 b
a

re
ly g

e
t it u

p
 to

 ta
k

e
 h

e
r, b

u
t n

o
w
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a

t s
h

e
's

 u
p
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 th

e
 d

u
ff 

s
h

e
's

 g
o

t th
e

 m
o

s
t in

c
re

d
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le
 p

a
ir o

n
 k

n
o

c
k

e
rs

 o
n

 h
e

r. D
e

fin
ite

ly 

m
a

k
e

s
 u

p
 fo

r th
e

 la
c
k

 o
f fin

g
e

rs
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fro
ze

. T
h

e
y w

e
re

 ta
lk

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 o
th

e
r g

irls
. P

o
s
-

s
ib

ly P
a

rva
ti o

r A
n

g
e

lin
a

. T
h

e
y'd

 b
o

th
 lo

s
t m

o
s
t th

e
ir fin

g
e
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. 

S
o

m
e

 o
f th

e
 g

irls
 w

e
re

 p
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g
n

a
n

t. 

168  M
anacled 

 H
e

r d
a

ys
 w

e
re

 s
p

e
n

t s
tu

d
y
in

g
 h

e
a

lin
g

 u
n

d
e

r P
o

p
p

y P
o

m
fre

y. 

H
e

r n
ig

h
ts

 w
e

re
 s

p
e

n
t s

tu
d

yin
g

 p
o

tio
n

s
 w

ith
 S

n
a

p
e

. H
e

r frie
n

d
s
h

ip
s
 

fe
ll to

 th
e

 w
a

y
s
id

e
. E

ve
n

 h
e

r g
ra

d
e

s
 s

lid
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 little
 tim

e
 to

 d
e

vo
te

 to
 d

rillin
g

 d
e

fe
n

s
e

 s
p

e
lls

. E
ve

ry-

o
n

e
 w

a
s
 s

tu
d

yin
g

 d
e

fe
n

s
ive

 m
a

g
ic

. N
o

 o
n

e
 e

ls
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 b

e
 w

o
r-

ryin
g

 a
b

o
u

t in
ju

rie
s o

r h
o

w
 to

 c
o

u
n

te
r c

u
rs

e
s
. O

r a
b

o
u

t b
e

in
g

 a
b

le
 

to
 m

a
k

e
 th

e
 p

o
tio

n
s
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 to

 h
e

a
l in

ju
rie

s
. 

F
o

r a
 m

o
n

th
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 th
e

 B
a

ttle
 in

 th
e

 D
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t o

f M
ys

te
r-

ie
s
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 ta
k

e
n

 te
n

 d
iffe

re
n

t p
o

tio
n

s
 d

a
ily in

 o
rd

e
r to

 re
-

p
a

ir a
ll th

e
 in

te
rn

a
l d

a
m

a
g

e
 fro

m
 D

o
lo

h
o

v's
 n

o
n

v
e

rb
a

l c
u

rs
e

. S
h

e
 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 lu

c
k

y to
 h

a
ve

 su
rvive

d
 it. 

W
h

e
n

 D
u

m
b

le
d

o
re

 d
ie

d
 o

n
ly a

 fe
w

 m
o

n
th

s
 la

te
r, s

h
e

 h
a

d
 fe

lt 

k
e

e
n

ly a
w

a
re

 o
f h

o
w

 vita
l a

 ro
le

 h
e

a
lin

g
 a

n
d

 p
o

tio
n

s
 w

o
u

ld
 p

la
y in

 

w
h

e
th

e
r th

e
 R

e
s
is

ta
n

c
e

 w
o

u
ld

 s
u

rvive
 th

e
 w

a
r lo

n
g

 e
n

o
u

g
h

 to
 w

in
 

it. B
u

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 th

e
 o

n
ly o

n
e

 w
o

rryin
g

 a
b

o
u

t it. E
ve

ryo
n

e
 re

g
a

rd
e

d
 

h
e

r 
a

s
 

p
a

ra
n

o
id

. 
H

o
s
p

ita
ls

 
w

e
re

 
a

 
n

e
u

tra
l 

te
rrito

ry; 
if 

a
n

yo
n

e
 

n
e

e
d

e
d

 h
e

a
lin

g
, th

e
re

 w
o

u
ld

 a
lw

a
ys

 b
e

 S
t M

u
n

g
o

's
 to

 tu
rn

 to
. 

B
u

t th
e

n
 th

e
y w

e
re

 te
rro

ris
ts

. H
o

s
p

ita
ls

 w
e

re
n

't n
e

u
tra

l fo
r te

r-

ro
ris

ts
. 

W
h

e
n

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt a
b

ru
p

tly s
e

ize
d

 c
o

n
tro

l o
f th

e
 M

in
is

try, th
e

 

firs
t a

c
t o

f M
in

is
te

r T
h

ic
k

n
e

s
s
e

 s
ig

n
e

d
 w

a
s
 th

e
 M

u
g

g
le

-b
o

rn
 R

e
g

is
-

tra
tio

n
 A

c
t. It w

a
s
 a

 c
a

re
fu

lly
 tim

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

tra
te

g
is

e
d

 m
o

ve
. T

h
e

 

M
u

g
g

le
-b

o
rn

 a
n

d
 h

a
lf-b

lo
o

d
 a

u
ro

rs
 in

 th
e

 D
M

L
E

 a
n

d
 H

e
a

le
rs

 o
f S

t 

M
u

n
g

o
's

 w
e

re
 a

rre
s
te

d
 a

n
d

 h
a

d
 th

e
ir w

a
n

d
s
 s

n
a

p
p

e
d

 b
e

fo
re

 th
e

y 

c
o

u
ld

 fle
e

 to
 th

e
 O

rd
e

r. 

T
h

e
y w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

 in
va

lu
a

b
le

 m
e

m
b

e
rs

 o
f th

e
 R

e
s
is

ta
n

c
e

 

if th
e

 O
rd

e
r h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
b

le
 to

 re
a

c
h

 th
e

m
 in

 tim
e

. 

In
s
te

a
d

, 
th

e
 

"te
rro

ris
t 

o
rg

a
n

iza
tio

n
" 

fo
u

n
d

 
th

e
m

se
lv

e
s
 

a
b

-

ru
p

tly c
u

t-o
ff fro

m
 th

e
 w

o
rld

, b
rie

fly
 le

a
vin

g
 P

o
p

p
y P

o
m

fre
y a

s
 th

e
ir 

m
o

s
t 

e
xp

e
rie

n
c
e

d
 
H

e
a

le
r. 

A
n

y
 
fig

h
te

rs
 
in

 
th

e
 
R

e
s
is

ta
n

c
e

 
w

e
re

 

b
ro

u
g

h
t to

 a
 b

o
a

rd
in

g
 s

c
h

o
o

l m
a

tro
n

 to
 b

e
 h

e
a

le
d

 o
f b

a
ttle

 in
ju

rie
s 

a
n

d
 d

a
rk

 c
u
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e

s
. K

in
g

s
le

y m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 to
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c
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it tw
o
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e

n
e
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l p
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c
ti-
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n

e
r h

e
a

le
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e
t u

p
 a

 s
e

m
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n
c
tio

n
a

l h
o

s
p

ita
l. H

o
w

e
ve
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o

ld
e

-

m
o
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n
d

e
n

c
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w
a

rd
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 p

u
n
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h

in
g
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n
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m
ilie
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o
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t w
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rd

in
g
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lk

 w
e

re
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c
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n
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 le
a

ve
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e
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n
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s b

e
h

in
d

 a
n

d
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lly th
e

m
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s
e
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s
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e
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rd
e

r if th
e

y d
id

n
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ve
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. 
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 c
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e
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rita
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t p
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in
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fte
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e
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try
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f M
a
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ic
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a
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ize
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u
ro

p
e
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n
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a

g
ic
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y
m
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a

th
e
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e
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e

s
is

ta
n

c
e
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e
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a

c
h

e
d

 o
u

t a
n
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re

d
 

s
p

e
c
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e

d
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in
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 in

 h
e

a
lin

g
 d
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a
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 c

u
rs
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. H

e
rm
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e
 

h
a

d
 b

e
e
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e
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n
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u
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 b
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e
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 b
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lty
, b

u
t A

rth
u

r W
e

a
s
le

y 

h
a

d
 s

u
ffe

re
d

 fro
m

 th
e

m
 m

ild
ly a

fte
r h

e
'd

 b
e

e
n

 c
u

rs
e

d
 b

y L
u

c
iu

s
 

M
a

lfo
y. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 re

s
e

a
rc

h
e

d
 it. T

h
e

 tre
a

tm
e

n
t w

a
s
 s

im
ila

r to
 tre

a
t-

in
g

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 fo

r th
e

 c
ru

c
ia

tu
s
, a

 tre
a

tm
e

n
t th

a
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 q

u
ite

 fa
-

m
ilia

r w
ith

. 

It w
a

s
 n

o
t e

xc
lu

s
ive

ly w
a

n
d

 h
e

a
lin

g
 b

u
t m

a
g

i-p
h

ys
ic

a
l th

e
ra

p
y; 

u
s
in

g
 s

p
e

lls
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 m

a
s
s
a

g
in

g
 th

e
 k

n
o

ts
 a

n
d

 te
n

s
io

n
 a

w
a

y
 b

y 

h
a

n
d

. S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 h

a
d

 to
u

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r. A
t m

in
im

u
m

 th
e

y
'd

 m
a

s
s
a

g
e

d
 

th
e

 e
n

tire
 rig

h
t s

id
e

 o
f h

e
r b

o
d

y in
 o

rd
e

r fo
r th

e
 te

n
s
io

n
 a

n
d

 rig
id

ity 

to
 b

e
 s

o
 th

o
ro

u
g

h
ly

 re
lie

ve
d

. C
o

n
s
id

e
rin

g
 th

a
t s

h
e

 fe
lt a

lm
o

s
t n

o
r-

m
a

l, s
h

e
 s

u
s
p

e
c
te

d
 th

a
t s

h
e

'd
 b

e
e

n
 tre

a
te

d
 o

n
 b

o
th

 s
id

e
s fro

m
 h

e
r 

ja
w

 d
o

w
n

 to
 h

e
r to

e
s
. 

S
h

e
 sh

u
d

d
e

re
d

 s
lig

h
tly, b

u
t trie

d
 to

 re
a

s
o

n
 w

ith
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

It w
a

s
 h

e
a

lin
g

. Ju
s
t h

e
a

lin
g

. S
h

e
'd

 h
e

a
le

d
 h

u
n

d
re

d
s
 a

n
d

 h
u

n
-

d
re

d
s
 o

f p
e

o
p

le
. T

re
a

te
d

 in
ju

rie
s
 o

n
 e

ve
ry

 p
a

rt o
f th

e
 b

o
d

y
. A

n
 in

ju
ry 

w
a

s
 a

n
 in

ju
ry. H

e
a

lin
g

 w
a

s
 h

e
a

lin
g

. It w
a

s
 q

u
ite

 re
m

o
ve

d
 fro

m
 a

n
y 
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o

th
e

r. H
e

 b
u

rie
d

 h
is

 n
o

s
e

 in
 h

e
r h

a
ir, b

re
a

th
in

g
 in

. H
e

 s
m

e
lle

d
 s

o
u

r 

fro
m

 w
in

e
. D

ru
n

k
. 

"Y
o

u
 w

e
re

 s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 to

 h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 m
in

e
, y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

," h
e

 s
a

id
, 

s
te

p
p

in
g

 b
a

c
k

 s
lig

h
tly to

 lo
o

k
 h

e
r o

ve
r a

g
a

in
. "I w

a
s
 th

e
 o

n
e

 w
h

o
 

c
a

u
g

h
t yo

u
 w

h
e

n
 yo

u
 a

tta
c
k

e
d

 a
t S

u
s
s
e

x. W
h

e
n

 I s
a

w
 yo

u
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 

u
n

d
e

r a
 s

k
y fu

ll o
f b

u
rn

in
g

 d
e

m
e

n
to

rs
—

I w
a

n
te

d
 to

 fu
c
k

 yo
u

 rig
h

t 

th
e

re
 in

 th
a

t fie
ld

." H
is

 g
rip

 o
n

 h
e

r b
re

a
s
t tig

h
te

n
e

d
 a

s
 h

e
 s

p
o

k
e

, 

h
is

 fin
g

e
rs

 d
ig

g
in

g
 in

to
 th

e
 fle

sh
. If H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 m
o

ve
d

 a
t 

a
ll s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 g

a
s
p

in
g

 fro
m

 p
a

in
. "T

h
a

t w
a

s
 h

o
w

 I e
a

rn
e

d
 

m
y M

a
rk

, yo
u

 k
n

o
w

, c
a

tc
h

in
g

 y
o

u
. M

y e
x
c
e

p
tio

n
a

l s
e

rvic
e

 to
 th

e
 

D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

. W
h

e
n

 I s
a

w
 yo

u
 a

t S
u

s
s
e

x, I re
c
o

g
n

is
e

d
 yo

u
 fro

m
 th

e
 

c
a

ve
. R

e
m

e
m

b
e

r h
o

w
 I to

ld
 y

o
u

 I'd
 a

s
k

 to
 h

a
ve

 yo
u

. I w
a

s
 th

e
 o

n
e

 

w
h

o
 re

m
in

d
e

d
 th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 a

b
o

u
t yo

u
 fo

r th
e

 b
re

e
d

in
g

 p
ro

g
ra

m
. 

H
e

 s
a

id
 yo

u
'd

 b
e

 m
in

e
. B

u
t th

e
n

 h
e

 c
h

a
n

g
e

d
 h

is
 m

in
d

 a
n

d
 g

a
v
e

 yo
u

 

to
 M

a
lfo

y." 

M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 h

is
s
e

d
 a

n
d

 tw
is

te
d

 h
e

r b
re

a
s
t h

a
rd

 in
 h

is
 h

a
n

d
. 

"F
u

c
k

in
g

 M
a

lfo
y
 g

e
ts

 e
ve

ryth
in

g
. B

u
t I o

w
e

 yo
u

 s
o

 m
u

c
h

 p
a

in
 fo

r 

s
ta

b
b

in
g

 m
e

 w
ith

 th
o

s
e

 p
o

is
o

n
e

d
 k

n
ive

s
, I'm

 n
o

t g
o

in
g

 to
 le

t h
im

 

g
e

t in
 m

y w
a

y
. I've

 b
e

e
n

 fa
n

ta
s
is

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t th
is

 fo
r s

o
 lo

n
g

. I e
ve

n
 

b
o

u
g

h
t a

 p
e

n
s
ie

ve
, ju

s
t s

o
 I c

o
u

ld
 w

a
tc

h
 yo

u
 k

n
e

e
lin

g
 in

 fro
n

t o
f 

m
e

 a
n

d
 u

n
b

u
tto

n
in

g
 m

y
 tro

u
s
e

rs
 a

s
 m

a
n

y
 tim

e
s a

s
 I w

a
n

te
d

." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 s
h

a
k

in
g

 if s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 m

o
ve

. S
h

e
 

d
id

n
't k

n
o

w
 w

h
a

t M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 w

a
s
 ta

lk
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t, b

u
t s

h
e

 re
c
o

g
n

ize
d

 

th
e

 s
o

u
n

d
 o

f c
ru

e
l a

n
d

 o
b

s
e

s
s
ive

 re
ve

n
g

e
 in

 h
is

 to
n

e
. H

e
 s

m
ile

d
 a

t 

h
e

r a
n

d
 p

la
c
e

d
 th

e
 tip

 o
f h

is
 w

a
n

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r fo

re
h

e
a

d
. 

"W
e

 d
o

n
't w

a
n

t M
a

lfo
y to

 c
o

m
e

 in
te

rru
p

t o
u

r fu
n

 n
o

w
, d

o
 w

e
?
 

C
o

n
fu

n
d

o
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 
m

in
d

 
b

lu
rre

d
 
a

s
 
th

e
 
im

m
o

b
ilis

in
g

 
h

e
x 

w
a

s
 
re

-

m
o

ve
d

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 c
o

lla
p

s
e

d
 in

to
 h

is
 w

a
itin

g
 a

rm
s
. 
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 T
h

e
 s

o
u

n
d

 o
f h

e
r p

a
n

ic
k

e
d

 b
re

a
th

in
g

 c
u

t th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 s

u
rre

a
l 

re
a

lis
a

tio
n

 th
a

t A
s
to

ria
 M

a
lfo

y's
 fa

c
e

 m
ig

h
t b

e
 th

e
 la

s
t th

in
g

 s
h

e
 

e
ve

r s
a

w
. S

h
e

 h
e

a
rd

 h
e

r o
w

n
 s

tra
n

g
le

d
 s

c
re

a
m

 a
s
 s

h
e

 fe
lt s

o
m

e
-

th
in

g
 in

 h
e

r e
ye

 g
ive

 a
n

d
 h

e
r vis

io
n

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 o
n

e
 s

id
e

d
. 

S
u

d
d

e
n

ly th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 c
ra

c
k

in
g

 s
o

u
n

d
 in

 th
e

 d
is

ta
n

c
e

 s
o

 a
b

ru
p

t 

th
a

t th
e

 M
a

n
o

r tre
m

b
le

d
. A

s
to

ria
 je

rk
e

d
 w

ith
 s

u
rp

ris
e

 b
u

t d
id

n
't 

s
to

p
. "E

xp
e

llia
rm

u
s
!" M

a
lfo

y
 s

n
a

rle
d

 a
s
 h

e
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 fro
m

 th
in

 a
ir. 

T
h

e
 w

a
n

d
 d

ig
g

in
g

 in
to

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 e

ye
 va

n
is

h
e

d
 a

n
d

 A
s
to

ria
 

w
a

s
 flu

n
g

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 s

tru
c
k

 th
e

 w
a

ll w
ith

 a
 s

ic
k

e
n

in
g

 

c
ru

n
c
h

 b
e

fo
re

 fa
llin

g
 to

 th
e

 flo
o

r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
m

a
in

e
d

 fro
ze

n
 in

 p
la

c
e

 w
ith

 o
p

e
n

 e
ye

s
, s

o
b

b
in

g
 

h
y
s
te

ric
a

lly a
n

d
 im

m
o

b
ilis

e
d

 w
h

e
re

 A
s
to

ria
 h

a
d

 le
ft h

e
r. 

M
a

lfo
y s

w
e

p
t in

 fro
n

t o
f H

e
rm

io
n

e
, c

o
u

n
te

rin
g

 th
e

 im
m

o
b

ilis
a

-

tio
n

 h
e

x. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
ro

p
p

e
d

 to
 th

e
 flo

o
r. M

a
lfo

y k
n

e
lt d

o
w

n
 in

 fro
n

t 

o
f h

e
r a

n
d

 tilte
d

 h
e

r fa
c
e

 u
p

 to
w

a
rd

 h
is

. H
is

 fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 p

a
le

, fro
ze

n
 

a
n

d
 h

is
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 g

re
w

 h
o

rrifie
d

 w
h

e
n

 h
e

 s
a

w
 h

e
r fa

c
e

. 

H
e

 c
a

s
t a

 d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 s
p

e
ll o

n
 h

e
r. A

fte
r a

 m
in

u
te

 h
e

 s
w

a
llo

w
e

d
 

a
n

d
 to

o
k

 s
e

ve
ra

l d
e

e
p

 b
re

a
th

s
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 tryin

g
 to

 s
te

a
d

y 

h
im

s
e

lf. 

"Y
o

u
 e

ye
 is

 h
a

lf p
u

lle
d

 o
u

t o
f th

e
 s

o
c
k

e
t a

n
d

 yo
u

 h
a

ve
 a

 d
e

e
p

 

p
u

n
c
tu

re
 in

 th
e

 w
h

ite
," h

e
 s

a
id

 a
t la

s
t. "W

h
a

t a
re

 th
e

 s
p

e
lls

 to
 fix 

it?
" 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
 d

a
ze

d
ly. C

ryin
g

. H
e

r fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 tw

is
te

d
 

a
s
 s

h
e

 s
h

o
o

k
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

is
 h

a
n

d
 a

n
d

 fe
lt h

e
r te

a
rs

 c
o

lle
c
tin

g
 a

g
a

in
s
t 

h
is

 fin
g

e
rs

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

 h
im

 th
ro

u
g

h
 o

n
e

 e
ye

 b
u

t th
e

re
 w

a
s
 ju

s
t 

a
 d

a
rk

 b
lu

r o
n

 h
e

r le
ft s

id
e

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't s
to

p
 c

ryin
g

 a
n

d
 s

h
u

d
d

e
rin

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 u
p

 a
t 

M
a

lfo
y. 

S
h

e
 k

n
e

w
 s

h
e

 s
h

o
u

ld
 k

n
o

w
 th

e
 a

n
s
w

e
r to

 h
is

 q
u

e
stio

n
 b

u
t s

h
e

 

c
o

u
ld

n
't re

m
e

m
b

e
r. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 ju
s
t fe

e
l th

e
 s

p
o

t w
h

e
re

 A
s
to

ria
's 

w
a

n
d

 h
a

d
 p

u
n

c
tu

re
d

 h
e

r e
ye

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't s
e

e
... 

M
a

lfo
y in

h
a

le
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly a
n

d
 h

is
 e

x
p

re
s
s
io

n
 h

a
rd

e
n

e
d

 a
s
 h

e
 

s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r m

o
re

 in
te

n
tly. 

"I n
e

e
d

 yo
u

 to
 c

a
lm

 d
o

w
n

 s
o

 yo
u

 c
a

n
 te

ll m
e

 h
o

w
 to

 fix
 it," 

M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

. T
h

e
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

 w
a

s
 h

e
a

vy
 in

 h
is

 to
n

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
c
h

o
k

e
d

 
d

o
w

n
 

a
 

s
o

b
 

a
n

d
 

trie
d

 
to

 
b

re
a

th
e

. 
S

h
e

 

w
a

n
te

d
 to

 c
lo

s
e

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 b

u
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't, b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 A
s
to

ria
 h

a
d

 

trie
d

 to
 p

u
ll o

n
e

 o
f th

e
m

 o
u

t. 

S
h

e
 g

a
s
p

e
d

 ra
g

g
e

d
ly

 s
e

ve
ra

l tim
e

s
 tryin

g
 to

 c
o

m
p

o
s
e

 h
e

rs
e

lf. 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf lo

o
k

 d
o

w
n

 a
t th

e
 d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

 re
a

d
in

g
 s

till 

vis
ib

le
 o

n
 M

a
lfo

y
's

 w
a

n
d

. 
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 " W
h

y d
o

 th
e

y c
a

re
 a

b
o

u
t yo

u
?

" A
s
to

ria
 d

e
m

a
n

d
e

d
, s

te
p

p
in

g
 

to
w

a
rd

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
n

d
 d

ig
g

in
g

 h
e

r w
a

n
d

 s
h

a
rp

ly in
to

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 

th
ro

a
t. "W

h
a

t's
 s

o
 s

p
e

c
ia

l a
b

o
u

t yo
u

 th
a

t D
ra

c
o

 w
o

u
ld

 m
o

ve
 h

e
re

, 

in
to

 th
is

 h
o

u
s
e

 th
a

t h
e

 c
le

a
rly

 h
a

te
s
?

 T
h

a
t G

ra
h

a
m

 w
o

u
ld

 s
p

e
n

d
 

m
o

n
th

s
 u

s
in

g
 m

e
 to

 g
e

t to
 yo

u
?

 W
h

y
 d

o
e

s
 a

n
yo

n
e

 c
a

re
 a

b
o

u
t a

 

M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
?

 W
h

y d
o

e
s
 e

ve
ryo

n
e

 th
in

k
 yo

u
're

 s
o

 im
p

o
rta

n
t?

" 

T
h

e
 g

lin
t in

 A
s
to

ria
's

 e
ye

s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 g
la

re
d

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
 

m
a

n
ic

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

rte
d

 to
 o

p
e

n
 h

e
r m

o
u

th
 a

n
d

 A
s
to

ria
 s

la
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r 

s
h

a
rp

ly a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 fa

c
e

. 

"I d
o

n
't w

a
n

t to
 h

e
a

r yo
u

r e
xp

la
n

a
tio

n
s
!" A

s
to

ria
 s

n
a

rle
d

. "I 

w
a

rn
e

d
 y

o
u

. I to
ld

 yo
u

 n
o

t to
 c

a
u

s
e

 p
ro

b
le

m
s
 fo

r m
e

." 

A
s
to

ria
 a

b
ru

p
tly

 ja
b

b
e

d
 h

e
r w

a
n

d
 u

p
 in

to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 fa
c
e

 to
-

w
a

rd
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 c
h

e
s
t c

o
n

s
tric

te
d

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 je
rk

e
d

 h
e

r 

fa
c
e

 a
w

a
y
. 

"Y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
," A

s
to

ria
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 tre
m

b
lin

g
, liltin

g
 to

n
e

, g
ra

b
b

in
g

 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
y th

e
 c

h
in

. "M
a

rc
u

s
 s

a
y
s
 h

e
 c

a
n

 b
a

re
ly s

ta
n

d
 to

 lo
o

k
 a

t 

h
is

 s
u

rro
g

a
te

, b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 th
e

 h
o

le
 in

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 m
a

k
e

s
 h

e
r a

 h
o

rro
r. 

M
a

yb
e

 D
ra

c
o

 w
o

u
ld

 s
p

e
n

d
 le

s
s
 tim

e
 o

b
s
e

s
s
in

g
 o

ve
r yo

u
 if yo

u
 h

a
d

 

tw
o

." H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
tu

m
b

le
d

 b
a

c
k

. 

"S
ta

y
 s

till," A
s
to

ria
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fro
ze

 a
n

d
 A

s
to

ria
 d

re
w

 c
lo

s
e

 a
g

a
in

. 

M
a

lfo
y
 w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

e
. M

a
lfo

y
 w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

e
. M

a
lfo

y
 w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

e
. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 in

 R
o

m
a

n
ia

. 

A
s
to

ria
 g

ra
b

b
e

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 b

y
 th

e
 c

h
in

 o
n

c
e

 a
g

a
in

. 

"O
p

e
n

 yo
u

r e
ye

s
 w

id
e

, M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
," A

s
to

ria
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l h
e

rs
e

lf s
ta

rt s
h

a
k

in
g

 a
s
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 w

id
-

e
n

e
d

. "P
le

a
s
e

...d
o

n
't!" 

"S
h

u
t u

p
," A

s
to

ria
 s

a
id

 c
o

ld
ly

 a
s
 s

h
e

 p
u

lle
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 fa

c
e

 

c
lo

s
e

r. A
s
to

ria
 p

re
s
s
e

d
 th

e
 tip

 o
f h

e
r w

a
n

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t th

e
 o

u
te

r c
o

rn
e

r 

o
f H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 le
ft e

ye
; d

ig
g

in
g

 th
e

 tip
 b

a
c
k

 in
to

 th
e

 s
o

c
k

e
t. S

h
e

 

s
n

e
e

re
d

 in
to

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 fa

c
e

. "I h
o

p
e

 I'm
 th

e
re

 w
h

e
n

 D
ra

c
o

 s
e

e
s
 

yo
u

 n
e

xt. E
ve

n
 if h

e
 k

ills
 m

e
, th

e
 sa

tis
fa

c
tio

n
 w

ill b
e

 w
e

ll w
o

rth
 it." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 trie
d

 to
 te

a
r h

e
r fa

c
e

 a
w

a
y a

n
d

 A
s
to

ria
 w

ith
d

re
w

 h
e

r 

w
a

n
d

 m
o

m
e

n
ta

rily
 to

 im
m

o
b

ilis
e

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
ith

 a
 q

u
ic

k
 h

e
x, fre

e
z-

in
g

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 in
 p

la
c
e

 b
e

fo
re

 s
ta

b
b

in
g

 h
e

r w
a

n
d

 ro
u

g
h

ly in
to

 th
e

 

s
id

e
 o

f H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 e

y
e

 a
g

a
in

. 

T
h

e
 p

a
in

 in
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 e
ye

 w
a

s
 in

c
re

a
s
in

g
, s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l th
a

t 

h
e

r e
ye

b
a

ll w
a

s
 o

n
 th

e
 ve

rg
e

 o
f b

e
in

g
 p

u
lle

d
 fro

m
 h

e
r s

o
c
k

e
t. H

e
r 

w
h

o
le

 b
o

d
y w

a
s
 s

h
a

k
in

g
 a

n
d

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't m
o

ve
. 
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 "B

u
t th

e
n

 y
o

u
 c

a
m

e
 a

lo
n

g
." A

s
to

ria
's

 v
o

ic
e

 sh
o

o
k

 w
ith

 re
s
e

n
t-

m
e

n
t. "A

n
d

 th
e

n
 h

e
 m

o
ve

d
 in

 a
n

d
 h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 th

e
 e

n
tire

 e
s
ta

te
 u

p
-

s
id

e
 d

o
w

n
 in

 o
rd

e
r to

 w
a

rd
 it a

n
d

 m
a

k
e

 s
u

re
 it w

a
s
 s

a
fe

. T
o

o
k

 yo
u

 

fo
r w

a
lk

s
 a

n
d

 g
a

v
e

 yo
u

 a
 to

u
r o

f th
e

 h
o

u
s
e

." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

rte
d

 to
 o

p
e

n
 h

e
r m

o
u

th
 to

 p
o

in
t o

u
t th

a
t M

a
lfo

y 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 o

rd
e

re
d

 to
 d

o
 a

ll th
o

s
e

 th
in

g
s
. 

"S
h

u
t u

p
! I d

o
n

't w
a

n
t to

 h
e

a
r fro

m
 yo

u
," A

s
to

ria
 s

a
id

 s
h

a
rp

ly, 

b
a

rin
g

 h
e

r te
e

th
. 

T
h

e
 n

e
w

sp
a

p
e

r w
a

s
 c

ru
m

p
lin

g
 in

 A
s
to

ria
's

 c
le

n
c
h

e
d

 fis
t a

n
d

 

s
m

o
ld

e
rin

g
 fa

in
tly

. 

"A
n

d
 th

e
n

 G
ra

h
a

m
 s

ta
rte

d
 p

a
y
in

g
 a

tte
n

tio
n

 to
 m

e
," A

s
to

ria
 

s
a

id
, h

e
r vo

ic
e

 tre
m

b
le

d
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 w

e
re

 h
o

ld
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 te
a

rs
. 

"H
e

 w
a

s
 s

o
 s

ym
p

a
th

e
tic

 a
n

d
 k

e
p

t m
e

 c
o

m
p

a
n

y
 a

t a
ll th

e
 e

ve
n

ts
 

th
a

t D
ra

c
o

 n
e

ve
r s

h
o

w
e

d
 fo

r. H
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 s
e

e
 e

ve
ry

th
in

g
 I h

a
d

 

d
o

n
e

 a
n

d
 h

e
 n

o
tic

e
d

 a
ll th

e
 th

in
g

s
 I'd

 d
o

n
e

 to
 im

p
re

s
s
 D

ra
c
o

. H
e

 

w
a

n
te

d
 m

e
 to

 s
h

o
w

 h
im

 a
ll a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r to
 s

e
e

 h
o

w
 I'd

 d
e

c
o

-

ra
te

d
 it. H

e
 h

a
d

 th
e

 id
e

a
 o

f a
 N

e
w

 Y
e

a
r's

 P
a

rty h
e

re
 a

t th
e

 M
a

n
o

r. 

A
n

d
 d

in
n

e
r p

a
rtie

s
. A

n
d

 e
ve

n
 a

n
 e

q
u

in
o

x p
a

rty
 o

n
 th

e
 ve

ra
n

d
a

 o
f 

th
e

 N
o

rth
 
W

in
g

. H
e

 w
a

s
 ve

ry 
s
p

e
c
ific

 
a

b
o

u
t it b

e
in

g
 th

e
 N

o
rth

 

W
in

g
..." 

A
s
to

ria
's

 vo
ic

e
 tra

ile
d

 o
ff a

n
d

 s
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 o

u
t th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

 fo
r 

s
e

ve
ra

l s
e

c
o

n
d

s
. 

"W
h

e
n

 I h
e

a
rd

 D
ra

c
o

 h
a

d
 k

ille
d

 G
ra

h
a

m
 I th

o
u

g
h

t 'D
ra

c
o

 h
a

s
 

fin
a

lly 
n

o
tic

e
d

, 
h

e
 

w
a

s
 

ju
s
t 

b
u

s
y 

b
e

fo
re

.' 
B

u
t 

th
e

n
," 

A
s
to

ria
 

tw
itc

h
e

d
, "it c

ro
s
s
e

d
 m

y m
in

d
—

G
ra

h
a

m
 firs

t a
p

p
ro

a
c
h

e
d

 m
e

 th
e

 

w
e

e
k

 a
fte

r th
e

 D
a

ily P
ro

p
h

e
t w

ro
te

 th
a

t vile
 a

rtic
le

 a
b

o
u

t yo
u

 liv
in

g
 

h
e

re
. H

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 s
o

 b
a

d
ly

 to
 c

o
m

e
 to

 th
is

 e
s
ta

te
 ra

th
e

r th
a

n
 g

o
 to

 

a
 h

o
te

l o
r h

is
 to

w
n

h
o

u
s
e

. H
e

 w
a

s
 q

u
ite

 in
s
is

te
n

t. H
e

 h
a

d
 to

 s
e

e
 th

e
 

e
s
ta

te
, th

e
 m

a
n

o
r. A

ll th
e

 ro
o

m
s
, e

ve
n

 if w
e

 h
a

d
 to

 b
re

a
k

 th
ro

u
g

h
 

w
a

rd
s
 to

 g
e

t in
. T

h
e

n
 it c

ro
s
s
e

d
 m

y m
in

d
 h

o
w

 G
ra

h
a

m
 
a

lw
a

ys
 

te
n

d
e

d
 to

 d
is

a
p

p
e

a
r; d

u
rin

g
 N

e
w

 Y
e

a
r's

, a
n

d
 th

e
 d

in
n

e
r p

a
rtie

s
, 

a
n

d
 th

e
 g

a
rd

e
n

 p
a

rty. H
e

 w
a

s
 a

lw
a

y
s
... d

is
a

p
p

e
a

rin
g

." 

A
s
to

ria
 fe

ll s
ile

n
t fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l s
e

c
o

n
d

s
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

rin
g

e
d

, u
n

a
-

b
le

 to
 s

p
e

a
k

; u
n

a
b

le
 to

 c
la

rify. S
h

e
 d

id
n

't k
n

o
w

 th
a

t it w
o

u
ld

 m
a

k
e

 

a
n

y
 d

iffe
re

n
c
e

 e
ve

n
 if sh

e
 c

o
u

ld
. 

"It w
a

s
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 o
f yo

u
," A

s
to

ria
 s

a
id

 a
t la

s
t. "G

ra
h

a
m

 c
a

m
e

 

h
e

re
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 o
f yo

u
. D

ra
c
o

 k
ille

d
 h

im
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 o
f yo

u
. G

ra
h

a
m

 w
a

s
 

ju
s
t u

s
in

g
 m

e
! H

e
 w

a
s
 u

s
in

g
 m

e
 to

 g
e

t to
 yo

u
!" 

A
s
to

ria
 flu

n
g

 th
e

 n
e

w
sp

a
p

e
r o

n
 th

e
 flo

o
r. T

h
e

 p
a

g
e

s
 s

p
ra

ye
d

 

o
u

t o
n

 th
e

 w
o

o
d

 flo
o

r, s
h

o
w

in
g

 M
a

lfo
y
 c

o
ld

ly m
u

rd
e

rin
g

 G
ra

h
a

m
 

M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 in

 a
 c

o
n

tin
u

o
u

s
, b

la
c
k

 a
n

d
 w

h
ite

 lo
o

p
. 

D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y
 P

u
b

lic
ly K

ills
 F

e
llo

w
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

r! 
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anacled 

 S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

 h
e

a
le

r. S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 h

a
d

 a
n

 in
ju

re
d

 e
ye

. S
h

e
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 

to
 w

o
rk

 e
ffic

ie
n

tly if s
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 try to

 p
re

s
e

rve
 th

e
ir s

ig
h

t. 

"F
o

r a
 p

u
n

c
tu

re
d

 s
c
le

ra
," s

h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 w

o
b

b
lin

g
 vo

ic
e

, c
a

s
tin

g
 

h
e

r m
in

d
 b

a
c
k

 tryin
g

 to
 re

c
a

ll a
s
 s

h
e

 a
n

a
lyze

d
 th

e
 re

a
d

in
g

. M
a

lfo
y 

h
a

d
 p

e
rfo

rm
e

d
 a

 d
e

ta
ile

d
 d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

 o
n

 h
e

r a
n

d
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
e

e
 th

a
t 

th
e

 d
a

m
a

g
e

 w
a

s
 e

xte
n

sive
. "S

c
le

ra
 S

a
n

e
n

tu
r. Y

o
u

 h
a

ve
 to

 s
a

y
 it 

rh
yth

m
ic

a
lly, a

lm
o

s
t s

in
g

in
g

 it. A
n

d
 tra

c
e

 th
e

 tip
 o

f y
o

u
r w

a
n

d
 o

ve
r 

th
e

 p
u

n
c
tu

re
." 

M
a

lfo
y re

p
e

a
te

d
 th

e
 in

fle
c
tio

n
 a

n
d

 rh
yth

m
 a

n
d

 s
h

e
 g

a
ve

 a
 

s
h

o
rt n

o
d

. H
e

 p
ro

c
e

e
d

e
d

 to
 p

e
rfo

rm
 it o

n
 h

e
r e

ye
. S

h
e

 w
h

im
p

e
re

d
 

q
u

ie
tly a

s
 s

h
e

 fe
lt it p

u
n

c
tu

re
 b

e
g

in
 to

 re
p

a
ir its

e
lf. 

"A
n

d
 th

e
n

—
fo

r a
—

a
 lu

xa
te

d
 le

ft e
ye

," s
h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 vo
ic

e
 th

a
t 

w
a

s
 c

a
lm

e
r th

a
n

 s
h

e
 fe

lt. "It's
 o

c
u

lu
s
 s

in
is

te
r re

tre
h

o
. A

n
d

 th
e

 w
a

n
d

 

m
o

ve
m

e
n

t—
 " 

S
h

e
 c

a
u

tio
u

s
ly, h

a
lf-b

lin
d

ly re
a

c
h

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 M
a

lfo
y's

 le
ft h

a
n

d
 

a
n

d
, w

h
e

n
 h

e
 d

id
n

't je
rk

 a
w

a
y fro

m
 h

e
r, s

h
e

 c
lo

s
e

d
 h

e
r fin

g
e

rs
 o

ve
r 

h
is

 a
n

d
 d

e
m

o
n

s
tra

te
d

 th
e

 d
e

lic
a

te
 sp

ira
lin

g
 m

o
tio

n
. 

"D
o

n
't d

o
 it to

o
 q

u
ic

k
ly

 o
r y

o
u

'll o
ve

r re
tra

c
t," s

h
e

 a
d

d
e

d
. 

M
a

lfo
y n

o
d

d
e

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

e
r e

ye
 s

lid
e

 b
a

c
k

 in
to

 p
la

c
e

 in
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
. T

h
e

 

d
a

rk
 b

lu
r w

a
s
 s

lig
h

tly b
rig

h
te

r b
u

t it s
till w

a
s
 lik

e
 sta

rin
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 a

 

h
e

a
vily fo

g
g

e
d

 w
in

d
o

w
. 

M
a

lfo
y c

a
s
t a

 n
e

w
 d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

. 

"H
-h

o
w

 m
u

c
h

 c
a

n
 y

o
u

 s
e

e
?
" h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 tiltin
g

 h
e

r fa
c
e

 u
p

 to
-

w
a

rd
 h

is
 a

g
a

in
, h

is
 fin

g
e

rtip
s
 p

re
ss

in
g

 lig
h

tly
 a

lo
n

g
 h

e
r ja

w
. 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 a
t h

im
 a

n
d

 c
o

ve
re

d
 h

e
r rig

h
t e

ye
 w

ith
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
. 

H
is

 fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 o

n
ly a

 fe
w

 in
c
h

e
s
 a

w
a

y fro
m

 h
e

rs
. 

"Y
o

u
're

 b
lo

n
d

. I th
in

k
—

I c
a

n
 te

ll th
a

t y
o

u
're

 b
lo

n
d

 a
n

d
 if I try I 

c
a

n
 m

a
k

e
 o

u
t yo

u
r e

ye
s
 a

n
d

 m
o

u
th

 a
 little

—
" H

e
r vo

ic
e

 c
u

t o
ff in

 a
 

w
h

im
p

e
r a

n
d

 s
h

e
 c

h
o

k
e

d
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
ta

rte
d

 c
ryin

g
 a

g
a

in
. H

e
r h

a
n

d
 s

lid
 

a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 h

e
r rig

h
t e

ye
 a

n
d

 s
h

e
 c

la
m

p
e

d
 it o

ve
r h

e
r m

o
u

th
 a

s
 s

h
e

 

fo
u

g
h

t n
o

t to
 s

o
b

. 

"W
h

a
t e

ls
e

 d
o

 I n
e

e
d

 to
 d

o
?

 H
o

w
 d

o
 I fix

 it?
" h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

. 

"D
itta

n
y
," s

h
e

 s
a

id
. "E

s
s
e

n
c
e

 o
f D

itta
n

y
, m

ig
h

t b
e

 a
b

le
 to

 re
-

p
a

ir th
e

 re
s
t o

f th
e

 d
a

m
a

g
e

. B
u

t it's
 ra

re
. It m

ig
h

t b
e

 h
a

rd
 to

 o
b

-

ta
in

—
in

 tim
e

." 

"T
o

p
s
y
!" 

T
h

e
 e

lf in
s
ta

n
tly

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
. 

"B
rin

g
 m

e
 E

s
s
e

n
c
e

 o
f D

itta
n

y
." 

T
h

e
 h

o
u

s
e

-e
lf va

n
is

h
e

d
 a

g
a

in
. 

M
a

lfo
y's

 h
a

n
d

s
 re

m
a

in
e

d
 o

n
 h

e
r fa

c
e

 u
n

til h
e

r s
o

b
s
 e

a
s
e

d
 

a
g

a
in

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 h
e

 s
lo

w
ly

 d
re

w
 th

e
m

 a
w

a
y
. 

"W
a

it h
e

re
. I n

e
e

d
 to

 d
e

a
l w

ith
 A

s
to

ria
 n

o
w

," M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

. 
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 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 n

o
d

d
e

d
 a

n
d

 w
ip

e
d

 h
e

r fa
c
e

, fin
d

in
g

 th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 

c
ryin

g
 b

lo
o

d
. S

h
e

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 a
s
 M

a
lfo

y s
tro

d
e

 o
ve

r, le
vita

te
d

 h
is

 w
ife

 

u
p

 o
ff th

e
 flo

o
r a

n
d

 d
ro

p
p

e
d

 h
e

r in
to

 th
e

 c
h

a
ir b

e
fo

re
 p

e
rfo

rm
in

g
 a

 

d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 
c
h

a
rm

 
o

n
 

h
e

r. 
T
h

e
 

im
b

a
la

n
c
e

 
in

 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 
vis

io
n

 

m
a

d
e

 it h
a

rd
 to

 s
e

e
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 s

e
e

 th
e

 re
a

d
in

g
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 

ro
o

m
. S

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t A

s
to

ria
 h

a
d

 s
e

ve
ra

l c
ra

c
k

e
d

 rib
s
 a

n
d

 a
 c

o
n

c
u

s
-

s
io

n
. M

a
lfo

y 
h

e
a

le
d

 
th

e
 
fra

c
tu

re
s
 
w

ith
 
p

ra
c
tic

e
d

 
e

a
s
e

 
a

n
d

 
th

e
n

 

s
ta

re
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t A

s
to

ria
 fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
 b

e
fo

re
 fin

a
lly re

n
n

e
rva

t-

in
g

 h
e

r. 
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anacled 

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
ro

s
s
e

d
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 re
lu

c
ta

n
tly u

n
til s

h
e

 s
to

o
d

 o
n

ly a
 

fo
o

t a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 A

s
to

ria
. H

e
r h

e
a

rt w
a

s
 p

o
u

n
d

in
g

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 a

 

s
tro

n
g

 s
e

n
s
e

 th
a

t th
e

 c
o

n
v
e

rs
a

tio
n

 th
e

y w
e

re
 a

b
o

u
t to

 h
a

ve
 w

a
s 

g
o

in
g

 to
 e

n
d

 b
a

d
ly. 

A
s
to

ria
 w

a
s
 p

a
le

. B
rittle

. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 im

p
e

c
c
a

b
ly d

re
s
s
e

d
 a

n
d

 

g
ro

o
m

e
d

, b
u

t th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 s
e

n
s
e

 o
f u

n
ra

v
e

lin
g

 a
b

o
u

t h
e

r. T
h

e
 e

a
r-

rin
g

s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 w

e
a

rin
g

 w
e

re
 tre

m
b

lin
g

 fa
in

tly a
n

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 w

e
re

 

n
a

rro
w

e
d

 in
to

 s
lits

 a
s
 s

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

"I k
n

o
w

 yo
u

 s
n

o
o

p
. H

a
v
e

 y
o

u
 s

e
e

n
 th

is
 s

to
ry?

" A
s
to

ria
 s

a
id

, 

liftin
g

 th
e

 n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
r u

p
 s

o
 th

a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e

 th
e

 p
ic

tu
re

 o
n

 

th
e

 fro
n

t p
a

g
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 to

o
 d

e
p

re
s
s
e

d
 to

 e
ve

n
 lo

o
k

 a
t th

e
 D

a
ily 

P
ro

p
h

e
t s

in
c
e

 th
e

 e
q

u
in

o
x. H

e
r g

a
ze

 d
ro

p
p

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 to
 s

tu
d

y th
e

 

p
h

o
to

 a
n

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 w

id
e

n
e

d
. 

O
n

 th
e

 c
o

ve
r o

f th
e

 D
a

ily
 P

ro
p

h
e

t w
a

s
 a

 p
ic

tu
re

 o
f M

a
lfo

y 

c
a

lm
ly d

is
e

m
b

o
w

e
lin

g
 G

ra
h

a
m

 M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 in

 th
e

 m
id

d
le

 o
f th

e
 S

t 

M
u

n
g

o
's

 w
a

itin
g

 ro
o

m
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
o

n
ly 

c
o

u
ld

 
s
ta

re
 

fo
r 

a
 

m
o

m
e

n
t 

b
e

fo
re

 
A

s
to

ria
 

tw
itc

h
e

d
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
 a

n
d

 fo
ld

e
d

 th
e

 n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
r in

 h
a

lf. 

"I h
a

v
e

 to
 a

d
m

it," A
s
to

ria
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 vo
ic

e
 o

f u
n

n
a

tu
ra

l s
o

u
n

d
in

g
 

c
a

lm
. "W

h
e

n
 I firs

t h
e

a
rd

 th
e

 n
e

w
s
 th

a
t D

ra
c
o

 h
a

d
 p

u
b

lic
ly k

ille
d

 

G
ra

h
a

m
, I th

o
u

g
h

t 'h
e

's
 fin

a
lly n

o
tic

e
d

.'" 

A
s
to

ria
's

 lip
s
 tw

itc
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
w

a
y fro

m
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

"I trie
d

 to
 b

e
 th

e
 p

e
rfe

c
t w

ife
 w

h
e

n
 I w

a
s
 c

h
o

s
e

n
," A

s
to

ria
 s

a
id

. 

"D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y's

 w
ife

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 re

a
lly

 n
o

th
in

g
 to

 c
o

m
p

a
re

 it to
. T

h
e

 

m
o

s
t p

o
w

e
rfu

l g
e

n
e

ra
l in

 th
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

's
 a

rm
y. A

ll th
e

 o
th

e
r g

irls
 

w
e

re
 s

o
 je

a
lo

u
s
. O

f c
o

u
rs

e
 it w

a
s
 a

rra
n

g
e

d
, b

u
t I th

o
u

g
h

t h
e

'd
 e

ve
n

-

tu
a

lly
 re

a
lis

e
 th

a
t I w

a
s
 rig

h
t fo

r h
im

. T
h

a
t I w

a
s
 a

 g
o

o
d

 w
ife

. I d
id

 

e
ve

ryth
in

g
. I jo

in
e

d
 e

ve
ry b

o
a

rd
, e

ve
ry

 c
h

a
rity

. I w
a

s
 th

e
 p

e
rfe

c
t 

w
ife

. I w
a

s
 p

e
rfe

c
t. B

u
t h

e
 n

e
ve

r c
a

re
d

." 

A
s
to

ria
 s

h
ru

g
g

e
d

 a
n

d
 g

e
s
tu

re
d

 c
a

re
le

s
s
ly w

ith
 h

e
r w

a
n

d
 h

a
n

d
. 

H
e

r n
a

ils
 w

e
re

 p
a

in
te

d
 s

ilve
r a

n
d

 c
a

u
g

h
t in

 th
e

 lig
h

t. 

"P
e

o
p

le
 d

o
n

't k
n

o
w

, b
u

t h
e

 d
id

n
't e

ve
n

 live
 h

e
re

. W
e

 g
o

t m
a

r-

rie
d

 a
n

d
 h

e
—

h
e

 ju
s
t le

ft m
e

 h
e

re
 in

 th
is

 h
o

u
s
e

. N
e

ve
r s

o
 m

u
c
h

 a
s 

g
a

v
e

 m
e

 a
 to

u
r o

f m
a

n
o

r. O
n

 o
u

r w
e

d
d

in
g

 d
a

y
 h

e
 b

ro
u

g
h

t m
e

 h
e

re
 

a
n

d
 le

ft m
e

 in
 th

e
 fo

ye
r; d

id
n

't b
o

th
e

r to
 c

o
n

s
u

m
m

a
te

 it u
n

til I w
a

s
 

s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 to

 b
e

 fe
rtile

. A
n

d
 th

e
n

—
o

n
c
e

 th
e

 h
e

a
le

rs
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
d

 I 

w
a

s
 b

a
rre

n
—

D
ra

c
o

 d
id

n
't c

o
m

e
 h

e
re

 a
t a

ll. H
e

 ju
s
t—

d
is

a
p

p
e

a
re

d
. I 

n
e

ve
r k

n
e

w
 w

h
e

re
 h

e
 w

a
s
. I c

o
u

ld
n

't c
o

n
ta

c
t h

im
. I th

o
u

g
h

t m
a

yb
e

 

I c
o

u
ld

 g
e

t h
is

 a
tte

n
tio

n
 if I m

a
d

e
 h

im
 je

a
lo

u
s
 b

u
t h

e
 n

e
ve

r c
a

re
d

 

w
h

a
t I d

id
. E

ve
n

tu
a

lly
—

I  a
c
c
e

p
te

d
 th

a
t w

a
s
 h

o
w

 h
e

 w
a

s
." 

T
h

e
 b

itte
rn

e
s
s
 o

f A
s
to

ria
's

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 tw

is
te

d
 h

e
r fa

c
e

 in
to

 

s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 b

o
th

 u
g

ly a
n

d
 te

rrifyin
g

. 
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 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fe

lt a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't b
re

a
th

e
. H

e
r c

h
e

s
t a

n
d

 

th
ro

a
t fe

lt c
o

m
p

re
ss

e
d

, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 s
ta

rte
d

 s
h

a
k

in
g

 a
s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 

c
ry. 

H
e

r o
d

d
s
 o

f e
s
c
a

p
in

g
 a

lre
a

d
y fe

lt in
fin

ite
sim

a
lly s

m
a

ll. O
n

c
e

 

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 p

re
g

n
a

n
t th

e
y w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 p

ra
c
tic

a
lly

 n
o

n
-e

x
is

te
n

t a
n

d
 w

o
u

ld
 

o
n

ly g
ro

w
 s

m
a

lle
r w

ith
 e

ve
ry p

ro
g

re
ss

in
g

 d
a

y
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't e
ve

n
 w

a
lk

 a
c
ro

s
s
 a

 fie
ld

 o
r a

lo
n

g
 a

n
 o

p
e

n
 ro

a
d

 

a
s
 it w

a
s
. A

n
 e

sc
a

p
e

 w
ith

 th
e

 a
d

d
itio

n
a

l a
n

d
 e

vo
lvin

g
 c

h
a

lle
n

g
e

s 

th
a

t a
 p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y
 w

o
u

ld
 p

re
s
e

n
t w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 im

p
o

s
s
ib

le
. 

O
n

c
e

 s
h

e
 g

a
v
e

 b
irth

, M
a

lfo
y w

o
u

ld
 te

a
r th

e
 c

h
ild

 o
u

t fro
m

 h
e

r 

a
rm

s
 (a

s
s
u

m
in

g
 h

e
 e

ve
n

 le
t h

e
r h

o
ld

 it), th
e

n
 h

e
'd

 ta
k

e
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 

to
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt a

n
d

 k
ill h

e
r a

n
d

 s
h

e
'd

 b
e

e
n

 e
a

te
n

 b
y V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt's

 vile
 

p
yth

o
n

s
 a

n
d

 h
e

r b
a

b
y w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 le

ft a
lo

n
e

 in
 M

a
lfo

y's
 h

o
rrib

le
 h

o
u

s
e

 

to
 b

e
 ra

is
e

d
 b

y h
im

 a
n

d
 h

is
 h

o
rrib

le
 w

ife
... 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 c

h
e

s
t h

e
a

v
e

d
 a

n
d

 b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

to
p

 h
e

rs
e

lf 

s
h

e
 b

e
g

a
n

 s
o

b
b

in
g

 s
o

 vio
le

n
tly s

h
e

 c
h

o
k

e
d

. 

E
ve

n
 if s

h
e

 d
id

 e
s
c
a

p
e

 M
a

lfo
y w

o
u

ld
 n

e
ve

r s
to

p
 lo

o
k

in
g

 fo
r h

e
r. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 w

a
y
 to

 e
sc

a
p

e
. E

ve
ry id

e
a

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 th

in
k

 o
f, 

n
o

n
e

 o
f it p

a
n

n
e

d
 o

u
t. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 lik

e
 a

n
 in

s
e

c
t, p

in
n

e
d

 to
 b

o
a

rd
. 

T
h

e
 m

a
n

o
r w

a
s
 a

 fla
w

le
s
s
 c

a
g

e
. 

U
n

le
s
s
 b

y s
o

m
e

 m
ira

c
le

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 c

o
n

vin
c
e

 M
a

lfo
y to

 le
t h

e
r 

g
o

... A
n

d
 th

e
re

 w
a

s
 s

im
p

ly
 n

o
 w

a
y
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't e
ve

n
 s

u
re

 if h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 le
t h

e
r g

o
, e

ve
n

 if h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 

to
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 w
a

y
 h

e
 o

c
c
a

s
io

n
a

lly e
ye

d
 th

e
 

m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 th

a
t m

a
d

e
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 d

o
u

b
t th

a
t h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 re

m
o

ve
 th

e
m

. 

H
e

 c
o

u
ld

 o
n

ly k
ill h

e
r. A

n
d

 h
e

 w
a

s
 a

lre
a

d
y p

la
n

n
in

g
 to

 d
o

 th
a

t. 

S
h

e
 ro

lle
d

 o
n

to
 h

e
r b

a
c
k

 a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
 u

p
 a

t th
e

 c
a

n
o

p
y in

 d
e

s
-

p
a

ir. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 w

a
y o

u
t. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 n

e
ve

r e
s
c
a

p
e

. S
h

e
'd

 b
e

 p
re

g
n

a
n

t s
o

o
n

. 

A
n

d
 s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 n
e

ve
r e

sc
a

p
e

. 

T
h

e
 w

a
v
e

 o
f d

e
p

re
s
s
io

n
 e

ve
n

tu
a

lly m
a

d
e

 h
e

r fa
ll a

s
le

e
p

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
a

re
ly

 le
ft h

e
r b

e
d

 fo
r th

e
 n

e
xt s

e
ve

ra
l d

a
y
s
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

ta
rin

g
 o

u
t th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

 w
h

e
n

 th
e

 d
o

o
r o

f h
e

r ro
o

m
 

a
b

ru
p

tly e
xp

lo
d

e
d

 a
n

d
 A

s
to

ria
 s

tro
d

e
 in

, w
a

n
d

 in
 o

n
e

 h
a

n
d

 a
n

d
 a

 

n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
r c

lu
tc

h
e

d
 in

 th
e

 o
th

e
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
to

o
d

 q
u

ic
k

ly, a
n

d
 A

s
to

ria
 s

to
p

p
e

d
. T

h
e

y s
ta

re
d

 a
t 

e
a

c
h

 o
th

e
r fo

r a
 m

in
u

te
. 

A
s
to

ria
 h

a
d

n
't a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
in

c
e

 th
e

 n
ig

h
t s

h
e

 h
a

d
 

le
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 to
 M

a
lfo

y
's

 ro
o

m
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 fin
g

e
rs

 tw
itc

h
e

d
 n

e
rv-

o
u

s
ly. A

s
to

ria
 h

a
d

 to
 b

e
 th

e
re

 b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 o
f M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

. 

"C
o

m
e

 h
e

re
, M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

," A
s
to

ria
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

 in
 a

 s
h

a
rp

 vo
ic

e
. 

   

ra
c
o

, h
o

w
 a

re
 yo

u
 h

e
re

?
" A

s
to

ria
 g

a
s
p

e
d

 a
s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 re
-

g
a

in
e

d
 c

o
n

s
c
io

u
s
n

e
s
s
. S

h
e

 re
a

c
h

e
d

 o
ve

r a
n

d
 to

u
c
h

e
d

 h
e

r 

s
id

e
 g

in
g

e
rly

 a
s
 s

h
e

 s
h

ra
n

k
 b

a
c
k

 in
 th

e
 c

h
a

ir. 

"I h
a

d
 to

 a
p

p
a

ra
te

 a
c
ro

s
s
 E

u
ro

p
e

 b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 o
f yo

u
," h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 

a
 lo

w
 sn

a
rl. 

T
h

e
 ra

g
e

 in
 h

is
 vo

ic
e

 w
a

s
 p

a
lp

a
b

le
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
s
ta

re
d

. 
C

ro
s
s
-c

o
n

tin
e

n
ta

l 
a

p
p

a
ritio

n
 
w

a
s
—

a
lm

o
s
t 

im
p

o
s
s
ib

le
. It re

q
u

ire
d

 e
ith

e
r ju

m
p

in
g

 s
o

 m
a

n
y tim

e
s
 th

a
t a

 p
e

rs
o

n
 

e
xh

a
u

s
te

d
 th

e
ir m

a
g

ic
 a

n
d

 h
a

d
 to

 s
to

p
, o

r s
u

c
h

 a
 tre

m
e

n
d

o
u

s
 

a
m

o
u

n
t o

f c
o

n
c
e

n
tra

tio
n

 th
a

t it w
a

s
 p

ra
c
tic

a
lly im

p
o

s
s
ib

le
 to

 s
u

r-

vive
. M

o
s
t p

e
o

p
le

 w
h

o
 ju

m
p

e
d

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 a
 fe

w
 c

o
u

n
trie

s
 s

p
lin

c
h

e
d

 

th
e

m
s
e

lve
s
 to

 d
e

a
th

. If M
a

lfo
y
 h

a
d

 a
c
tu

a
lly

 a
p

p
a

ra
te

d
 s

o
 fa

r, h
e

 

s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 n

e
a

rly d
e

a
d

 fro
m

 m
a

g
ic

a
l e

xh
a

u
s
tio

n
. 

In
 th

a
t c

a
s
e

, it w
a

s
 n

o
 w

o
n

d
e

r th
e

 m
a

n
o

r h
a

d
 s

h
a

k
e

n
. T

h
e

 

p
o

w
e

r 
a

n
d

 
c
o

n
c
e

n
tra

tio
n

 
to

 
s
u

c
c
e

s
s
fu

lly 
p

e
rfo

rm
 
s
u

c
h

 
a

 
ju

m
p

 

w
o

u
ld

 e
xp

lo
d

e
 lik

e
 a

 s
h

o
c
k

w
a

ve
 fro

m
 a

 s
o

n
ic

 b
o

o
m

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 

p
ro

b
a

b
ly

 a
 ro

o
m

 in
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r th

a
t h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 re
d

u
c
e

d
 to

 s
p

lin
te

rs
. 

"T
h

a
t—

th
a

t's
 c

o
m

p
le

te
ly

 im
p

o
s
s
ib

le
," A

s
to

ria
 s

tu
tte

re
d

. 

"U
n

d
e

re
s
tim

a
tin

g
 yo

u
r h

u
s
b

a
n

d
, T

o
ri?

" h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 c

o
o

lly m
u

r-

d
e

ro
u

s
 to

n
e

. "N
o

t ve
ry

 w
ife

ly
 o

f yo
u

." 

"O
h

, a
re

 y
o

u
 h

e
re

 b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 o
f m

e
?
" A

s
to

ria
's

 vo
ic

e
 w

a
s
 vic

io
u

s
. 

"N
o

. Y
o

u
 a

re
n

't. Y
o

u
're

 h
e

re
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 o
f th

a
t M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

. Y
o

u
 h

e
xe

d
 

m
e

. Y
o

u
 th

re
w

 m
e

 in
to

 a
 w

a
ll. Y

o
u

 m
u

rd
e

re
d

 G
ra

h
a

m
 M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

 a
ll 

b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 o
f th

a
t M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

." 

"Y
e

s
, I d

id
," M

a
lfo

y s
a

id
. "I d

id
 a

ll o
f th

o
s
e

 th
in

g
s
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 s
h

e
 

is
 th

e
 la

s
t m

e
m

b
e

r o
f th

e
 O

rd
e

r o
f th

e
 P

h
o

e
n

ix, a
n

d
 th

a
t m

e
a

n
s
 

s
h

e
, u

n
lik

e
 yo

u
, is

 im
p

o
rta

n
t; in

fin
ite

ly m
o

re
 im

p
o

rta
n

t th
a

n
 yo

u
 

a
re

. C
o

n
s
id

e
ra

b
ly m

o
re

 im
p

o
rta

n
t th

a
n

 M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
. D

id
 yo

u
 k

n
o

w
 

th
a

t th
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

 h
a

s
 h

e
r b

ro
u

g
h

t b
e

fo
re

 h
im

 re
g

u
la

rly to
 in

s
p

e
c
t 

D 
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h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
?

 T
h

e
 e

ye
s
 a

re
 ra

th
e

r u
s
e

fu
l w

h
e

n
 p

e
rfo

rm
in

g
 le

g
ili-

m
e

n
c
y." 

A
s
to

ria
 

p
a

le
d

 
a

n
d

 
M

a
lfo

y
 

c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 

s
p

e
a

k
in

g
 

in
 

h
is

 
c
o

ld
, 

d
e

a
d

ly vo
ic

e
, "I h

a
ve

 trie
d

 to
 b

e
 p

a
tie

n
t w

ith
 y

o
u

, A
s
to

ria
. I've

 b
e

e
n

 

w
illin

g
 to

 o
ve

rlo
o

k
 yo

u
r in

d
e

c
e

n
t b

e
h

a
vio

r a
n

d
 p

e
tty in

te
rfe

re
n

c
e

s
, 

b
u

t d
o

 re
c
a

ll th
a

t a
s
id

e
 fro

m
 b

e
in

g
 s

o
m

e
w

h
a

t d
e

c
o

ra
tive

, yo
u

 a
re

 

u
s
e

le
s
s
 to

 m
e

. If yo
u

 e
ve

r g
o

 n
e

a
r h

e
r a

g
a

in
, o

r s
p

e
a

k
 to

 h
e

r, o
r u

s
e

 

yo
u

r s
ta

tu
s
 a

s
 th

e
 la

d
y o

f th
is

 m
a

n
o

r to
 b

re
a

k
 th

ro
u

g
h

 a
n

y o
f m

y 

w
a

rd
s
, I w

ill k
ill yo

u
. A

n
d

 I w
ill d

o
 it s

lo
w

ly
; p

e
rh

a
p

s
 o

ve
r th

e
 c

o
u

rs
e

 

o
f a

n
 e

ve
n

in
g

 o
r tw

o
. T

h
a

t is
n

't a
 th

re
a

t. It is
 a

 p
ro

m
is

e
. G

e
t. O

u
t. 

O
f. M

y
. S

ig
h

t." 

A
s
to

ria
 g

a
v
e

 a
 te

rrifie
d

 s
o

b
 a

n
d

 fle
d

 th
e

 ro
o

m
. 

M
a

lfo
y s

to
o

d
 b

re
a

th
in

g
 d

e
e

p
ly fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l s
e

c
o

n
d

s
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 

tu
rn

e
d

 b
a

c
k

 to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

H
e

 a
p

p
ro

a
c
h

e
d

 h
e

r s
lo

w
ly, th

e
n

 k
n

e
lt a

n
d

 tilte
d

 h
e

r fa
c
e

 u
p

 to
 

lo
o

k
 a

t h
e

r e
ye

s
 a

g
a

in
. 

"T
h

e
 p

u
p

ils
 a

re
 d

iffe
re

n
t s

ize
s
," h

e
 s

a
id

 a
fte

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t. "A
fte

r 

I've
 a

p
p

lie
d

 th
e

 E
s
s
e

n
c
e

 o
f D

itta
n

y, I'll s
e

n
d

 fo
r a

 s
p

e
c
ia

lis
t to

 c
o

m
e

 

a
n

d
 s

e
e

 if th
e

re
's

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
 to

 b
e

 d
o

n
e

." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
. 

"Y
o

u
 d

o
n

't n
e

e
d

 m
y e

ye
s to

 p
e

rfo
rm

 le
g

ilim
e

n
c
y
," s

h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 

a
 w

o
o

d
e

n
 vo

ic
e

. "It's
 ju

s
t e

a
s
ie

r th
a

t w
a

y
. It w

o
n

't m
a

tte
r if I'm

 b
lin

d
 

in
 o

n
e

 e
ye

." 

S
h

e
 
fe

lt 
th

e
 
fin

g
e

rs
 
o

n
 
h

e
r 

fa
c
e

 
flin

c
h

 
fa

in
tly 

a
n

d
 
h

is
 
ja

w
 

c
le

n
c
h

e
d

. 

"I c
o

n
s
id

e
r it a

 m
a

tte
r o

f c
o

n
v
e

n
ie

n
c
e

," h
e

 s
a

id
 a

fte
r a

 b
e

a
t. 

H
is

 th
u

m
b

 g
h

o
s
te

d
 lig

h
tly a

c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r c

h
e

e
k

b
o

n
e

 a
s
 h

e
 c

o
n

tin
-

u
e

d
 to

 s
tu

d
y h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 sta

re
d

 b
a

c
k

 a
t h

im
. H

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 h
a

g
g

a
rd

 b
u

t m
a

y
b

e
 it o

n
ly 

s
e

e
m

e
d

 th
a

t w
a

y b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 o
f h

o
w

 h
e

r vis
io

n
 b

lu
rre

d
. 

"H
o

w
 d

id
 yo

u
 a

p
p

a
ra

te
 fro

m
 R

o
m

a
n

ia
?

" s
h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

. 

H
e

 g
a

v
e

 a
 tire

d
 s

m
irk

. "T
h

e
 a

b
ility

 c
a

m
e

 c
o

m
p

lim
e

n
ts

 o
f th

e
 

D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

. A
lth

o
u

g
h

—
I d

o
n

't b
e

lie
ve

 h
e

 h
a

d
 a

n
y id

e
a

 a
t th

e
 tim

e
. It 

w
a

s
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 a

s
 a

 p
u

n
is

h
m

e
n

t." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fu
rro

w
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
b

ro
w

s
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
 id

e
a

 w
h

a
t k

in
d

 

o
f 

p
u

n
is

h
m

e
n

t 
c
o

u
ld

 
p

o
s
s
ib

ly 
h

a
ve

 
th

e
 
s
id

e
-e

ffe
c
t 

o
f 

e
n

a
b

lin
g

 

c
ro

s
s
-c

o
n

tin
e

n
ta

l a
p

p
a

ritio
n

. S
o

m
e

 k
in

d
 o

f h
o

rrib
ly o

b
s
c
u

re
 D

a
rk

 

m
a

g
ic

. 

"W
h

a
t k

in
d

 o
f c

u
rs

e
—

?
" 

"It w
a

s
n

't a
 c

u
rs

e
, it w

a
s
 a

 ritu
a

l, a
n

d
 n

o
t o

n
e

 I fe
e

l lik
e

 d
is

-

c
u

s
s
in

g
," h

e
 s

a
id

, c
u

ttin
g

 h
e

r o
ff a

b
ru

p
tly

. 

"H
o

w
 d

id
 yo

u
 k

n
o

w
 I'd

 k
n

o
w

 th
e

 s
p

e
lls

?
" s

h
e

 s
a

id
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
 

k
e

p
t s

ta
rin

g
 a

t h
e

r. 
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anacled 

 H
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 c
lin

ic
a

l a
b

o
u

t u
tilis

in
g

 h
e

r. 

P
e

rh
a

p
s
 it w

a
s
 s

im
p

ly b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt d
id

n
't w

a
n

t h
e

r to
o

 

d
a

m
a

g
e

d
 u

n
til h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
 w

e
re

 re
c
o

ve
re

d
. P

e
rh

a
p

s
 h

e
 w

a
s
n

't 

a
llo

w
e

d
 to

 h
u

rt h
e

r, o
r ra

p
e

 h
e

r th
e

 w
a

y
 h

e
'd

 lik
e

 to
. 

B
u

t—
th

a
t d

id
n

't s
e

e
m

 rig
h

t. H
e

 d
id

n
't s

e
e

m
 in

te
re

s
te

d
. It w

a
s
-

n
't lik

e
 h

e
 w

a
s
 re

stra
in

in
g

 h
im

s
e

lf. H
e

 a
lw

a
ys

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 e
a

g
e

r to
 b

e
 

d
o

n
e

 w
ith

 h
e

r. T
o

 g
e

t a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 h

e
r. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

 c
h

o
re

 to
 h

im
. 

W
a

s
 it p

o
s
s
ib

le
 th

a
t th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 w
a

s
 th

e
 le

a
s
t in

h
u

m
a

n
e

ly 

c
ru

e
l fig

u
re

 in
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt's

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t?

 

T
h

a
t d

id
n

't s
e

e
m

 a
c
c
u

ra
te

 e
ith

e
r. N

o
t a

fte
r w

h
a

t s
h

e
'd

 s
e

e
n

 

h
im

 d
o

 to
 M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

. W
a

tc
h

in
g

 h
im

 c
o

o
lly

 s
ta

n
d

 th
e

re
 a

s
 h

e
 u

n
-

s
p

o
o

le
d

 M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
's

 o
rg

a
n

s
 w

ith
 h

is
 b

a
re

 h
a

n
d

s
 w

a
s
—

te
rrifyin

g
. 

T
h

e
 m

a
tte

r-o
f-fa

c
tn

e
ss

. 

T
h

e
 e

a
s
e

. 

M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 p
le

n
ty

 o
f c

ru
e

lty
 in

 h
im

. S
im

m
e

rin
g

 ju
s
t b

e
n

e
a

th
 

th
e

 su
rfa

c
e

, w
a

itin
g

 to
 b

e
 le

t o
u

t. 

P
e

rh
a

p
s
 ra

p
e

 w
a

s
n

't h
is

 th
in

g
. 

A
 s

tra
n

g
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t, b

u
t th

e
 m

o
s
t p

la
u

s
ib

le
 o

n
e

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 th

in
k

 

o
f. H

e
 h

a
te

d
 to

u
c
h

in
g

 h
e

r; a
v
o

id
e

d
 it a

t m
u

c
h

 a
s
 w

a
s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
. 

A
p

p
a

re
n

tly M
a

lfo
y
 w

a
s
 n

o
t a

 c
o

m
p

le
te

 m
o

n
s
te

r. 

N
o

t th
a

t it m
a

tte
r. N

o
n

e
 o

f it m
a

tte
re

d
. N

o
n

e
 o

f it e
ve

r m
a

t-

te
re

d
. 

It w
a

s
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
 a

s
 h

e
r re

a
lis

a
tio

n
 th

a
t V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

a
s
 d

yin
g

. 

R
e

a
lis

in
g

 th
a

t it w
a

s
 w

o
rs

e
 fo

r th
e

 o
th

e
r g

irls
 d

id
n

't m
a

k
e

 a
n

y d
if-

fe
re

n
c
e

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 d
o

. 

E
ve

n
 if b

y s
o

m
e

 m
ira

c
le

 s
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 a

 w
a

y
 to

 e
s
c
a

p
e

, w
h

ic
h

 w
a

s
 

its
e

lf a
 s

h
e

e
r im

p
o

s
s
ib

ility, s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't s
to

p
 to

 s
a

ve
 a

n
yo

n
e

 e
ls

e
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 to
 ru

n
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 to

 ru
n

 a
n

d
 ru

n
. T

h
e

 b
e

st s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 d

o
 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 to
 try to

 fin
d

 w
h

o
m

e
ve

r it w
a

s
 th

a
t re

m
a

in
e

d
 o

f th
e

 O
rd

e
r 

a
n

d
 s

e
e

 if th
e

y h
a

d
 a

 w
a

y to
 s

a
ve

 e
ve

ryo
n

e
 e

ls
e

. B
u

t if th
e

re
 w

e
re

 

a
n

y w
a

y to
 d

o
 s

u
c
h

 a
 th

in
g

, s
u

re
ly

 th
e

 O
rd

e
r w

o
u

ld
 a

lre
a

d
y b

e
 d

o
in

g
 

it. S
u

re
ly

 th
e

 O
rd

e
r w

o
u

ld
n

't h
a

ve
 le

ft th
e

 s
u

rro
g

a
te

s
 fo

r s
o

 lo
n

g
 if 

th
e

re
 w

e
re

 a
n

y
 w

a
y
 to

 s
a

ve
 th

e
m

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't th

in
k

 o
f a

n
yo

n
e

 b
u

t h
e

rs
e

lf. If s
h

e
 h

a
d

 th
e

 

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 
V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt a

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 
to

 
b

e
lie

ve
 s

h
e

 p
o

s
-

s
e

s
s
e

d
 th

e
n

 th
e

 m
o

s
t vita

l th
in

g
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 d
o

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 to
 k

e
e

p
 

th
e

m
 fro

m
 e

ve
r g

e
ttin

g
 it fro

m
 h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 to

 e
s
c
a

p
e

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 ru

n
n

in
g

 o
u

t o
f tim

e
. 

It s
e

e
m

e
d

 a
n

 u
tte

r m
ira

c
le

 th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't p
re

g
n

a
n

t. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 

b
e

e
n

 s
u

re
 th

a
t a

fte
r th

e
 fe

rtility
 p

o
tio

n
 s

h
e

'd
 b

e
 p

re
g

n
a

n
t. 

O
n

c
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 p

re
g

n
a

n
t—
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 S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
till fe

e
l M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

's
 te

e
th

 s
in

k
in

g
 in

to
 h

e
r. T

h
e

 s
k

in
 

th
a

t M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 h
e

a
le

d
 w

a
s
 s

till n
e

w
 a

n
d

 o
ve

r-s
e

n
s
itive

. S
h

e
 fo

u
g

h
t 

a
g

a
in

s
t a

 te
m

p
ta

tio
n

 to
 c

la
w

 a
t it. 

S
h

e
 s

a
t in

 th
e

 b
a

th
 a

n
d

 c
rie

d
 u

n
til th

e
 w

a
te

r g
re

w
 c

o
ld

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 

s
ta

rte
d

 s
h

ive
rin

g
. 

C
lim

b
in

g
 o

u
t o

f th
e

 tu
b

 a
n

d
 c

lu
tc

h
in

g
 a

 to
w

e
l a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
rs

e
lf 

s
h

e
 w

a
lk

e
d

 fa
lte

rin
g

ly b
a

c
k

 to
 h

e
r b

e
d

. T
w

o
 via

ls
 o

f p
o

tio
n

 s
a

t o
n

 

th
e

 n
a

rro
w

 b
e

d
s
id

e
 ta

b
le

. S
h

e
 d

ra
in

e
d

 th
e

 D
re

a
m

le
s
s
 S

le
e

p
 a

n
d

 

c
ra

w
le

d
 in

to
 b

e
d

. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt m

o
rn

in
g

 s
h

e
 s

ta
y
e

d
 in

 b
e

d
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 n

o
 re

a
s
o

n
 to

 

g
e

t u
p

. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't w
a

n
t to

 m
o

ve
. S

h
e

 d
id

n
't w

a
n

t to
 th

in
k

. S
h

e
 ju

s
t 

w
a

n
te

d
 a

n
o

th
e

r d
o

s
e

 o
f D

re
a

m
le

s
s
 S

le
e

p
. T

ry
 a

s
 s

h
e

 m
ig

h
t s

h
e

 

c
o

u
ld

n
't s

le
e

p
 a

n
y
m

o
re

. S
h

e
 to

o
k

 th
e

 C
a

lm
in

g
 D

ra
u

g
h

t a
n

d
 fe

lt th
e

 

k
n

o
t o

f h
o

rro
r in

 h
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

 e
a

s
e

 fa
in

tly
 a

s
 s

h
e

 la
y c

u
rle

d
 in

 h
e

r 

b
e

d
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't s

to
p

 th
in

k
in

g
. 

H
e

r m
in

d
 w

o
u

ld
 n

e
ve

r q
u

ie
t its

e
lf. T

h
e

re
 w

e
re

 a
lw

a
ys

 re
a

lis
a

-

tio
n

s
, g

u
ilt, a

n
d

 m
o

u
rn

in
g

; s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 to

 o
b

s
e

s
s
 a

n
d

 w
o

rry o
ve

r. 

M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
...s

h
e

 d
id

n
't e

ve
n

 w
a

n
t to

 th
in

k
 a

b
o

u
t M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 little

 fro
m

 th
e

 p
re

vio
u

s
 n

ig
h

t th
a

t w
a

s
n

't h
o

rrifyin
g

. 

S
h

e
'd

 s
o

m
e

h
o

w
 a

s
s
u

m
e

d
 th

a
t th

e
 s

itu
a

tio
n

 w
a

s
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
 fo

r 

a
ll th

e
 g

irls
 in

 th
e

 b
re

e
d

in
g

 p
ro

g
ra

m
. T

h
a

t w
h

o
m

e
ve

r th
e

y'd
 b

e
e

n
 

g
ive

n
 to

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 tre
a

tin
g

 th
e

m
 m

u
c
h

 th
e

 s
a

m
e

 w
a

y th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 

tre
a

te
d

. C
lin

ic
a

lly
. M

o
s
tly

 le
ft a

lo
n

e
. T

h
e

 c
o

n
c
e

p
tio

n
 e

ffo
rts

 e
n

tire
ly 

n
o

n
-s

e
n

s
u

a
l fo

r a
ll p

a
rtie

s
. 

B
u

t th
a

t w
a

s
 c

le
a

rly n
o

t th
e

 c
a

s
e

. It w
a

s
 o

b
vio

u
s
 in

 re
tro

s
p

e
c
t 

th
a

t th
e

 s
u

rro
g

a
te

s
 h

a
d

 n
e

ve
r b

e
e

n
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 to

 b
e

 th
a

t w
a

y
. H

e
a

le
r 

S
tro

u
d

 m
ig

h
t c

o
n

s
id

e
r th

e
 m

a
g

i-g
e

n
e

tic
 b

re
e

d
in

g
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 to
 b

e
 

le
g

itim
a

te
 s

c
ie

n
c
e

, b
u

t e
s
s
e

n
tia

lly a
n

d
 fa

r m
o

re
 fu

n
d

a
m

e
n

ta
lly, it 

w
a

s
 a

 d
ive

rs
io

n
. It m

a
d

e
 a

 s
p

e
c
ta

c
le

 o
u

t o
f th

e
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
 b

u
t it 

w
a

s
 a

ls
o

 a
 b

rib
e

. T
h

e
 su

rro
g

a
te

s
 w

e
re

 s
e

x s
la

ve
s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
a

lis
e

d
 w

ith
 a

 b
itte

r p
a

n
g

 th
a

t s
h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 s
o

 a
b

-

s
o

rb
e

d
 in

 h
e

r o
w

n
 s

itu
a

tio
n

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

n
't c

o
n

s
id

e
re

d
 h

o
w

 m
u

c
h

 w
o

rs
e

 

it c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 fo
r th

e
 o

th
e

rs
. 

It h
a

d
 a

lw
a

ys
 c

le
a

rly
 b

e
e

n
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 to

 b
e

 th
a

t w
a

y. N
o

 b
ra

. N
o

 

k
n

ic
k

e
rs

. T
h

e
 w

a
y
 th

e
 b

u
tto

n
s
 o

n
 th

e
ir d

re
ss

e
s
 p

o
p

p
e

d
 o

ff w
ith

 th
e

 

s
m

a
lle

st tu
g

. 

A
c
c
e

s
s
ib

le
. 

T
h

e
 D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

rs
 w

e
re

 re
q

u
ire

d
 to

 ra
p

e
 th

e
m

 o
n

 th
e

ir fe
rtile

 

d
a

ys
, b

u
t th

e
 in

s
tru

c
tio

n
s
 h

a
d

 m
a

d
e

 n
o

 re
fe

re
n

c
e

 to
 th

e
 fe

rtile
 p

e
-

rio
d

 b
e

in
g

 th
e

 lim
ita

tio
n

. 

S
o

m
e

h
o

w
 b

e
in

g
 g

ive
n

 to
 M

a
lfo

y
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r—

lu
c
k

y?
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anacled 

 "Y
o

u
 w

e
re

 a
 h

e
a

le
r." H

e
 s

h
ru

g
g

e
d

. "If I'd
 a

p
p

a
ra

te
d

 yo
u

 to
 S

t 

M
u

n
g

o
's

, I a
s
s
u

m
e

d
 th

e
 p

re
s
s
u

re
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 w
re

c
k

e
d

 yo
u

r e
ye

. 

T
im

e
 w

a
s
 e

s
s
e

n
tia

l." 

"W
h

e
re

 d
id

 y
o

u
 le

a
rn

 to
 h

e
a

l?
" s

h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

, th
in

k
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 o
n

 a
ll 

th
e

 sp
e

lls
 a

n
d

 d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

s
 h

e
'd

 k
n

o
w

n
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly. 

A
 s

m
irk

 p
u

lle
d

 a
t th

e
 c

o
rn

e
r o

f h
is

 m
o

u
th

. 

"I w
a

s
 a

 G
e

n
e

ra
l fo

r y
e

a
rs

, I p
ic

k
e

d
 th

in
g

s
 u

p
 a

lo
n

g
 th

e
 w

a
y
. It 

w
a

s
 a

n
 o

b
vio

u
s
 s

k
ill to

 d
e

ve
lo

p
." 

"N
o

t to
 e

ve
ryo

n
e

." H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 trie

d
 o

n
 m

a
n

y
 o

c
c
a

s
io

n
s
 to

 

te
a

c
h

 th
e

 m
e

m
b

e
rs

 o
f th

e
 O

rd
e

r m
o

re
 th

a
n

 b
a

s
ic

 e
m

e
rg

e
n

c
y h

e
a

l-

in
g

 s
p

e
lls

 b
u

t m
o

s
t o

f th
e

m
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 re
lu

c
ta

n
t to

 le
a

rn
 m

u
c
h

 b
e

-

yo
n

d
 e

p
is

k
e

y. 

"Y
e

s
. W

e
ll, I w

a
s
 o

n
 th

e
 w

in
n

in
g

 s
id

e
, w

e
 o

b
vio

u
s
ly m

a
d

e
 b

e
t-

te
r s

tra
te

g
ic

 c
h

o
ic

e
s
," h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 c
o

ld
 vo

ic
e

 a
s
 h

e
 w

ith
d

re
w

 h
is

 

h
a

n
d

s
. 

"It w
a

s
 a

n
 u

n
u

s
u

a
l d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

 s
p

e
ll y

o
u

 k
n

e
w

," H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
, 

ig
n

o
rin

g
 h

is
 c

o
m

m
e

n
t. 

"It w
a

s
 a

 lo
n

g
 w

a
r." H

e
 w

a
s
 s

till k
n

e
e

lin
g

 in
 fro

n
t o

f h
e

r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r la
p

 fo
r a

 m
in

u
te

, th
e

n
 lo

o
k

e
d

 

b
a

c
k

 u
p

 a
t h

im
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 h
e

a
d

a
c
h

e
 b

e
g

in
n

in
g

 to
 d

e
ve

lo
p

 in
 h

e
r 

te
m

p
le

s
 fro

m
 h

e
r im

b
a

la
n

c
e

d
 vis

io
n

. 

"Y
o

u
—

h
a

ve
 a

 n
a

tu
ra

l ta
le

n
t fo

r h
e

a
lin

g
. In

 a
n

o
th

e
r life

, yo
u

 

c
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 a

 h
e

a
le

r," s
h

e
 sa

id
. 

"O
n

e
 o

f life
's

 g
re

a
t iro

n
ie

s
," h

e
 s

a
id

 g
la

n
c
in

g
 a

w
a

y fro
m

 h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t th
e

 c
o

rn
e

r o
f h

is
 m

o
u

th
 tw

itc
h

e
d

 fa
in

tly, b
u

t p
e

rh
a

p
s
 

it w
a

s
 ju

s
t a

 tric
k

 o
f h

e
r vis

io
n

. 

"I s
u

p
p

o
s
e

 it is
." H

e
rm

io
n

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 a

g
a

in
. 

H
e

r fin
g

e
rtip

s
 w

e
re

 s
ta

in
e

d
 w

ith
 b

lo
o

d
. S

o
 w

e
re

 h
is

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 c
ra

c
k

, T
o

p
s
y a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 w
ith

 a
 s

m
a

ll via
l o

f E
s
-

s
e

n
c
e

 o
f D

itta
n

y
 w

h
ic

h
 s

h
e

 h
a

n
d

e
d

 to
 M

a
lfo

y. 

"G
e

t th
e

 d
o

o
r re

p
a

ire
d

," M
a

lfo
y
 o

rd
e

re
d

 th
e

 e
lf, b

a
re

ly g
la

n
c
-

in
g

 a
t it a

s
 h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

rte
d

 p
u

s
h

in
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf u
n

s
te

a
d

ily to
 h

e
r fe

e
t. 

"I s
h

o
u

ld
—

I s
h

o
u

ld
 la

y d
o

w
n

, s
o

 it d
o

e
s
n

't ru
n

," s
h

e
 s

a
id

. H
e

r 

b
a

la
n

c
e

 fe
lt o

ff a
n

d
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 a

n
d

 a
rm

s
 s

h
o

o
k

 a
n

d
 w

o
u

ld
n

't b
e

a
r 

h
e

r w
e

ig
h

t. S
h

e
 s

a
n

k
 b

a
c
k

 o
n

to
 th

e
 flo

o
r a

n
d

 b
it h

e
r lip

 in
 fru

s
tra

-

tio
n

; m
a

yb
e

 s
h

e
'd

 ju
s
t lie

 o
n

 th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
. 

A
 h

a
n

d
 c

lo
s
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r e
lb

o
w

 a
n

d
 d

re
w

 h
e

r to
 h

e
r fe

e
t. 

"I'm
 n

o
t le

a
n

in
g

 o
ve

r yo
u

 o
n

 th
e

 flo
o

r," M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

 in
 a

 c
o

ld
 

vo
ic

e
 a

s
 h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 h

e
r a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 b
a

c
k

e
d

 h
e

r in
to

 

h
e

r b
e

d
. "L

ie
 d

o
w

n
 h

e
re

." 

S
h

e
 fe

lt b
e

h
in

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf a

n
d

 s
lid

 o
n

to
 th

e
 b

e
d

. S
h

e
 p

u
s
h

e
d

 th
e

 

p
illo

w
 to

 th
e

 sid
e

 a
n

d
 la

y d
o

w
n

 fla
t. 



senlinyu 201 
 M

a
lfo

y le
a

n
e

d
 o

ve
r h

e
r, via

l in
 h

a
n

d
. H

is
 fa

c
e

 w
e

n
t in

 a
n

d
 o

u
t 

o
f fo

c
u

s
 e

ve
ry tim

e
 sh

e
 b

lin
k

e
d

. D
a

rk
. L

ig
h

t. D
a

rk
. L

ig
h

t. 

"H
o

w
 m

a
n

y d
ro

p
s
?

" h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
e

sita
te

d
. E

s
s
e

n
c
e

 o
f D

itta
n

y
 w

a
s
 e

xp
e

n
sive

. W
h

e
n

 

s
h

e
'd

 b
e

e
n

 a
 h

e
a

le
r s

h
e

'd
 h

a
d

 to
 ra

tio
n

 it; c
a

re
fu

lly w
e

ig
h

 th
e

 b
e

n
-

e
fit a

g
a

in
s
t th

e
 c

o
s
t.  

"A
 d

ro
p

 e
ve

ry
 tw

o
 h

o
u

rs
 fo

r th
e

 n
e

xt s
e

ve
ra

l d
a

ys
 is

 id
e

a
l. B

u
t, 

o
n

e
 d

o
s
e

 o
f th

re
e

 d
ro

p
s
 w

ill d
o

," s
h

e
 fin

a
lly

 s
a

id
. 

"W
ill d

o
 w

h
a

t?
" h

e
 s

a
id

. 

"I'll p
ro

b
a

b
ly b

e
 a

b
le

 to
 m

a
k

e
 o

u
t o

u
tlin

e
s
 a

n
d

 d
e

te
c
t c

o
lo

u
r 

w
ith

in
 a

 fe
w

 fe
e

t," s
h

e
 s

a
id

. 

M
a

lfo
y le

a
n

e
d

 fo
rw

a
rd

 a
n

d
 u

s
e

d
 h

is
 rig

h
t h

a
n

d
 to

 lig
h

tly h
o

ld
 

h
e

r le
ft e

ye
 o

p
e

n
 w

h
ile

 h
e

 d
rip

p
e

d
 o

n
e

 d
ro

p
 o

f th
e

 E
s
s
e

n
c
e

 in
to

 h
e

r 

e
ye

. It s
tu

n
g

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly c
lo

s
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 to

 re
fra

in
 

fro
m

 b
lin

k
in

g
 it a

w
a

y
.   

T
h

e
 h

a
n

d
 o

n
 h

e
r fa

c
e

 va
n

is
h

e
d

. 

"I'll b
e

 b
a

c
k

 in
 tw

o
 h

o
u

rs
. A

n
d

 I'll e
n

s
u

re
 A

s
to

ria
 s

ta
ys

 a
w

a
y
." 

S
h

e
 h

e
a

rd
 h

is
 re

c
e

d
in

g
 fo

o
ts

te
p

s
 a

n
d

 ra
is

e
d

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

 u
p

 to
 

h
o

ld
 h

e
r le

ft e
ye

 c
lo

s
e

d
 s

o
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 w
a

tc
h

 h
im

 g
o

. 

H
e

 s
tu

m
b

le
d

 s
lig

h
tly w

h
e

n
 h

e
 w

a
s
 n

e
a

r th
e

 d
o

o
r, a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 

w
e

re
 u

n
s
te

a
d

y o
n

 h
is

 fe
e

t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
lo

s
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 a

g
a

in
 a

n
d

 la
y
 s

till, w
illin

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf 

n
o

t to
 c

ry. 

D
o

n
't c

ry. D
o

n
't c

ry, s
h

e
 to

ld
 h

e
rs

e
lf. It w

o
u

ld
 w

a
s
te

 th
e

 D
it-

ta
n

y. M
a

lfo
y re

a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 tw

o
 h

o
u

rs
 la

te
r w

ith
 a

 s
p

e
c
ia

lis
t; a

n
 e

ld
e

rly 

m
a

n
 d

re
s
s
e

d
 in

 lim
e

 g
re

e
n

 ro
b

e
s
. T

h
e

 h
e

a
le

r's
 e

x
p

re
s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 

d
ra

w
n

 b
u

t h
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 d
e

te
rm

in
e

d
 to

 h
id

e
 h

is
 d

is
c
o

m
fo

rt. H
e

 b
a

re
ly 

g
la

n
c
e

d
 a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 

"S
c
le

ra
 p

u
n

c
tu

re
s
 a

re
 q

u
ite

 a
 n

a
s
ty b

u
s
in

e
s
s
," th

e
 h

e
a

le
r s

a
id

 

in
 a

 w
h

e
e

zin
g

 vo
ic

e
 a

s
 h

e
 c

o
n

ju
re

d
 a

 c
h

a
ir b

e
s
id

e
 th

e
 b

e
d

 a
n

d
 

lo
o

k
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 to
w

a
rd

s
 M

a
lfo

y
. "N

o
t a

lw
a

y
s
 m

u
c
h

 th
a

t c
a

n
 b

e
 d

o
n

e
. 

B
a

s
ic

 h
e

a
lin

g
 c

h
a

rm
s
 a

re
n

't m
u

c
h

 fo
r p

re
s
e

rvin
g

 s
ig

h
t. W

e
'll h

a
ve

 

to
 s

e
e

 w
h

a
t th

e
re

 is
 to

 w
o

rk
 w

ith
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 th

e
 o

n
e

 w
h

o
 to

ld
 yo

u
 

w
h

ic
h

 s
p

e
lls

 to
 u

s
e

?
" 

M
a

lfo
y g

a
v
e

 a
 s

h
o

rt n
o

d
 a

n
d

 le
a

n
e

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t th

e
 w

a
ll. 

T
h

e
 h

e
a

le
r tu

rn
e

d
 to

w
a

rd
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

n
d

 c
a

s
t a

n
 u

n
fa

m
ilia

r o
c
-

u
la

r d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 c
h

a
rm

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t rib

b
o

n
s
 o

n
 c

o
lo

u
r flo

a
tin

g
 o

ve
r h

e
r h

e
a

d
 

a
n

d
 b

u
t d

id
n

't k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 to

 re
a

d
 th

e
m

. T
h

e
 h

e
a

le
r w

a
s
 s

ile
n

t fo
r 

s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
 a

s
 h

e
 m

a
n

ip
u

la
te

d
 th

e
 d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

. 

"T
h

is
—

is
 q

u
ite

 e
xc

e
p

tio
n

a
l re

p
a

ir w
o

rk
," th

e
 h

e
a

le
r s

a
id

 in
 a

 

to
n

e
 o

f s
u

rp
ris

e
 a

fte
r g

ivin
g

 th
e

 rib
b

o
n

 a
 fin

a
l p

ro
d

 w
ith

 th
e

 tip
 o

f 
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 "I'm
 n

o
t g

o
in

g
 to

 h
u

rt yo
u

," h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 te

n
s
e

 vo
ic

e
 a

s
 h

e
 s

a
t 

d
o

w
n

 b
e

s
id

e
 h

e
r o

n
 th

e
 b

e
d

. H
e

 re
a

c
h

e
d

 o
u

t s
lo

w
ly a

n
d

 to
o

k
 h

e
r 

b
y th

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

e
rs

, tu
rn

in
g

 to
 h

e
r to

w
a

rd
 h

im
 to

 a
p

p
ra

is
e

 th
e

 d
a

m
-

a
g

e
. H

is
 ja

w
 c

le
n

c
h

e
d

 a
s
 h

e
 sta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r. 

M
o

vin
g

 
s
lo

w
ly

, 
a

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 

s
h

e
 

w
e

re
 

a
 

s
k

ittis
h

 
a

n
im

a
l, 

h
e

 

s
ta

rte
d

 o
n

 h
e

r s
h

o
u

ld
e

rs
. L

ig
h

tly w
ip

in
g

 a
w

a
y th

e
 b

lo
o

d
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 

m
u

tte
rin

g
 th

e
 c

h
a

rm
s
 to

 h
e

a
l th

e
 w

o
u

n
d

s
. S

h
e

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 flin

c
h

 

e
ve

ry
 tim

e
 h

e
 to

u
c
h

e
d

 h
e

r. H
e

 w
o

rk
e

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r s

h
o

u
ld

e
rs

 a
n

d
 

th
e

n
 u

p
 h

e
r n

e
c
k

 b
e

fo
re

 tu
rn

in
g

 to
 th

e
 w

o
rs

t o
n

e
s
; w

h
ic

h
 w

e
re

 c
lu

s
-

te
re

d
 o

n
 h

e
r b

re
a

s
ts

. 

H
is

 lip
s
 w

e
re

 p
re

s
s
e

d
 in

to
 a

 s
tra

ig
h

t lin
e

 a
s
 h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 h

e
a

lin
g

 

th
e

m
. S

o
m

e
 w

e
re

 s
o

 d
e

e
p

 a
n

d
 ra

g
g

e
d

 it to
o

k
 m

u
ltip

le
 sp

e
lls

 to
 fix 

th
e

m
. H

is
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 c

lin
ic

a
l a

n
d

 in
te

n
t a

s
 h

e
 w

o
rk

e
d

. H
e

rm
i-

o
n

e
 sta

re
d

 a
t h

im
, s

till u
n

a
b

le
 to

 c
o

n
tro

l h
e

r s
h

a
k

in
g

. 

H
e

'd
 b

a
re

ly to
u

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r u
n

til th
e

n
. A

s
id

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 m

in
im

a
l 

c
o

n
ta

c
t 

w
h

e
n

 
h

e
 
a

tte
m

p
te

d
 
to

 
im

p
re

g
n

a
te

 
h

e
r, 

th
e

 
o

n
ly 

o
th

e
r 

tim
e

s
 h

e
 h

a
d

 to
u

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r a
t a

ll w
a

s
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
'd

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 h
e

r fro
m

 

th
ro

w
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf o

ff th
e

 b
a

lc
o

n
y
 o

r w
h

e
n

 a
p

p
a

ra
tin

g
 h

e
r. 

H
e

 w
o

rk
e

d
 e

ffic
ie

n
tly

 a
n

d
 fin

a
lly

 s
a

t b
a

c
k

 a
n

d
 lo

o
k

e
d

 a
w

a
y 

fro
m

 h
e

r. 

"A
n

yw
h

e
re

 e
ls

e
?

" h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

. 

"N
o

," H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 s

tra
in

e
d

 vo
ic

e
, p

u
llin

g
 h

e
r m

a
n

g
le

d
 ro

b
e

s
 

c
lo

s
e

d
 a

n
d

 h
u

g
g

in
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf. 

H
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 o

ve
r a

t h
e

r fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 w
e

ig
h

in
g

 

w
h

e
th

e
r o

r n
o

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 te

llin
g

 th
e

 tru
th

. T
h

e
n

 h
e

 va
n

is
h

e
d

 th
e

 b
a

-

s
in

 o
f b

lo
o

d
 a

n
d

 w
a

te
r a

n
d

 s
to

o
d

 u
p

. 

"I'll h
a

v
e

 C
a

lm
in

g
 D

ra
u

g
h

t a
n

d
 D

re
a

m
le

ss
 S

le
e

p
 P

o
tio

n
 s

e
n

t 

u
p

 fo
r th

e
 n

e
xt w

e
e

k
," h

e
 s

a
id

. "I'm
 s

u
re

 yo
u

 h
e

a
rd

, I'll b
e

 a
w

a
y fo

r 

th
e

 n
e

xt s
e

ve
ra

l d
a

y
s
. Y

o
u

—
s
h

o
u

ld
 s

ta
y in

 yo
u

r ro
o

m
 u

n
til I re

tu
rn

." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 n

o
th

in
g

. S
h

e
 ju

s
t c

lu
tc

h
e

d
 h

e
r ro

b
e

s
 c

lo
s
e

d
 a

n
d

 

s
ta

re
d

 a
t th

e
 flo

o
r. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
e

e
 h

is
 s

h
o

e
s
 a

s
 h

e
 s

to
o

d
 b

e
sid

e
 h

e
r. 

T
h

e
n

 h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 a
n

d
 w

a
lk

e
d

 o
u

t o
f h

e
r ro

o
m

, s
h

u
ttin

g
 th

e
 d

o
o

r b
e

-

h
in

d
 h

im
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 to

 s
it fro

ze
n

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

in
u

te
s
. T

h
e

n
 

s
h

e
 s

to
o

d
 u

p
 a

n
d

 w
e

n
t in

to
 th

e
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
. S

h
e

 le
t h

e
r ro

b
e

s a
n

d
 

d
re

s
s
 fa

ll o
ff a

s
 s

h
e

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 th
e

 w
a

te
r fill th

e
 tu

b
. 

S
h

e
 le

ft th
e

 c
lo

th
in

g
 o

n
 th

e
 flo

o
r a

n
d

 h
o

p
e

d
 th

e
 H

o
u

s
e

-E
lve

s 

w
o

u
ld

 b
u

rn
 it a

ll ra
th

e
r th

a
n

 re
p

a
ir a

n
d

 s
e

n
d

 th
e

m
 b

a
c
k

. 

T
h

e
 w

a
te

r tu
rn

e
d

 re
d

 fro
m

 a
ll th

e
 re

s
id

u
a

l b
lo

o
d

 o
n

 h
e

r a
n

d
 

s
h

e
 d

ra
in

e
d

 it a
n

d
 re

fille
d

 it, s
c
ru

b
b

in
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf u
n

til h
e

r s
k

in
 fe

lt 

ra
w

. 
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 "If I e

ve
r s

e
e

 yo
u

 a
g

a
in

, I w
ill s

tra
n

g
le

 yo
u

 w
ith

 th
e

se
," M

a
lfo

y 

s
a

id
 in

 a
 v

o
ic

e
 o

f d
e

a
d

ly
 c

a
lm

. 

H
e

 d
ro

p
p

e
d

 th
e

 in
te

s
tin

e
s s

o
 th

a
t th

e
y h

u
n

g
 d

o
w

n
 M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

's
 

fro
n

t lik
e

 w
a

tc
h

 c
h

a
in

s
. M

a
lfo

y
 s

c
o

u
rg

ifie
d

 th
e

 b
lo

o
d

 a
n

d
 o

th
e

r flu
-

id
s
 fro

m
 h

is
 h

a
n

d
 a

s
 h

e
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

 s
tu

m
b

le
 a

w
a

y
, w

h
im

-

p
e

rin
g

 a
n

d
 s

o
b

b
in

g
 a

n
d

 try
in

g
 to

 s
tu

ff h
is

 in
te

s
tin

e
s b

a
c
k

 in
s
id

e
 h

is
 

s
to

m
a

c
h

. 

M
a

lfo
y tu

rn
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 to
w

a
rd

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

. H
is

 fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 w

h
ite

. 

"Y
o

u
 id

io
t—

w
h

y
—

d
id

 y
o

u
 c

o
m

e
 o

u
t to

n
ig

h
t?

" 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

t p
la

c
id

ly in
 th

e
 g

ra
v
e

l a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
im

 w
id

e
-

e
ye

d
. S
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t s
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 s
a

y
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

. B
u

t—
s
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't s
u

re
 

if s
h

e
 re

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 w

h
a

t it w
a

s
. 

S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t M

a
lfo

y
—

s
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t. T
h

a
t's

 w
h

a
t s

h
e

 m
e

a
n

t 

to
 te

ll th
e

 m
a

n
. M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

. 

"M
a

lfo
y a

lw
a

ys
 c

o
m

e
s
 fo

r m
e

," s
h

e
 w

h
is

p
e

re
d

. 

H
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r, h

is
 ja

w
 lo

c
k

e
d

 a
n

d
 h

is
 fis

ts
 c

le
n

c
h

e
d

 fo
r s

e
v-

e
ra

l s
e

c
o

n
d

s
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 to
 s

w
a

llo
w

 so
m

e
th

in
g

. 

"W
h

a
t d

id
 h

e
 d

o
 to

 yo
u

?
" h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 lo
w

 vo
ic

e
, k

n
e

e
lin

g
 d

o
w

n
 

n
e

xt to
 h

e
r. 

H
e

 trie
d

 s
e

ve
ra

l c
o

u
n

te
r-c

h
a

rm
s
 o

n
 h

e
r b

e
fo

re
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly

 o
n

e
 

c
lic

k
e

d
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
, lik

e
 ic

e
-w

a
te

r, re
a

lity c
ra

s
h

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

A
 s

tra
n

g
le

d
 s

o
b

 rip
p

e
d

 its
e

lf o
u

t o
f h

e
r th

ro
a

t a
n

d
 s

h
e

 w
ra

p
p

e
d

 

h
e

r a
rm

s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf. H
e

r ro
b

e
s
 w

e
re

 s
h

re
d

d
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 

fe
e

l th
e

 b
ite

 m
a

rk
s
 a

ll o
ve

r h
e

r b
o

d
y. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't s

to
p

 s
h

a
k

in
g

. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 k

n
e

e
lin

g
 b

e
s
id

e
 h

e
r, u

tte
rly e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
le

ss
. 

H
e

 

re
a

c
h

e
d

 o
u

t s
lo

w
ly a

n
d

 to
o

k
 h

e
r a

rm
. 

"L
e

t's
 g

e
t yo

u
 c

le
a

n
e

d
 u

p
." 

W
ith

 a
 p

o
p

 th
e

y re
a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 in
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 h

e
 p

u
s
h

e
d

 h
e

r 

d
o

w
n

 to
 s

it o
n

 th
e

 e
d

g
e

 o
f h

e
r b

e
d

 b
e

fo
re

 tu
rn

in
g

 a
n

d
 w

a
lk

in
g

 in
to

 

th
e

 a
d

jo
in

in
g

 b
a

th
ro

o
m

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 lo
n

g
 s

ile
n

c
e

 b
e

fo
re

 h
e

 re
-

e
m

e
rg

e
d

 s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
 
la

te
r, c

a
rryin

g
 
a

 b
a

s
in

 a
n

d
 w

e
t c

lo
th

 

w
h

ic
h

 h
e

 h
a

n
d

e
d

 to
 h

e
r. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 s
o

b
b

in
g

 a
n

d
 k

e
p

t 

h
ic

c
o

u
g

h
in

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 c

ry o
r h

yp
e

rv
e

n
tila

te
. 

M
a

lfo
y tu

rn
e

d
 a

w
a

y
 a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 o
u

t th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
 w

h
ile

 s
h

e
 trie

d
 

to
 w

ip
e

 o
ff a

ll th
e

 g
ra

v
e

l a
n

d
 d

irt s
tic

k
in

g
 to

 th
e

 b
lo

o
d

 fro
m

 th
e

 

b
ite

s
 a

ll o
ve

r h
e

r. S
o

m
e

 o
f th

e
m

 w
e

re
 s

o
 d

e
e

p
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 la
rg

e
 c

re
s
-

c
e

n
ts

 ra
th

e
r th

a
n

 to
o

th
 m

a
rk

s
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l th
e

 b
lo

o
d

 fro
m

 th
e

m
 

ru
n

n
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 h

e
r to

rs
o

 in
 s

tre
a

m
s
. H

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 w

e
re

 s
h

a
k

in
g

 s
o

 

m
u

c
h

 s
h

e
 k

e
p

t d
ro

p
p

in
g

 th
e

 c
lo

th
 in

to
 h

e
r la

p
. 

S
h

e
 
h

e
a

rd
 
a

 
h

is
s
 
o

f 
irrita

tio
n

 
a

n
d

 
M

a
lfo

y's
 
h

a
n

d
 
s
u

d
d

e
n

ly 

s
n

a
tc

h
e

d
 th

e
 c

lo
th

 fro
m

 h
e

r. S
h

e
 c

o
w

e
re

d
 b

a
c
k

. 
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h

is
 w

a
n

d
 a

n
d

 s
e

n
d

in
g

 little
 s

p
a

rk
s
 o

f lig
h

t in
to

 it. T
h

e
 rib

b
o

n
s
 flic

k
-

e
re

d
 a

n
d

 tw
is

te
d

 in
 re

sp
o

n
s
e

. 

"W
h

a
t s

p
e

ll d
id

 yo
u

 h
a

ve
 h

im
 u

s
e

?
" th

e
 h

e
a

le
r a

s
k

e
d

, fin
a

lly 

lo
o

k
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 fa

c
e

. 

"S
c
le

ra
 S

a
n

e
n

tu
r," s

h
e

 s
a

id
. 

H
is

 
e

ye
b

ro
w

s 
ju

m
p

e
d

. 
"Y

o
u

 
p

ro
b

a
b

ly 
w

o
u

ld
 
h

a
ve

 
lo

s
t 

yo
u

r 

s
ig

h
t if yo

u
'd

 g
o

n
e

 w
ith

 m
o

re
 c

o
m

m
o

n
 s

p
e

lls
. W

h
e

re
 d

id
 yo

u
 le

a
rn

 

th
is

 k
in

d
 o

f h
e

a
lin

g
?

" h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

 in
 a

n
 a

s
to

n
is

h
e

d
 vo

ic
e

. 

"A
u

s
tria

, F
ra

n
c
e

, A
lb

a
n

ia
, a

n
d

 D
e

n
m

a
rk

," H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
, h

e
r 

vo
ic

e
 s

u
b

d
u

e
d

. "I m
o

ve
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
. M

y s
p

e
c
ia

lty
 w

a
s
 h

e
a

lin
g

 th
e

 d
a

rk
 

a
rts

 a
n

d
 c

a
s
u

a
lty in

ju
rie

s
." 

"R
e

a
lly?

" T
h

e
 d

is
m

is
s
ive

 q
u

a
lity in

 th
e

 h
e

a
le

r's
 b

e
h

a
vio

r to
-

w
a

rd
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fa

d
e

d
 a

n
d

 h
e

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 h

e
r th

o
u

g
h

tfu
lly. "I a

p
p

lie
d

 to
 

s
tu

d
y in

 A
lb

a
n

ia
. B

a
c
k

 in
 '6

4
. C

o
u

ld
n

't g
e

t in
, m

y w
a

n
d

w
o

rk
 w

a
s
n

't 

p
re

c
is

e
 e

n
o

u
g

h
. B

e
a

u
tifu

l h
o

s
p

ita
l. T

h
e

ir O
ld

 M
a

g
ic

k
s
 D

e
p

a
rtm

e
n

t 

w
a

s
 E

u
ro

p
e

's
 fin

e
st." 

"It w
a

s
," H

e
rm

io
n

e
 sa

id
, h

e
r v

o
ic

e
 w

is
tfu

l. 

"P
ity h

o
w

 th
e

 te
rro

ris
ts

 d
e

s
tro

ye
d

 it d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 w
a

r," th
e

 h
e

a
le

r 

s
a

id
. "T

h
e

n
 a

g
a

in
," h

e
 e

y
e

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 c
lo

th
in

g
 a

n
d

 w
ris

ts
 a

n
d

 h
is

 

lip
 c

u
rle

d
, "I s

u
p

p
o

s
e

 y
o

u
 w

e
re

 o
n

e
 o

f th
e

m
." 

"N
o

t o
n

e
 w

h
o

 e
ve

r a
tta

c
k

e
d

 a
 h

o
s
p

ita
l," H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

. 

It h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

 fa
vo

u
re

d
 ta

c
tic

 o
f V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt's

; a
tta

c
k

 p
la

c
e

s 

th
a

t s
h

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

 n
e

u
tra

l a
n

d
 fra

m
e

 th
e

 R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 te
rro

ris
ts

 

fo
r it. It h

a
d

 h
e

lp
e

d
 a

lly
 th

e
 p

u
b

lic
 w

ith
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt, a

n
d

 d
rive

n
 th

e
 

R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 fu
rth

e
r u

n
d

e
rg

ro
u

n
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
m

e
m

b
e

re
d

 w
h

e
n

 th
e

y'd
 g

o
tte

n
 w

o
rd

 th
e

 A
lb

a
n

ia
n

 

h
o

s
p

ita
l h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 b
lo

w
n

 u
p

. T
h

e
re

'd
 b

e
e

n
 a

lm
o

s
t n

o
 s

u
rvivo

rs
; a

ll 

th
e

 h
e

a
le

rs
 w

h
o

 h
a

d
 m

e
n

to
re

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 d
ie

d
 in

 th
e

 ru
b

b
le

. 

T
h

e
 R

e
s
is

ta
n

c
e

 in
 A

lb
a

n
ia

 h
a

d
 d

is
a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 s
o

o
n

 a
fte

r. 

T
h

e
 s

p
e

c
ia

lis
t c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 to
 s

tu
d

y
 th

e
 d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

 re
a

d
in

g
 o

ve
r 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

o
re

 m
in

u
te

s
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 m

a
d

e
 it v

a
n

is
h

 w
ith

 

a
 flic

k
 o

f h
is

 w
a

n
d

. H
e

 c
a

s
t a

 fe
w

 c
h

a
rm

s
 th

a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fe

lt s
in

k
 

in
 a

n
d

 it g
re

w
 s

tra
n

g
e

ly
 c

o
ld

 fe
e

lin
g

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e

 fro
n

t o
f h

e
r b

ra
in

. 

T
h

e
n

 th
e

 h
e

a
le

r le
a

n
e

d
 fo

rw
a

rd
 a

n
d

 a
d

d
e

d
 a

 d
ro

p
 o

f E
s
s
e

n
c
e

 o
f 

D
itta

n
y to

 h
e

r e
ye

. 

"I th
in

k
 yo

u
 m

a
y
 a

c
tu

a
lly

 m
a

k
e

 a
 fu

ll re
c
o

ve
ry

. K
e

e
p

 th
e

 lig
h

ts
 

lo
w

 a
n

d
 a

p
p

ly E
s
s
e

n
c
e

 o
f D

itta
n

y
 e

ve
ry tw

o
 h

o
u

rs
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 d

a
y 

a
n

d
 a

n
 e

xtra
 d

ro
p

 ju
s
t b

e
fo

re
 yo

u
 g

o
 to

 s
le

e
p

 fo
r th

e
 n

e
xt tw

o
 

w
e

e
k

s
. D

o
 th

a
t, a

n
d

 I th
in

k
 th

e
re

 m
a

y e
n

d
 u

p
 b

e
in

g
 little

 to
 n

o
 lo

n
g

 

te
rm

 im
p

a
irm

e
n

t in
 y

o
u

r vis
io

n
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 o
n

e
-e

ye
d

 a
s
 h

e
 s

to
o

d
 a

n
d

 tu
rn

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 

M
a

lfo
y, stra

ig
h

te
n

in
g

 h
is

 ro
b

e
s p

o
m

p
o

u
s
ly. 
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 "I m

u
s
t s

a
y
, th

a
t's

 a
n

 e
xc

e
p

tio
n

a
l little

 h
e

a
le

r yo
u

've
 g

o
t th

e
re

. 

W
h

e
n

 yo
u

 to
ld

 m
e

 w
h

a
t h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 I w

a
s
 e

xp
e

c
tin

g
 s

h
e

'd
 e

n
d

 u
p

 

m
o

s
tly b

lin
d

 in
 th

e
 e

ye
. S

a
n

e
n

tu
r s

p
e

lls
 a

re
 q

u
ite

 o
b

s
c
u

re
 a

n
d

 in
-

ju
ry

-s
p

e
c
ific

. It's
 re

m
a

rk
a

b
le

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 th
e

 p
re

s
e

n
c
e

 o
f m

in
d

 to
 d

is
-

tin
g

u
is

h
 th

a
t it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

p
p

ro
p

ria
te

 fo
r re

p
a

irin
g

 th
a

t p
a

rtic
u

la
r 

typ
e

 o
f p

u
n

c
tu

re
." 

"Q
u

ite
 fo

rtu
n

a
te

," M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

, h
is

 to
n

e
 b

la
n

d
. "Is

 th
e

re
 a

n
y
-

th
in

g
 e

ls
e

 yo
u

 re
c
o

m
m

e
n

d
?

 I'm
 u

n
d

e
r s

tric
t o

rd
e

rs
 to

 k
e

e
p

 h
e

r in
 

g
o

o
d

 c
o

n
d

itio
n

. I d
o

n
't w

a
n

t a
n

yth
in

g
 o

ve
rlo

o
k

e
d

." 

"W
e

ll—
p

e
rh

a
p

s
 a

 c
o

o
l c

o
m

p
re

s
s
. E

s
s
e

n
c
e

 o
f D

itta
n

y 
w

o
rk

s
 

b
e

s
t in

 th
e

 e
ye

s
 w

h
e

n
 k

e
p

t a
t a

 c
o

o
l te

m
p

e
ra

tu
re

. A
n

d
—

a
h

—
u

m
. 

N
o

u
ris

h
in

g
 fo

o
d

. C
h

ic
k

e
n

 b
ro

th
s
 a

n
d

 th
e

 lik
e

. T
o

 h
e

lp
 th

e
 b

o
d

y h
e

a
l. 

S
h

e
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly k
n

o
w

s
." 

"V
e

ry w
e

ll," M
a

lfo
y
 s

a
id

, s
tra

ig
h

te
n

in
g

 a
n

d
 in

d
ic

a
tin

g
 to

w
a

rd
 

th
e

 d
o

o
r o

f H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 ro

o
m

 w
h

ic
h

 th
e

 h
o

u
s
e

-e
lve

s
 h

a
d

 re
p

a
ire

d
. 

T
h

e
 h

e
a

le
r lo

o
k

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

g
a

in
. 

"Q
u

ite
 e

xc
e

p
tio

n
a

l," h
e

 s
a

id
 a

g
a

in
 in

 a
 w

o
n

d
e

rin
g

 vo
ic

e
. "P

ity. 

S
u

c
h

 a
 w

a
s
te

 o
f ta

le
n

t." 

"H
m

m
," M

a
lfo

y
 s

a
id

 n
o

n
c
o

m
m

itta
lly. 

"A
n

d
 yo

u
, s

ir. Q
u

ite
 re

m
a

rk
a

b
le

 yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

 p
e

rfo
rm

 th
e

 s
p

e
lls

 

s
o

 w
e

ll. V
e

ry im
p

re
s
s
ive

 c
o

lla
b

o
ra

tio
n

. Y
o

u
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

 h
e

a
le

r yo
u

r-

s
e

lf." "S
o

 I k
e

e
p

 b
e

in
g

 to
ld

," M
a

lfo
y
 s

a
id

 w
ith

 a
n

 in
s
in

c
e

re
 s

m
ile

. "D
o

 

yo
u

 th
in

k
 S

t M
u

n
g

o
's

 w
ill s

till h
ire

 m
e

 a
fte

r I m
u

rd
e

re
d

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 in

 

th
e

ir w
a

itin
g

 ro
o

m
?

" 

T
h

e
 h

e
a

le
r b

la
n

c
h

e
d

. "W
e

ll—
W

h
a

t I m
e

a
n

 is
—

" 

"If th
e

re
's

 n
o

th
in

g
 e

ls
e

, I'll s
e

e
 yo

u
 o

u
t," M

a
lfo

y c
u

t h
im

 o
ff a

n
d

 

s
tro

d
e

 fro
m

 th
e

 ro
o

m
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
p

e
n

t m
o

s
t o

f th
e

 n
e

xt s
e

ve
ra

l d
a

ys
 in

 b
e

d
. A

 H
o

u
s
e

-

e
lf 

a
rrive

d
 

e
ve

ry 
tw

o
 

h
o

u
rs

 
w

ith
 

a
 

via
l 

o
f 

E
s
s
e

n
c
e

 
o

f 
D

itta
n

y, 

w
a

tc
h

e
d

 h
e

r a
s
 s

h
e

 a
p

p
lie

d
 a

 d
ro

p
 to

 h
e

r e
ye

, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 p
o

p
p

e
d

 

a
w

a
y a

g
a

in
. 

A
fte

r fo
u

r d
a

ys
, h

e
r vis

io
n

 w
ith

in
 a

n
 a

rm
's

 le
n

g
th

 w
a

s
 m

o
s
tly 

re
c
o

ve
re

d
 b

u
t, b

e
yo

n
d

 th
a

t ra
d

iu
s
, th

in
g

s
 b

e
c
a

m
e

 b
lu

rry a
n

d
 it h

u
rt 

to
 try to

 fo
c
u

s
. 

M
a

lfo
y d

id
 n

o
t a

p
p

e
a

r a
g

a
in

 b
u

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t s

h
e

 h
e

a
rd

 

h
is

 fo
o

ts
te

p
s
 in

 th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y
. 

T
h

e
n

 H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 c
a

m
e

. 

"Y
o

u
've

 h
a

d
 a

 ra
th

e
r u

n
fo

rtu
n

a
te

 m
o

n
th

, I h
e

a
r," S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

, 

c
o

n
ju

rin
g

 a
 m

e
d

ic
a

l ta
b

le
 a

n
d

 w
a

itin
g

 fo
r H

e
rm

io
n

e
 to

 a
p

p
ro

a
c
h

 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 n

o
th

in
g

 a
s
 s

h
e

 w
e

n
t o

ve
r a

n
d

 s
e

a
te

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf 

o
n

 th
e

 e
d

g
e

 o
f it. S

tro
u

d
 p

u
lle

d
 a

 via
l o

f ve
rita

s
e

ru
m

 o
u

t a
n

d
 H

e
r-

m
io

n
e

 o
p

e
n

e
d

 h
e

r m
o

u
th

 a
n

d
 a

c
c
e

p
te

d
 th

e
 d

ro
p

 o
n

 h
e

r to
n

g
u

e
. 
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 S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't s
u

re
 w

h
a

t. 

W
a

s
 it s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 to
 d

o
 w

ith
 M

a
lfo

y?
 

A
 m

a
n

 w
a

s
 k

n
e

e
lin

g
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

e
r le

g
s
. M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 u

p
 a

t h
im

. G
la

ze
d

. 

H
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 w
e

re
 tw

itc
h

in
g

; c
la

w
in

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 g
ra

ve
l. 

H
e

 le
a

n
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 to

w
a

rd
 h

e
r. 

H
is

 fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 ve

ry
 c

lo
s
e

 to
 h

e
rs

. 

M
a

y
b

e
 h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 te
ll h

e
r a

 s
e

c
re

t. 

S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 w

a
s
 p

ro
d

d
in

g
 h

e
r b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

e
r le

g
s
. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt s
h

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

a
t—

b
u

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't re
m

e
m

b
e

r. 

S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 th

a
t w

a
s
n

't s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 to

 h
a

p
p

e
n

. 

A
 s

e
c
re

t. 

F
ro

m
 M

a
lfo

y. 

B
u

t—
s
h

e
 d

id
n

't w
a

n
t to

. 

M
a

lfo
y w

o
u

ld
 k

n
o

w
—

if sh
e

 h
a

d
 a

 s
e

c
re

t. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 a

lw
a

ys
 in

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 te
ll th

e
 m

a
n

 b
u

t s
h

e
 ju

s
t c

rie
d

 in
s
te

a
d

. 

T
h

e
n

 s
u

d
d

e
n

ly
 th

e
 m

a
n

 w
a

s
 g

o
n

e
 a

n
d

 th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 lo
u

d
 c

ra
s
h

-

in
g

 n
o

is
e

. 

S
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

n
d

 fo
u

n
d

 th
e

 m
a

n
 s

m
a

s
h

e
d

 in
to

 th
e

 w
a

ll o
f th

e
 

m
a

n
o

r. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 k

ic
k

in
g

 h
im

 s
o

 vio
le

n
tly

 th
a

t th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 c
ra

c
k

in
g

 

s
o

u
n

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

t u
p

 a
n

d
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
. 

M
a

lfo
y p

ic
k

e
d

 th
e

 m
a

n
 u

p
 b

y h
is

 th
ro

a
t a

n
d

 p
u

lle
d

 h
im

 u
p

 th
e

 

w
a

ll u
n

til th
e

y w
e

re
 e

y
e

-to
-e

ye
. 

"H
o

w
 d

a
re

 yo
u

?
 D

id
 yo

u
 th

in
k

 y
o

u
'd

 g
e

t a
w

a
y w

ith
 th

is
, M

o
n

-

ta
g

u
e

?
" 

"Y
o

u
 d

id
n

't s
e

e
m

 to
 c

a
re

 a
b

o
u

t h
a

vin
g

 h
e

r, M
a

lfo
y," M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

 

ra
s
p

e
d

. "I a
s
s
u

m
e

d
 yo

u
 d

id
n

't m
in

d
 s

h
a

rin
g

, s
e

e
in

g
 th

e
 w

a
y yo

u
 le

t 

A
s
to

ria
 o

u
t to

 p
la

y
. T

h
e

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
 w

a
s
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 to

 b
e

 m
in

e
. Y

o
u

 

c
u

t in
 lin

e
. I w

a
s
 th

e
 o

n
e

 w
h

o
 c

a
u

g
h

t h
e

r. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 m

in
e

." 

"S
h

e
 w

ill n
e

ve
r b

e
 y

o
u

rs
." M

a
lfo

y s
n

e
e

re
d

 a
s
 h

e
 m

a
d

e
 a

 vic
io

u
s
 

s
ta

b
b

in
g

 m
o

tio
n

 a
n

d
 s

lic
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
's

 s
h

irt a
n

d
 in

to
 h

is
 

s
to

m
a

c
h

. 

W
ith

o
u

t h
e

s
ita

tin
g

, o
r lo

w
e

rin
g

 M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 fro

m
 w

h
e

re
 h

e
 w

a
s
 

h
o

ld
in

g
 h

im
, M

a
lfo

y s
h

o
ve

d
 h

is
 h

a
n

d
 in

s
id

e
 M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

's
 a

b
d

o
m

in
a

l 

c
a

vity a
n

d
 s

ta
rte

d
 p

u
llin

g
 o

rg
a

n
s
 o

u
t a

n
d

 w
in

d
in

g
 th

e
m

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

is
 

fis
t. M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

 w
a

s
 s

c
re

a
m

in
g

 a
n

d
 th

ra
s
h

in
g

. 

M
a

lfo
y d

re
w

 o
u

t a
 h

a
n

d
fu

l o
f in

te
s
tin

e
s
 fa

r e
n

o
u

g
h

 th
a

t th
e

y 

g
litte

re
d

 in
 th

e
 m

o
o

n
lig

h
t. 



   h
e

re
 w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
—

 

S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 is

n
't rig

h
t a

b
o

u
t th

is
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t a
s
 

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 p

u
s
h

e
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 h

e
d

g
e

 a
n

d
 h

e
r d

re
s
s
 w

a
s
 rip

p
e

d
 

o
p

e
n

. C
o

ld
. 

C
o

ld
 a

ir w
a

s
 o

n
 h

e
r. 

T
e

e
th

 w
e

re
 o

n
 h

e
r th

ro
a

t. It h
u

rt. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't lik
e

 it. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 p
u

s
h

 a
w

a
y b

u
t h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 w

e
re

 s
h

o
ve

d
 ro

u
g

h
ly 

a
s
id

e
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 s

h
e

 fe
lt te

e
th

 a
g

a
in

s
t h

e
r b

re
a

s
t a

 m
o

m
e

n
t b

e
fo

re
 

th
e

y b
it d

o
w

n
. 

H
a

rd
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 c

ryin
g

—
s
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t. 

F
in

g
e

rs
 w

e
re

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

 h
e

r le
g

s
 a

n
d

 s
ta

b
b

in
g

 in
to

 h
e

r. P
o

k
in

g
 

h
e

r vio
le

n
tly. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 p
u

ll h
e

r le
g

s
 c

lo
s
e

d
 b

u
t s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 lo
d

g
e

d
 its

e
lf in

 

b
e

tw
e

e
n

 th
e

m
. 

S
o

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't th
in

k
—

 

T
h

is
 w

a
s
n

't s
u

p
p

o
s
e

d
 to

—
 

T
h

e
 h

e
d

g
e

 w
a

s
 s

c
ra

tc
h

in
g

 h
e

r. S
ta

b
b

in
g

 in
to

 h
e

r b
a

c
k

. 

F
in

g
e

rs
 k

e
p

t d
ig

g
in

g
 in

s
id

e
 h

e
r a

n
d

 te
e

th
 k

e
p

t b
itin

g
 h

e
r s

h
o

u
l-

d
e

rs
 a

n
d

 b
re

a
s
ts

. 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 o

n
 th

e
 g

ro
u

n
d

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l th

e
 g

ra
ve

l o
f th

e
 p

a
th

 u
n

d
e

r h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
. 

S
h

a
rp

, c
o

ld
 little

 ro
c
k

s
. 

S
o

m
e

th
in

g
—

s
h

e
 d

id
n

't w
a

n
t. 

It w
a

s
 a

b
o

u
t to

 h
a

p
p

e
n

. 

S
h

e
 ju

s
t—
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 S
tro

u
d

 c
a

s
t a

 g
e

n
e

ra
l d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

 o
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
n

d
 th

e
y b

o
th

 

s
tu

d
ie

d
 it. H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 e
ye

 w
a

s
 d

o
in

g
 b

e
tte

r. H
e

r s
o

d
iu

m
 le

ve
ls 

w
e

re
 n

o
rm

a
l. H

e
r c

o
rtis

o
l le

ve
ls

 w
e

re
 e

xtre
m

e
ly h

ig
h

. 

T
h

e
y w

e
re

 a
lw

a
y
s
 h

ig
h

, b
u

t th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 m
a

rk
e

d
 s

p
ik

e
 in

 th
e

m
. 

S
tro

u
d

 s
ig

h
e

d
 a

n
d

 w
ro

te
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 in
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 file
 b

e
fo

re
 

c
a

s
tin

g
 a

 p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y
 d

e
te

c
tio

n
 c

h
a

rm
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
lre

a
d

y k
n

e
w

 w
h

a
t th

e
 re

su
lt o

f th
e

 c
h

a
rm

 w
o

u
ld

 

b
e

. S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 p

o
in

te
d

ly
 a

t th
e

 c
lo

c
k

 o
n

 th
e

 w
a

ll. H
e

r im
b

a
la

n
c
e

d
 

vis
io

n
 m

e
a

n
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't m

a
k

e
 o

u
t th

e
 n

u
m

b
e

rs
 a

n
ym

o
re

 o
r e

ve
n

 

th
e

 h
a

n
d

s
 u

n
le

s
s
 s

h
e

 c
lo

s
e

d
 h

e
r le

ft e
ye

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 lo
n

g
 s

ile
n

c
e

. S
o

 lo
n

g
 th

a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fin

a
lly lo

o
k

e
d

 

b
a

c
k

 a
n

d
 fo

u
n

d
 H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 h

a
d

 c
a

s
t a

 m
o

re
 d

e
ta

ile
d

 d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 

o
f H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 re
p

ro
d

u
c
tive

 s
ys

te
m

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't m

a
k

e
 o

u
t a

ll th
e

 re
a

d
in

g
s
 c

le
a

rly b
u

t s
h

e
 

re
c
o

g
n

is
e

d
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 k
n

o
w

 th
a

t th
e

re
 w

a
s
 n

o
th

in
g

 u
n

u
s
u

a
l in

 it. 

S
h

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 u

p
 a

t H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

's
 fa

c
e

. 

It w
a

s
 b

lu
rre

d
 b

u
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

till m
a

k
e

 o
u

t th
e

 fa
m

ilia
r 

te
n

s
e

d
 irrita

tio
n

 a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 w

o
m

a
n

's
 m

o
u

th
 a

s
 s

h
e

 m
a

n
ip

u
la

te
d

 

th
e

 d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 w
ith

 h
e

r w
a

n
d

. 

"Y
o

u
're

 s
till n

o
t p

re
g

n
a

n
t," S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

 fla
tly. 

T
h

e
 w

o
rd

s
 w

e
re

 b
o

th
 a

n
 a

c
c
u

s
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 a

 c
o

n
d

e
m

n
a

tio
n

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

n
't flin

c
h

 o
r e

ve
n

 b
lin

k
. H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

, 

"Y
o

u
're

 o
n

e
 o

f th
e

 o
n

ly o
n

e
s
 s

till n
o

t p
re

g
n

a
n

t. A
n

d
 in

 th
e

 c
a

s
e

 o
f 

th
e

 o
th

e
rs

, it is
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 th
e

—
s
ire

s
 h

a
v
e

 is
s
u

e
s
 o

f th
e

ir o
w

n
." 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

. H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 b

e
 a

w
a

itin
g

 a
 

d
e

fe
n

s
e

. 

"P
e

rh
a

p
s
 th

e
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 h
a

s
 is

s
u

e
s
 to

o
," H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fin

a
lly 

s
a

id
. "H

e
 d

o
e

s
 n

o
t. I e

x
a

m
in

e
d

 h
im

 m
y
s
e

lf, s
e

ve
ra

l tim
e

s
 n

o
w

. H
e

 

is
 p

e
rfe

c
tly virile

 a
n

d
 fe

rtile
. E

x
c
e

p
tio

n
a

l e
ve

n
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fo
u

g
h

t a
g

a
in

s
t le

ttin
g

 h
e

r m
o

u
th

 tw
itc

h
 w

ith
 a

m
u

s
e

-

m
e

n
t a

t th
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t o

f M
a

lfo
y b

e
in

g
 e

xa
m

in
e

d
 b

y S
tro

u
d

. H
e

 m
u

s
t 

lo
ve

 th
a

t, sh
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t to

 h
e

rs
e

lf. 

O
u

tw
a

rd
ly H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
 s

ile
n

t. H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
ig

h
e

d
 s

h
a

rp
ly. 

"H
o

w
 d

o
e

s
 
h

e
 ta

k
e

 yo
u

?
 D

o
 
yo

u
 s

ta
y re

c
lin

e
d

 a
fte

r 
a

s
 in

-

s
tru

c
te

d
?

 A
re

 yo
u

 w
a

s
h

in
g

 a
fte

rw
a

rd
s
?
" 

T
h

e
 q

u
e

stio
n

s
 w

e
re

 s
u

s
p

ic
io

u
s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

e
r c

h
e

e
k

s
 flu

s
h

 a
s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 c

o
m

p
e

lle
d

 to
 a

n
-

s
w

e
r th

e
 q

u
e

stio
n

s
. 

"T
h

e
re

's
 a

 c
lo

c
k

 th
e

re
 o

n
 th

e
 w

a
ll. I a

lw
a

ys
 w

a
it fo

r th
e

 a
llo

tte
d

 

tim
e

 b
e

fo
re

 m
o

vin
g

. I fo
llo

w
 a

ll th
e

 w
a

s
h

in
g

 in
s
tru

c
tio

n
s
. T

h
e

 p
o

r-

tra
it c

a
n

 v
e

rify it." 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

's
 e

ye
s
 w

e
re

 n
a

rro
w

e
d

. 
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 H

e
r a

p
p

e
a

ra
n

c
e

 s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 s

e
t h

im
 o

ff. 

"Ju
s
t s

h
u

t yo
u

r e
ye

s
," h

e
 h

is
s
e

d
. "I'm

 n
o

t g
o

in
g

 to
 h

u
rt yo

u
." 

S
h

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf to

 c
lo

s
e

 h
e

r e
ye

s
, a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 fo

c
u

s
 o

n
 re

g
-

u
la

tin
g

 h
e

r b
re

a
th

in
g

 a
s
 s

h
e

 fe
lt th

e
 b

e
d

 s
h

ift. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

m
e

ll h
im

; 

th
e

 b
itin

g
 s

c
e

n
t o

f th
e

 fo
re

s
t flo

o
r s

u
d

d
e

n
ly s

tru
c
k

 h
e

r a
s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 

n
o

t to
 h

yp
e

rve
n

tila
te

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 s
h

e
 fe

lt h
im

 s
lid

e
 h

e
r ro

b
e

s
 a

s
id

e
 

a
n

d
 m

o
ve

 in
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

e
r le

g
s
. 

B
e

tw
e

e
n

 h
e

r le
g

s
. L

ik
e

 M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
. 

T
h

e
 sh

a
rp

, c
o

ld
 little

 ro
c
k

s
. 

S
h

e
 s

o
b

b
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r te
e

th
 a

n
d

 flin
c
h

e
d

. H
e

r b
o

d
y
 w

a
s
 s

o
 

te
n

s
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

h
a

k
in

g
. S
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 b
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 p
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 c

a
s
u

a
lly d

is
e

m
b

o
w

e
l p

e
o

p
le

, b
u

t ra
p

e
 c

ro
s
s
e

d
 a

 lin
e

. 

D
id

 h
e

 a
lw

a
y
s
 th
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p
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yin

g
 it, it d

o
e

sn
't ta

k
e

 lo
n

g
 to

 s
p

re
a

d
. I a

m
 n

o
w

 p
u

b
lic

ly 

a
c
k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
d

 a
s
 th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
's

 p
ro

te
g

e
. T

h
e

 p
re

vio
u

s
 a

n
o

n
y
m

ity 

w
a

s
 fo

r m
y p

ro
te

c
tio

n
, o

f c
o

u
rs

e
." 

"O
f c

o
u

rs
e

," H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
. "B

u
t y

o
u

 w
e

re
 p

u
n

is
h

e
d

 fo
r it." 

"O
th

e
r p

e
o

p
le

 a
re

 d
e

a
d

," h
e

 s
a

id
, e

ye
s
 c

o
ld

, "I w
a

s
 m

e
re

ly 

c
h

a
s
tis

e
d

." 

"S
o

 ju
s
t tw

o
 m

in
u

te
s o

f th
e

 c
ru

c
ia

tu
s
 th

e
n

?
" H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

 in
 

a
 b

itin
g

 to
n

e
. 

"F
ive

." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

e
rs

e
lf p

a
le

 w
ith

 h
o

rro
r a

s
 s

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 u
p

 a
t h

im
. 

H
e

 g
a

ve
 a

 th
in

 s
m

ile
. 

"D
o

n
't w

o
rry yo

u
rs

e
lf o

n
 m

y a
c
c
o

u
n

t, m
y c

o
n

s
c
ie

n
tio

u
s
 little

 

h
e

a
le

r. It w
a

s
 d

a
ys

 a
g

o
. I live

 o
n

." 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

. 

"W
h

y
 d

id
 yo

u
 k

ill M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
?
" s

h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 lyin
g

 

in
 b

e
d

 fo
r d

a
ys

, a
n

d
 w

o
n

d
e

rin
g

 a
b

o
u

t it. If h
e

 w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 k
ill M

o
n

-

ta
g

u
e

, w
h

y n
o

t h
a

ve
 d

o
n

e
 it im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly

?
 W

h
y
 p

u
b

lic
ly?

 

M
a

lfo
y s

m
irk

e
d

. "I w
a

s
 w

o
n

d
e

rin
g

 w
h

e
n

 yo
u

'd
 fin

a
lly a

s
k

 th
a

t 

q
u

e
stio

n
. I w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 th
o

u
g

h
t it w

a
s
 o

b
vio

u
s
. H

e
 b

la
ta

n
tly a

n
d

 in
-

te
n

tio
n

a
lly in

te
rfe

re
d

 a
n

d
 e

n
d

a
n

g
e

re
d

 m
y
 a

s
s
ig

n
m

e
n

t, d
e

s
p

ite
 b

e
-

in
g

 re
p

e
a

te
d

ly w
a

rn
e

d
 th

a
t yo

u
 w

e
re

 n
o

t to
 b

e
 ta

m
p

e
re

d
 w

ith
 in

 

a
n

y w
a

y
. I w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 d
o

n
e

 it m
o

re
 fo

rm
a

lly, b
u

t w
ith

 m
y trip

 I w
a

s
 

u
n

fo
rtu

n
a

te
ly s

h
o

rt o
n

 tim
e

." 

"S
o

 yo
u

 k
ille

d
 h

im
 in

 th
e

 m
id

d
le

 o
f S

t M
u

n
g

o
s
?

" s
h

e
 s

a
id

, e
y-

in
g

 h
im

 d
o

u
b

tfu
lly. 

"W
e

ll, I w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 k
ill h

im
 in

 h
is

 h
o

s
p

ita
l ro

o
m

, b
u

t h
e

 trie
d

 

to
 ru

n
. I im

p
ro

vis
e

d
." M

a
lfo

y's
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 in

d
iffe

re
n

t. "N
o

w
, if 

yo
u

're
 q

u
ite

 d
o

n
e

 b
a

rra
g

in
g

 m
e

 w
ith

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
s
 I b

e
lie

ve
 w

e
 h

a
ve

 a
 

le
g

ilim
e

n
c
y
 s

e
s
s
io

n
 s

c
h

e
d

u
le

d
." 

H
e

 d
id

n
't g

o
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r e
ye

s
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
n

't s
u

re
 if th

e
re

 

w
a

s
 a

n
y
 h

e
a

lin
g

 lite
ra

tu
re

 a
b

o
u

t u
s
in

g
 le

g
ilim

e
n

c
y
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 a
n

 e
ye

 

in
ju

ry, b
u

t M
a

lfo
y a

p
p

a
re

n
tly

 h
a

d
 d

e
c
id

e
d

 n
o

t to
 ris

k
 it a

n
d

 ju
s
t 

d
ro

ve
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r s
k

u
ll. 

It h
u

rt a
 b

it m
o

re
 th

a
n

 it u
s
u

a
lly d

id
, b

u
t o

n
c
e

 h
e

 h
a

d
 fo

rc
e

d
 

h
is

 
w

a
y 

th
ro

u
g

h
, 

th
e

 
p

a
in

 
e

a
s
e

d
 
s
o

m
e

w
h

a
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
w

is
h

e
d

 

th
e

re
 w

e
re

 s
o

m
e

 w
a

y o
f d

is
s
o

c
ia

tin
g

 w
h

ile
 h

e
 s

ifte
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r 

m
in

d
, b

u
t le

g
ilim

e
n

c
y d

ra
g

g
e

d
 th

e
 vic

tim
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 m
in

d
 a

lo
n

g
-

s
id

e
 th

e
 le

g
ilim

e
n

s
. W

h
e

re
ve

r M
a

lfo
y
 w

e
n

t in
s
id

e
 h

e
r m

in
d

, s
o

 d
id

 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 n
e

w
ly u

n
lo

c
k

e
d

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
, o

n
ly fre

s
h

e
r re

p
e

titio
n

s
 

o
f th

e
 o

ld
 o

n
e

s
; e

s
p

e
c
ia

lly G
in

n
y
 c

ryin
g

. It fe
lt lik

e
 sh

e
 d

re
a

m
t o

f it 

   h
e

 n
e

xt m
o

rn
in

g
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf fro

m
 b

e
d

 a
n

d
 in

to
 

th
e

 b
a

th
ro

o
m

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 h
a

ll w
ith

 a
 s

h
o

w
e

r. T
h

e
 h

o
t w

a
te

r 

b
e

a
tin

g
 d

o
w

n
 a

n
d

 ra
d

ia
tin

g
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r w
a

s
 th

e
 c

lo
s
e

s
t th

in
g

 

to
 p

h
ys

ic
a

l c
o

m
fo

rt th
a

t s
h

e
 h

a
d

 a
c
c
e

s
s
 to

. 

S
h

e
 c

lo
s
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 a

n
d

 s
ta

y
e

d
 th

e
re

, e
ve

n
tu

a
lly s

in
k

in
g

 d
o

w
n

 

o
n

to
 th

e
 flo

o
r a

n
d

 h
u

g
g

in
g

 h
e

r k
n

e
e

s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
q

u
e

e
ze

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s 

s
h

u
t a

n
d

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 th

in
k

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 p
re

vio
u

s
 n

ig
h

t. 

S
h

e
 fo

c
u

s
e

d
 o

n
 h

e
r s

h
o

w
e

r. 

O
n

e
 o

f th
e

 m
o

s
t u

n
d

e
r-a

p
p

re
c
ia

te
d

 a
s
p

e
c
ts

 o
f m

a
g

ic
 w

a
s
 th

e
 

n
e

ve
r e

n
d

in
g

 s
u

p
p

ly o
f h

o
t w

a
te

r. T
h

e
 te

m
p

e
ra

tu
re

 n
e

ve
r fa

lte
re

d
 

o
r ra

n
 o

u
t. It ju

s
t s

tre
a

m
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 u

p
o

n
 h

e
r. If s

h
e

 s
ta

y
e

d
 th

e
re

 fo
r 

a
n

 e
n

tire
 d

a
y
 th

e
 w

a
te

r w
o

u
ld

 s
till c

o
m

e
 o

u
t h

o
t. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 fin

a
lly fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf to

 tu
rn

 o
ff th

e
 ta

p
s
 a

n
d

 c
lim

b
 

o
u

t, s
h

e
 s

to
o

d
 in

 th
e

 m
id

d
le

 o
f th

e
 s

te
a

m
y b

a
th

ro
o

m
 tryin

g
 o

f s
u

m
-

m
o

n
 th

e
 w

illp
o

w
e

r to
 d

ry o
ff a

n
d

 d
re

s
s
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
e

ve
r fe

lt s
o

 u
n

m
o

tiva
te

d
. E

xis
tin

g
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 lik

e
 s

u
c
h

 

a
 u

n
fa

ir d
e

m
a

n
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

u
ld

 g
ive

 a
n

yth
in

g
 fo

r a
 b

o
o

k
—

a
n

yth
in

g
 to

 re
a

d
 

b
u

t th
e

 n
e

w
s
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

ic
k

 o
f th

e
 n

e
w

s
. 

P
e

rh
a

p
s
 s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 g
o

 fo
r a

 w
a

lk
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
n

't b
e

e
n

 o
u

ts
id

e
 

s
in

c
e

 th
e

 e
q

u
in

o
x. S

h
e

 d
id

n
't k

n
o

w
 if s

h
e

 w
a

s
 e

ve
r g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e

 a
b

le
 

to
 g

o
 n

e
a

r th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
s
 a

g
a

in
, b

u
t p

e
rh

a
p

s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 m
a

n
a

g
e

 a
 w

a
lk

 

a
lo

n
g

 o
n

e
 o

f th
e

 la
n

e
s
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 in
s
p

e
c
t th

e
 b

u
d

s
 o

n
 th

e
 tre

e
s
. 

C
o

u
n

t d
a

ffo
d

ils
. S

o
m

e
th

in
g

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
lk

e
d

 o
u

t o
f th

e
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
 a

n
d

 w
e

n
t d

o
w

n
 th

e
 ic

y
 h

a
ll-

w
a

y w
ra

p
p

e
d

 in
 a

 to
w

e
l. B

a
c
k

 in
 h

e
r ro

o
m

 s
h

e
 w

e
n

t o
ve

r to
 th

e
 

w
a

rd
ro

b
e

 to
 p

u
ll a

 fre
sh

 s
e

t o
f ro

b
e

s
 o

u
t. 

L
a

yin
g

 th
e

m
 o

u
t o

n
 th

e
 b

e
d

 s
h

e
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 th

e
 to

w
e

l a
n

d
 s

u
r-

ve
ye

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

T 
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 T
h

e
 re

m
a

in
in

g
 s

c
a

rs
 fro

m
 M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

 h
a

d
 a

ll fa
d

e
d

 e
n

tire
ly

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 s
p

o
t o

n
 th

e
 in

s
id

e
 o

f h
e

r rig
h

t b
re

a
s
t th

a
t s

till fe
lt 

s
c
a

rre
d

 in
 th

e
 tis

s
u

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 ra
n

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 o
ve

r it th
o

u
g

h
tfu

lly
. It h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 s
o

 

d
e

e
p

, it p
ro

b
a

b
ly

 s
h

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 re
q

u
ire

d
 a

 m
o

re
 s

p
e

c
ific

 h
e

a
lin

g
 

c
h

a
rm

. T
h

e
 a

re
a

 fe
lt ta

u
t. 

It h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 d

e
e

p
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 th

a
t th

e
 d

a
m

a
g

e
d

 tis
s
u

e
 w

a
s
 n

o
t ju

s
t 

d
e

rm
a

l. T
yp

ic
a

l h
e

a
lin

g
 c

h
a

rm
s
 w

e
re

 d
e

sig
n

e
d

 fo
r s

k
in

 a
n

d
 m

u
s
c
le

 

re
p

a
ir. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 a

 s
p

e
c
ific

 s
p

e
ll fo

r re
p

a
irin

g
 m

a
m

m
a

ry 

tis
s
u

e
, b

u
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't re
m

e
m

b
e

r it o
ff th

e
 to

p
 o

f h
e

r h
e

a
d

. 

S
h

e
 c

lo
s
e

d
 h

e
r e

y
e

s
, a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 th

in
k

 b
a

c
k

 a
n

d
 s

e
e

 if s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 

re
m

e
m

b
e

r le
a

rn
in

g
 it. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r a

 la
rg

e
 b

o
o

k
 o

f h
e

a
lin

g
 s

p
e

lls
. S

h
e

'd
 c

a
r-

rie
d

 it w
ith

 h
e

r c
o

n
s
ta

n
tly

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l ye

a
rs

. S
h

ru
n

k
 to

 fit in
 h

e
r 

p
o

c
k

e
ts

, 
a

lw
a

ys
 
o

n
 
h

a
n

d
. 

S
ta

in
e

d
 
w

ith
 
b

lo
o

d
 
a

n
d

 
p

o
tio

n
s
 
th

a
t 

s
p

ille
d

 a
n

d
 s

a
n

k
 in

to
 th

e
 p

a
g

e
s
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 to

o
 b

u
s
y to

 c
h

a
rm

 

th
e

m
 a

w
a

y
 in

 tim
e

. D
o

g
-e

a
re

d
 to

 th
e

 m
o

s
t im

p
o

rta
n

t s
e

c
tio

n
s
. S

o
 

m
a

n
y d

o
g

-e
a

re
d

 p
a

g
e

s
. C

ra
m

m
e

d
 w

ith
 h

e
r n

o
te

s
 in

 th
e

 m
a

rg
in

s
. 

It h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 th

e
 firs

t th
in

g
 s

h
e

 b
o

u
g

h
t a

fte
r D

u
m

b
le

d
o

re
 d

ie
d

. 

S
h

e
 re

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 th

e
 la

rg
e

 o
w

l th
a

t fle
w

 in
to

 th
e

 G
re

a
t H

a
ll o

f H
o

g
-

w
a

rts
 a

n
d

 d
ro

p
p

e
d

 it fo
r h

e
r. 

E
ve

ryo
n

e
 e

ls
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 ta

lk
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t re

sta
rtin

g
 D

A
. B

u
yin

g
 

b
o

o
k

s
 o

n
 d

e
fe

n
s
e

 m
a

g
ic

. B
u

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 to

 h
e

a
lin

g
. It 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 th

e
 s

ta
rt o

f th
e

 s
c
h

is
m

, th
e

 s
p

a
c
e

 th
a

t s
lo

w
ly g

re
w

 b
e

-

tw
e

e
n

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
n

d
 e

ve
ryo

n
e

 e
ls

e
 h

e
r a

g
e

 w
ith

in
 th

e
 R

e
s
is

ta
n

c
e

. 

W
h

ile
 th

e
y h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 d
rillin

g
 s

h
ie

ld
 c

h
a

rm
s a

n
d

 s
tu

n
n

e
rs

, s
h

e
 

h
a

d
 g

o
n

e
 to

 M
a

d
a

m
 P

o
m

fre
y a

n
d

 a
s
k

e
d

 fo
r a

n
 a

p
p

re
n

tic
e

s
h

ip
. 

S
h

e
 s

p
e

n
t m

o
s
t o

f h
e

r d
a

ys
 w

ith
 M

a
d

a
m

 P
o

m
fre

y, m
e

m
o

ris
-

in
g

 e
ve

ry h
e

a
lin

g
 s

p
e

ll a
n

d
 a

d
va

n
c
e

d
 d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

 c
h

a
rm

s
 th

e
 s

c
h

o
o

l 

m
a

tro
n

 c
o

u
ld

 te
a

c
h

. L
e

a
rn

in
g

 w
h

ic
h

 s
ig

n
s
 a

n
d

 s
ym

p
to

m
s to

 lo
o

k
 

o
u

t fo
r. 

H
e

a
lin

g
 s

p
e

ll w
o

rk
 w

a
s
 h

ig
h

ly
 p

re
c
is

e
—

s
u

b
tle

. It re
q

u
ire

d
 th

e
 

a
b

ility to
 filte

r o
u

t d
is

tra
c
tio

n
s
 a

n
d

 fo
c
u

s
, to

 c
h

a
n

n
e

l m
a

g
ic

 w
ith

 

e
xtre

m
e

ly d
e

lic
a

te
 n

u
a

n
c
e

. D
e

te
rm

in
e

 th
e

 p
ro

p
e

r s
p

e
ll, p

e
rfe

c
t th

e
 

in
fle

c
tio

n
, a

n
d

 th
e

n
 fu

n
n

e
l d

o
w

n
 o

n
e

's
 in

te
n

tio
n

s
 w

ith
 p

re
c
is

io
n

. 

H
e

a
le

rs
 d

id
n

't u
s
e

 p
h

ys
ic

a
l s

c
a

lp
e

ls
, b

u
t m

a
g

ic
a

lly s
p

e
a

k
in

g
 

th
e

 m
e

n
ta

l e
xa

c
titu

d
e

 a
n

d
 w

a
n

d
w

o
rk

 w
a

s
 c

o
m

p
a

ra
b

le
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 m

e
m

o
ris

e
d

 d
ia

g
ra

m
 a

fte
r d

ia
g

ra
m

 o
f h

u
m

a
n

 

a
n

a
to

m
y. D

rillin
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf o
n

 a
ll th

e
 d

e
ta

ils
 s

h
e

 n
e

e
d

e
d

 to
 tra

in
 h

e
r 

e
ye

s
 to

 p
ic

k
 u

p
 in

 a
 d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

; p
u

zzle
 p

ie
c
e

s
 o

f in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 th
a

t 

h
a

d
 to

 b
e

 a
s
s
e

m
b

le
d

 in
 o

rd
e

r to
 id

e
n

tify w
h

a
t m

ig
h

t b
e

 w
ro

n
g

. 

T
h

e
n

 in
 th

e
 e

ve
n

in
g

 s
h

e
'd

 h
e

a
d

 to
 th

e
 d

u
n

g
e

o
n

s
 to

 s
tu

d
y p

o
-

tio
n

s
 w

ith
 S

n
a

p
e

. 
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 S
h

e
 s

till fe
lt u

tte
rly n

a
u

s
e

a
te

d
 a

t th
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t o

f h
a

vin
g

 M
a

lfo
y 

'ta
k

e
' h

e
r o

n
 a

 b
e

d
 'w

ith
 le

s
s
 d

e
ta

c
h

m
e

n
t;' o

f g
e

ttin
g

 p
re

g
n

a
n

t; o
f 

n
o

t g
e

ttin
g

 p
re

g
n

a
n

t a
n

d
 th

e
n

 g
e

ttin
g

 h
a

n
d

e
d

 o
ve

r to
 L

u
c
iu

s
... 

N
o

 g
o

o
d

 o
p

tio
n

s
; ju

s
t w

o
rs

e
 a

n
d

 w
o

rs
e

 u
n

til s
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t s
h

e
 

w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 fin
a

lly ju
s
t h

a
v
e

 a
 m

e
n

ta
l b

re
a

k
d

o
w

n
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't s
to

p
 th

in
k

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t it, a
n

d
 e

ve
ry tim

e
 s

h
e

 re
-

vie
w

e
d

 th
e

 o
p

tio
n

s
 a

g
a

in
 s

h
e

 fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 w

e
re

 g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e
 

vio
le

n
tly ill. 

M
a

lfo
y c

a
s
t a

 d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 c
h

a
rm

 o
n

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 a

n
d

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 it. 

"H
o

w
 m

u
c
h

 c
a

n
 yo

u
 s

e
e

 n
o

w
?

" h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 la
u

g
h

e
d

 a
b

ru
p

tly. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 id
e

a
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

'd
 la

s
t la

u
g

h
e

d
. Y

e
a

rs
 b

e
fo

re
, m

o
s
t 

lik
e

ly. B
u

t th
e

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
 w

a
s
 fu

n
n

y. H
ila

rio
u

s
 e

ve
n

. 

E
ve

ryth
in

g
 in

 h
e

r life
 w

a
s
 a

 c
o

m
p

le
te

 a
n

d
 u

tte
r h

o
rro

r, a
n

d
 

s
o

m
e

h
o

w
 M

a
lfo

y's
 firs

t c
o

n
c
e

rn
 w

a
s
 h

e
r e

ye
s
ig

h
t. H

e
 k

e
p

t h
e

r p
ris

-

o
n

e
r in

 h
is

 h
o

u
s
e

, ra
p

e
d

 h
e

r o
n

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
, a

n
d

 h
e

 w
a

s
 c

o
n

c
e

rn
e

d
 

a
b

o
u

t h
e

r vis
io

n
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't s
to

p
 la

u
g

h
in

g
. It k

e
p

t g
o

in
g

 o
n

 a
n

d
 o

n
 a

n
d

 g
ro

w
-

in
g

 in
c
re

a
s
in

g
ly h

y
s
te

ric
a

l s
o

u
n

d
in

g
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
n

't la
u

g
h

in
g

 

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

c
tu

a
lly c

ry
in

g
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 c

ryin
g

 a
n

d
 c

ryin
g

  a
n

d
 c

ryin
g

, 

w
h

ile
 s

h
e

 ro
c
k

e
d

 o
n

 th
e

 e
d

g
e

 o
f h

e
r b

e
d

, a
n

d
 M

a
lfo

y ju
s
t s

to
o

d
 

th
e

re
 th

e
 w

h
o

le
 tim

e
; s

ta
rin

g
 a

t h
e

r, e
x
p

re
ss

io
n

le
s
s
. 

It to
o

k
 h

e
r tw

e
n

ty m
in

u
te

s b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 fin

a
lly s

to
p

p
e

d
 s

o
b

b
in

g
. 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 ju

s
t s

a
t th

e
re

, h
ic

c
o

u
g

h
in

g
 a

n
d

 h
o

ld
in

g
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 o

ve
r 

h
e

r e
ye

s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 b
re

a
th

e
. S

h
e

 fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 w

e
re

 h
o

llo
w

 

in
s
id

e
; a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 s
o

b
b

e
d

 o
u

t e
ve

ry
th

in
g

 in
s
id

e
 o

f h
e

r a
n

d
 

a
ll th

a
t w

a
s
 le

ft w
a

s
 a

 s
h

e
ll. 

F
in

a
lly

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 q

u
ie

t b
u

t fo
r a

n
 o

c
c
a

s
io

n
a

l h
itc

h
in

g
 o

f h
e

r 

b
re

a
th

 a
s
 s

h
e

 sta
re

d
 a

t th
e

 flo
o

r a
n

d
 w

is
h

e
d

 s
h

e
'd

 ju
s
t d

ie
. 

"F
e

e
l b

e
tte

r?
" 

T
h

e
 c

o
rn

e
r o

f h
e

r m
o

u
th

 tw
itc

h
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
h

e
 s

h
ru

g
g

e
d

 tire
d

ly. 

"A
s
 c

lo
s
e

 to
 b

e
tte

r a
s
 I e

v
e

r w
ill," s

h
e

 s
a

id
. S

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

is
 

h
a

n
d

s
 a

n
d

 n
o

tic
e

d
 h

is
 fin

g
e

rs
 tw

itc
h

 s
u

b
tly. S

h
e

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 u

p
 a

t h
im

. 

"W
h

a
t w

e
re

 yo
u

 to
rtu

re
d

 fo
r th

is
 tim

e
?
" s

h
e

 a
s
k

e
d

. 

H
e

 s
m

irk
e

d
 a

s
 h

e
 s

lid
 h

is
 w

a
n

d
 u

p
 in

to
 h

is
 rig

h
t s

le
e

ve
. "C

le
a

rly 

yo
u

 h
a

ve
n

't b
e

e
n

 fo
llo

w
in

g
 th

e
 n

e
w

s
 la

te
ly

. T
h

e
 p

u
b

lic
, th

ro
u

g
h

 

th
e

ir va
s
t c

o
lle

c
tive

 in
te

llig
e

n
c
e

, h
a

s
 s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 c
o

n
c
lu

d
e

d
 th

a
t I a

m
 

th
e

 
H

ig
h

 
R

e
e

ve
, 

e
ve

n
 

w
ith

o
u

t 
th

e
 

c
o

n
firm

a
tio

n
 

o
f 

th
e

 
D

a
ily 

P
ro

p
h

e
t." 

T
h

e
 n

e
w

s
 p

iq
u

e
d

 h
e

r c
u

rio
s
ity. "B

e
c
a

u
s
e

 o
f M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

?
" 

H
e

 s
h

ru
g

g
e

d
. "It m

a
y
 h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 re
la

te
d

, b
u

t I s
u

s
p

e
c
t it h

a
d

 

m
o

re
 to

 d
o

 w
ith

 m
y
 a

p
p

e
a

ra
n

c
e

 in
 R

o
m

a
n

ia
 c

o
in

c
id

in
g

 w
ith

 th
e
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 "A

n
d

 if it d
o

e
s
?
" 

"W
e

ll, w
e

 c
a

n
 h

a
v
e

 it s
u

p
e

rv
is

e
d

, if th
e

re
 is

 to
o

 m
u

c
h

 c
o

n
c
e

rn
 

th
a

t L
u

c
iu

s
 w

ill o
ve

rs
te

p
 h

im
s
e

lf. It's
 u

n
fo

rtu
n

a
te

 I c
a

n
't re

d
o

s
e

 yo
u

 

w
ith

 th
e

 fe
rtility p

o
tio

n
 th

is
 m

o
n

th
. I'll h

a
ve

 s
o

m
e

 p
o

tio
n

s
 s

e
n

t th
a

t 

s
h

o
u

ld
 a

t le
a

s
t e

a
s
e

 th
in

g
s
 a

n
d

 p
o

s
s
ib

ly
 im

p
ro

ve
 y

o
u

r o
d

d
s
 o

f s
u

c
-

c
e

s
s
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
ll s

ile
n

t a
n

d
 d

id
n

't s
p

e
a

k
 a

g
a

in
. S

h
e

 fe
lt s

o
 ill w

ith
 

s
tre

s
s
 s

h
e

 w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 if s

h
e

 m
ig

h
t b

e
 p

o
is

o
n

in
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf. 

M
a

lfo
y a

rrive
d

 la
te

 in
 th

e
 e

ve
n

in
g

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
 lis

t-

le
s
s
ly. H

is
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n
 w

a
s
 h

a
rd

; s
e

t ja
w

 a
n

d
 c

o
ld

, flin
ty e

ye
s
, b

u
t 

a
ls

o
 tire

d
. H

e
 w

a
s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 b

a
c
k

 to
 h

u
n

tin
g

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 la
s
t m

e
m

b
e

r 

o
f th

e
 O

rd
e

r. O
r p

e
rh

a
p

s
 h

e
 w

a
s
 w

o
rrie

d
 th

a
t h

is
 fa

th
e

r w
a

s
 g

o
in

g
 

to
 k

ill h
e

r p
re

m
a

tu
re

ly
. 

S
h

e
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 h
im

, tryin
g

 to
 d

ivin
e

 fro
m

 h
is

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 w

h
y o

n
 

e
a

rth
 h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 d
o

n
e

 a
n

yth
in

g
 to

 in
te

n
tio

n
a

lly n
o

t g
e

t h
e

r 

p
re

g
n

a
n

t. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't th

in
k

 o
f a

n
 e

x
p

la
n

a
tio

n
 fo

r it. S
h

e
 

k
e

p
t tu

rn
in

g
 it o

ve
r in

 h
e

r m
in

d
 b

u
t c

o
u

ld
n

't c
o

m
e

 u
p

 w
ith

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 

th
a

t s
e

e
m

e
d

 p
la

u
s
ib

le
. 

S
h

e
 re

vie
w

e
d

 th
e

 p
o

s
s
ib

ilitie
s
. 

It c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 th
e

 id
e

a
 o

f h
e

r b
e

in
g

 th
e

 b
io

lo
g

-

ic
a

l m
o

th
e

r o
f h

is
 h

e
ir s

o
 o

b
je

c
tio

n
a

b
le

, b
u

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
o

u
b

te
d

 th
a

t 

w
a

s
 th

e
 is

s
u

e
. F

o
r o

n
e

 th
in

g
, a

s
id

e
 fro

m
 u

s
in

g
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

 a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 

it w
e

re
 h

e
r g

ive
n

 n
a

m
e

, h
e

 d
id

n
't s

e
e

m
 to

 c
a

re
 m

u
c
h

 a
b

o
u

t b
lo

o
d

 

p
u

rity. H
e

 d
id

n
't tre

a
t V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt's

 vic
to

ry lik
e

 it w
a

s
 a

 te
sta

m
e

n
t to

 

p
u

re
b

lo
o

d
 s

u
p

e
rio

rity n
o

r d
id

 h
e

 tre
a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 im

p
ris

o
n

m
e

n
t a

s
 

b
e

in
g

 d
u

e
 to

 h
e

r d
irty b

lo
o

d
. W

h
e

n
e

ve
r h

e
 s

p
o

k
e

 o
f th

e
 w

a
r, h

e
 

re
fe

rre
d

 to
 th

e
 s

id
e

s
 a

s
 b

e
in

g
 s

e
t a

p
a

rt p
rim

a
rily b

y id
e

a
lis

m
 vs

 

re
a

lis
m

. 

In
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 e
xp

e
rie

n
c
e

, b
ig

o
ts

 w
e

re
 o

b
s
e

s
s
ive

 w
ith

 th
e

ir 

b
ig

o
try. D

ra
c
o

 M
a

lfo
y
 a

t H
o

g
w

a
rts

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

 little
 p

a
rro

t o
f h

is
 

fa
th

e
r's

 b
ig

o
try. T

h
e

 D
ra

c
o

 M
a

lfo
y o

f th
e

 p
re

s
e

n
t—

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
n

't 

s
u

re
 w

h
a

t h
e

 w
a

s
 o

b
s
e

s
s
e

d
 w

ith
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

, if A
s
to

ria
 w

e
re

 to
 b

e
 b

e
lie

ve
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

n
't k

n
o

w
 w

h
a

t to
 b

e
lie

ve
. 

H
e

 a
lw

a
y
s
 h

a
d

 s
u

c
h

 a
 s

m
o

o
th

 a
n

s
w

e
r a

n
d

 a
 c

o
m

p
e

llin
g

 e
x
-

c
u

s
e

 fo
r a

ll h
is

 b
e

h
a

vio
u

r. 

W
h

y w
o

u
ld

n
't h

e
 w

a
n

t h
e

r p
re

g
n

a
n

t?
 S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't im

a
g

in
e

 

w
h

e
re

 th
a

t fit s
tra

te
g

ic
a

lly. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
't w

a
n

te
d

 to
 b

e
 p

re
g

n
a

n
t, b

u
t n

o
w

 k
n

o
w

in
g

 w
h

a
t 

le
n

g
th

s
 H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 a

n
d

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt m
ig

h
t g

o
 to

 in
 o

rd
e

r to
 e

n
s
u

re
 

it... 
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 W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 fin
is

h
e

d
 w

ith
 h

e
a

lin
g

 a
n

d
 p

o
tio

n
s
, s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 

s
e

q
u

e
ste

r h
e

rs
e

lf in
to

 a
 c

o
rn

e
r o

f th
e

 lib
ra

ry, riflin
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 b

o
o

k
 

a
fte

r b
o

o
k

 in
 s

e
a

rc
h

 o
f u

s
e

fu
l s

p
e

llw
o

rk
 fo

r H
a

rry
. U

n
til s

h
e

'd
 fa

ll 

a
s
le

e
p

 th
e

re
. 

S
lo

w
ly, sh

e
 h

a
d

 d
rifte

d
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 h

e
r frie

n
d

s
. 

T
h

e
y w

e
re

 a
ll s

o
 rig

h
te

o
u

s
ly

 a
n

g
ry a

n
d

 y
e

t o
p

tim
is

tic
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 

D
u

m
b

le
d

o
re

's
 d

e
a

th
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 fire
 o

f c
e

rta
in

ty d
rivin

g
 th

e
m

 th
a

t 

H
e

rm
io
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b
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c
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 p
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 b
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 d
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 c
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 d
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 b
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r b
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 p
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 m
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itio
n

; w
h

e
re

 

b
a

ttle
s
 fa

ile
d

 to
 m

e
a

n
 a

n
yth

in
g

, o
r p

ro
d

u
c
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 b
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c
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 p
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 b
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h
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h
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e

 fu
g

u
e

s in
 h

e
r m

in
d

 w
e

re
n

't a
 d

is
-

s
o

c
ia

tio
n

 o
r m

u
ltip

le
 p

e
rs

o
n

a
litie

s
, b

u
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 ra

th
e

r fe
lt th

a
t 

th
e

y m
u

s
t b

e
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 a

s
 s

h
e

 k
n

e
w

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 b

e
 w

o
u

ld
 n

e
ve

r 

h
a

ve
 le

ve
le

d
 h

a
lf a

 p
ris

o
n

 a
n

d
 k

ille
d

 c
o

u
n

tle
s
s
 o

th
e

r p
e

o
p

le
 in

 o
r-

d
e

r 
to

 
b

re
a

k
-in

. 
N

o
t 

e
ve

n
 

fo
r 

G
in

n
y
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
w

o
u

ld
n

't 
h

a
ve

 

tre
a

te
d

 e
ve

ryo
n

e
 e

ls
e

 a
s
 c

o
lla

te
ra

l d
a

m
a

g
e

 in
 a

 re
s
c
u

e
 a

tte
m

p
t. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 fill a

 s
k

y w
ith

 b
u

rn
in

g
 d

e
m

e
n

to
rs

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 

n
e

ve
r c

a
rrie

d
 p

o
is

o
n

e
d

 k
n

ive
s
, m

u
c
h

 le
ss

 le
a

rn
e

d
 h

o
w

 to
 s

ta
b

 a
n

-

yo
n

e
 w

ith
 th

e
m

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 c
a

ve
rn

o
u

s
 in

 h
e

r ig
n

o
ra

n
c
e

, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 d
id

-

n
't k

n
o

w
 h

o
w

 to
 re

c
o

n
c
ile

 it. 

S
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 o

n
 h

e
r ro

b
e

s
, w

e
n

t d
o

w
n

s
ta

irs
, a

n
d

 w
a

ve
re

d
 a

t th
e

 

ve
ra

n
d

a
 d

o
o

r. T
h

e
 a

ir w
a

s
 w

a
rm

 a
n

d
 s

m
e

lle
d

 lo
a

m
y, w

ith
 fa

in
t 

tra
c
e

s
 o

f s
w

e
e

tn
e

ss
. T

h
e

re
 w

e
re

 h
u

g
e

 b
e

d
s
 o

f d
a

ffo
d

ils
 a

n
d

 iris
e

s
 

   

e
rm

io
n

e
 re

m
a

in
e

d
 s

e
a

te
d

 o
n

 th
e

 e
x
a

m
 ta

b
le

 in
 a

 s
ta

te
 o

f 

h
o

rro
r. T

h
e

 g
ra

tin
g

, s
c
ra

tc
h

in
g

 s
o

u
n

d
 o

f H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

's
 q

u
ill 

in
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 file
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 a
lo

n
g

 w
ith

 th
e

 e
n

d
le

ss
, m

o
n

o
t-

o
n

o
u

s
 tic

k
in

g
 o

f th
e

 c
lo

c
k

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 m

o
u

th
 fe

lt p
a

rc
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 to
 s

w
a

llo
w

; 

th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 s
o

u
r ta

s
te

 in
 h

e
r m

o
u

th
. S

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 b

re
a

th
e

 e
ve

n
ly 

b
u

t fo
u

n
d

 th
a

t h
e

r th
ro

a
t h

a
d

 c
lo

s
e

d
, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 d

o
 n

o
th

in
g

 b
u

t 

s
it rig

id
ly a

n
d

 try
 n

o
t to

 p
a

s
s
 o

u
t a

t th
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t o

f g
e

ttin
g

 h
a

n
d

e
d

 

o
ve

r to
 L

u
c
iu

s
 M

a
lfo

y
. 

L
u

c
iu

s
 M

a
lfo

y
 w

h
o

 w
a

s
 in

s
a

n
e

; fa
r m

o
re

 in
s
a

n
e

 th
a

n
 B

e
lla

trix 

L
e

s
tra

n
g

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

. W
h

o
 a

lw
a

y
s
 b

ro
k

e
 th

e
 ru

le
s
 a

n
d

 c
ro

s
s
e

d
 lin

e
s
 

a
n

d
 s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 to

 u
s
e

 h
is

 s
ilve

r to
n

g
u

e
 to

 s
a

ve
 h

is
 s

k
in

. 

W
h

o
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 k
ille

d
 A

rth
u

r W
e

a
s
le

y, b
u

t in
s
te

a
d

 c
h

o
s
e

 to
 c

u
rs

e
 

h
im

 in
 s

u
c
h

 a
 w

a
y
 a

s
 to

 s
te

a
l th

e
 W

e
a

s
le

y p
a

tria
rc

h
's

 m
in

d
 a

n
d

 

le
a

ve
 h

is
 b

o
d

y in
ta

c
t fo

r h
is

 fa
m

ily to
 c

a
re

 a
n

d
 m

o
u

rn
 o

ve
r; a

 h
e

lp
-

le
s
s
, c

h
ild

is
h

 s
h

a
d

o
w

 o
f a

 w
o

n
d

e
rfu

l, g
e

n
e

ro
u

s
 fa

th
e

r. W
h

o
 c

u
rs

e
d

 

G
e

o
rg

e
 w

ith
 a

 h
o

rrific
 va

ria
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 n
e

c
ro

s
is

 c
u

rs
e

 th
a

t it h
a

d
 

fo
rc

e
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 to
 c

u
t o

ff h
is

 le
g

 a
t th

e
 h

ip
 w

h
ile

 h
e

 w
a

s
 s

till c
o

n
-

s
c
io

u
s
 in

 o
rd

e
r to

 s
a

ve
 h

im
. W

h
o

 k
ille

d
 R

o
n

 b
e

fo
re

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 

e
ye

s
, la

u
g

h
in

g
 th

e
 e

n
tire

 tim
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
th

o
u

g
h

t 
s
h

e
 
m

ig
h

t 
fa

in
t 

o
r 

ju
s
t 

s
n

a
p

 
a

n
d

 
s
ta

rt 

s
c
re

a
m

in
g

. H
e

r h
e

a
d

 w
a

s
 p

o
u

n
d

in
g

 a
n

d
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 w
a

s
 s

w
im

m
in

g
 

s
lig

h
tly. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 s

h
a

k
in

g
. 

"W
h

a
t's

 w
ro

n
g

?
" H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 a

s
k

e
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 flin
c
h

e
d

. 

"Y
o

u
—

ju
s
t th

re
a

te
n

e
d

 to
 h

a
n

d
 m

e
 o

ve
r to

 L
u

c
iu

s
 M

a
lfo

y."  

"I'm
 h

o
p

e
fu

l it w
o

n
't c

o
m

e
 to

 th
a

t," H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 

b
la

n
d

 vo
ic

e
. 

H
 



senlinyu 207 
 

th
is

 p
a

rtic
u

la
r p

a
irin

g
 is

 s
till u

n
fru

itfu
l a

fte
r s

ix
 m

o
n

th
s
 I fe

e
l I'll 

h
a

ve
 n

o
 o

p
tio

n
 b

u
t to

 o
ffe

r a
n

 a
lte

rn
a

tive
 so

lu
tio

n
." 

"O
f c

o
u

rs
e

," M
a

lfo
y
 s

a
id

, h
is

 to
n

e
 c

a
lm

 b
u

t w
ith

 a
n

 e
d

g
e

 to
 it 

th
a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
c
o

g
n

is
e

d
 a

s
 c

o
ld

 fu
ry. "W

a
s
 th

e
re

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
?

" 

"N
o

th
in

g
 e

ls
e

, H
ig

h
 R

e
e

ve
. T

h
a

n
k

 yo
u

 fo
r yo

u
r tim

e
," H

e
a

le
r 

S
tro

u
d

 s
a

id
. 

M
a

lfo
y tu

rn
e

d
 o

n
 h

is
 h

e
e

l a
n

d
 va

n
is

h
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 d
o

o
rw

a
y
. 

222  M
anacled 

 
th

a
t h

a
d

 s
e

e
m

in
g

ly
 s

p
ru

n
g

 u
p

 in
 p

re
vio

u
s
 tw

o
 w

e
e

k
s
. T

h
e

 b
ird

s
 

w
e

re
 sin

g
in

g
. 

It w
a

s
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

 o
u

ts
id

e
 w

o
rld

 
h

a
d

 tra
n

s
fo

rm
e

d
 its

e
lf 

w
h

ile
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 ly
in

g
 in

 h
e

r d
a

rk
e

n
e

d
 ro

o
m

. N
a

tu
re

 h
a

d
 

d
ro

p
p

e
d

 its
 s

h
ro

u
d

, a
n

d
 s

to
p

p
e

d
 m

irro
rin

g
 th

e
 c

o
ld

n
e

s
s
 a

n
d

 g
lo

o
m

 

o
f H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 life
. T

h
e

 w
o

rld
 h

a
d

 le
ft h

e
r b

e
h

in
d

. It h
a

d
 s

p
ru

n
g

 to
 

life
 a

g
a

in
, 

b
u

t 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
 
w

a
s
 
s
till 

tra
p

p
e

d
 
in

 
a

 
c
a

g
e

, 
c
o

ld
 
a

n
d

 

d
e

a
th

ly. 

S
h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 a

n
d

 w
a

lk
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 in
s
id

e
. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't w
a

n
t to

 fe
e

l th
e

 s
tirrin

g
 o

f s
p

rin
g

; n
o

t o
n

 h
e

r s
k

in
 o

r 

in
 h

e
r b

lo
o

d
. S

h
e

 d
id

n
't w

a
n

t to
 th

in
k

 a
b

o
u

t life
 s

tirrin
g

. N
o

t a
ro

u
n

d
 

h
e

r. N
o

t in
s
id

e
 h

e
r. 

T
o

p
s
y a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 b
e

fo
re

 d
in

n
e

r. 

"Y
o

u
 is

 to
 g

e
t re

a
d

y
 n

o
w

," th
e

 H
o

u
s
e

-e
lf s

q
u

e
a

k
e

d
. 

It w
a

s
 h

o
u

rs
 e

a
rlie

r th
a

n
 M

a
lfo

y
 h

a
d

 e
ve

r c
o

m
e

 b
e

fo
re

. H
e

rm
i-

o
n

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 id
e

a
 w

h
a

t th
a

t c
o

u
ld

 p
o

s
s
ib

ly
 b

e
 th

e
 re

a
s
o

n
 fo

r th
e

 

c
h

a
n

g
e

. E
ve

ry b
it o

f a
d

d
e

d
 u

n
p

re
d

ic
ta

b
ility o

n
ly m

a
d

e
 it w

o
rs

e
. S

h
e

 

w
e

n
t c

o
ld

 w
ith

 d
re

a
d

. 

S
h

e
 w

e
n

t in
 th

e
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
 a

n
d

 b
a

th
e

d
. A

s
 s

h
e

 to
w

e
le

d
 o

ff w
ith

 

s
h

a
k

in
g

 h
a

n
d

s
, s

h
e

 re
m

e
m

b
e

re
d

 th
e

 p
o

tio
n

s
 H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 h

a
d

 

s
e

n
t. S

h
e

'd
 b

e
e

n
 s

o
 n

e
rvo

u
s
 th

e
 n

ig
h

t b
e

fo
re

, s
h

e
'd

 fo
rg

o
tte

n
 th

e
m

. 

A
fte

r d
re

ss
in

g
, s

h
e

 w
e

n
t a

n
d

 p
u

lle
d

 o
n

e
 o

f th
e

 via
ls

 o
u

t o
f th

e
 

b
a

th
ro

o
m

 c
a

b
in

e
t. It w

a
s
n

't a
 D

ra
u

g
h

t o
f P

e
a

c
e

; th
e

 c
o

lo
r a

n
d

 c
o

n
-

s
is

te
n

c
y w

e
re

 u
n

fa
m

ilia
r. S

h
e

 s
n

iffe
d

 it. T
h

e
 s

c
e

n
t w

a
s
 ta

n
g

y in
 h

e
r 

n
o

s
trils

, s
lig

h
tly

 c
itru

s
 a

n
d

 p
e

p
p

e
ry. S

h
e

 p
u

t a
 d

ro
p

 o
n

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rtip

 

a
n

d
 ta

s
te

d
 it. It w

a
s
 w

a
rm

 a
n

d
 m

ild
ly s

w
e

e
t o

n
 th

e
 to

n
g

u
e

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
ite

d
 a

 m
in

u
te

. S
h

e
 fe

lt le
s
s
 c

o
ld

 w
ith

 a
n

xie
ty. 

S
h

e
 s

w
a

llo
w

e
d

 it, a
n

d
 it w

a
s
 h

o
t s

lid
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 h

e
r th

ro
a

t. A
s
 it 

re
a

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

, th
e

 h
e

a
t s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 b
lo

o
m

 o
u

tw
a

rd
 th

ro
u

g
h

 

h
e

r w
h

o
le

 b
o

d
y. 

H
e

r s
k

in
 tin

g
le

d
 a

n
d

 g
re

w
 a

lm
o

s
t a

c
h

in
g

ly s
e

n
s
itive

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

fro
ze

, g
a

s
p

e
d

 w
ith

 h
o

rro
r a

n
d

 lu
rc

h
e

d
 fo

rw
a

rd
s
, s

ta
rin

g
 w

id
e

-e
ye

d
 

in
 th

e
 m

irro
r. H

e
r c

h
e

e
k

s
 w

e
re

 flu
s
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 w

e
re

 d
ila

tin
g

 

a
s
 
s
h

e
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 
h

e
r 

re
fle

c
tio

n
. 

S
h

e
 
p

re
ss

e
d

 
h

e
r 

h
a

n
d

s
 
o

ve
r 

h
e

r 

m
o

u
th

 a
n

d
 s

tu
m

b
le

d
 b

a
c
k

. 

S
tro

u
d

 h
a

d
 g

ive
n

 h
e

r a
 lu

s
t p

o
tio

n
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 b
u

rs
t in

to
 te

a
rs

 a
s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 s

te
a

d
y h

e
r-

s
e

lf 
a

n
d

 
w

ill 
a

w
a

y 
th

e
 
e

ffe
c
ts

 
o

f 
th

e
 
p

o
tio

n
 

c
u

rre
n

tly 
b

u
rn

in
g

 

th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r. 

T
h

is
 c

o
u

ld
n

't b
e

 h
a

p
p

e
n

in
g

. 

It w
a

s
 ju

s
t b

o
u

n
d

le
s
s
ly

 c
ru

e
l. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 h

a
n

d
s
 w

e
re

 sh
a

k
in

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 th

in
k

 o
f so

m
e

 

s
o

lu
tio

n
. S

o
m

e
 w

a
y
 to

 n
e

u
tra

lis
e

 it. S
h

e
 sn

a
tc

h
e

d
 u

p
 th

e
 c

u
p

 fro
m

 



senlinyu 223 
 

b
e

s
id

e
 th

e
 s

in
k

 a
n

d
 g

u
lp

e
d

 g
la

s
s
 a

fte
r g

la
s
s
 o

f w
a

te
r in

 th
e

 h
o

p
e

 

o
f flu

s
h

in
g

 it fro
m

 h
e

r s
y
s
te

m
. It d

id
n

't w
o

rk
. T

h
e

 h
e

a
t th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r 

b
o

d
y s

e
e

m
e

d
 b

e
 d

ro
p

p
in

g
 lo

w
e

r, b
e

g
in

n
in

g
 to

 ra
d

ia
te

 fro
m

 h
e

r 

lo
w

e
r a

b
d

o
m

e
n

. 

S
h

e
 

w
a

lk
e

d
 

in
to

 
h

e
r 

ro
o

m
. 

S
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

n
't 

u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

 
w

h
y 

S
tro

u
d

 w
o

u
ld

 d
o

 th
is

. 

P
u

n
is

h
in

g
 M

a
lfo

y
 fo

r w
h

a
te

ve
r in

te
rfe

re
n

c
e

 h
e

 h
a

d
 m

a
d

e
 in

 

th
e

 b
re

e
d

in
g

 p
ro

g
ra

m
 w

a
s
 o

n
e

 th
in

g
, b

u
t tric

k
in

g
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 in

to
 

d
o

s
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf w

ith
 a

 lu
s
t p

o
tio

n
 w

a
s
 a

 w
h

o
le

 n
e

w
 le

ve
l o

f c
a

llo
u

s
-

n
e

s
s
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 
c
lim

b
e

d
 
u

n
s
te

a
d

ily
 
o

n
to

 
h

e
r 

b
e

d
, 

la
id

 
b

a
c
k

 
a

n
d

 

c
lo

s
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. If s

h
e

 ju
s
t h

e
ld

 s
till a

n
d

 fo
c
u

s
e

d
 it m

ig
h

t b
e

 a
lrig

h
t. 

T
h

e
 c

lic
k

 o
f th

e
 d

o
o

r m
a

d
e

 h
e

r flin
c
h

. 

S
h

e
 o

p
e

n
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 a

n
d

 fo
u

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 th

e
re

, c
o

ld
 

a
n

d
 te

n
s
e

 a
s
 h

e
 u

n
c
la

s
p

e
d

 h
is

 o
u

te
r ro

b
e

s
 a

n
d

 s
h

ru
g

g
e

d
 th

e
m

 o
ff 

h
is

 s
h

o
u

ld
e

rs
. H

e
 w

a
s
 s

tu
d

yin
g

 h
e

r a
s
 h

e
 c

ro
s
s
e

d
 th

e
 ro

o
m

, d
ra

p
e

d
 

th
e

 c
lo

th
in

g
 o

ve
r th

e
 e

d
g

e
 o

f th
e

 b
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r. 

"D
o

 yo
u

 w
a

n
t a

n
o

th
e

r C
a

lm
in

g
 D

ra
u

g
h

t?
" h

e
 s

a
id

. 

It w
a

s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
 a

 C
a

lm
in

g
 D

ra
u

g
h

t c
o

u
ld

 h
e

lp
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

a
l-

c
u

la
te

d
, it m

ig
h

t e
a

s
e

 th
e

 p
h

ys
ic

a
l re

a
c
tio

n
 h

e
r b

o
d

y w
a

s
 b

u
rn

in
g

 

w
ith

. S
h

e
 g

a
ve

 a
 s

h
a

rp
 n

o
d

 a
n

d
 s

a
t u

p
. 

A
s
 s

h
e

 to
o

k
 th

e
 via

l fro
m

 h
is

 h
a

n
d

, th
e

ir fin
g

e
rs

 b
ru

s
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 

s
h

e
 b

it h
e

r to
n

g
u

e
 to

 k
e

e
p

 fro
m

 g
a

s
p

in
g

. 

S
h

e
 u

n
s
to

p
p

e
re

d
 it a

n
d

 g
u

lp
e

d
 it d

o
w

n
 w

h
ile

 M
a

lfo
y k

n
o

c
k

e
d

 

b
a

c
k

 h
is

 o
w

n
 p

o
tio

n
. 

T
h

e
 D

ra
u

g
h

t o
f P

e
a

c
e

 h
a

d
 a

 w
o

rs
e

n
in

g
 e

ffe
c
t. R

a
th

e
r th

a
n

 

e
a

s
e

 th
e

 s
ym

p
to

m
s
 it m

a
d

e
 h

e
r b

o
d

y re
la

x
 fu

rth
e

r in
to

 th
e

m
. S

h
e

 

d
ro

p
p

e
d

 th
e

 via
l o

n
to

 th
e

 b
e

d
 a

s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 h

a
n

d
 it b

a
c
k

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
ve

re
d

 h
e

r m
o

u
th

 w
ith

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 a

n
d

 b
u

rs
t in

to
 te

a
rs

. 

M
a

lfo
y s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
e

r fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t. 

"W
h

a
t's

 w
ro

n
g

?
" h

e
 d

e
m

a
n

d
e

d
. 

"H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
e

n
t a

 s
e

t o
f p

o
tio

n
s
 th

a
t s

h
e

 s
a

id
 w

o
u

ld
 m

a
k

e
 

th
in

g
s
 e

a
s
ie

r," s
h

e
 s

a
id

, s
m

e
a

rin
g

 a
w

a
y
 th

e
 te

a
rs

 a
n

d
 s

ta
rin

g
 d

e
-

te
rm

in
e

d
ly d

o
w

n
 a

t th
e

 c
o

ve
rs

 o
n

 th
e

 b
e

d
. "I fo

rg
o

t a
b

o
u

t it y
e

ste
r-

d
a

y, b
u

t I to
o

k
 it to

n
ig

h
t, ju

s
t b

e
fo

re
 yo

u
 a

rrive
d

. I th
o

u
g

h
t it w

o
u

ld
 

b
e

 fo
r a

n
xie

ty. T
h

a
t's

 w
h

a
t it s

e
e

m
e

d
 lik

e
 w

h
e

n
 I te

s
te

d
 a

 d
ro

p
. It's

 

n
o

t lik
e

 I c
a

n
 d

o
 s

p
e

ll a
n

a
lys

is
. S

o
 I to

o
k

 it, b
u

t—
" s

h
e

 c
h

o
k

e
d

 

s
lig

h
tly. "It w

a
s
 a

n
 a

p
h

ro
d

is
ia

c
." 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 s
tu

n
n

e
d

 s
ile

n
c
e

. 

"Y
o

u
 a

re
 a

n
 id

io
t," M

a
lfo

y fin
a

lly
 s

a
id

. "D
o

 yo
u

 ju
s
t s

w
a

llo
w

 

a
n

yth
in

g
 w

ith
o

u
t a

s
k

in
g

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
s
?

" 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 flin
c
h

e
d

. 

206  M
anacled 

 T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 flic
k

e
r o

f s
o

m
e

th
in

g
, p

o
s
s
ib

ly
 irrita

tio
n

 in
 M

a
lfo

y's
 

e
ye

s
. "F

in
e

. 

"A
n

d
 h

a
v
e

 h
e

r in
 a

 re
c
lin

e
d

 p
o

s
itio

n
,"  S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

, ra
is

in
g

 h
e

r 

c
h

in
, "w

ith
 le

ss
 d

e
ta

c
h

m
e

n
t." 

A
 s

n
e

e
r c

u
rle

d
 o

n
to

 M
a

lfo
y's

 lip
s
, b

u
t b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 s

a
id

 a
n

yth
in

g
 

S
tro

u
d

 a
d

d
e

d
, "M

a
g

ic
a

l p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y is

 m
o

re
 c

o
m

p
le

x th
a

n
 m

e
re

ly 

th
e

 b
io

lo
g

ic
a

l p
ro

c
e

ss
 o

f fe
rtilis

a
tio

n
. It c

a
n

 re
q

u
ire

 a
 c

o
n

n
e

c
tio

n
. 

O
th

e
rw

is
e

, w
e

 c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 u
tilis

in
g

 m
u

g
g

le
 m

e
th

o
d

s
 fo

r th
is

 re
p

o
p

u
-

la
tio

n
 e

ffo
rt w

ith
 fa

r g
re

a
te

r c
o

n
v
e

n
ie

n
c
e

 fo
r e

ve
ryo

n
e

." 

"R
e

a
lly?

 D
o

 a
ll th

e
 o

th
e

r p
re

g
n

a
n

t b
re

e
d

e
rs

 yo
u

 h
a

ve
 a

ttrib
u

te
 

th
e

ir c
o

n
d

itio
n

s
 to

 th
e

 c
o

n
n

e
c
tio

n
 th

e
y h

a
ve

 w
ith

 th
e

 s
ire

s
?

" M
a

lfo
y 

d
ra

w
le

d
. 

"S
h

e
 is

 e
xc

e
p

tio
n

a
l in

 h
e

r m
a

g
ic

, a
s
 a

re
 yo

u
," S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

, h
e

r 

e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 s

tiff. "A
c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 s
o

m
e

 th
e

o
rie

s
, s

u
c
h

 p
o

w
e

r c
a

u
s
e

s
 

th
e

 s
p

a
rk

 o
f life

 to
 re

q
u

ire
 m

o
re

—
p

e
rs

u
a

s
io

n
. U

n
le

s
s
 th

e
re

's
 s

o
m

e
 

o
th

e
r e

xp
la

n
a

tio
n

 yo
u

 c
a

n
 o

ffe
r." 

S
h

e
 g

a
v
e

 M
a

lfo
y a

 lo
n

g
 lo

o
k

 w
h

ic
h

 h
e

 re
tu

rn
e

d
 w

ith
o

u
t b

lin
k

-

in
g

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 c

e
rta

in
, S

tro
u

d
 d

id
 
s
u

s
p

e
c
t 

M
a

lfo
y o

f d
o

in
g

 

s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 to

 in
te

rfe
re

. 

"F
in

e
." 

"E
xc

e
lle

n
t," S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

, h
e

r m
o

u
th

 w
id

e
n

in
g

 in
to

 a
 th

in
 s

m
ile

. 

"A
fte

r a
ll, th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 is

 q
u

ite
 e

a
g

e
r fo

r a
c
c
e

s
s
 to

 b
e

 g
a

in
e

d
 to

 

th
o

s
e

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
. If th

e
 c

o
n

c
e

p
tio

n
 e

ffo
rts

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

 to
 fa

il, w
e

 m
a

y 

fin
d

 o
u

rs
e

lve
s
 o

b
lig

e
d

 to
 c

o
n

s
id

e
r o

th
e

r 's
ire

s
.'" 

"I w
a

s
 u

n
d

e
r th

e
 im

p
re

s
s
io

n
 th

a
t u

s
in

g
 m

a
g

ic
a

l p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y to

 

u
n

lo
c
k

 th
e

 m
e

m
o

rie
s n

e
c
e

s
s
ita

te
d

 th
a

t th
e

 fa
th

e
r b

e
 th

e
 le

g
ili-

m
e

n
s
 o

r it m
a

y re
su

lt in
 a

 m
is

c
a

rria
g

e
," M

a
lfo

y
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 lig
h

tly
 c

u
t-

tin
g

 to
n

e
. 

"T
h

a
t's

 tru
e

. T
h

e
 m

a
g

i-g
e

n
e

tic
 fa

m
ilia

rity is
 im

p
o

rta
n

t. H
o

w
-

e
ve

r, it w
o

u
ld

n
't n

e
c
e

s
s
a

rily
 n

e
e

d
 to

 b
e

 a
 p

a
te

rn
a

l fa
m

ilia
rity. H

a
lf-

s
ib

lin
g

s
, fo

r e
xa

m
p

le
, c

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

n
o

th
e

r o
p

tio
n

. I h
a

ve
 h

e
a

rd
 ru

-

m
o

u
rs

 th
a

t yo
u

r fa
th

e
r m

a
y
 b

e
 re

c
a

lle
d

 to
 B

rita
in

." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

e
rs

e
lf w

o
b

b
le

 a
n

d
 h

e
r th

ro
a

t c
o

n
tra

c
te

d
 a

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 s

h
e

 w
e

re
 g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e

 s
ic

k
. M

a
lfo

y's
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 d

id
n

't flic
k

e
r 

b
u

t h
e

 p
a

le
d

, vis
ib

ly, e
ve

n
 in

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 b

lu
rre

d
 vis

io
n

. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 a

n
d

 th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 ta
u

n
tin

g
 q

u
a

lity to
 

h
e

r vo
ic

e
. "I h

a
v
e

n
't m

e
n

tio
n

e
d

 th
e

 o
p

tio
n

 to
 th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
. Y

e
t. 

B
u

t I k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 e

a
g

e
r h

e
 is

 fo
r p

ro
g

re
s
s
. It w

o
u

ld
 a

 d
is

a
p

p
o

in
tm

e
n

t 

fo
r m

e
 to

 h
a

v
e

 to
 re

c
o

m
m

e
n

d
 it. A

s
 a

 s
c
ie

n
tis

t, I m
u

s
t a

d
m

it I'm
 

p
a

rtic
u

la
rly c

u
rio

u
s
 to

 s
e

e
 th

e
 p

ro
g

e
n

y fro
m

 tw
o

 s
u

c
h

 u
n

iq
u

e
ly 

p
o

w
e

rfu
l in

d
ivid

u
a

ls
. B

u
t... m

y firs
t lo

ya
lty

 is
 to

 th
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

, s
o

 if 
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 "A

n
d

 h
o

w
 d

o
e

s
 h

e
 ta

k
e

 y
o

u
?

" 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

re
d

 in
te

n
tly a

t th
e

 b
lu

rry
 c

lo
c
k

 u
n

til h
e

r h
e

a
d

 b
e

-

g
a

n
 to

 th
ro

b
. 

"O
n

 a
 ta

b
le

." 

"W
h

a
t?

" H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
a

id
 s

h
a

rp
ly. 

"H
e

—
h

e
 c

o
n

ju
re

s
 a

 ta
b

le
, in

 th
e

 m
id

d
le

 o
f th

e
 ro

o
m

. A
n

d
 h

a
s
 

m
e

 le
a

n
 o

ve
r it." 

"H
e

 ta
k

e
s
 y

o
u

 fro
m

 b
e

h
in

d
?

" 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

e
r c

h
e

e
k

s
 a

n
d

 e
a

rs
 g

ro
w

in
g

 h
o

t. "Y
e

s
. H

e
's

 

ve
ry

—
c
lin

ic
a

l a
b

o
u

t it." 

"H
o

w
 m

a
n

y tim
e

s a
 d

a
y?

" 

"O
n

c
e

 a
 d

a
y
. F

o
r five

 d
a

ys
." 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 lo
n

g
 s

ile
n

c
e

. 

"W
e

ll—
" H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 fin

a
lly

 s
a

id
. T

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 le
a

n
e

d
 o

ve
r a

n
d

 

ta
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r w

a
n

d
 tw

ic
e

 o
n

 o
n

e
 o

f th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 o

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's 

w
ris

ts
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

n
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
 flu

s
h

 o
f h

e
a

t. 

A
 m

in
u

te
 la

te
r, th

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 s
h

a
rp

 ra
p

 o
n

 th
e

 d
o

o
r a

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y 

w
a

lk
e

d
 in

, lo
o

k
in

g
 a

s
 c

o
ld

 a
s
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 e
ve

r s
e

e
n

 h
im

. S
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 ju
s
t b

a
re

ly
 m

a
k

e
 o

u
t h

is
 fa

c
e

 a
s
 h

e
 w

a
lk

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 H
e

a
le

r 

S
tro

u
d

. S
h

e
 c

lo
s
e

d
 h

e
r le

ft e
ye

 in
 o

rd
e

r to
 try to

 s
e

e
 m

o
re

 c
le

a
rly. 

"Y
o

u
 c

a
lle

d
," h

e
 sa

id
. 

"S
h

e
's

 s
till n

o
t p

re
g

n
a

n
t," H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
 a

n
n

o
u

n
c
e

d
. 

M
a

lfo
y lo

o
k

e
d

 n
e

ith
e

r s
u

rp
ris

e
d

 n
o

r d
is

a
p

p
o

in
te

d
 b

y th
e

 a
n

-

n
o

u
n

c
e

m
e

n
t. 

"H
o

w
 u

n
fo

rtu
n

a
te

," h
e

 s
a

id
 c

o
o

lly
. 

"In
d

e
e

d
. It's

 b
e

g
in

n
in

g
 to

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 a
n

o
m

a
lo

u
s
. T

h
e

re
 is

 n
o

th
-

in
g

 I c
a

n
 fin

d
 to

 a
c
c
o

u
n

t fo
r it." 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

's
 e

ye
s
 w

e
re

 n
a

rro
w

e
d

 a
s
 s

h
e

 sta
re

d
 a

t M
a

lfo
y. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 c

u
rio

s
ity w

a
s
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly p

iq
u

e
d

. D
id

 H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 

s
u

s
p

e
c
t M

a
lfo

y
 w

a
s
 tryin

g
 to

 a
v
o

id
 im

p
re

g
n

a
tin

g
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
?
 W

a
s
 

h
e

?
 W

h
y w

o
u

ld
 h

e
?

 H
e

 s
h

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 d
e

sp
e

ra
te

 to
 g

e
t h

e
r p

re
g

-

n
a

n
t. If n

o
t fo

r a
n

 h
e

ir, a
t le

a
s
t in

 th
e

 h
o

p
e

s
 th

a
t th

e
 c

o
m

p
a

tib
le

 

m
a

g
ic

 w
o

u
ld

 fin
a

lly c
o

rro
d

e
 a

n
d

 b
re

a
k

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 m

a
g

ic
 p

ro
te

c
t-

in
g

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 m

e
m

o
rie

s. 

"T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 m

a
y
 h

a
ve

 re
a

s
o

n
 fo

r c
o

n
c
e

rn
 if s

h
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

s
 

to
 b

e
 u

n
fru

itfu
l. A

s
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

, h
is

 d
e

s
ire

 fo
r it is

 d
u

a
l in

 n
a

tu
re

." 

"In
d

e
e

d
. I a

m
 a

w
a

re
." M

a
lfo

y
 s

a
id

, a
 d

a
n

g
e

ro
u

s
 e

d
g

e
 e

n
te

rin
g

 

h
is

 vo
ic

e
. 

"T
h

e
n

 yo
u

 s
h

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 n
o

 o
b

je
c
tio

n
s
 if I m

a
k

e
 s

o
m

e
 re

c
o

m
-

m
e

n
d

a
tio

n
s
 a

s
 to

 h
o

w
 to

 in
c
re

a
s
e

 y
o

u
r o

d
d

s
 o

f su
c
c
e

s
s
." 

M
a

lfo
y in

c
lin

e
d

 h
is

 h
e

a
d

. "A
n

yth
in

g
 in

 th
e

 s
e

rvic
e

 o
f th

e
 D

a
rk

 

L
o

rd
." 

"N
o

 m
o

re
 ta

b
le

s
 th

e
n

," s
a

id
 S

tro
u

d
 in

 a
 p

o
in

te
d

 to
n

e
. 

224  M
anacled 

 "L
a

s
t tim

e
 I a

s
k

e
d

 yo
u

 to
 id

e
n

tify
 a

 p
o

tio
n

 s
e

n
t to

 m
e

, yo
u

 

fo
rc

e
d

 it d
o

w
n

 m
y th

ro
a

t o
u

t o
f s

h
e

e
r s

p
ite

. W
a

s
 I s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 to

 a
s
-

s
u

m
e

 it w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 d
iffe

re
n

t w
ith

 yo
u

 th
is

 tim
e

?
" 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 s

ile
n

t. T
h

e
 ra

g
e

 e
m

a
n

a
tin

g
 fro

m
 h

im
 w

a
s
 p

a
lp

a
-

b
le

. L
ik

e
 h

e
a

t w
a

ve
s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 a
 fla

m
e

, th
e

 a
ir a

lm
o

s
t s

e
e

m
e

d
 to

 d
is

-

to
rt a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 e
d

g
e

s
 o

f h
is

 b
o

d
y a

s
 h

e
 s

to
o

d
 th

e
re

, g
la

rin
g

 d
o

w
n

 

a
t h

e
r. 

"Y
o

u
 a

re
 a

n
 id

io
t," h

e
 sa

id
 a

g
a

in
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 c
u

rl in
 o

n
 h

e
rs

e
lf lik

e
 a

 b
a

ll. 

T
h

e
 h

e
a

t in
 h

e
r c

o
re

 w
a

s
 d

is
tra

c
tin

g
ly

 s
te

a
d

y, a
n

d
 h

e
r w

h
o

le
 

b
o

d
y
 
fe

lt 
to

o
 
w

a
rm

 
a

n
d

 
s
e

n
s
itive

. 
S

h
e

 
fe

lt 
h

o
llo

w
 
in

s
id

e
. 

S
h

e
 

w
a

n
te

d
 to

 b
e

 to
u

c
h

e
d

. N
o

 o
n

e
 h

a
d

 to
u

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r in
 s

o
 lo

n
g

... 

N
o

. N
o

. N
o

.  

S
h

e
 to

o
k

 a
 d

e
e

p
 s

h
u

d
d

e
rin

g
 b

re
a

th
. "C

a
n

't yo
u

 w
a

it a
n

d
 d

o
 it 

la
te

r to
n

ig
h

t?
 I'm

 su
re

 it w
ill w

e
a

r o
ff a

fte
r a

 fe
w

 h
o

u
rs

." 

"I c
a

n
't. I've

 s
u

d
d

e
n

ly b
e

e
n

 re
q

u
ire

d
 in

 F
ra

n
c
e

 to
n

ig
h

t. T
h

a
t's

 

w
h

y I c
a

m
e

 h
e

re
 e

a
rly

, I w
o

n
't b

e
 b

a
c
k

 to
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r u

n
til la

te
 to

-

m
o

rro
w

," M
a

lfo
y
 s

a
id

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 g
a

ve
 a

 s
m

a
ll s

o
b

. 

"F
in

e
." S

h
e

 c
h

o
k

e
d

, a
n

d
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf to

 la
y b

a
c
k

 d
o

w
n

 o
n

to
 

th
e

 b
e

d
. "Ju

s
t—

d
o

 it." 

S
h

e
 s

q
u

e
e

ze
d

 h
e

r e
ye

s s
h

u
t a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 fo

c
u

s
 o

n
 c

o
u

n
tin

g
 

b
a

c
k

w
a

rd
 fro

m
 a

 th
o

u
s
a

n
d

 b
y d

o
u

b
lin

g
 th

e
 s

u
b

tra
c
te

d
 n

u
m

b
e

r 

e
a

c
h

 tim
e

. 

M
in

u
s
 o

n
e

. 

N
in

e
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 a

n
d

 n
in

e
ty

-n
in

e
. 

M
in

u
s
 tw

o
. 

N
in

e
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 a

n
d

 n
in

e
ty

-s
e

v
e

n
. 

M
in

u
s
 fo

u
r. 

N
in

e
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 a

n
d

 n
in

e
ty

-th
re

e
. 

M
in

u
s
 e

ig
h

t. 

N
in

e
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 a

n
d

 e
ig

h
ty

-fiv
e

. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt M
a

lfo
y p

u
s
h

in
g

 h
e

r ro
b

e
s
 a

s
id

e
 a

n
d

 s
h

ive
re

d
. 

M
in

u
s
 s

ix
te

e
n

. 

N
in

e
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 s

e
v
e

n
ty

-n
in

e
. 

M
in

u
s
 th

irty
-tw

o
. 

M
a

lfo
y's

 fin
g

e
rs

 n
e

a
r h

e
r c

o
re

 a
b

ru
p

tly
 s

h
re

d
d

e
d

 h
e

r c
o

n
c
e

n
-

tra
tio

n
, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 le

t o
u

t a
 s

m
o

th
e

re
d

 m
o

a
n

 a
s
 h

e
r e

ye
s s

n
a

p
p

e
d

 

o
p

e
n

. M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 lo

o
k

in
g

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r w

ith
 w

id
e

, h
o

rrifie
d

 e
ye

s
. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
im

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
e

ve
r re

a
lly s

e
e

n
 h

im
 a

s
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 

s
e

xu
a

l b
e

fo
re

. D
e

s
p

ite
 five

 m
o

n
th

s
 o

f h
a

vin
g

 h
im

 b
e

n
d

 h
e

r o
ve

r a
 

ta
b

le
, th

e
 s

e
xu

a
l a

s
p

e
c
t o

f h
im

 h
a

d
 n

e
ve

r re
a

lly
 re

g
is

te
re

d
. H

e
 w

a
s
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 E

ve
ryo

n
e

 e
ls

e
 ju

s
t h

u
rt h

e
r b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 th
e

y c
o

u
ld

. 

E
ve

n
 th

e
 H

o
u

s
e

-e
lv

e
s
 w

o
u

ld
 b

a
re

ly
 lo

o
k

 a
t h

e
r. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 w

o
rk

 to
 b

u
ry

 h
e

rs
e

lf in
to

 in
 M

a
lfo

y M
a

n
o

r. N
o

 

e
n

d
le

s
s
 vo

id
 to

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 lo
s
t in

. It w
a

s
 ju

s
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
, s

ittin
g

 a
n

d
 

w
o

n
d

e
rin

g
 a

n
d

 fo
ld

in
g

 p
a

p
e

r; tra
p

p
e

d
 in

 a
 c

o
ld

 h
o

u
s
e

. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 o

n
ly

 b
it o

f w
a

rm
th

 o
r life

 o
r h

u
m

a
n

 c
o

n
ta

c
t s

h
e

 

h
a

d
. W

h
e

th
e

r h
e

 h
a

d
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 it o

r n
o

t, H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 la

tc
h

in
g

 

o
n

to
 h

im
 in

 h
e

r d
e

sp
e

ra
te

 is
o

la
tio

n
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't. 

H
e

 h
a

d
 k

ille
d

 e
ve

ryo
n

e
. H

e
 h

a
d

 m
u

rd
e

re
d

 o
r e

xe
c
u

te
d

 th
e

m
 

a
ll. W

illin
g

 o
r n

o
t, h

e
 w

a
s
 ra

p
in

g
 h

e
r. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 ju

s
t a

 p
a

w
n

 to
 h

im
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e
tra

y
 h

e
r frie

n
d

s
' m

e
m

o
rie

s in
 s

u
c
h

 a
 

h
o

rrific
 m

a
n

n
e

r. S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e
tra

y h
e

rs
e

lf. 

If s
h

e
 d

ie
d

 in
 M

a
lfo

y
 M

a
n

o
r s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 d
o

 s
o

 c
lin

g
in

g
 to

 th
e

 

b
its

 o
f h

e
rs

e
lf th

a
t re

m
a

in
e

d
. L

ik
e

 D
e

a
th

 its
e

lf, M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 s
to

le
n

 

e
ve

ryth
in

g
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 h

e
r, a

n
d

 h
e

 w
a

s
 w

a
itin

g
 to

 ta
k

e
 m

o
re

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

ta
y a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 M

a
lfo

y
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 re
fu

s
e

 to
 e

n
g

a
g

e
 

u
n

le
s
s
 h

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 a

n
d

 c
o

e
rc

e
d

 h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 u

s
e

d
 to

 b
e

in
g

 a
lo

n
e

. 

S
h

e
 s

p
e

n
t th

e
 re

s
t o

f th
e

 d
a

y
 re

s
o

lvin
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf. B
ra

c
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 d

u
e

 fo
r a

n
o

th
e

r le
g

ilim
e

n
c
y
 s

e
s
s
io

n
. H

e
 a

lw
a

y
s
 c

a
m

e
 

a
fte

r h
e

r fe
rtile

 w
in

d
o

w
. 

W
h

e
n

 h
e

 d
id

, h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 fin
d

 a
ll th

e
 th

o
u

g
h

ts
 in

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

. H
e

 

w
o

u
ld

 p
ro

b
a

b
ly ta

u
n

t h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
n

't re
s
p

o
n

d
. 

S
h

e
 sp

e
n

t th
e

 a
fte

rn
o

o
n

 b
u

ild
in

g
 a

 c
a

rd
 to

w
e

r. 

T
h

e
 d

a
y p

a
s
s
e

d
. D

in
n

e
r c

a
m

e
. M

a
lfo

y
 d

id
 n

o
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 b

e
 a

n
xio

u
s
. S

h
e

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 k

e
e

p
 g

la
n

c
-

in
g

 a
t th

e
 c

lo
c
k

. S
h

e
 ig

n
o

re
d

 th
e

 tig
h

te
n

in
g

 s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 in
 h

e
r c

h
e

s
t 

a
s
 s

h
e

 k
e

p
t e

xp
e

c
tin

g
 h

im
 to

 a
p

p
e

a
r. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly d
o

in
g

 it o
n

 p
u

rp
o

s
e

, s
h

e
 re

m
in

d
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

P
e

rh
a

p
s
 h

e
'd

 b
e

e
n

 re
a

d
in

g
 h

e
r m

in
d

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 th
in

k
in

g
 

e
a

rlie
r. H

e
 w

a
s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly to
rtu

rin
g

 h
e

r in
te

n
tio

n
a

lly
.  

S
h

e
 k

e
p

t e
xp

e
c
tin

g
 h

im
 to

 e
ve

n
tu

a
lly

 a
p

p
e

a
r u

n
til it w

a
s
 p

a
s
t 

e
le

ve
n

, w
h

e
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 u
s
u

a
lly

 w
a

s
 a

s
le

e
p

. F
in

a
lly s

h
e

 w
e

n
t to

 

b
e

d
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't s

le
e

p
. 

S
h

e
 ju

s
t la

y th
e

re
, w

o
n

d
e

rin
g

 w
h

y
 h

e
 h

a
d

n
't c

o
m

e
. M

a
yb

e
 h

e
 

w
a

s
 tra

ve
lin

g
 a

g
a

in
. T

h
e

 n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
r h

a
d

n
't s

a
id

 a
n

yth
in

g
 b

u
t p

e
r-

h
a

p
s
 h

e
 s

till w
a

s
. M

a
yb

e
 h

e
 w

a
s
 o

u
t w

ith
 A

s
to

ria
 a

t s
o

m
e

 e
ve

n
t, 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

n
't th

in
k

 s
h

e
 re

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 a

n
y
th

in
g

 b
e

in
g

 m
e

n
tio

n
e

d
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in

ta
c
t. T

o
 b

e
 d

e
c
e

n
t. T

o
 b

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf. S

u
rviva

l w
o

u
ld

 c
a

rve
 a

w
a

y a
n

y 

p
a

rt o
f h

e
r th

a
t m

a
d

e
 e

n
d

u
rin

g
 h

a
rd

e
r. 

It w
o

u
ld

 s
m

o
o

th
 a

w
a

y th
e

 m
e

n
ta

l a
n

g
u

is
h

. L
a

tc
h

 o
n

to
 e

ve
ry 

g
lim

m
e

r o
f k

in
d

n
e

s
s
. It w

o
u

ld
 m

a
k

e
 life

 c
e

a
s
e

 to
 a

c
h

e
. 

If s
h

e
 w

e
re

n
't c

a
re

fu
l, it w

o
u

ld
 s

te
a

l a
w

a
y
 e

ve
ry

 b
it o

f h
e

r u
n

til 

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
 b

ro
k

e
n

 in
s
id

e
 th

a
t s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 a
c
c
e

p
t h

e
r c

a
g

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
h

ive
re

d
 b

e
n

e
a

th
 th

e
 s

c
a

ld
in

g
 w

a
te

r s
till b

e
a

tin
g

 

d
o

w
n

 o
n

 h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 to

 s
ta

y
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 M

a
lfo

y. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
n

't ta
lk

 to
 h

im
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

n
't le

t h
e

rs
e

lf a
s
k

 h
im

 

q
u

e
stio

n
s
. If h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

 h
e

r s
o

m
e

th
in

g
, s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 a
n

s
w

e
r a

s
 b

rie
fly 

a
s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 s
to

p
 e

n
g

a
g

in
g

 w
ith

 h
im

, s
to

p
 tryin

g
 to

 u
n

-

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

 h
im

. 

S
h

e
 m

ig
h

t n
o

t b
e

 a
b

le
 to

 c
o

n
tro

l w
h

a
t h

e
r b

o
d

y d
id

, b
u

t s
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 c
o

n
tro

l h
e

r m
in

d
. A

n
yth

in
g

 h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 fro

m
 h

e
r, h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 

h
a

ve
 to

 fo
rc

e
 fro

m
 h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 h

e
r k

n
e

e
s a

s
 a

 s
e

n
s
e

 o
f d

e
s
o

-

la
tio

n
 c

a
m

e
 o

ve
r h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
 tire

d
 o

f b
e

in
g

 a
ll a

lo
n

e
. S

h
e

 p
re

s
s
e

d
 h

e
r lip

s
 to

-

g
e

th
e

r a
s
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t c

ryin
g

. 

E
ve

n
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
ry w

a
s
 a

 lo
n

e
ly a

b
y
s
s
. A

lm
o

s
t a

ll th
e

 ye
a

rs
 o

f 

w
a

r h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

lo
n

e
. 

S
tu

d
yin

g
 a

lo
n

e
 in

 H
o

g
w

a
rts

. T
h

e
n

 s
tu

d
yin

g
 in

 E
u

ro
p

e
, th

e
re

 

h
a

d
 
b

e
e

n
 
n

o
 
tim

e
 

fo
r 

a
n

y
th

in
g

 
b

u
t 

p
ro

fe
s
s
io

n
a

l 
re

la
tio

n
s
h

ip
s
. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
'd

 re
tu

rn
e

d
 s

h
e

'd
 p

ra
c
tic

a
lly

 live
d

 in
 th

e
 h

o
s
p

ita
l w

a
rd

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

e
ve

r tim
e

 fo
r frie

n
d

s
h

ip
s
. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 a

n
y s

p
a

re
 

tim
e

, H
a

rry a
n

d
 R

o
n

 w
e

re
 g

o
n

e
 o

n
 m

is
s
io

n
s
. W

h
e

n
 th

e
y w

e
re

 b
a

c
k

, 

it w
a

s
 g

e
n

e
ra

lly in
 th

e
 a

fte
rm

a
th

 o
f a

 b
a

ttle
, w

h
e

n
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 

s
k

ills
 h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

 m
o

s
t u

rg
e

n
tly

 n
e

e
d

e
d

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 s
o

 fe
w

 m
e

m
o

rie
s
 

o
f b

e
in

g
 w

ith
 e

ith
e

r o
f th

e
m

 in
 n

o
n

-p
ro

fe
s
s
io

n
a

l c
irc

u
m

sta
n

c
e

s
. 

T
h

e
n

, a
fte

r th
e

 F
in

a
l b

a
ttle

, H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 im

p
ris

o
n

m
e

n
t u

n
d

e
r 

H
o

g
w

a
rts

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 lik

e
 a

n
 e

n
d

le
s
s
 fa

ll. A
lo

n
e

. A
lo

n
e

. A
lo

n
e

. U
n

til 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 m

e
m

o
ry h

a
d

 c
a

n
n

ib
a

lis
e

d
 its

e
lf. 

W
h

e
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 fin

a
lly b

e
e

n
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 o

u
t a

n
d

 fo
rc

e
d

 in
to

 

th
e

 b
re

e
d

in
g

 p
ro

g
ra

m
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
c
o

m
e

 re
d

u
c
e

d
 to

 h
e

r fu
n

c
tio

n
. T

o
 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

 w
o

m
b

. T
o

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

 p
o

te
n

tia
l 

s
o

u
rc

e
 o

f w
a

r in
te

llig
e

n
c
e

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 n

o
t a

 p
e

rs
o

n
. 

N
o

t to
 a

n
yo

n
e

 e
xc

e
p

t M
a

lfo
y
. 

H
e

 tre
a

te
d

 h
e

r lik
e

 a
 p

e
rs

o
n

. H
e

 a
n

s
w

e
re

d
 m

o
s
t o

f h
e

r q
u

e
s
-

tio
n

s
, a

n
d

 h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

t h
e

r a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 s
a

w
 h

e
r. H

e
 ta

lk
e

d
 to

 h
e

r. 

H
e

 tre
a

te
d

 h
e

r a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 p

e
rs

o
n

a
lly w

e
re

 o
f s

ig
n

ific
a

n
c
e

 to
 

h
im

. W
h

e
n

 h
e

 h
u

rt h
e

r it a
lw

a
y
s
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 fo

rc
e

d
 a

n
d

 u
n

w
illin

g
. 
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 S

h
e

 d
id

n
't tu

rn
 to

 s
e

e
 w

h
a

t h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 lik

e
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 va

n
is

h
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 ju

s
t p

u
lle

d
 h

e
r le

g
s
 c

lo
s
e

d
 a

n
d

 la
y
 th

e
re

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l h

e
r 

te
a

rs
 le

a
vin

g
 c

o
ld

 tra
ils

 a
lo

n
g

 h
e

r te
m

p
le

s
. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt tw

o
 d

a
y
s
 w

e
re

 th
e

 s
a

m
e

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 little

 s
e

n
s
e

 o
f re

lie
f th

e
 m

o
rn

in
g

 a
fte

r th
e

 fifth
 d

a
y. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 ju
s
t fe

lt c
o

ld
. 

H
e

r ro
o

m
 a

n
d

 b
e

d
 h

a
d

 lo
s
t a

ll s
e

n
s
e

 o
f c

o
m

fo
rt to

 h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 a

 fre
sh

 s
e

t o
f ro

b
e

s
 fro

m
 th

e
 w

a
rd

ro
b

e
 a

n
d

 w
e

n
t 

d
o

w
n

 th
e

 h
a

ll to
 th

e
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
 w

ith
 th

e
 s

h
o

w
e

r. T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 c

u
rle

d
 u

p
 

in
to

 a
 tig

h
t b

a
ll, s

e
a

te
d

 o
n

 th
e

 flo
o

r o
f th

e
 s

h
o

w
e

r a
n

d
 s

ta
ye

d
 th

e
re

 

u
n

d
e

r th
e

 w
a

te
r. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 p

o
in

t in
 d

e
n

y
in

g
 it. T

h
in

g
s
 h

a
d

 s
h

ifte
d

. N
o

th
in

g
 

fe
lt th

e
 sa

m
e

. N
o

t a
n

y lo
n

g
e

r. 

T
h

e
 p

o
tio

n
 w

a
s
 a

 s
ig

n
ific

a
n

t fa
c
to

r b
u

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't d

e
n

y 

th
e

 a
rra

y
 o

f o
th

e
r e

le
m

e
n

ts
. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 n

o
t th

e
 m

o
n

s
te

r s
h

e
 h

a
d

 in
itia

lly p
e

rc
e

ive
d

 h
im

 a
s
 

b
e

in
g

. A
fte

r le
a

rn
in

g
 w

h
a

t w
a

s
 h

a
p

p
e

n
in

g
 to

 th
e

 o
th

e
r s

u
rro

g
a

te
s
; 

a
fte

r w
h

a
t M

o
n

ta
g

u
e

 h
a

d
 trie

d
 to

 d
o

 to
 h

e
r; a

fte
r A

s
to

ria
; a

fte
r b

e
-

c
o

m
in

g
 te

rrifie
d

 o
f w

h
a

t c
ru

e
lty L

u
c
iu

s
 M

a
lfo

y w
o

u
ld

 d
e

vis
e

 if h
e

r 

s
u

rro
g

a
c
y w

e
re

 tra
n

s
fe

rre
d

. T
h

e
 p

e
rs

o
n

 s
h

e
 p

e
rc

e
ive

d
 M

a
lfo

y a
s
 

b
e

in
g

 h
a

d
 s

h
ifte

d
. 

B
e

in
g

 's
a

ve
d

' b
y
 h

im
 h

a
d

 a
ffe

c
te

d
 th

in
g

s
. 

H
e

 to
u

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r. N
o

 o
n

e
 h

a
d

 to
u

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r in
 s

o
 lo

n
g

. 

H
e

'd
 h

e
a

le
d

 h
e

r, fa
r m

o
re

 th
a

n
 h

e
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 to

. 

H
e

 d
id

n
't e

ve
n

 w
a

n
t to

 ra
p

e
 h

e
r. 

T
h

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 in
s
is

te
d

 h
is

 p
ro

te
c
tio

n
 o

f h
e

r w
a

s
 e

n
tire

ly b
o

rn
e

 

fro
m

 fro
m

 s
e

lf-in
te

re
st—

b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 h
e

'd
 b

e
e

n
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

e
d

 to
—

s
h

e
 

w
a

s
 
a

lm
o

s
t 

c
e

rta
in

 
h

e
 
w

a
s
 

fa
r 

e
xc

e
e

d
in

g
 

w
h

a
t 

o
b

lig
a

tio
n

 
d

e
-

m
a

n
d

e
d

. 

T
h

e
 in

flu
e

n
c
e

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s
 a

ls
o

 c
o

n
trib

u
te

d
 to

 it. T
h

e
y'd

 

a
lw

a
y
s
 b

e
e

n
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 to

 c
u

ltiva
te

 c
o

m
p

lia
n

c
e

 a
n

d
 d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
c
e

. T
o

 

re
m

o
ve

 h
e

r a
b

ility
 to

 re
sis

t. 

If s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 re

sis
t M

a
lfo

y's
 vio

la
tio

n
; if h

e
 w

e
re

 p
h

ys
ic

a
lly

 fo
rc

-

in
g

 h
e

r d
o

w
n

 a
s
 h

e
 ra

p
e

d
 h

e
r, it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 e

a
s
ie

r fo
r h

e
r to

 s
to

p
 

g
ro

w
in

g
 re

sig
n

e
d

 a
n

d
 a

c
c
u

s
to

m
e

d
 to

 it. It w
a

s
 th

e
 lyin

g
 q

u
ie

tly a
n

d
 

e
xp

e
rie

n
c
in

g
 it. T

h
e

 a
n

tic
ip

a
tio

n
 o

f a
n

 in
e

vita
b

ility
 th

a
t s

h
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
 

a
b

ility to
 re

s
is

t. 

If th
e

 w
a

y
s
 h

e
 h

u
rt h

e
r w

e
re

 m
o

re
 vo

lu
n

ta
ry a

n
d

 le
s
s
 o

b
lig

a
-

to
ry, it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 e

a
s
ie

r to
 s

e
e

 h
im

 fo
r w

h
o

 h
e

 w
a

s
. 

A
lth

o
u

g
h

 e
ve

n
 th

e
n

, th
e

 m
in

d
 w

a
s
 c

ru
e

lly a
d

a
p

tive
. T

h
e

 s
u

b
-

c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
 w

ill to
 s

u
rvive

 w
a

s
 w

ritte
n

 in
to

 h
u

m
a

n
s
 m

o
re

 d
e

e
p

ly 

th
a

n
 a

lm
o

s
t a

n
yth

in
g

 e
ls

e
. S

u
rviva

l d
id

 n
o

t re
q

u
ire

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 to
 b

e
 

236  M
anacled 

 
in

 th
e

 s
o

c
ie

ty p
a

g
e

s
. M

a
yb

e
 th

e
y
'd

 ju
s
t g

o
n

e
 to

 d
in

n
e

r. D
id

 h
e

 a
n

d
 

A
s
to

ria
 g

o
 to

 d
in

n
e

r to
g

e
th

e
r?

 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 la
y
 in

 b
e

d
 w

o
n

d
e

rin
g

 u
n

til th
e

 c
lo

c
k

 o
n

 th
e

 w
a

ll in
-

d
ic

a
te

d
 it w

a
s
 n

e
a

rly
 tw

o
 in

 th
e

 m
o

rn
in

g
. 

S
h

e
 g

o
t o

u
t o

f b
e

d
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 n
e

a
rly fu

ll m
o

o
n

. 

S
h

e
 w

e
n

t to
 th

e
 d

o
o

r a
n

d
 le

ft h
e

r ro
o

m
, w

a
n

d
e

rin
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 

m
o

o
n

lit h
a

llw
a

y
s
 o

f th
e

 N
o

rth
 W

in
g

. T
h

e
 p

o
rtra

it fo
llo

w
e

d
 h

e
r lik

e
 

a
 p

a
le

 w
ra

ith
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 
fin

g
e

rs
 
tra

ile
d

 
a

lo
n

g
 
w

a
lls

 a
s
 
s
h

e
 w

a
lk

e
d

. S
h

e
 

n
e

ve
r h

a
d

 p
a

n
ic

 a
tta

c
k

s
 in

s
id

e
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r, b

u
t th

e
 s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 

w
a

ll b
e

n
e

a
th

 h
e

r fin
g

e
rs

 w
a

s
 s

te
a

d
yin

g
. 

T
h

e
 m

o
o

n
lig

h
t c

a
s
t lo

n
g

, s
h

a
rp

 s
h

a
d

o
w

s
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 flo

o
rs

 a
n

d
 

w
a

lls
. 

A
 
th

o
u

g
h

t 
a

b
ru

p
tly

 s
tru

c
k

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

. W
h

a
t 

if M
a

lfo
y d

ie
d

?
 

W
o

u
ld

 s
h

e
 e

ve
n

 k
n

o
w

?
 P

ro
b

a
b

ly n
o

t. N
o

t fo
r d

a
ys

. H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 

w
o

u
ld

 c
o

m
e

 a
n

d
 ta

k
e

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 to
 b

e
 tra

n
s
fe

rre
d

 to
 s

o
m

e
 o

th
e

r 

le
g

ilim
e

n
s
. M

a
yb

e
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

o
u

ld
 b

rin
g

 S
n

a
p

e
 b

a
c
k

 fro
m

 R
o

m
a

-

n
ia

 a
n

d
 o

rd
e

r h
im

 to
 im

p
re

g
n

a
te

 h
e

r in
s
te

a
d

. 

W
h

a
t if s

h
e

 w
e

re
 a

lre
a

d
y p

re
g

n
a

n
t?

 T
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t m
a

d
e

 h
e

r 

c
o

ld
. W

h
a

t if s
h

e
 w

e
re

 p
re

g
n

a
n

t a
n

d
 M

a
lfo

y
 d

ie
d

?
 W

o
u

ld
 V

o
ld

e
-

m
o

rt w
a

it fo
r h

e
r to

 g
ive

 b
irth

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 d
ra

g
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s o
u

t h
im

-

s
e

lf?
 O

r w
o

u
ld

 h
e

 m
a

k
e

 S
tro

u
d

 a
b

o
rt th

e
 b

a
b

y s
o

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 

b
e

 tra
n

s
fe

rre
d

?
 If s

h
e

 c
a

rrie
d

 it to
 te

rm
 th

e
n

, w
h

a
t w

o
u

ld
 h

a
p

p
e

n
 

to
 it?

 W
o

u
ld

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt g
ive

 th
e

 b
a

b
y
 to

 A
s
to

ria
?

 

A
s
to

ria
 w

o
u

ld
 k

ill it. S
h

e
'd

 to
rtu

re
 it to

 d
e

a
th

. If it lo
o

k
e

d
 lik

e
 

M
a

lfo
y a

n
d

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

, A
s
to

ria
 w

o
u

ld
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly te
a

r its
 e

ye
s
 o

u
t a

n
d

 

b
u

rn
 it,  s

ta
rve

 it to
 d

e
a

th
... 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 g
a

s
p

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

ta
rte

d
 h

yp
e

rve
n

tila
tin

g
 in

 th
e

 h
a

llw
a

y. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 d

o
. N

o
th

in
g

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't d
o

 a
n

-

yth
in

g
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 s
p

e
n

t m
o

n
th

s
 w

is
h

in
g

 M
a

lfo
y w

o
u

ld
 d

ie
 b

u
t n

o
w

 th
e

 

th
o

u
g

h
t fille

d
 h

e
r w

ith
 te

rro
r. 

W
h

a
t if h

e
 w

a
s
 d

e
a

d
?
 

S
h

e
 k

e
p

t b
re

a
th

in
g

 fa
s
te

r a
n

d
 fa

s
te

r. H
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 a

n
d

 a
rm

s
 

s
ta

rte
d

 p
ric

k
in

g
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

re
 w

e
re

 n
e

e
d

le
s g

ra
zin

g
 h

e
r s

k
in

. H
e

r 

c
h

e
s
t 

fe
lt c

o
m

p
re

s
s
e

d
 a

s
 
th

o
u

g
h

 
s
h

e
 w

e
re

 b
e

in
g

 c
ru

s
h

e
d

. S
h

e
 

c
o

u
ld

n
't m

a
k

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf c

a
lm

 d
o

w
n

. 

S
u

d
d

e
n

ly 
th

e
re

 
w

a
s
 
a

 
s
h

iftin
g

 
in

 
th

e
 
d

a
rk

n
e

s
s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

fro
ze

, c
h

o
k

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
 g

a
s
p

, a
n

d
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

. 

M
a

lfo
y s

te
p

p
e

d
 o

u
t o

f th
e

 d
a

rk
n

e
s
s
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 c

e
rta

in
 h

e
 h

a
d

n
't 

b
e

e
n

 th
e

re
 a

 m
o

m
e

n
t b

e
fo

re
. 

T
h

e
 m

o
o

n
lig

h
t c

a
u

g
h

t h
is

 p
a

le
 h

a
ir a

n
d

 s
k

in
, a

n
d

 h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 

te
rrifyin

g
 a

n
d

 a
n

g
e

lic
 a

t th
e

 s
a

m
e

 tim
e

. 
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 S

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

im
, fe

e
lin

g
 h

e
r in

itia
l p

a
n

ic
 fa

d
e

 a
w

a
y. H

e
 w

a
s
-

n
't d

e
a

d
 o

r d
yin

g
. T

h
e

 s
e

n
s
e

 o
f re

lie
f s

h
e

 fe
lt a

t s
e

e
in

g
 h

im
—

 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 n

o
t to

 d
w

e
ll o

n
 it a

s
 s

h
e

 stu
d

ie
d

 h
im

 c
a

re
fu

lly. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t h
is

 fa
c
e

... 

T
h

e
 te

n
sio

n
 in

 it s
e

e
m

e
d

 s
lig

h
tly

 e
a

s
e

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 h

a
rd

 c
o

ld
 e

x-

p
re

s
s
io

n
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

o
 u

s
e

d
 to

. H
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 le

s
s
 o

n
 th

e
 ve

rg
e

 o
f a

 

b
re

a
k

d
o

w
n

. 

H
e

 c
a

m
e

 c
lo

s
e

r to
 h

e
r. H

is
 e

ye
s
 tra

v
e

lin
g

 d
o

w
n

 h
e

r s
lo

w
ly

 a
s
 

h
e

 s
ize

d
 h

e
r u

p
. 

"G
ra

n
g

e
r." 

H
e

r n
a

m
e

 ro
lle

d
 fro

m
 h

is
 lip

s
 lik

e
 a

 p
u

rr. S
h

e
 fe

lt a
 s

h
ive

r o
f 

u
n

c
e

rta
in

ty p
a

s
s
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r. H
e

 n
e

ve
r c

a
lle

d
 h

e
r b

y h
e

r s
u

rn
a

m
e

, 

n
o

t o
n

c
e

 sin
c
e

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 a
rrive

d
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

lw
a

y
s
 M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

. 

H
e

r e
ye

s
 w

id
e

n
e

d
. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 d

ru
n

k
. 

H
is

 s
te

p
s
 re

m
a

in
e

d
 s

te
a

d
y
 a

n
d

 h
is

 vo
ic

e
 w

a
s
 u

n
s
lu

rre
d

, b
u

t—

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

u
re

 o
f it. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't m
o

ve
. 

H
e

 d
re

w
 n

e
a

re
r, u

n
til s

h
e

 s
h

u
ffle

d
 b

a
c
k

w
a

rd
s
, b

u
t h

e
 k

e
p

t 

c
o

m
in

g
 c

lo
s
e

r. U
n

til s
h

e
 w

a
s
 tra

p
p

e
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 w

a
ll, a

n
d

 h
e

 w
a

s
 

m
e

re
 in

c
h

e
s
 fro

m
 h

e
r. 

"O
h

, G
ra

n
g

e
r." H

e
 s

ig
h

e
d

, s
ta

rin
g

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r. H

e
 ra

is
e

d
 a

 

h
a

n
d

 a
n

d
 p

la
c
e

d
 it a

c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r th

ro
a

t, b
u

t d
id

n
't s

q
u

e
e

ze
; h

e
 ju

s
t 

le
ft it th

e
re

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l th

e
 h

e
a

t o
f it s

e
e

p
in

g
 in

to
 h

e
r s

k
in

. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 u

p
 a

t h
im

. E
ve

n
 d

ru
n

k
, h

is
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 a

 m
a

s
k

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't s
u

re
 w

h
a

t h
e

 in
te

n
d

e
d

 to
 d

o
 n

e
xt. H

e
 s

lid
 h

is
 th

u
m

b
 

lig
h

tly a
lo

n
g

 h
e

r n
e

c
k

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 fe
lt h

e
r s

k
in

 p
ric

k
le

. 

H
e

 s
ig

h
e

d
 a

g
a

in
. "If I'd

 k
n

o
w

n
 w

h
a

t p
a

in
 yo

u
'd

 c
a

u
s
e

 m
e

, I 

n
e

ve
r w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 ta
k

e
n

 yo
u

." 

H
e

 ju
s
t s

to
o

d
 th

e
re

, h
o

ld
in

g
 h

e
r th

ro
a

t. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l h

e
r 

p
u

ls
e

 flu
tte

rin
g

 a
g

a
in

s
t h

is
 h

a
n

d
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
n

't s
u

re
 w

h
a

t h
e

 m
e

a
n

t; 

if s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 to

 a
p

o
lo

g
is

e
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

m
e

ll th
e

 a
lc

o
h

o
l o

n
 h

is
 b

re
a

th
. 

"B
u

t," h
e

 s
a

id
 a

fte
r a

 m
in

u
te

, "a
t th

is
 p

o
in

t, I s
u

p
p

o
s
e

 I d
e

s
e

rve
 

to
 b

u
rn

. I w
o

n
d

e
r, if yo

u
'll b

u
rn

 to
o

." 

H
is

 fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly

 c
lo

s
e

 to
 h

e
rs

, s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l th

e
 a

ir fro
m

 

h
is

 w
o

rd
s
 b

ru
s
h

in
g

 a
g

a
in

s
t h

e
r s

k
in

. 

H
is

 lip
s
 c

ra
s
h

e
d

 in
to

 h
e

rs
.
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anacled 

 W
h

e
n

 e
ve

n
in

g
 c

a
m

e
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 to

o
k

 a
 b

a
th

 w
ith

o
u

t in
s
tru

c
-

tio
n

. T
o

p
s
y
 d

id
 n

o
t a

p
p

e
a

r b
u

t d
in

n
e

r d
id

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 ig
n

o
re

d
 it. It 

w
a

s
 
n

e
a

rly 
n

in
e

 
w

h
e

n
 
th

e
 
H

o
u

s
e

-e
lf 

s
u

d
d

e
n

ly 
p

o
p

p
e

d
 
in

to
 
th

e
 

ro
o

m
. 

T
o

p
s
y a

v
e

rte
d

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 a

s
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

ta
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r. 

"T
h

e
 m

a
s
te

r is
 b

a
c
k

. Y
o

u
 is

 to
 g

e
t re

a
d

y
." 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

. 

"I'm
 a

lre
a

d
y re

a
d

y
," H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

. 

T
o

p
s
y n

o
d

d
e

d
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 d

is
a

p
p

e
a

re
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
e

n
t a

n
d

 s
a

t a
t th

e
 fo

o
t o

f h
e

r b
e

d
. 

W
h

e
n

 M
a

lfo
y
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 a
t th

e
 d

o
o

r th
e

y s
ta

re
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 

ro
o

m
 a

t e
a

c
h

 o
th

e
r fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 to
 s

a
y
. 

H
e

 w
a

lk
e

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 w

ith
d

re
w

 a
 via

l o
f C

a
lm

in
g

 

D
ra

u
g

h
t w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 h

a
n

d
e

d
 to

 h
e

r w
ith

o
u

t a
 w

o
rd

. S
h

e
 s

w
a

llo
w

e
d

 

th
e

 c
o

n
te

n
ts

, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 h
a

n
d

e
d

 it b
a

c
k

. 

W
h

ile
 h

e
 w

a
s
 ta

k
in

g
 h

is
 o

w
n

 p
o

tio
n

, H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
lid

 b
a

c
k

 o
n

 

th
e

 m
a

ttre
s
s
 a

n
d

 la
id

 d
o

w
n

, s
ta

rin
g

 d
e

te
rm

in
e

d
ly u

p
 a

t th
e

 c
a

n
o

p
y 

o
ve

r h
e

r b
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't flin
c
h

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 fe

lt th
e

 b
e

d
 s

h
ift. S

h
e

 d
id

n
't m

a
k

e
 

a
 s

o
u

n
d

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 fe

lt h
im

 s
h

ift h
e

r ro
b

e
s
 a

s
id

e
 a

n
d

 e
xp

o
s
e

 h
e

r. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 fe

lt h
im

 m
o

ve
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

e
r le

g
s
, s

h
e

 b
it h

e
r lip

 a
s
 s

h
e

 

c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 to

 s
ta

re
 u

p
 a

t th
e

 c
a

n
o

p
y
. W

h
e

n
 h

e
 m

u
tte

re
d

 th
e

 lu
b

ri-

c
a

tio
n

 c
h

a
rm

 s
h

e
 b

a
lle

d
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
 in

to
 fis

ts
. 

W
h

e
n

 h
e

 e
n

te
re

d
 h

e
r, s

h
e

 g
a

v
e

 a
 s

m
a

ll g
a

s
p

 a
n

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 h

e
r 

fa
c
e

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e

 w
a

ll in
 d

e
s
p

a
ir, w

rith
in

g
 w

ith
 in

te
rn

a
l a

n
g

u
is

h
. 

H
e

r b
o

d
y h

a
d

 a
n

tic
ip

a
te

d
 it. A

ttu
n

e
d

 a
n

d
 w

a
itin

g
. It w

a
s
 re

a
d

y. 

W
a

n
tin

g
. 

It w
a

s
 s

u
c
h

 a
 p

ro
fo

u
n

d
 b

e
tra

y
a

l. 

K
n

o
w

in
g

 h
e

r a
ro

u
s
a

l w
a

s
 p

h
ys

io
lo

g
ic

a
lly n

a
tu

ra
l d

id
n

't e
a

s
e

 

th
e

 g
u

ilt. 

W
h

e
n

 th
e

 ra
p

e
 w

a
s
 c

lin
ic

a
l it w

a
s
 e

n
d

u
ra

b
le

. W
h

e
n

 th
e

 ra
p

e
 

w
a

s
 d

ru
g

g
e

d
 it w

a
s
 e

n
d

u
ra

b
le

. B
u

t w
h

e
n

 it w
a

s
 ju

s
t h

e
r, h

e
r o

w
n

 

m
in

d
 a

n
d

 p
h

ys
io

lo
g

y, it w
a

s
 th

e
 w

o
rs

t o
f a

ll. It tw
is

te
d

 a
n

d
 to

re
 a

t 

s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 in

s
id

e
 h

e
r. 

I'm
 b

e
in

g
 ra

p
e

d
 a

n
d

 m
y
 b

o
d

y
 is

 e
n

jo
y
in

g
 it, s

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t b

itte
rly 

a
n

d
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 c

u
rl a

w
a

y
. 

S
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t s
h

e
 m

ig
h

t ju
s
t vo

m
it. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't w
a

n
t to

 k
n

o
w

 if M
a

lfo
y c

o
u

ld
 te

ll th
e

 d
iffe

re
n

c
e

. 

W
h

e
th

e
r h

e
 k

n
e

w
. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t th
e

 w
a

ll a
n

d
 trie

d
 n

o
t to

 m
a

k
e

 a
n

o
th

e
r s

o
u

n
d

. 

W
h

e
n

 h
e

 c
a

m
e

, h
e

 im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly re
m

o
ve

d
 h

im
s
e

lf, je
rk

e
d

 h
e

r ro
b

e
s
 

d
o

w
n

, s
n

a
tc

h
e

d
 u

p
 h

is
 ro

b
e

s
, a

n
d

 a
p

p
a

ra
te

d
. 
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 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 k

e
p

t tu
rn

in
g

 th
e

 q
u

e
stio

n
 o

ve
r a

n
d

 o
ve

r u
n

til s
h

e
 

fin
a

lly 
g

a
v
e

 
u

p
. 

S
h

e
 

h
a

d
 

to
o

 
little

 
in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 

to
 

e
n

a
b

le
 

a
n

y 

g
u

e
ss

e
s
. 

S
h

e
 m

o
ve

d
 o

n
 to

 a
 d

iffe
re

n
t p

ro
b

le
m

. 

S
h

e
 
c
o

u
ld

n
't 

fig
u

re
 
o

u
t 

h
o

w
 
s
h

e
 
fit 

in
. 

W
h

a
te

ve
r 

M
a

lfo
y's

 

s
c
h

e
m

e
 w

a
s
, it s

e
e

m
e

d
 lik

e
 s

h
e

 m
u

s
t b

e
 s

o
m

e
h

o
w

 in
c
lu

d
e

d
 in

 it. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 to

o
 d

e
vo

te
d

 to
 h

e
r c

a
re

 a
n

d
 m

a
in

te
n

a
n

c
e

 fo
r it to

 b
e

 

o
th

e
rw

is
e

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 th

o
u

g
h

t it w
a

s
 s

im
p

ly b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 h
e

 w
a

s
 

d
o

in
g

 a
s
 o

rd
e

re
d

, b
u

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 b

e
g

in
n

in
g

 to
 s

tro
n

g
ly s

u
s
p

e
c
t h

is
 

a
tte

n
tio

n
 w

e
n

t b
e

yo
n

d
 th

a
t. H

e
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 p

e
rs

o
n

a
lly a

n
d

 e
m

o
tio

n
-

a
lly in

v
e

ste
d

 in
 h

e
r. T

h
e

 w
a

y
 h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t h
e

r; th
e

 u
n

d
ivid

e
d

 in
te

n
-

s
ity o

f it w
a

s
 a

lm
o

s
t u

n
d

e
n

ia
b

le
. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

ig
n

ific
a

n
t to

 h
im

 o
r to

 

h
is

 p
la

n
s
. 

W
h

e
re

 d
id

 n
o

t g
e

ttin
g

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 p
re

g
n

a
n

t fit in
to

 th
e

 s
tra

te
g

y
?

 

H
e

 h
a

te
d

 ra
p

in
g

 h
e

r; d
id

n
't a

p
p

e
a

r to
 e

n
jo

y it a
t a

ll a
n

d
 d

id
n

't 

try to
. It m

a
d

e
 h

im
 ill. S

o
, w

o
u

ld
n

't h
e

 w
a

n
t h

e
r p

re
g

n
a

n
t a

s
 s

o
o

n
 

a
s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
?
 

U
n

le
s
s
 it h

a
d

 to
 d

o
 w

ith
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
. T

h
e

 id
e

a
 th

a
t a

 p
re

g
-

n
a

n
c
y w

o
u

ld
 u

n
lo

c
k

 th
e

 m
e

m
o

rie
s w

a
s
 th

e
o

re
tic

a
l a

t b
e

st. B
u

t if 

M
a

lfo
y s

u
s
p

e
c
te

d
 th

e
re

 w
e

re
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 in
 h

e
r m

e
m

o
ry

 th
a

t h
e

 d
id

-

n
't w

a
n

t u
n

lo
c
k

e
d

... th
a

t c
o

u
ld

 p
o

s
s
ib

ly e
xp

la
in

 it. 

B
u

t e
ve

n
 w

ith
o

u
t a

 p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y, th

e
 m

e
m

o
rie

s
 w

e
re

 s
lo

w
ly

 b
e

-

g
in

n
in

g
 to

 re
-e

m
e

rg
e

. 

If s
h

e
 w

e
re

 p
re

g
n

a
n

t, it w
o

u
ld

 b
u

y h
im

 n
in

e
 m

o
n

th
s
 o

f e
xc

lu
-

s
ive

 a
c
c
e

ss
 to

 th
e

m
. S

o
 lo

n
g

 a
s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 n

o
t p

re
g

n
a

n
t, a

rb
itra

ry 

m
e

m
o

rie
s
 m

ig
h

t e
m

e
rg

e
 fo

r V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt to
 fin

d
. 

W
h

y w
o

u
ld

 h
e

 k
e

e
p

 fo
rc

in
g

 th
e

m
 b

o
th

 th
ro

u
g

h
 five

 d
a

y
s
 o

f 

m
o

n
th

ly tra
u

m
a

?
 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't a

c
c
o

u
n

t fo
r it. 

S
h

e
 m

u
lle

d
 o

ve
r th

e
 q

u
e

stio
n

 a
g

a
in

. 

T
h

e
 o

n
ly a

d
d

itio
n

a
l e

le
m

e
n

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 th

in
k

 o
f w

a
s
 th

a
t M

a
l-

fo
y
 h

a
d

 to
 k

n
o

w
 sh

e
 w

o
u

ld
 ra

th
e

r d
ie

 th
a

n
 g

e
t p

re
g

n
a

n
t. 

W
o

u
ld

 th
a

t m
a

tte
r to

 h
im

?
 

S
h

e
 k

e
p

t w
o

n
d

e
rin

g
 u

n
til s

h
e

 fe
ll a

s
le

e
p

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

n
xio

u
s
 a

ll th
e

 n
e

xt d
a

y; o
n

 e
d

g
e

 a
n

d
 fid

g
e

tin
g

 u
n

til 

s
h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 fe

a
rin

g
 
s
h

e
'd

 s
ta

rt p
ic

k
in

g
 h

e
r 

s
k

in
 o

ff. S
h

e
 b

a
re

ly 

s
k

im
m

e
d

 th
e

 D
a

ily
 P

ro
p

h
e

t b
e

fo
re

 s
h

e
 b

e
g

a
n

 te
a

rin
g

 it to
 p

ie
c
e

s
 

a
n

d
 fo

ld
in

g
 it in

to
 e

ve
ry s

h
a

p
e

 s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 th

in
k

 o
f. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't fo

ld
 

c
ra

n
e

s
, b

u
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fo
ld

 a
e

ro
p

la
n

e
s
 a

n
d

 a
ll s

o
rts

 o
f o

th
e

r g
e

o
-

m
e

tric
 s

h
a

p
e

s
. S

h
e

 p
o

u
re

d
 h

e
r n

e
rvo

u
s
 e

n
e

rg
y
 in

to
 fo

ld
in

g
 u

n
til h

e
r 

fin
g

e
rtip

s
 fe

lt ra
w

. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 w

a
lk

in
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 N

o
rth

 W
in

g
, tra

ilin
g

 h
e

r fin
-

g
e

rs
 lig

h
tly a

lo
n

g
 th

e
 w

a
lls

 a
s
 s

h
e

 w
e

n
t. 



   
e

 ta
s
te

d
 o

f fire
w

h
is

k
e

y. 

It w
a

s
 a

 p
u

n
is

h
in

g
 k

is
s
. T

h
e

 m
o

m
e

n
t th

e
ir lip

s
 to

u
c
h

e
d

, 

h
e

 c
ru

s
h

e
d

 h
e

r b
o

d
y
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

is
. H

is
 h

a
n

d
 o

n
 h

e
r th

ro
a

t s
lid

 

b
a

c
k

 a
n

d
 u

p
 to

 th
e

 n
a

p
e

, ta
n

g
lin

g
 h

is
 fin

g
e

rs
 in

 h
e

r h
a

ir a
s
 h

e
 d

e
e

p
-

e
n

e
d

 th
e

 k
is

s
. H

is
 o

th
e

r h
a

n
d

 re
a

c
h

e
d

 u
p

 a
n

d
 c

ra
d

le
d

 h
e

r c
h

e
e

k
 in

 

th
e

 p
a

lm
 o

f h
is

 h
a

n
d

 fo
r a

 m
o

m
e

n
t b

e
fo

re
 it s

lip
p

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
lo

n
g

 

h
e

r b
o

d
y. 

H
e

 a
n

g
le

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 u

p
 a

s
 h

e
 k

e
p

t k
is

s
in

g
 h

e
r. H

is
 to

n
g

u
e

 p
u

s
h

-

in
g

 in
to

 h
e

r m
o

u
th

 b
e

fo
re

 w
ith

d
ra

w
in

g
 a

s
 h

e
 n

ip
p

e
d

 h
e

r lip
s
. H

a
rd

 

e
n

o
u

g
h

 to
 h

u
rt, b

u
t n

o
t to

 b
le

e
d

. T
h

e
n

, w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

a
s
p

in
g

 fo
r 

b
re

a
th

, h
e

 p
u

lle
d

 h
is

 m
o

u
th

 a
w

a
y a

n
d

 s
ta

rte
d

 k
is

s
in

g
 a

lo
n

g
 h

e
r 

th
ro

a
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 fro

ze
n

 in
 s

h
o

c
k

. P
lia

n
t a

n
d

 s
tu

n
n

e
d

 in
 h

is
 p

o
s
-

s
e

s
s
ive

 h
a

n
d

s
. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 p

u
llin

g
 a

t h
e

r c
lo

th
e

s
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l th
e

 o
u

te
r ro

b
e

 

s
lip

p
in

g
 o

n
to

 th
e

 flo
o

r, a
n

d
 th

e
 to

p
 b

u
tto

n
s
 o

f th
e

 d
re

s
s
 o

p
e

n
 a

s
 

th
e

 c
o

ld
 m

a
n

o
r a

ir h
it h

e
r. H

e
 rip

p
e

d
 b

u
tto

n
s
 o

ff a
s
 h

e
 e

xp
o

s
e

d
 h

e
r 

a
n

d
 e

xp
lo

re
d

 h
e

r b
a

re
d

 s
k

in
. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 g

rin
d

in
g

 h
im

s
e

lf a
g

a
in

s
t h

e
r a

s
 h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 th

e
 d

re
ss

 

d
o

w
n

 o
ve

r h
e

r s
h

o
u

ld
e

rs
, s

trip
p

in
g

 h
e

r to
 th

e
 w

a
is

t. 

T
h

e
 
c
o

ld
 a

ir b
it 

a
g

a
in

s
t h

e
r 

s
k

in
, 

a
n

d
 
s
h

e
 
fe

lt 
h

e
r 

n
ip

p
le

s
 

h
a

rd
e

n
 in

 th
e

 c
o

ld
 a

s
 h

is
 h

a
n

d
s
 d

a
rte

d
 u

p
 to

 p
a

lm
 h

e
r b

re
a

s
ts

 a
n

d
 

te
a

s
e

 h
e

r. H
is

 m
o

u
th

 w
a

s
 a

t th
e

 ju
n

c
tu

re
 o

f h
e

r n
e

c
k

 a
n

d
 s

h
o

u
ld

e
r, 

a
n

d
 h

e
 w

a
s
 k

is
s
in

g
 a

n
d

 n
ip

p
in

g
 h

is
 w

a
y a

lo
n

g
 it w

h
e

n
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly h

e
 

re
a

c
h

e
d

 a
 s

p
o

t a
n

d
 s

h
e

—
m

o
a

n
e

d
. 

T
h

e
y b

o
th

 fro
ze

. 

M
a

lfo
y w

re
n

c
h

e
d

 h
im

s
e

lf a
w

a
y
. 

H
e

 s
to

o
d

 th
e

re
 lo

o
k

in
g

 a
t h

e
r. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

lu
m

p
e

d
 a

g
a

in
s
t th

e
 

w
a

ll, h
a

lf s
trip

p
e

d
, a

n
d

—
a

ro
u

s
e

d
. 

H
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 T
h

e
 m

o
s
t p

o
w

e
rfu

l G
e

n
e

ra
l in

 th
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

's
 a

rm
y w

a
s
 w

h
a

t 

A
s
to

ria
 h

a
d

 s
a

id
. A

 G
e

n
e

ra
l fo

r y
e

a
rs

; th
a

t w
a

s
 w

h
a

t M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 

s
a

id
 a

b
o

u
t h

im
s
e

lf. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 p
a

u
s
e

d
 p

u
zzle

d
. M

a
lfo

y
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
 G

e
n

e
ra

l d
u

rin
g

 

th
e

 w
a

r?
 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't re
m

e
m

b
e

r M
a

lfo
y
 b

e
in

g
 a

 G
e

n
e

ra
l. S

h
e

 d
id

n
't re

-

m
e

m
b

e
r m

u
c
h

 o
f a

n
yth

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t h
im

 a
fte

r D
u

m
b

le
d

o
re

 d
ie

d
. S

h
e

 

h
a

d
 a

s
s
u

m
e

d
 h

is
 a

s
c
e

n
d

a
n

c
e

 in
 ra

n
k

 h
a

d
 o

c
c
u

rre
d

 a
t th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f 

th
e

 w
a

r, b
u

t p
e

rh
a

p
s
 th

a
t h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 w
ro

n
g

. It h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 h

a
rd

 to
 g

e
t 

g
o

o
d

 in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e

 e
n

d
 o

f th
e

 w
a

r. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
n

't b
e

e
n

 

in
c
lu

d
e

d
 in

 m
o

s
t o

f th
e

 s
p

e
c
ific

a
lly s

tra
te

g
ic

 O
rd

e
r m

e
e

tin
g

s
. It 

m
u

s
t h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 a
 d

e
ta

il s
h

e
'd

 m
is

s
e

d
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 s

o
 m

a
n

y
 th

in
g

s
 a

b
o

u
t M

a
lfo

y th
a

t fe
lt in

c
o

m
p

re
-

h
e

n
s
ib

le
. H

is
 p

o
w

e
r. T

h
e

 p
o

in
t o

f h
is

 a
m

b
itio

n
. H

is
 iro

n
ic

 ta
le

n
t fo

r 

h
e

a
lin

g
. H

is
 a

p
p

a
ra

tin
g

 a
b

ility. 

A
 ritu

a
l in

te
n

d
e

d
 a

s
 a

 p
u

n
is

h
m

e
n

t... 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 o
ve

r th
e

 m
ys

te
ry

 in
 h

e
r m

in
d

. 

It w
a

s
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 w

h
a

t V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 re

fe
re

n
c
in

g
 to

 w
h

e
n

 

h
e

'd
 s

p
o

k
e

n
 o

f M
a

lfo
y d

e
e

p
ly d

is
a

p
p

o
in

tin
g

 h
im

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

n
-

d
e

re
d

 w
h

a
t o

n
 e

a
rth

 it c
o

u
ld

 b
e

. D
a

rk
 m

a
g

ic
 ritu

a
ls

 w
e

re
 g

e
n

e
ra

lly 

p
h

ys
ic

a
lly

 c
o

rro
s
ive

 a
n

d
 m

e
n

ta
lly

 e
ro

d
in

g
. M

a
lfo

y s
e

e
m

e
d

 s
u

s
p

i-

c
io

u
s
ly

, e
ve

n
 u

n
n

a
tu

ra
lly, in

ta
c
t. 

In
 fa

c
t, a

s
 s

h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t a

b
o

u
t it fu

rth
e

r, M
a

lfo
y
 w

a
s
 im

p
o

s
s
ib

ly 

s
a

n
e

. W
ith

 th
e

 q
u

a
n

tity
 o

f D
a

rk
 M

a
g

ic
 
h

e
 w

a
s
 
e

xp
o

s
e

d
 to

, b
o

th
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 h

is
 o

w
n

 u
s
e

 a
n

d
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt's

, h
e

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 p

o
is

o
n

e
d

 b
y it. 

U
n

le
s
s
 h

e
 w

a
s
 s

p
e

n
d

in
g

 a
ll h

is
 tim

e
 u

n
d

e
rg

o
in

g
 p

u
rific

a
tio

n
 ritu

a
ls

, 

h
is

 re
la

tive
 h

e
a

lth
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 im

p
o

s
s
ib

le
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 ill ju

s
t fro

m
 e

n
te

rin
g

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt's
 H

a
ll, 

w
h

ile
 M

a
lfo

y h
a

d
 s

e
e

m
e

d
 e

n
tire

ly
 in

d
iffe

re
n

t to
 it; a

n
d

 h
e

 s
u

re
ly 

w
e

n
t th

e
re

 m
u

ltip
le

 tim
e

s
 a

 w
e

e
k

. P
e

o
p

le
 d

id
n

't b
e

c
o

m
e

 in
d

iffe
r-

e
n

t to
 D

a
rk

 M
a

g
ic

. It w
a

s
 lik

e
 a

 p
o

is
o

n
o

u
s
 d

ru
g

. A
d

d
ic

tive
. E

ffe
c
t-

in
g

. D
e

a
d

ly. 

D
a

rk
 W

iza
rd

s
 te

n
d

e
d

 to
 u

s
e

 m
o

re
 a

n
d

 m
o

re
, a

n
d

 s
tro

n
g

e
r a

n
d

 

s
tro

n
g

e
r typ

e
s
 o

f d
a

rk
 a

rts
 u

n
til th

e
y e

ro
d

e
d

 th
e

m
se

lv
e

s
 a

w
a

y
 th

e
 

w
a

y
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt w

a
s
, o

r w
e

n
t m

a
d

 th
e

 w
a

y
 L

u
c
iu

s
 a

n
d

 B
e

lla
trix h

a
d

. 

B
u

t M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 in

ta
c
t. P

h
ys

ic
a

lly a
n

d
 m

e
n

ta
lly h

e
 w

a
s
—

p
ris

-

tin
e

. A
n

d
 c

a
p

a
b

le
 o

f a
p

p
a

ra
tin

g
 a

c
ro

s
s
 a

n
 e

n
tire

 c
o

n
tin

e
n

t. 

H
o

w
 o

n
 e

a
rth

 w
a

s
 th

a
t p

o
s
s
ib

le
?
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 "T

h
a

t's
—

o
b

s
c
e

n
e

," H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fin
a

lly
 s

a
id

. 

"In
d

e
e

d
. F

o
rtu

n
a

te
ly

, o
r p

e
rh

a
p

s
 u

n
fo

rtu
n

a
te

ly
, h

e
 h

a
s
 o

th
e

r 

m
a

tte
rs

 h
e

 re
g

a
rd

s
 a

s
 m

o
re

 u
rg

e
n

t fo
r S

u
s
se

x
 to

 fo
c
u

s
 o

n
." 

   H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

k
e

, s
till lyin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 c

o
ld

 flo
o

r o
f th

e
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 to
 lie

 th
e

re
; if th

e
re

 w
e

re
 a

n
 u

p
s
id

e
 to

 h
e

r d
e

p
re

s
-

s
io

n
 it w

a
s
 th

a
t it m

a
d

e
 s

le
e

p
in

g
 e

a
s
ie

r. It w
a

s
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

r b
o

d
y 

h
a

d
 g

ive
n

 u
p

. T
h

e
 ra

g
e

 s
h

e
'd

 s
p

e
n

t m
o

n
th

s
 c

u
ltiva

tin
g

 h
a

d
 m

e
lte

d
 

a
w

a
y 

a
n

d
 
s
h

e
 
w

a
s
 
le

ft 
tire

d
 
a

n
d

 
lis

tle
s
s
, 

a
s
 
th

o
u

g
h

 
h

e
r 

b
o

d
y 

w
e

ig
h

e
d

 to
o

 m
u

c
h

 to
 e

ve
n

 c
a

rry
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 flo

o
r. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

le
e

p
 a

n
d

 s
le

e
p

 in
 a

 s
ta

te
 o

f d
e

s
p

a
ir fo

r m
o

s
t o

f th
e

 

d
a

y. S
h

e
 

p
u

s
h

e
d

 
h

e
rs

e
lf 

o
ff 

th
e

 
flo

o
r, 

w
e

n
t 

to
 

h
e

r 
ro

o
m

, 
a

n
d

 

c
lim

b
e

d
 u

n
d

e
r th

e
 c

o
ve

rs
 o

f h
e

r b
e

d
; b

u
rro

w
in

g
 in

to
 th

e
m

 a
n

d
 h

u
g

-

g
in

g
 th

e
m

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf. 

E
ve

n
 h

e
r b

ra
in

 fe
lt tire

d
 a

n
d

 lis
tle

ss
. A

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 e
ve

n
 th

in
k

in
g

 

to
o

k
 to

o
 m

u
c
h

 o
u

t o
f h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 o

ve
r a

t th
e

 c
lo

c
k

. It w
a

s
 n

e
a

rly n
in

e
 o

'c
lo

c
k

 in
 th

e
 

e
ve

n
in

g
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 tra
y
 w

ith
 d

in
n

e
r o

n
 it b

e
s
id

e
 th

e
 c

h
a

ir, b
u

t 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
 a

p
p

e
tite

. 

S
h

e
 w

o
n

d
e

re
d

 w
h

y M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 in

 F
ra

n
c
e

; p
re

s
u

m
a

b
ly it w

a
s
 

to
 k

ill m
o

re
 p

e
o

p
le

. 

W
o

u
ld

 h
e

 s
till b

e
 m

a
s
k

e
d

, o
r w

o
u

ld
 h

e
 d

o
 it o

p
e

n
ly

?
 S

h
e

 w
o

n
-

d
e

re
d

 w
h

a
t h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 lik
e

 w
h

e
n

 h
e

 c
a

s
t th

e
 k

illin
g

 c
u

rs
e

. M
o

s
t p

e
o

-

p
le

's
 fa

c
e

s s
c
re

w
e

d
 u

p
 in

 a
 re

vo
ltin

g
 g

rim
a

c
e

 w
h

e
n

 th
e

y c
a

s
t th

e
 

K
illin

g
 C

u
rs

e
. E

ve
n

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt. B
u

t M
a

lfo
y's

 h
a

tre
d

 a
n

d
 fu

ry w
a

s
 s

o
 

c
o

ld
. P

e
rh

a
p

s
 h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 th
e

 w
a

y
 h

e
 h

a
d

 w
h

e
n

 h
e

 w
a

s
 k

illin
g

 M
o

n
-

ta
g

u
e

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 if g

e
ttin

g
 e

xp
o

s
e

d
 a

s
 H

ig
h

 R
e

e
ve

 w
e

re
 

in
te

n
tio

n
a

l. 

If M
a

lfo
y w

e
re

 m
o

vin
g

 to
 s

e
ize

 p
o

w
e

r fro
m

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt, h
e

'd
 

n
e

e
d

 to
 b

e
 k

n
o

w
n

. K
n

o
w

n
 a

n
d

 fe
a

re
d

. B
e

in
g

 re
ve

a
le

d
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
 

c
a

lc
u

la
te

d
 ris

k
 p

e
rh

a
p

s
; b

a
n

k
in

g
 o

n
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt's

 n
e

e
d

 fo
r a

 p
u

b
lic

 

fig
u

re
 to

 s
p

a
re

 h
is

 life
. If th

in
g

s
 in

 R
o

m
a

n
ia

 w
e

re
 a

s
 u

n
s
ta

b
le

 a
s
 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 im

p
lie

d
, V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt c

o
u

ld
n

't k
ill M

a
lfo

y
 n

o
w

—
e

ve
n

 if h
e

 

w
a

n
te

d
 to

. It w
o

u
ld

 le
a

ve
 a

 p
o

w
e

r va
c
u

u
m

, d
e

sta
b

ilis
e

 th
e

 e
n

tire
 

D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
r a

rm
y, a

n
d

 g
ive

 E
u

ro
p

e
 th

e
 o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity to

 b
re

a
k

 fre
e

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 n

o
 o

th
e

r fig
u

re
s
 in

 V
o

ld
e

m
o

rt's
 a

rm
y
 th

a
t w

e
re

 

e
ve

n
 va

g
u

e
ly c

o
m

p
a

ra
b

le
. V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt h

a
d

 lo
c
a

l g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t fig

-

u
re

s
, b

u
t M

a
lfo

y w
a

s
 V

o
ld

e
m

o
rt's

 o
n

ly vis
ib

le
 c

ru
tc

h
 o

n
 a

 c
o

n
tin

e
n

-

ta
l le

ve
l 
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 H
is

 e
y
e

s
 w

e
re

 w
id

e
, a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

'd
 ju

s
t b

e
c
o

m
e

 a
w

a
re

 o
f h

im
-

s
e

lf. H
e

 s
ta

y
e

d
 th

e
re

 lo
o

k
in

g
 s

h
o

c
k

e
d

 fo
r s

e
ve

ra
l m

o
m

e
n

ts
 b

e
fo

re
 

th
e

 m
a

s
k

 s
u

d
d

e
n

ly c
lic

k
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 in
to

 p
la

c
e

. H
is

 fa
c
e

 g
re

w
 h

a
rd

 a
n

d
 

h
e

 s
m

irk
e

d
. 

"A
p

p
a

re
n

tly y
o

u
 h

a
v
e

 a
c
c
e

p
te

d
 yo

u
r p

la
c
e

," h
e

 s
a

id
 w

ith
 a

 

le
e

r. T
h

e
n

 h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 o
n

 h
is

 h
e

e
l a

n
d

 va
n

is
h

e
d

 in
to

 th
e

 d
a

rk
n

e
ss

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
ta

ye
d

 th
e

re
 in

 s
h

o
c
k

. S
h

e
 fe

lt fro
ze

n
, a

s
 a

 c
o

ld
 

s
e

n
s
e

 o
f d

e
va

s
ta

tio
n

 c
re

p
t o

ve
r h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
—

s
h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

...re
c
e

p
tive

. T
o

 M
a

lfo
y. 

H
e

r p
lia

n
c
y
 h

a
d

n
't b

e
e

n
 e

n
fo

rc
e

d
 b

y th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
. It h

a
d

n
't 

e
ve

n
 o

c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 h

e
r to

 p
u

s
h

 h
im

 a
w

a
y
. It h

a
d

n
't o

c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 h

e
r to

 

w
a

n
t to

. 

H
e

'd
 k

is
s
e

d
 h

e
r a

n
d

 s
h

e
'd

—
le

t h
im

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

n
't fe

lt re
p

u
ls

e
d

. It 

h
a

d
 
th

rille
d

 
s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 
lo

n
e

ly 
a

n
d

 
a

c
h

in
g

 
in

s
id

e
 
o

f 
h

e
r. 

B
e

in
g

 

to
u

c
h

e
d

. S
o

m
e

o
n

e
 w

ith
 w

a
rm

 h
a

n
d

s
 c

a
re

ss
in

g
 h

e
r. It w

a
s
 a

 lo
n

g
-

in
g

 la
c
e

d
 rig

h
t th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 ve
ry

 fib
e

r o
f h

e
r. 

T
ra

p
p

e
d

 in
 th

e
 m

a
n

o
r, s

h
e

 w
a

s
 la

tc
h

in
g

 o
n

to
 a

n
y s

c
ra

p
 o

f k
in

d
-

n
e

s
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fin
d

. 

B
u

t it w
a

s
n

't k
in

d
n

e
ss

. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
n

't k
in

d
; h

e
 s

im
p

ly w
a

s
n

't c
ru

e
l. H

e
 w

a
s
n

't a
s
 a

w
fu

l 

a
s
 h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e
. H

e
 p

o
s
s
e

s
s
e

d
 th

e
 m

e
a

g
e

re
s
t s

h
re

d
s
 o

f d
e

c
e

n
c
y. 

A
p

p
a

re
n

tly, in
 h

e
r fra

c
tu

rin
g

 m
in

d
, a

 a
b

s
e

n
c
e

 o
f c

ru
e

lty w
a

s
 

s
u

ffic
ie

n
t s

o
la

c
e

. F
o

r h
e

r s
ta

rve
d

 h
e

a
rt, it w

a
s
 e

n
o

u
g

h
. 

A
 s

tra
n

g
le

d
 s

o
b

 to
re

 its
e

lf fro
m

 h
e

r, a
n

d
 s

h
e

 g
a

th
e

re
d

 h
e

r 

ro
b

e
s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
n

d
 fle

d
 b

a
c
k

 to
 h

e
r ro

o
m

. 

F
lin

g
in

g
 th

e
 d

o
o

rs
 o

f h
e

r w
a

rd
ro

b
e

 o
p

e
n

, s
h

e
 w

re
n

c
h

e
d

 o
u

t a
 

n
e

w
 s

e
t o

f ro
b

e
s
 a

n
d

 b
u

tto
n

e
d

 th
e

m
 u

p
 a

s
 ra

p
id

ly a
s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
. T

h
e

n
 

s
h

e
 w

ra
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r a

rm
s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf fo
r a

n
 a

d
d

itio
n

a
l s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

 

o
f s

e
c
u

rity. O
f d

e
c
e

n
c
y
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 b

e
tte

r th
a

n
 th

is
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't g
o

in
g

 to
 le

t h
e

r p
s
yc

h
o

lo
g

ic
a

l s
u

rviva
l in

s
tin

c
ts

 

tric
k

 h
e

r in
to

 fa
llin

g
 fo

r a
 m

o
n

s
te

r; in
to

 w
a

n
tin

g
 th

e
 a

tte
n

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 

p
e

rs
o

n
 re

s
p

o
n

s
ib

le
 fo

r s
ta

rtin
g

 th
e

 w
a

r; in
to

 b
e

in
g

 re
c
e

p
tive

 to
 th

e
 

m
a

n
 w

h
o

 h
a

d
 m

u
rd

e
re

d
 h

e
r frie

n
d

s
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't le
t h

e
r m

in
d

 ra
tio

n
a

lis
e

 in
to

 fa
llin

g
 fo

r h
e

r ra
p

is
t 

s
im

p
ly b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 h
e

 w
a

s
n

't a
s
 m

u
c
h

 o
f a

 m
o

n
s
te

r to
 h

e
r a

s
 h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 

b
e

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't. W
o

u
ld

n
't. 

W
o

u
ld

n
't. 

W
o

u
ld

n
't. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e
a

r b
e

in
g

 b
e

tra
y
e

d
 b

y h
e

r b
o

d
y. S

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

n
't le

t 

h
e

rs
e

lf b
e

 b
e

tra
y
e

d
 b

y h
e

r m
in

d
. 
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 S

h
e

'd
 ra

th
e

r b
re

a
k

 it. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 to
 g

e
t o

u
t o

f th
e

 m
a

n
o

r. 

S
h

e
 p

re
ss

e
d

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 c

o
ld

 w
in

d
o

w
 a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 d
e

s
-

p
a

irin
g

ly a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 m

o
o

n
lit e

s
ta

te
. 

T
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 d

re
w

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 b
a

c
k

, a
n

d
 s

m
a

s
h

e
d

 it in
to

 th
e

 g
la

s
s
 

a
s
 h

a
rd

 a
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

. 

T
h

e
 u

n
b

re
a

k
a

b
le

 p
a

n
e

 d
id

n
't b

re
a

k
. C

o
u

ld
n

't g
ive

. 

S
h

e
 d

ro
ve

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 in
to

 it a
g

a
in

. 

A
n

d
 a

g
a

in
. 

A
n

d
 a

g
a

in
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 b

lo
o

d
 s

tre
a

m
in

g
 in

to
 h

e
r e

ye
s
, b

u
t s

h
e

 k
e

p
t g

o
in

g
. 

A
g

a
in

. 

A
n

d
 a

g
a

in
. 

A
n

 a
rm

 c
lo

s
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r w
a

is
t, a

n
d

 a
 h

a
n

d
 c

la
m

p
e

d
 o

ve
r 

b
o

th
 w

ris
ts

 a
s
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 th

e
 g

la
s
s
. 

S
h

e
 fo

u
g

h
t. T

ryin
g

 to
 p

u
ll h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 fre

e
. D

ig
g

in
g

 h
e

r to
e

s
 in

to
 

th
e

 g
ra

in
 o

f th
e

 w
o

o
d

-flo
o

r to
 p

u
s
h

 h
e

rs
e

lf b
a

c
k

. 

S
o

b
b

in
g

. 

"G
ra

n
g

e
r. D

o
n

't—
d

o
n

't." M
a

lfo
y
's

 vo
ic

e
 w

a
s
 c

lo
s
e

 to
 h

e
r e

a
r. 

S
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 fu

tile
ly

 to
 fre

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf a

s
 s

h
e

 s
o

b
b

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

o
b

b
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
 tire

d
 o

f b
e

in
g

 h
u

rt a
n

d
 a

lo
n

e
. S

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 b
e

 

d
o

n
e

. If s
h

e
 k

e
p

t e
xis

tin
g

 in
 th

a
t h

o
u

s
e

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

o
in

g
 to

 try to
 fin

d
 

s
o

la
c
e

. A
n

yth
in

g
 b

u
t b

e
in

g
 c

o
ld

 a
n

d
 a

lo
n

e
 fo

re
ve

r a
n

d
 e

ve
r. 

S
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 b

e
 to

u
c
h

e
d

. S
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 fe

e
l s

a
fe

, e
ve

n
 if it 

w
a

s
 s

im
p

ly a
n

 illu
s
io

n
. S

h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 it—

 

B
u

t s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't. 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
n

't b
e

tra
y
 e

ve
ryo

n
e

 lik
e

 th
a

t. H
a

rry. R
o

n
. M

in
e

rva
. 

G
in

n
y... 

S
h

e
 w

o
u

ld
n

't b
e

tra
y
 h

e
rs

e
lf lik

e
 th

a
t. 

"I c
a

n
't—

c
a

n
't—

" S
h

e
 so

b
b

e
d

, tryin
g

 to
 b

re
a

k
 fre

e
 a

g
a

in
. 

"D
o

n
't h

u
rt yo

u
rs

e
lf. G

ra
n

g
e

r, th
a

t's
 a

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
. D

o
 n

o
t h

u
rt 

yo
u

rs
e

lf." M
a

lfo
y
 g

ro
w

le
d

 th
e

 o
rd

e
r a

s
 h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 h

e
r fu

rth
e

r fro
m

 

th
e

 w
in

d
o

w
. 

S
h

e
 k

e
p

t s
tru

g
g

lin
g

. 

"S
to

p
." 

T
h

e
 o

rd
e

r w
a

s
 s

n
a

rle
d

. 

"S
to

p
 tryin

g
 to

 p
h

ys
ic

a
lly in

ju
re

 yo
u

rs
e

lf." H
is

 vo
ic

e
 w

a
s
 s

h
a

k
-

in
g

. S
h

e
 fe

lt th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r w
ris

ts
 g

ro
w

 h
o

t a
s
 h

e
 in

-

vo
k

e
d

 th
e

m
, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 stru

g
g

le
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 m

a
g

ic
. 

"N
o

–
!" S

h
e

 s
o

b
b

e
d

 a
s
 s

h
e

 fe
lt th

e
 m

a
g

ic
 g

ro
w

 u
n

til it a
lm

o
s
t 

s
m

o
th

e
re

d
 h

e
r m

in
d

 a
n

d
 h

e
r b

o
d

y
 w

e
n

t lim
p

. 

   

e
rm

io
n

e
 w

a
s
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 in

 th
e

 k
itc

h
e

n
 o

f S
p

in
n

e
r's

 E
n

d
. S

h
e

 

tu
rn

e
d

 s
lo

w
ly

, lo
o

k
in

g
 o

ve
r th

e
 s

u
rfa

c
e

s c
o

v
e

re
d

 w
ith

 n
o

te
-

b
o

o
k

s
, p

re
p

a
re

d
 in

g
re

d
ie

n
ts

 a
n

d
 b

u
b

b
lin

g
 p

o
tio

n
s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 p
a

u
s
e

d
 a

s
 s

h
e

 n
o

tic
e

d
 o

n
e

 p
o

tio
n

 s
h

im
m

e
rin

g
 in

 

th
e

 c
o

rn
e

r. S
h

e
 s

te
p

p
e

d
 o

v
e

r a
n

d
 w

a
tc

h
e

d
 th

e
 s

p
ira

lin
g

 s
te

a
m

 ris
-

in
g

 fro
m

 th
e

 s
u

rfa
c
e

. S
h

e
 s

n
iffe

d
 it s

u
rre

p
titio

u
s
ly

. T
h

e
 s

p
ic

y
, e

a
rth

y
 

s
c
e

n
t o

f o
a

k
 m

o
s
s
, s

m
o

k
y
 u

n
d

e
rto

n
e

s
 o

f c
e

d
a

r, th
e

 b
ru

is
e

d
 s

c
e

n
t 

o
f o

x
id

izin
g

 le
a

ve
s
, a

n
d

 p
a

rc
h

m
e

n
t—

n
o

. S
h

e
 s

n
iffe

d
 a

g
a

in
. P

a
p

y
ru

s
. 

S
h

e
 s

te
p

p
e

d
 a

b
ru

p
tly

 a
w

a
y
 a

n
d

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 a

t th
e

 o
th

e
r s

u
rro

u
n

d
-

in
g

 c
a

u
ld

ro
n

s
. 

"T
h

is
 is

 q
u

ite
 a

 v
a

rie
ty

 o
f lo

v
e

 p
o

tio
n

s
 y

o
u

're
 b

re
w

in
g

," s
h

e
 

s
a

id
, lo

o
k

in
g

 o
v
e

r to
 w

h
e

re
 S

e
v
e

ru
s
 w

a
s
 s

to
o

p
e

d
 o

ve
r a

 s
im

m
e

rin
g
 

c
a

u
ld

ro
n

. 

"A
 n

e
w

 p
ro

je
c
t fo

r th
e

 D
a

rk
 L

o
rd

. H
e

's
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly

 d
e

ve
lo

p
e

d
 a

n
 

in
te

re
s
t in

 try
in

g
 to

 w
e

a
p

o
n

is
e

 it," S
e

v
e

ru
s
 s

a
id

, s
n

e
e

rin
g

 d
o

w
n

 a
t 

th
e

 m
u

rk
y
, lu

m
e

s
c
e

n
t liq

u
id

 h
e

 w
a

s
 w

o
rk

in
g

 o
ve

r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt h

e
r b

lo
o

d
 ru

n
 c

o
ld

. "Is
 th

a
t a

 p
o

s
s
ib

ility
?
" 

S
e

v
e

ru
s
 s

h
ru

g
g

e
d

 w
ith

 a
 fa

in
t s

m
ile

. "I a
m

 b
o

th
 s

k
e

p
tic

a
l a

n
d

 

u
n

m
o

tiv
a

te
d

, s
o

 m
o

s
t lik

e
ly

 n
o

t. I b
e

lie
v
e

 it w
a

s
 m

o
re

 o
f a

 p
a

s
s
in

g
 

n
o

tio
n

 th
a

n
 a

n
y
th

in
g
 h

e
 h

a
s
 a

 s
in

c
e

re
 in

te
re

s
t in

. I'm
 d

ra
w

in
g

 u
p

 a
 

c
o

m
p

re
h

e
n

s
iv

e
 re

p
o

rt to
 p

re
s
e

n
t in

 c
a

s
e

 h
e

 a
s
k

s
 a

b
o

u
t it. A

n
d

 I'm
 

d
o

in
g

 it in
 m

y
 h

o
m

e
 ra

th
e

r th
a

n
 in

 th
e

 la
b

 to
 e

n
s
u

re
 n

o
 o

n
e

 o
ffe

rs
 

a
n

y
 g

ro
u

n
d

b
re

a
k

in
g

 id
e

a
s
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
u

rve
y
e

d
 th

e
 ro

o
m

. T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 te

n
 v

a
rie

tie
s
 o

f lo
ve

 

p
o

tio
n

 a
n

d
 a

 fe
w

 a
p

h
ro

d
is

ia
c
s
 s

h
e

 re
c
o

g
n

is
e

d
, a

s
 w

e
ll a

s
 a

n
 a

d
d

i-

tio
n

a
l fifte

e
n

 th
a

t a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 e

x
p

e
rim

e
n

ta
l. 

"W
h

a
t w

o
u

ld
 c

o
n

s
titu

te
 a

s
 a

 w
e

a
p

o
n

is
e

d
 lo

ve
 p

o
tio

n
?
" 

"S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 o

f e
x
c
e

p
tio

n
a

l p
o

w
e

r th
a

t d
o

e
s
n

't re
q

u
ire

 re
d

o
s
-

a
g

e
. I b

e
lie

v
e

 h
e

 im
a

g
e

s
 h

im
s
e

lf u
s
in

g
 it fo

r in
te

rro
g

a
tio

n
s
." 

H
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 S
h

e
 

s
lu

m
p

e
d

 
a

g
a

in
s
t 

M
a

lfo
y
. 

H
e

 
re

le
a

s
e

d
 

h
e

r 
w

ris
ts

 
a

n
d

 

w
ra

p
p

e
d

 h
is

 a
rm

 tig
h

tly a
c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r s

h
o

u
ld

e
rs

, a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 e
x-

p
e

c
te

d
 h

e
r to

 s
u

d
d

e
n

ly flin
g

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

 a
g

a
in

. 

S
h

e
 ju

s
t s

ta
ye

d
 th

e
re

, s
h

u
d

d
e

rin
g

 a
n

d
 q

u
ie

tly s
o

b
b

in
g

 in
 h

is 

a
rm

s
. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 b

lo
o

d
 s

lid
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 h

e
r fa

c
e

 a
n

d
 d

rip
p

in
g

 fro
m

 h
e

r 

lip
s
 a

n
d

 c
h

in
 o

n
to

 th
e

 flo
o

r. 

"S
o

—
" h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 te
n

s
e

 vo
ic

e
 a

fte
r a

 fe
w

 m
in

u
te

s
. "Y

o
u

 fo
u

n
d

 

a
 w

a
y a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 m
a

n
a

c
le

s
, I s

e
e

." 

A
s
 s

h
e

 h
u

n
g

 a
g

a
in

s
t h

im
 s

h
e

 re
a

lis
e

d
 d

u
lly th

a
t s

h
e

 h
a

d
. 

T
h

e
 c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
s
 e

xis
te

d
 in

 h
e

r m
in

d
. T

h
e

 o
rd

e
r w

a
s
 n

o
t to

 h
u

rt 

h
e

rs
e

lf, b
u

t d
id

n
't s

p
e

c
ify

 a
n

y d
iffe

re
n

c
e

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

 p
s
yc

h
o

lo
g

ic
a

l 

a
n

d
 p

h
ys

ic
a

l h
a

rm
. S

o
—

in
 a

 s
ta

te
 o

f s
u

ffic
ie

n
t m

e
n

ta
l a

g
o

n
y
—

s
h

e
 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

b
le

 to
 b

yp
a

s
s
 it. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 h

u
rtin

g
 e

ith
e

r w
a

y
; s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

-

n
't s

to
p

 h
e

r m
in

d
 fro

m
 h

u
rtin

g
 h

e
r. T

h
e

 c
o

m
p

u
ls

io
n

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 n

u
lli-

fie
d

. It w
a

s
 a

lw
a

ys
 in

 h
e

r m
in

d
. 

H
e

r in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 c
o

m
p

u
ls

io
n

s
 h

a
d

 a
lw

a
ys

 b
e

e
n

 w
h

a
t 

h
a

d
 lim

ite
d

 h
e

r. T
h

e
 c

o
m

m
a

n
d

 to
 b

e
 q

u
ie

t: s
h

e
 h

a
d

 in
te

rp
re

te
d

 it 

a
s
 M

a
lfo

y n
o

t p
e

rm
ittin

g
 h

e
r to

 s
p

e
a

k
 w

ith
o

u
t p

e
rm

is
s
io

n
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 

s
h

e
 a

s
s
u

m
e

d
 h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 vin

d
ic

tive
 lik

e
 th

a
t. S

o
 s

h
e

 h
a

d
n

't b
e

e
n

 

a
b

le
 to

 s
p

e
a

k
. If s

h
e

'd
 in

te
rp

re
te

d
 it a

s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 s
im

p
le

r, lik
e

 n
o

t 

s
p

e
a

k
in

g
 lo

u
d

ly, s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 s
p

o
k

e
n

; u
n

le
s
s
 M

a
lfo

y h
a

d
 c

la
ri-

fie
d

 a
n

d
 s

p
e

c
ifie

d
 th

e
 c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
 fu

rth
e

r. 

T
h

e
 c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
s
 w

e
re

 b
u

ilt u
p

o
n

 p
re

ve
n

tin
g

 w
illfu

l d
is

o
b

e
d

i-

e
n

c
e

. W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
n

't th
in

k
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 fa

c
t s

h
e

 w
a

s
 d

is
o

b
e

yin
g

, 

w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 re

a
c
tin

g
 in

s
tin

c
tive

ly o
r s

p
e

a
k

in
g

 w
ith

o
u

t th
in

k
in

g
, 

s
h

e
'd

 a
lw

a
ys

 b
e

e
n

 a
b

le
 to

 g
e

t a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 c

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
s
. S

h
e

 s
im

p
ly 

h
a

d
n

't n
o

tic
e

d
 it. 

"I s
u

p
p

o
s
e

 I d
id

," s
h

e
 s

a
id

 q
u

ie
tly

, re
g

a
in

in
g

 h
e

r fo
o

tin
g

 a
n

d
 

s
ta

n
d

in
g

. 

H
is

 h
a

n
d

s
 s

lid
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 h

e
r. S

o
m

e
th

in
g

 in
s
id

e
 o

f H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

tw
is

te
d

 a
t th

e
 lo

s
s
 o

f c
o

n
ta

c
t. 

H
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 h
e

r a
n

d
 u

s
e

d
 a

 s
p

e
ll to

 re
m

o
ve

 th
e

 b
lo

o
d

 fro
m

 h
e

r 

fa
c
e

 a
n

d
  c

a
s
t a

 h
e

a
lin

g
 c

h
a

rm
 w

h
e

re
 th

e
 s

k
in

 h
a

d
 s

p
lit. H

e
r h

e
a

d
 

w
a

s
 th

ro
b

b
in

g
 w

h
e

re
 s

h
e

'd
 s

tru
c
k

 it. 

"W
h

y
?

" M
a

lfo
y a

s
k

e
d

 in
 a

 h
a

rd
 vo

ic
e

. "W
h

y
 th

e
 s

u
d

d
e

n
 n

e
e

d
 

to
 g

o
 s

o
 fa

r?
" 

S
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 a
t h

im
. T

h
e

y w
e

re
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

n
ly in

c
h

e
s a

p
a

rt. H
is

 

s
te

e
ly, g

re
y e

ye
s
 w

e
re

 s
tu

d
yin

g
 h

e
r c

a
re

fu
lly

. H
e

'd
 ta

k
e

n
 a

 s
o

b
rie

ty 

p
o

tio
n

 s
in

c
e

 h
e

'd
 k

is
s
e

d
 h

e
r; s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
m

e
ll it o

n
 h

is
 b

re
a

th
. 

"W
h

y
 n

o
t?

" s
h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 w
is

tfu
l vo

ic
e

. "T
h

e
 o

p
tio

n
s
 h

a
ve

 a
l-

w
a

y
s
 b

e
e

n
 e

s
c
a

p
e

 o
r d

ie
." 
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 "B

u
t th

is
 is

 th
e

 firs
t tim

e
 y

o
u

 w
e

re
 a

c
tu

a
lly

 in
te

n
t e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 

m
a

n
a

g
e

 it. W
h

y to
n

ig
h

t ra
th

e
r th

a
n

 y
e

ste
rd

a
y, o

r th
e

 d
a

y I le
ft fo

r 

F
ra

n
c
e

?
" 

S
o

 h
e

 h
a

d
 n

o
tic

e
d

 th
a

t s
h

e
'd

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 u
n

w
illin

g
ly

 re
s
p

o
n

s
ive

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 m

o
u

th
 tw

itc
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 h
e

r fa
c
e

 a
w

a
y
, p

re
s
s
-

in
g

 h
e

r c
h

e
e

k
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r s

h
o

u
ld

e
r. 

D
o

n
't ta

lk
 to

 h
im

. H
e

 is
 n

o
t y

o
u

r frie
n

d
. 

"I d
o

n
't re

q
u

ire
 y

o
u

 to
 s

p
e

a
k

 to
 g

e
t th

e
 a

n
s
w

e
r," h

e
 s

a
id

 a
fte

r 

s
e

ve
ra

l m
in

u
te

s
. "A

lth
o

u
g

h
 I w

o
u

ld
 th

in
k

 y
o

u
'd

 p
re

fe
r it. W

e
 a

re
 

d
u

e
 fo

r a
 le

g
ilim

e
n

c
y
 s

e
s
s
io

n
, a

fte
r a

ll." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 p
re

ss
e

d
 h

e
r m

o
u

th
 s

h
u

t, b
u

t h
e

r e
ye

s
 flic

k
e

re
d

 o
ve

r 

to
 h

e
r b

e
d

. S
h

e
 d

id
n

't w
a

n
t to

 lie
 o

n
 a

 b
e

d
 in

 fro
n

t o
f h

im
 a

g
a

in
. If 

h
e

 in
va

d
e

d
 h

e
r m

in
d

 to
 g

e
t th

e
 a

n
s
w

e
r h

e
'd

 s
e

e
 h

o
w

 p
a

th
e

tic
a

lly, 

d
e

sp
e

ra
te

ly lo
n

e
ly

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
. H

o
w

 s
ig

n
ific

a
n

t h
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
c
o

m
e

 to
 h

e
r. 

If s
h

e
 a

n
s
w

e
re

d
 th

e
 q

u
e

stio
n

, s
h

e
'd

 h
a

v
e

 s
o

m
e

 c
o

n
tro

l o
ve

r 

th
e

 n
a

rra
tive

. 

S
h

e
 o

p
e

n
e

d
 h

e
r m

o
u

th
 s

e
ve

ra
l tim

e
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 w
ith

 

w
h

e
re

 to
 b

e
g

in
. S

h
e

 fe
lt s

o
 c

o
ld

 h
e

r s
k

in
 h

u
rt. S

h
e

 h
u

g
g

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf, 

ru
b

b
in

g
 h

e
r a

rm
s
 s

lo
w

ly. 

"I th
in

k
 I'm

 b
e

g
in

n
in

g
 to

 d
e

ve
lo

p
 S

to
c
k

h
o

lm
 S

yn
d

ro
m

e
," s

h
e

 

fin
a

lly s
a

id
 q

u
ie

tly. "It's
 a

 M
u

g
g

le
 p

s
yc

h
o

lo
g

ic
a

l c
o

n
d

itio
n

. A
 s

u
r-

viva
l in

s
tin

c
t o

r c
o

p
in

g
 m

e
c
h

a
n

is
m

, I s
u

p
p

o
s
e

 yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

 s
a

y." 

S
h

e
 fe

ll s
ile

n
t a

n
d

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 to

w
a

rd
 M

a
lfo

y. H
e

 w
a

s
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
-

le
s
s
, 

a
p

p
a

re
n

tly 
e

xp
e

c
tin

g
 

h
e

r 
to

 
e

xp
o

u
n

d
 

fu
rth

e
r. 

S
h

e
 
tu

rn
e

d
 

a
w

a
y. 

H
e

 s
ig

h
e

d
 w

ith
 irrita

tio
n

. "S
o

, w
e

're
 d

o
in

g
 th

is
 th

e
 h

a
rd

 w
a

y. 

V
e

ry w
e

ll. L
e

g
ilim

e
n

c
y th

e
n

." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
tiffe

n
e

d
 a

n
d

 c
u

rle
d

 h
e

r s
h

o
u

ld
e

rs
 in

 d
e

fe
n

s
ive

ly. 

"It's
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 th
a

t o
c
c
a

s
io

n
a

lly
 o

c
c
u

rs
 w

h
e

re
 a

 h
o

s
ta

g
e

 c
a

n
 s

ta
rt 

to
 b

e
c
o

m
e

 a
tta

c
h

e
d

 to
 th

e
ir c

a
p

to
r—

d
u

e
 to

 th
e

ir d
e

p
e

n
d

e
n

c
e

." S
h

e
 

fo
rc

e
d

 th
e

 w
o

rd
s
 o

u
t, h

e
r vo

ic
e

 s
h

a
k

in
g

. S
h

e
 d

id
n

't lo
o

k
 a

t M
a

lfo
y. 

S
h

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf to

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

. 

"I d
o

n
't k

n
o

w
 m

u
c
h

 a
b

o
u

t it. I d
id

n
't h

a
v
e

 m
u

c
h

 tim
e

 to
 s

tu
d

y 

p
s
yc

h
o

lo
g

y. B
u

t, I th
in

k
 I'm

 s
ta

rtin
g

 to
 ra

tio
n

a
lis

e
 yo

u
r b

e
h

a
vio

r; 

tryin
g

 to
 ju

s
tify w

h
a

t yo
u

 d
o

. A
 la

c
k

 o
f c

ru
e

lty b
e

c
o

m
e

s
 k

in
d

n
e

ss
. 

It's
—

it's
 a

 s
u

rviva
l m

e
c
h

a
n

is
m

, s
o

 it o
p

e
ra

te
s
 th

ro
u

g
h

 s
u

b
c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
 

re
a

c
tio

n
s
 a

n
d

 a
d

a
p

tio
n

. In
 o

rd
e

r to
 try

 to
 m

a
k

e
 a

n
 a

u
th

e
n

tic
 e

m
o

-

tio
n

a
l c

o
n

n
e

c
tio

n
, I m

ig
h

t d
e

ve
lo

p
 fe

e
lin

g
s
 fo

r yo
u

...." H
e

r vo
ic

e
 

b
ro

k
e

 a
n

d
 tra

ile
d

 o
ff fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

. 

"H
o

n
e

s
tly, I'd

 ra
th

e
r b

e
 ra

p
e

d
 b

y yo
u

r fa
th

e
r th

a
n

 h
a

ve
 fe

e
lin

g
s
 

fo
r yo

u
," s

h
e

 fin
a

lly
 s

a
id

 s
ta

rin
g

 a
t th

e
 b

lo
o

d
 o

n
 th

e
 flo

o
r. 
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 H
e

r w
h

o
le

 b
o

d
y s

p
a

s
m

e
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

im
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l h
e

rs
e

lf 

c
le

n
c
h

in
g

 a
n

d
 s

e
izin

g
 a

s
 h

e
 th

ru
s
t in

to
 h

e
r a

 fe
w

 m
o

re
 tim

e
s
, a

n
d

 

th
e

n
 h

e
 s

h
u

d
d

e
re

d
 w

ith
 a

 to
rtu

re
d

 g
ro

a
n

. 

A
fte

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t h
e

 je
rk

e
d

 a
w

a
y, a

n
d

 s
h

e
 b

a
re

ly o
p

e
n

e
d

 h
e

r 

e
ye

s
 in

 tim
e

 to
 s

e
e

 h
im

 s
n

a
tc

h
 h

is
 ro

b
e

s
 o

ff th
e

 b
e

d
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 a

p
-

p
a

ra
te

 s
tra

ig
h

t o
u

t o
f th

e
 ro

o
m

. S
h

e
 c

a
u

g
h

t a
 g

lim
p

s
e

 o
f h

is
 fa

c
e

 

b
e

fo
re

 h
e

 va
n

is
h

e
d

; h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 g

re
y, a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
e

re
 g

o
in

g
 to

 

fa
in

t. S
h

e
 la

y th
e

re
 o

n
 th

e
 b

e
d

 a
n

d
 c

rie
d

 a
s
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 s

lo
w

ly c
le

a
re

d
. 

R
e

a
lity, b

itte
r a

s
 p

o
is

o
n

, s
ta

rte
d

 s
lo

w
ly b

le
e

d
in

g
 in

to
 h

e
r a

s
 s

h
e

 

a
b

s
o

rb
e

d
 w

h
a

t h
a

d
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 ju
s
t h

a
d

 th
e

 firs
t o

rg
a

s
m

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 a
n

y
 m

e
m

o
ry o

f. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

't k
n

o
w

 if s
h

e
'd

 b
e

e
n

 a
 virg

in
 b

e
fo

re
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

e
n

t to
 

M
a

lfo
y. If s

h
e

 h
a

d
n

't b
e

e
n

, th
e

 lo
s
s
 o

f it w
a

s
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 m

a
n

y d
e

-

ta
ils

 th
a

t h
a

d
 va

n
is

h
e

d
 fro

m
 h

e
r m

in
d

. It s
e

e
m

e
d

 lik
e

 a
n

 o
d

d
 th

in
g

 

to
 h

a
ve

 c
h

o
s
e

n
 to

 p
ro

te
c
t. S

o
 m

o
s
t lik

e
ly s

h
e

 h
a

d
n

't h
a

d
 s

e
x d

u
rin

g
 

th
e

 w
a

r. 

E
ve

ryth
in

g
 fe

lt fo
re

ig
n

. N
o

th
in

g
 h

a
d

 g
ive

n
 h

e
r a

n
y in

d
ic

a
tio

n
 

th
a

t s
u

c
h

 th
in

g
s
 w

e
re

 so
m

e
th

in
g

 h
e

r b
o

d
y
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 fa
m

ilia
r w

ith
. 

T
h

e
 lu

s
t p

o
tio

n
 h

a
d

 a
lte

re
d

 th
in

g
s
. P

e
rm

a
n

e
n

tly, s
h

e
 fe

a
re

d
. 

A
w

a
k

e
n

e
d

 h
e

r b
o

d
y
 to

 a
 n

e
w

 a
s
p

e
c
t o

f th
e

s
e

 p
h

ys
ic

a
l in

va
s
io

n
s
 

th
a

t h
a

d
 p

re
vio

u
s
ly la

in
 d

o
rm

a
n

t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 la
y
 u

n
m

o
vin

g
 fo

r te
n

 m
in

u
te

s
. 

W
h

e
n

 th
e

 tim
e

 fin
a

lly
 e

la
p

s
e

d
 s

h
e

 g
o

t u
p

 a
n

d
 w

e
n

t in
to

 th
e

 

b
a

th
ro

o
m

. 
S

h
e

 
p

u
lle

d
 

o
u

t 
e

ve
ry

 
re

m
a

in
in

g
 

via
l 

o
f 

p
o

tio
n

 
a

n
d

 

p
o

u
re

d
 th

e
m

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 s
in

k
 b

e
fo

re
 d

ro
p

p
in

g
 th

e
 via

ls
 in

to
 th

e
 b

in
. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 u
p

 th
e

 p
o

rtra
it w

a
s
 th

e
re

, w
a

tc
h

in
g

 h
e

r in
 

th
e

 m
irro

r. A
lw
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ria

lis
e

 a
n

d
 a

s
k

 if s
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 a
n

yth
in

g
.   

D
u

rin
g

 th
o

s
e

 th
re

e
 w

e
e

k
s
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 d

e
ve

lo
p

e
d

 m
o

rn
in

g
 s

ic
k

-

n
e

s
s
. It a

rrive
d

 e
a

rly a
n

d
 w

ith
 a

 ve
n

g
e

a
n

c
e

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 h
a

rd
ly 

b
e

a
r to

 s
m

e
ll m

a
n

y fo
o

d
s
, m

u
c
h

 le
ss

 try to
 ta

s
te

 o
r p

o
s
s
ib

ly
 s

w
a

l-

lo
w

 th
e

m
. 

F
o

rtu
n

a
te

ly, th
e

 s
m

e
lls

 o
f th

e
 o

u
td

o
o

rs
 d

id
 n

o
t b

o
th

e
r h

e
r. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 n

o
t re

re
a

d
in

g
 h

e
r p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y
 g

u
id

e
, s

h
e

 w
e

n
t o

n
 

lo
n

g
 w

a
lk

s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r. S
h

e
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf w

a
lk

 a
lo

n
g

 th
e

 

h
e

d
g

e
s
, re

m
in

d
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf a

g
a

in
 a

n
d

 a
g

a
in

 th
a

t M
o

n
ta

g
u

e
 w

a
s 

d
e

a
d

. S
h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 g

e
ttin

g
 h

e
a

d
a

c
h

e
s
. It w

a
s
 a

 g
rin

d
in

g
 p

a
in

 th
a

t 

s
ta

rte
d

 
a

s
 
a

s
 
a

 
va

g
u

e
 
s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 
in

 
th

e
 
b

a
c
k

 
o

f 
h

e
r 

s
k

u
ll, 

b
u

t 

s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 g

ro
w

 slig
h

tly w
o

rs
e

 e
ve

ry d
a

y
. 

W
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 n

o
t w

a
lk

in
g

 o
r re

a
d

in
g

, s
h

e
 c

u
rle

d
 u

p
 in

 h
e

r b
e

d
 

a
n

d
 s

le
p

t. 

A
s
 h

e
r p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 to
 p

ro
g

re
ss

, h
e

r h
e

a
d

 b
e

g
a

n
 h

u
rt-

in
g

 s
o

 m
u

c
h

 s
h

e
 b

e
g

a
n

 c
le

n
c
h

in
g

 h
e

r ja
w

 s
u

b
c
o

n
s
c
io

u
s
ly

 to
 try to

 

d
e

a
l w

ith
 th

e
 c

o
n

s
ta

n
t p

a
in

. T
h

e
 d

a
ylig

h
t w

o
rs

e
n

e
d

 th
e

 h
e

a
d

a
c
h

e
s
; 

b
rig

h
t s

u
n

s
h

in
y
 d

a
y
s
 k

e
p

t h
e

r b
e

d
 a

s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 vo

m
it fro

m
 a

 

c
o

m
b

in
a

tio
n

 o
f m

o
rn

in
g

 s
ic

k
n

e
s
s
 a

n
d

 p
a

in
. W

ith
in

 d
a

y
s
, th

e
 p

a
in

 

g
re

w
 s

o
 s

e
ve

re
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t re

a
d

. 

T
o

p
s
y a

d
d

e
d

 d
a

rk
, h

e
a

vy d
ra

p
e

s
 th

a
t k

e
p

t o
u

t a
lm

o
s
t a

ll th
e

 

lig
h

t in
 th

e
 ro

o
m

. 

S
h

e
 a

te
 s

te
a

d
ily

 le
s
s
 a

n
d

 le
s
s
. W

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 d
id

n
’t e

a
t o

r g
e

t o
u

t 

o
f b

e
d

 fo
r tw

o
 d

a
ys

 M
a

lfo
y
 fin

a
lly re

a
p

p
e

a
re

d
. 

S
h

e
 h

e
a

rd
 h

im
 e

n
te

r b
u

t d
id

n
’t p

u
ll h

e
r a

rm
 a

w
a

y fro
m

 h
e

r 

e
ye

s
 to

 a
c
k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 h

im
. 

“Y
o

u
 n

e
e

d
 to

 e
a

t,” h
e

 s
a

id
. 

“R
e

a
lly?

” s
h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 w
e

a
k

 b
u

t s
a

rc
a

s
tic

 to
n

e
. “I h

a
d

 n
o

 id
e

a
. 

T
h

e
 m

e
d

ic
a

l te
xtb

o
o

k
 n

e
ve

r m
e

n
tio

n
e

d
 th

a
t n

u
tritio

n
 w

a
s
 n

e
c
e

s
-

s
a

ry d
u

rin
g

 p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y
.” 

S
h

e
 h

e
a

rd
 h

im
 s

ig
h

. 

“It’s
 a

 m
a

g
ic

a
l p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 b

itte
rly. “E

ve
n

 M
u

g
g

le
s 

s
u

ffe
r m

o
rn

in
g

 s
ic

k
n

e
s
s
, it’s

 ju
s
t w

o
rs

e
 fo

r w
iza

rd
in

g
 fo

lk
, e

ve
n

 th
e

 

M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
s
.” 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 h
e

a
rd

 h
im

 s
h

ift. 

“Is
 th

e
re

 a
n

yth
in

g
 yo

u
’ll e

a
t?

 T
h

a
t yo

u
 th

in
k

 yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

 e
a

t?
” 

“C
h

ip
s
 fro

m
 a

 g
re

a
s
y
 s

p
o

o
n

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

 d
ro

lly
,  “O

r p
e

rh
a

p
s
 a

 

b
a

g
 o

f c
ris

p
s
.” 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 lo
n

g
 s

ile
n

c
e

. 
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 H
is

 m
o

u
th

 tw
itc

h
e

d
 a

n
d

 h
is

 g
a

ze
 h

a
rd

e
n

e
d

. S
h

e
 fe

lt s
o

m
e

-

th
in

g
 in

s
id

e
 h

e
r b

re
a

k
 w

ith
 d

e
sp

a
ir b

u
t s

h
e

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 c

o
n

-

tin
u

e
. 

“Y
o

u
 c

a
n

 d
o

 a
n

yth
in

g
 yo

u
 w

a
n

t to
 m

e
. I w

ill n
e

ve
r a

s
k

 fo
r a

n
y 

m
e

rc
y fro

m
 yo

u
. B

u
t—

p
le

a
s
e

, p
le

a
s
e

 d
o

n
’t h

u
rt th

e
 b

a
b

y. E
ve

n
—

if 

yo
u

 h
a

ve
 a

 d
iffe

re
n

t h
e

ir, it’s
—

it’s
 s

till h
a

lf yo
u

rs
. D

o
n

’t—
d

o
n

’t—

d
o

n
’t—

“ 

H
e

r c
h

e
s
t s

ta
rte

d
 to

 s
tu

tte
r a

s
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 to
 b

re
a

th
e

 a
n

d
 

n
o

t s
ta

rt c
ryin

g
. S

h
e

 s
h

o
o

k
. 

“D
o

n
’t 

le
t 

A
s
to

ria
 

h
u

rt 
it…

” 
s
h

e
 

s
a

id
 

in
 

a
 

b
ro

k
e

n
 

vo
ic

e
. 

“P
le

a
s
e

—
p

le
a

s
e

—
“ 

H
e

r vo
ic

e
 c

u
t o

ff a
s
 s

h
e

 s
ta

rte
d

 h
yp

e
rve

n
tila

tin
g

. S
h

e
 c

lu
n

g
 to

 

th
e

 b
e

d
p

o
s
t a

s
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 to
 b

re
a

th
e

. 

M
a

lfo
y c

ro
s
s
e

d
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 to

o
k

 h
o

ld
 o

f h
e

r s
h

o
u

ld
e

rs
. 

“N
o

 o
n

e
 is

 g
o

in
g

 to
 h

u
rt yo

u
r b

a
b

y,” h
e

 s
a

id
, m

e
e

tin
g

 h
e

r e
ye

s
. 

S
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 a

w
a

y
 fro

m
 h

im
, fre

e
in

g
 o

n
e

 s
h

o
u

ld
e

r. “D
o

n
’t—

d
o

n
’t 

m
a

k
e

 p
ro

m
is

e
s
 to

 m
e

 th
a

t yo
u

 d
o

n
’t m

e
a

n
.” 

H
is

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 flic

k
e

re
d

 a
n

d
 h

e
 c

a
u

g
h

t h
e

r s
h

o
u

ld
e

r a
g

a
in

, 

ru
n

n
in

g
 h

is
 h

a
n

d
s
 a

lo
n

g
 h

e
r a

rm
s
. “Y

o
u

 h
a

v
e

 m
y w

o
rd

. N
o

 o
n

e
 w

ill 

h
u

rt yo
u

r b
a

b
y. A

s
to

ria
 w

ill n
e

ve
r to

u
c
h

 it.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 b
it h

e
r lip

 a
s
 s

h
e

 s
ta

re
d

 u
p

 a
t h

im
 a

n
d

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 to
 

s
to

p
 o

ve
r-b

re
a

th
in

g
. H

e
r lu

n
g

s
 k

e
p

t s
p

a
s
m

in
g

 w
ith

o
u

t h
e

r c
o

n
tro

l. 

H
e

r 
w

h
o

le
 
b

o
d

y 
s
h

o
o

k
 
a

s
 
s
h

e
 
k

e
p

t 
d

ra
g

g
in

g
 
in

 
s
h

a
rp

 
p

a
n

tin
g

 

b
re

a
th

s
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly re

le
a

s
in

g
 th

e
m

. 

“N
o

 o
n

e
 w

ill h
u

rt it. C
a

lm
 d

o
w

n
 n

o
w

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 firm

ly. “Y
o

u
 n

e
e

d
 

to
 b

re
a

th
e

 s
lo

w
ly.” 

S
h

e
 le

a
n

e
d

 in
to

 h
is

 h
a

n
d

s
 fo

r a
 m

o
m

e
n

t, re
s
tin

g
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 

a
g

a
in

s
t h

is
 c

h
e

st a
s
 s

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 d

ra
w

 a
 s

lo
w

 b
re

a
th

; th
e

n
 s

h
e

 fro
ze

 

a
n

d
 to

re
 h

e
rs

e
lf a

w
a

y fro
m

 h
im

, b
a

c
k

in
g

 u
p

 to
 th

e
 w

a
ll. 

“D
o

n
’t—

 a
m

u
s
e

 yo
u

rs
e

lf w
ith

 m
e

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

, h
e

r vo
ic

e
 tre

m
-

b
lin

g
. “I d

o
n

’t w
a

n
t yo

u
r p

ro
m

is
e

s
 o

r a
tte

n
tio

n
 in

 o
rd

e
r to

 ‘m
a

in
ta

in
’ 

m
y ‘e

n
viro

n
m

e
n

t.’” S
h

e
 s

o
b

b
e

d
 fa

in
tly u

n
d

e
r h

e
r b

re
a

th
. “A

fte
r a

ll—

yo
u

 m
a

d
e

 it q
u

ite
 c

le
a

r h
o

w
 p

a
th

e
tic

 I’d
 b

e
—

to
 m

is
ta

k
e

 yo
u

r m
a

n
-

d
a

to
ry c

a
re

 fo
r a

n
yth

in
g

—
” 

S
h

e
 w

ra
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r a

rm
s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf a
n

d
 s

lid
 d

o
w

n
 to

 th
e

 

flo
o

r, s
h

a
k

in
g

 a
n

d
 p

re
s
s
in

g
 h

e
r m

o
u

th
 c

lo
s
e

d
 a

s
 h

e
r w

h
o

le
 b

o
d

y 

s
h

o
o

k
. 

“Y
o

u
—

yo
u

 n
e

e
d

n
’t c

o
n

c
e

rn
 yo

u
rs

e
lf fu

rth
e

r—
I’ll ta

k
e

 c
a

re
 o

f 

m
ys

e
lf. Y

o
u

 n
e

e
d

n
’t w

a
lk

 m
e

 a
g

a
in

.” 

M
a

lfo
y 

s
ta

re
d

 
d

o
w

n
 
a

t 
h

e
r 

u
n

m
o

vin
g

 
fo

r 
s
e

ve
ra

l 
m

in
u

te
s, 

w
h

ile
 s

h
e

 p
re

ss
e

d
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r m

o
u

th
 a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 c

a
lm

 

h
e

r b
re

a
th

in
g

. H
is

 h
a

n
d

 tw
itc

h
e

d
 fo

rw
a

rd
 s

lig
h

tly
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 c

u
rle

d
 

it in
to

 a
 fis

t, g
a

v
e

 a
 s

h
a

rp
 n

o
d

, a
n

d
 le

ft. 
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 S

h
e

 c
lu

tc
h

e
d

 a
t th

e
 e

d
g

e
s o

f h
e

r b
o

o
k

 re
a

c
tive

ly a
s
 h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 

d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r w

ith
 a

 c
o

n
te

m
p

la
tive

 e
x
p

re
ss

io
n

. 

“W
h

e
n

 d
id

 y
o

u
 la

s
t g

o
 o

u
ts

id
e

?
” h

e
 fin

a
lly a

s
k

e
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 
h

e
sita

te
d

 
a

n
d

 
s
w

a
llo

w
e

d
. 

“T
h

e
 
d

a
y 

yo
u

 
w

e
n

t 
to

 

F
ra

n
c
e

. I w
e

n
t o

u
ts

id
e

.” 

H
is

 e
ye

s
 n

a
rro

w
e

d
. “F

o
r h

o
w

 lo
n

g
?

” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 ju
tte

d
 h

e
r ja

w
 o

u
t s

lig
h

tly
 a

n
d

 flu
s
h

e
d

. “L
e

s
s
 th

a
n

 a
 

m
in

u
te

.” 

Irrita
tio

n
 flic

k
e

re
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 h

is
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n
. “A

n
d

 b
e

fo
re

 th
a

t?
” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 s

ile
n

t a
n

d
 d

ro
p

p
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. 

“Y
o

u
 h

a
v
e

n
’t b

e
e

n
 o

u
ts

id
e

 s
in

c
e

 th
e

 e
q

u
in

o
x, h

a
ve

 yo
u

?
” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 sta
re

d
 d

o
w

n
, u

n
b

lin
k

in
g

, a
t th

e
 p

a
g

e
 in

 fro
n

t o
f h

e
r 

u
n

til th
e

 w
o

rd
s
 b

lu
rre

d
. M

a
lfo

y s
ig

h
e

d
. 

“G
e

t u
p

,” h
e

 o
rd

e
re

d
. 

S
h

e
 s

to
o

d
 u

p
, c

lu
tc

h
in

g
 h

e
r b

o
o

k
 tig

h
tly a

c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r c

h
e

s
t. H

e
 

g
a

v
e

 a
n

o
th

e
r s

ig
h

. 

“Y
o

u
 c

a
n

n
o

t b
rin

g
 th

a
t, it w

e
ig

h
s
 n

e
a

rly five
 p

o
u

n
d

s
. I’m

 n
o

t 

h
a

vin
g

 yo
u

 d
ra

g
 it a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 e
s
ta

te
. L

e
a

ve
 it h

e
re

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
e

ld
 it tig

h
te

r. H
e

 ra
is

e
d

 h
is

 rig
h

t h
a

n
d

 a
n

d
 g

rip
p

e
d

 

h
is

 te
m

p
le

s a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 h
a

d
 a

 h
e

a
d

a
c
h

e
. 

“N
o

 o
n

e
 is

 g
o

in
g

 to
 s

te
a

l it o
r ta

k
e

 it if yo
u

 le
a

ve
 it h

e
re

. If th
e

y 

d
o

, I’ll b
u

y yo
u

 a
n

o
th

e
r o

n
e

. L
e

a
ve

 it.” T
h

e
 fin

a
l w

o
rd

s
 w

e
re

 a
 c

o
m

-

m
a

n
d

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 re
lu

c
ta

n
tly p

u
t it d

o
w

n
 o

n
 h

e
r b

e
d

 a
n

d
 th

e
n

 w
e

n
t to

 

re
trie

ve
 h

e
r b

o
o

ts
 fro

m
 th

e
 w

a
rd

ro
b

e
. W

h
ile

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

e
ttin

g
 re

a
d

y 

M
a

lfo
y s

ta
re

d
 o

u
t th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

, s
tu

d
y
in

g
 th

e
 h

o
rizo

n
. T

h
e

n
 h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
 

s
h

a
rp

ly a
n

d
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 o

ve
r h

e
r b

rie
fly b

e
fo

re
 s

trid
in

g
 to

w
a

rd
 th

e
 

d
o

o
r. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fo

llo
w

e
d

 h
im

 s
lo

w
ly

.   

H
e

 p
a

u
s
e

d
 a

t th
e

 d
o

o
r o

f th
e

 ve
ra

n
d

a
 a

n
d

 lo
o

k
e

d
 o

ve
r a

t h
e

r. 

“W
e

 w
o

n
’t g

o
 n

e
a

r th
e

 h
e

d
g

e
 m

a
ze

.” 

H
e

 le
d

 h
e

r th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 ro

s
e

 g
a

rd
e

n
s
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 a

lo
n

g
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 

la
n

e
s
 lin

e
d

 w
ith

 b
lo

s
s
o

m
in

g
 fru

it tre
e

s
. T

h
e

 e
s
ta

te
 w

a
s
 lo

ve
ly in

 

s
p

rin
g

. H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t d

e
n

y it, b
u

t th
e

 b
e

a
u

ty fe
lt b

itte
r a

n
d

 p
o

i-

s
o

n
o

u
s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 to
o

k
 it in

. 

N
e

ith
e

r s
h

e
 n

o
r M

a
lfo

y s
p

o
k

e
 u

n
til h

e
 h

a
d

 e
s
c
o

rte
d

 h
e

r b
a

c
k

 

in
to

 h
e

r ro
o

m
. 

A
s
 h

e
 w

a
s
 w

a
lk

in
g

 a
w

a
y
 s

h
e

 m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 to

 s
p

e
a

k
. 

“M
a

lfo
y.” H

e
r vo

ic
e

 w
a

v
e

re
d

 a
s
 s

h
e

 s
a

id
 h

is
 n

a
m

e
. 

H
e

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 a
n

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 to
 h

e
r; h

is
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 c

lo
s
e

d
, h

is
 

e
ye

s
 g

u
a

rd
e

d
. 

“M
a

lfo
y,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
 a

g
a

in
. H

e
r ja

w
 tre

m
b

le
d

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 g
rip

p
e

d
 

th
e

 p
o

s
te

r o
f th

e
 b

e
d

. “I w
ill n

e
ve

r a
s
k

 a
n

yth
in

g
 o

f yo
u

—
“ 
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 “R
e

a
lly?

” h
e

 sa
id

 in
 a

 d
o

u
b

tfu
l to

n
e

. 

S
h

e
 s

c
o

ffe
d

 fa
in

tly, a
n

d
 it m

a
d

e
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 th

ro
b

 s
o

 p
a

in
fu

lly it 

w
a

s
 a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 h

a
d

 d
rive

n
 a

 m
e

ta
l ro

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 b
a

s
e

 

o
f h

e
r s

k
u

ll a
n

d
 in

to
 th

e
 c

e
n

tre
 o

f h
e

r b
ra

in
. S

h
e

 g
a

v
e

 a
 lo

w
 s

o
b

. 

T
h

e
 

u
n

e
n

d
in

g
, 

g
ro

w
in

g
 

p
a

in
 

w
a

s
 

lik
e

 
h

a
vin

g
 

h
e

r 
b

ra
in

 
s
lo

w
ly 

c
ru

s
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 g

ro
u

n
d

 in
to

 d
u

s
t. 

“E
ve

n
 if I c

o
u

ld
 th

in
k

 o
f a

n
y
th

in
g

 th
a

t s
o

u
n

d
e

d
 e

d
ib

le
, I d

o
u

b
t 

I c
o

u
ld

 k
e

e
p

 it d
o

w
n

,” s
h

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 s
tra

in
e

d
 vo

ic
e

. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 a

lm
o

s
t h

e
a

r h
im

 tryin
g

 to
 th

in
k

 o
f s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
 

to
 s

a
y
. S

h
e

 ro
lle

d
 o

ve
r a

n
d

 c
ra

d
le

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 in

 h
e

r a
rm

s
. 

“W
itc

h
e

s
 h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 h
a

vin
g

 c
h

ild
re

n
 fo

r th
o

u
s
a

n
d

s
 o

f ye
a

rs
. 

S
ta

tis
tic

a
l p

ro
b

a
b

ility
 in

d
ic

a
te

s I’m
 u

n
lik

e
ly to

 d
ie

 fro
m

 it,” s
h

e
 to

ld
 

h
im

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

. 

“M
y
 m

o
th

e
r n

e
a

rly
 d

id
,” h

e
 s

a
id

. H
is

 vo
ic

e
 so

u
n

d
e

d
 h

o
llo

w
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 n

o
th

in
g

 e
ls

e
. M

a
lfo

y
 d

id
n

’t le
a

ve
. H

e
 w

a
s
 s

till 

s
ta

n
d

in
g

 b
y h

e
r b

e
d

 w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 fe

ll a
s
le

e
p

 fro
m

 p
a

in
e

d
 e

xh
a

u
s
tio

n
. 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 a
rrive

d
 a

 fe
w

 d
a

ys
 la

te
r. M

a
lfo

y
 lo

o
m

e
d

 b
e

h
in

d
 

h
e

r lik
e

 a
n

 o
m

in
o

u
s
 s

h
a

d
o

w
. 

W
h

e
n

 S
tro

u
d

 c
o

n
ju

re
d

 a
n

 e
xa

m
 ta

b
le

 in
 th

e
 c

e
n

tre
 o

f th
e

 

ro
o

m
, h

e
 s

n
e

e
re

d
 a

t h
e

r. “W
a

lk
 th

e
 a

d
d

itio
n

a
l te

n
 fe

e
t to

 h
e

r b
e

d
 

a
n

d
 c

a
s
t yo

u
r d

ia
g

n
o

s
tic

 c
h

a
rm

s
 th

e
re

,” h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 c

o
ld

 vo
ic

e
. 

S
tro

u
d

 h
u

ffe
d

 fa
in

tly
 u

n
d

e
r h

e
r b

re
a

th
 a

n
d

 w
a

lk
e

d
 o

ve
r to

 

w
h

e
re

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 w
a

s
 c

u
rle

d
 in

to
 a

 b
a

ll. 

S
tro

u
d

 b
a

re
ly g

la
n

c
e

d
 a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
s
 s

h
e

 c
a

s
t a

 c
o

m
p

le
x d

i-

a
g

n
o

s
tic

 o
ve

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 s

to
m

a
c
h

. A
 tin

y o
rb

 o
f p

a
le

, a
lm

o
s
t b

lin
d

-

in
g

 b
rig

h
t, ye

llo
w

 lig
h

t a
p

p
e

a
re

d
; p

u
ls

in
g

 s
o

 ra
p

id
ly it w

a
s
 n

e
a

rly 

flu
tte

rin
g

. It lo
o

k
e

d
 a

lm
o

s
t lik

e
 a

 g
o

ld
e

n
 s

n
itc

h
 b

u
t it w

a
s
 m

in
ia

tu
r-

ize
d

, a
 little

 b
ig

g
e

r th
a

n
 a

 p
e

a
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fro
ze

 a
n

d
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t it. T
h

e
 lig

h
t m

a
d

e
 h

e
r n

a
u

s
e

o
u

s
 

w
ith

 p
a

in
, b

u
t s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t te

a
r h

e
r e

y
e

s
 a

w
a

y. It illu
m

in
a

te
d

 a
l-

m
o

s
t th

e
 e

n
tire

 ro
o

m
. 

“T
h

a
t is

 th
e

 m
a

g
ic

a
l s

ig
n

a
tu

re
 o

f yo
u

r h
e

ir,” S
tro

u
d

 in
fo

rm
e

d
 

M
a

lfo
y. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 e

ye
s
 d

a
rte

d
 o

ve
r to

 M
a

lfo
y
; h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 ra
th

e
r a

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 h
a

d
 s

tru
c
k

 h
im

 u
p

s
id

e
 th

e
 h

e
a

d
 w

ith
 a

 b
lu

d
g

e
r 

b
a

t. H
is

 fa
c
e

 w
a

s
 a

s
h

e
n

 a
n

d
 h

e
 lo

o
k

e
d

 h
a

lf-d
a

ze
d

. 

“T
h

e
 flu

tte
rin

g
 is

 th
e

 h
e

a
rtb

e
a

t. T
h

e
 s

ize
 c

o
rre

sp
o

n
d

s
 to

 th
e

 

g
ro

w
th

 o
f th

e
 fe

tu
s
. A

n
d

 th
e

 b
rig

h
tn

e
s
s
 in

d
ic

a
te

s th
e

 m
a

g
ic

 le
ve

ls
; 

w
h

ic
h

 a
re

 e
xc

e
p

tio
n

a
l, a

s
 I h

a
d

 p
re

d
ic

te
d

.” H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

’s
 la

s
t 

w
o

rd
s
 w

e
re

 s
m

u
g

. “A
lth

o
u

g
h

 it m
a

y
 m

a
k

e
 th

e
 p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y m

o
re

 

tra
u

m
a

tic
 fo

r h
e

r. P
o

w
e

rfu
l c

h
ild

re
n

 o
fte

n
 d

o
.” 

S
tro

u
d

 g
la

n
c
e

d
 o

ve
r a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 a
n

d
 g

a
v
e

 a
n

 in
s
in

c
e

re
 s

m
ile

. 
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 S

tro
u

d
 s

p
e

n
t s

e
ve

ra
l m

in
u

te
s
 c

a
s
tin

g
 va

rio
u

s
 s

p
e

lls
 o

n
 th

e
 o

rb
 

o
f lig

h
t a

n
d

 o
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

; fin
a

lly s
h

e
 c

a
s
t o

n
e

 o
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

’s
 h

e
a

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
. T

h
e

 g
lo

w
in

g
 lig

h
ts

 s
c
a

tte
re

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 h

e
r b

ra
in

 

a
ll s

e
e

m
e

d
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
, e

xc
e

p
t th

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 fa
in

t tin
g

e
 o

f g
o

ld
 to

 th
e

 

lig
h

t. H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 tu
rn

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 M
a

lfo
y
. 

“H
a

ve
 yo

u
 c

h
e

c
k

e
d

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
 re

c
e

n
tly?

” 

“I h
a

v
e

 n
o

t,” h
e

 s
a

id
. “S

h
e

’s
 a

lre
a

d
y s

u
ffe

re
d

 o
n

e
 s

e
izu

re
 fro

m
 

h
a

vin
g

 le
g

ilim
e

n
c
y
 p

e
rfo

rm
e

d
 o

n
 h

e
r w

h
e

n
 h

e
r  h

o
rm

o
n

e
 le

ve
ls 

w
e

re
 e

le
va

te
d

. I’ll w
a

it u
n

til h
e

r m
ig

ra
in

e
s
 a

n
d

 m
o

rn
in

g
 s

ic
k

n
e

s
s 

p
a

s
s
. L

e
g

ilim
e

n
c
y
 is

 in
va

s
ive

 a
n

d
 tra

u
m

a
tic

, re
g

a
rd

le
ss

 o
f th

e
 fa

-

m
ilia

rity o
f m

a
g

ic
a

l s
ig

n
a

tu
re

.” 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 n
o

d
d

e
d

. “It’s
 lik

e
ly

 th
e

 m
ig

ra
in

e
s
 a

re
 p

rim
a

rily 

d
u

e
 to

 th
e

 fu
g

u
e

s
. H

e
a

d
a

c
h

e
s
 d

u
rin

g
 p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y a

re
 n

o
t u

n
c
o

m
-

m
o

n
, b

u
t th

e
 le

ve
ls

 o
f p

a
in

 th
e

 d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 is
 in

d
ic

a
tin

g
 a

re
 e

xc
e

e
d

-

in
g

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 re
g

a
rd

e
d

 a
s
 n

o
rm

a
l.” 

M
a

lfo
y’s

 e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 tig

h
te

n
e

d
. 

“Is
 th

e
re

 a
n

yth
in

g
 th

a
t c

a
n

 b
e

 d
o

n
e

?
” h

e
 a

s
k

e
d

. 

“P
re

s
c
rib

in
g

 p
a

in
 re

lie
f p

o
tio

n
s
 d

u
rin

g
 p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y is

n
’t a

d
vis

a
-

b
le

. It c
a

n
 re

su
lt in

 fe
ta

l a
b

n
o

rm
a

litie
s o

r m
is

c
a

rria
g

e
 in

 th
e

 e
a

rly 

s
ta

g
e

s
 o

f p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y,” S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

. “Y
o

u
 c

o
u

ld
 try

 M
u

g
g

le
 p

a
in

 re
-

lie
f, if yo

u
’re

 th
a

t c
o

n
c
e

rn
e

d
, b

u
t u

s
u

a
lly m

a
g

ic
a

lly in
d

u
c
e

d
 m

a
la

-

d
ie

s re
q

u
ire

 m
a

g
ic

a
l tre

a
tm

e
n

t.” 

M
a

lfo
y e

ye
d

 S
tro

u
d

 s
k

e
p

tic
a

lly
. S

tro
u

d
 ju

tte
d

 h
e

r c
h

in
 u

p
. “If 

yo
u

 d
o

n
’t b

e
lie

ve
 m

e
, y

o
u

’re
 w

e
lc

o
m

e
 to

 g
e

t a
 s

e
c
o

n
d

 o
p

in
io

n
 o

r 

b
rin

g
 in

 a
 m

id
w

ife
 to

 c
o

rro
b

o
ra

te
 it. T

h
e

 m
in

d
 h

e
a

le
r in

fo
rm

e
d

 yo
u

 

th
a

t th
e

 c
o

rro
s
io

n
 p

ro
c
e

ss
 w

o
u

ld
 lik

e
ly

 b
e

 e
xc

ru
c
ia

tin
g

. It’s
 n

o
t a

s
 

th
o

u
g

h
 a

n
yo

n
e

 h
a

s
 e

ve
r c

re
a

te
d

 in
d

ivid
u

a
l m

a
g

ic
a

l fu
g

u
e

s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 

h
u

n
d

re
d

s
 o

f th
e

ir m
e

m
o

rie
s
 b

e
fo

re
. M

a
g

ic
a

l c
o

rro
s
io

n
 is

 a
s
 p

a
in

fu
l 

a
s
 it s

o
u

n
d

s
. T

h
e

 m
a

g
ic

 le
ve

l o
f yo

u
r h

e
ir is

 lik
e

ly
 a

c
c
e

le
ra

tin
g

 th
e

 

p
ro

c
e

ss
, b

u
t w

e
 d

o
n

’t h
a

ve
 a

n
y id

e
a

 o
f h

o
w

 lo
n

g
 it m

ig
h

t ta
k

e
. It’s 

p
o

s
s
ib

le
 th

a
t o

n
c
e

 h
e

r h
o

rm
o

n
e

 le
ve

ls
 re

b
a

la
n

c
e

 th
e

 s
e

ve
rity o

f th
e

 

p
a

in
 w

ill e
a

s
e

 s
o

m
e

w
h

a
t. B

u
t it’s

 e
q

u
a

lly
 lik

e
ly th

a
t th

e
 c

o
rro

s
io

n
 

p
ro

c
e

ss
 w

ith
 s

ta
y th

is
 w

a
y
 fo

r th
e

 d
u

ra
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y. It’s

 

im
p

o
s
s
ib

le
 
to

 
p

re
d

ic
t. 

T
h

e
re

’s
 
re

a
lly

 
n

o
th

in
g

 
th

a
t 

c
a

n
 
b

e
 
d

o
n

e
 

a
b

o
u

t it. T
h

e
re

 a
re

 s
a

fe
 p

o
tio

n
s
 fo

r k
e

e
p

in
g

 h
e

r h
yd

ra
te

d
 a

n
d

 fro
m

 

s
ta

rvin
g

 th
a

t c
a

n
 b

e
 a

d
m

in
is

te
re

d
 if s

h
e

 c
a

n
 k

e
e

p
 th

e
m

 d
o

w
n

. H
o

w
-

e
ve

r, u
n

le
s
s
 s

h
e

 lo
s
e

s
 a

 d
a

n
g

e
ro

u
s
 a

m
o

u
n

t o
f w

e
ig

h
t o

r s
ta

rts
 

s
c
re

a
m

in
g

 fro
m

 th
e

 p
a

in
, in

te
rfe

rin
g

 c
o

u
ld

 ris
k

 h
e

r o
r th

e
 p

re
g

-

n
a

n
c
y a

n
d

 d
o

 little
 m

o
re

 th
a

n
 e

xte
n

d
 th

e
 p

ro
c
e

ss
.” 

M
a

lfo
y’s

 ja
w

 c
le

n
c
h

e
d

. “F
in

e
.” 

S
tro

u
d

 le
ft s

h
o

rtly
 a

fte
r th

a
t, b

u
t M

a
lfo

y
 s

ta
y
e

d
 b

e
h

in
d

, s
ta

rin
g

 

d
o

w
n

 a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
. 
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 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 d
id

n
’t s

a
y
 a

n
yth

in
g

. M
a

lfo
y re

m
a

in
e

d
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 b

e
-

s
id

e
 h

e
r b

e
d

 
fo

r s
e

ve
ra

l 
m

in
u

te
s
 
b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 s

ig
h

e
d

 
fa

in
tly. S

h
e

 

h
e

a
rd

 h
is

 re
tre

a
tin

g
 fo

o
ts

te
p

s
 a

n
d

 th
e

 c
lic

k
 o

f th
e

 d
o

o
r. 

S
h

e
 s

ta
y
e

d
 in

 b
e

d
, a

n
d

 a
lte

rn
a

te
d

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

 c
ryin

g
 a

n
d

 s
le

e
p

-

in
g

; c
u

rle
d

 u
p

 tig
h

tly, w
ra

p
p

in
g

 h
e

r a
rm

s a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
r s

to
m

a
c
h

 p
ro

-

te
c
tive

ly. 

“I’m
 s

o
rry. I’m

 s
o

rry. I’m
 s

o
, s

o
 s

o
rry,” s

h
e

 w
h

is
p

e
re

d
 a

g
a

in
 a

n
d

 

a
g

a
in

. “I w
o

u
ld

 d
o

 a
n

yth
in

g
 to

 s
p

a
re

 yo
u

 fro
m

 th
is

 w
o

rld
.” 

M
a

lfo
y re

a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 a

fte
r fo

u
r d

a
ys

. 

“Y
o

u
 c

a
n

n
o

t lie
 m

o
p

in
g

 fo
r n

in
e

 m
o

n
th

s
,” h

e
 s

a
id

. “Y
o

u
 n

e
e

d
 

to
 e

a
t. Y

o
u

 s
h

o
u

ld
 g

o
 o

u
ts

id
e

.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 ig
n

o
re

d
 h

im
 a

n
d

 h
o

p
e

d
 h

e
’d

 le
a

ve
. U

n
le

s
s
 h

e
 in

-

te
n

d
e

d
 to

 fo
rc

e
 h

e
r fro

m
 th

e
 b

e
d

 s
h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 in
te

n
tio

n
 o

f m
o

vin
g

. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 lo
n

g
 s

ile
n

c
e

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l h

is
 e

ye
s
 o

n
 h

e
r. 

“I h
a

ve
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 fo
r yo

u
,” h

e
 fin

a
lly

 s
a

id
. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 h

e
a

v
y p

re
s
s
 in

to
 th

e
 c

o
ve

rle
t a

n
d

 c
ra

c
k

e
d

 

a
n

 e
ye

 o
p

e
n

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 th
ic

k
 b

o
o

k
 la

id
 b

e
sid

e
 h

e
r. A

 G
u

id
e

 to
 

E
ffe

c
tive

 C
a

re
 in

 M
a

g
ic

a
l P

re
g

n
a

n
c
y
 a

n
d

 C
h

ild
b

irth
. 

S
h

e
 c

lo
s
e

d
 h

e
r e

y
e

s
 a

g
a

in
. 

“I c
a

n
’t to

u
c
h

 yo
u

r b
o

o
k

s
,” s

h
e

 s
a

id
, h

e
r m

o
u

th
 tw

is
tin

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 

s
p

o
k

e
 a

n
d

 h
e

r vo
ic

e
 s

h
a

k
in

g
 fa

in
tly. “A

s
to

ria
 h

a
d

 th
e

m
 a

ll w
a

rd
e

d
 

a
g

a
in

s
t M

u
d

b
lo

o
d

s
.” 

“T
h

is
 is

 n
o

t fro
m

 th
e

 m
a

n
o

r lib
ra

ry.” M
a

lfo
y’s

 to
n

e
 w

a
s
 fa

in
tly 

a
m

u
s
e

d
. “It w

o
n

’t b
u

rn
 yo

u
.” 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

. 

“I w
ill e

xp
e

c
t yo

u
 to

 g
e

t o
u

t o
f b

e
d

 to
m

o
rro

w
.” 

A
fte

r h
e

 le
ft, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 o

p
e

n
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
 a

g
a

in
 a

n
d

 te
n

ta
tive

ly 

re
a

c
h

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e

 b
o

o
k

, re
stin

g
 a

 
fin

g
e

r lig
h

tly o
n

 th
e

 c
o

ve
r. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 b

u
rn

in
g

 s
e

n
s
a

tio
n

 a
s
 s

h
e

 c
a

m
e

 in
 c

o
n

ta
c
t w

ith
 it. 

S
h

e
 p

u
lle

d
 it c

lo
s
e

r, d
ra

w
in

g
 it a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r c

h
e

s
t a

n
d

 h
o

ld
in

g
 

it tig
h

tly. 

T
h

e
 n

e
xt d

a
y, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf o

u
t b

e
d

 a
n

d
 w

e
n

t o
ve

r 

to
 th

e
 w

in
d

o
w

. T
h

e
 b

o
o

k
 w

a
s
 b

ra
n

d
 n

e
w

; th
e

 le
a

th
e

r s
p

in
e

 c
re

a
k

e
d

 

s
lig

h
tly a

s
 s

h
e

 lifte
d

 th
e

 c
o

ve
r, a

n
d

 th
e

 p
a

g
e

s
 s

m
e

lle
d

 fa
in

tly o
f 

m
a

c
h

in
e

 o
il a

n
d

 in
k

. It w
a

s
 th

re
e

 in
c
h

e
s
 th

ic
k

 a
n

d
 p

rin
te

d
 o

n
 s

c
ritta

 

p
a

p
e

r. S
h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 o

n
 th

e
 ta

b
le

 o
f c

o
n

te
n

ts
 a

n
d

 re
a

d
 fo

r h
o

u
rs

 

s
tra

ig
h

t. 

It w
a

s
 a

 m
e

d
ic

a
l te

xtb
o

o
k

 ra
th

e
r th

a
n

 a
 b

a
s
ic

 p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y
 g

u
id

e
 

fo
r a

 la
y
-w

itc
h

. It w
a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

tfu
l o

f M
a

lfo
y
 to

 re
a

lis
e

 s
h

e
’d

 p
re

fe
r 

th
a

t. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 d

e
e

p
 in

to
 a

 c
h

a
p

te
r o

n
 e

n
d

o
c
rin

e
 re

g
u

la
tio

n
 in

flu
e

n
c
-

in
g

 a
d

e
q

u
a

te
 tro

p
h

o
b

la
s
t in

va
s
io

n
 w

h
e

n
 M

a
lfo

y w
a

lk
e

d
 in

to
 h

e
r 

ro
o

m
 a

g
a

in
. 



   

h
e

n
 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
 o

p
e

n
e

d
 
h

e
r 

e
ye

s
, 

it 
w

a
s
 
la

te
 
e

ve
n

in
g

. 

T
u

rn
in

g
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
, s

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 M
a

lfo
y s

ta
n

d
in

g
 in

 fro
n

t o
f 

th
e

 p
o

rtra
it o

n
 th

e
 w

a
ll, sp

e
a

k
in

g
 to

 it in
 a

 lo
w

 vo
ic

e
. 

T
h

e
 w

itc
h

 in
 th

e
 p

a
in

tin
g

 im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly
 c

a
u

g
h

t s
ig

h
t o

f H
e

rm
i-

o
n

e
’s 

m
o

ve
m

e
n

t 
a

n
d

 
g

e
s
tu

re
d

 
o

ve
r 

h
is

 
s
h

o
u

ld
e

r. 
H

e
 

s
to

p
p

e
d

 

s
p

e
a

k
in

g
 a

n
d

 tu
rn

e
d

 o
n

 h
is

 h
e

e
l to

 s
ta

re
 a

t h
e

r. 

H
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 tire

d
 a

n
d

 s
in

g
u

la
rly u

n
e

n
th

u
s
e

d
 b

y h
is

 im
p

e
n

d
in

g
 

fa
th

e
rh

o
o

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 w

e
re

 g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e
 s

ic
k

. 

S
h

e
 s

q
u

e
e

ze
d

 h
e

r e
ye

s
 s

h
u

t, c
u

rle
d

 in
to

 a
 d

e
fe

n
s
ive

 b
a

ll a
n

d
 

trie
d

 n
o

t to
 s

ta
rt c

ryin
g

 a
g

a
in

. S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

e
a

r th
e

 c
lip

p
e

d
 s

o
u

n
d

 o
f 

M
a

lfo
y’s

 s
h

o
e

s
 a

s
 h

e
 c

ro
s
s
e

d
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r b
e

d
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 lo
n

g
 s

ile
n

c
e

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l h
is

 g
a

ze
 o

n
 h

e
r. 

S
h

e
 tu

c
k

e
d

 h
e

r c
h

in
 d

o
w

n
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r s

h
o

u
ld

e
r a

n
d

 w
ille

d
 h

im
 

a
w

a
y. 

“Y
o

u
 a

re
 n

o
t a

llo
w

e
d

 to
 h

u
rt yo

u
rs

e
lf, o

r d
o

 a
n

yth
in

g
 to

 c
a

u
s
e

 

a
n

 a
b

o
rtio

n
 o

r m
is

c
a

rria
g

e
.” 

It w
a

s
 n

o
t a

 s
ta

te
m

e
n

t, it w
a

s
 a

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 fe
e

l th
e

 

flu
s
h

 o
f h

e
a

t a
ro

u
n

d
 h

e
r w

ris
ts

. 

“I’m
 s

u
re

 yo
u

’ll try to
 ra

tio
n

a
lis

e
 it a

s
 b

e
in

g
 p

ro
te

c
tive

 in
 a

n
 

a
tte

m
p

t to
 g

e
t a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e

 c
o

m
p

u
ls

io
n

s
, b

u
t it is

 n
o

t. Y
o

u
 a

re
 n

o
t 

a
llo

w
e

d
 to

 d
o

 a
n

yth
in

g
 to

 e
n

d
 yo

u
r p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y
.” 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fe

e
l th

e
 p

ric
k

 o
f te

a
rs

 in
 th

e
 c

o
rn

e
r o

f h
e

r e
ye

s
 a

n
d

 

s
o

b
b

e
d

 fa
in

tly. 

“T
o

p
s
y
, w

ill m
o

n
ito

rin
g

 y
o

u
 fu

ll-tim
e

 n
o

w
, to

 e
n

s
u

re
 yo

u
 d

o
n

’t 

e
xp

e
rie

n
c
e

 a
n

y m
is

fo
rtu

n
e

s
 lik

e
 trip

p
in

g
 o

n
 th

e
 s

ta
irs

, o
r c

h
e

w
in

g
 

o
n

 a
 s

p
rig

 o
f ye

w
. S

h
e

’s
 c

a
re

d
 fo

r p
re

g
n

a
n

t w
itc

h
e

s
 b

e
fo

re
, s

o
 s

h
e

’s 

w
e

ll a
w

a
re

 o
f w

h
a

t yo
u

 c
a

n
 a

n
d

 c
a

n
n

o
t e

a
t o

r d
rin

k
. S

h
e

 h
a

s
 m

y 

p
e

rm
is

s
io

n
 to

 im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly re
stra

in
 yo

u
 if y

o
u

 try a
n

yth
in

g
.” 

W
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 S
h

e
 c

lo
s
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
, a

n
d

 trie
d

 n
o

t to
 d

w
e

ll o
n

 h
o

w
 m

is
e

ra
b

le
 

s
h

e
 fe

lt a
n

d
 th

a
t s

h
e

 m
ig

h
t s

ta
y th

a
t w

a
y fo

r a
n

o
th

e
r th

irty
-fo

u
r 

w
e

e
k

s
. H

e
r h

e
a

d
 h

u
rt to

o
 m

u
c
h

 to
 e

ve
n

 th
in

k
. S

h
e

 trie
d

 to
 w

ill h
e

r-

s
e

lf to
 s

le
e

p
. T

h
e

 tin
y
 g

lo
w

in
g

 o
rb

 o
f lig

h
t a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 flu
tte

rin
g

 in
 h

e
r 

m
in

d
’s

 e
y
e

 a
n

d
 s

h
e

 c
u

rle
d

 m
o

re
 p

ro
te

c
tive

ly
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

. 

S
h

e
 fe

lt th
e

 b
e

d
 s

h
ift a

n
d

 c
o

o
l fin

g
e

rs
 to

u
c
h

e
d

 h
e

r c
h

e
e

k
, 

b
ru

s
h

in
g

 b
a

c
k

 h
e

r h
a

ir a
n

d
 th

e
n

 re
stin

g
 a

g
a

in
s
t h

e
r fo

re
h

e
a

d
. S

h
e

 

b
it h

e
r lip

 a
n

d
 fo

u
g

h
t a

g
a

in
s
t c

ry
in

g
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

o
 tire

d
 o

f c
ryin

g
. 

S
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 p
re

te
n

d
 it w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
o

n
e

 e
ls

e
. It’s

 H
a

rry. It’s
 R

o
n

. 

It’s yo
u

r m
u

m
, s

h
e

 to
ld

 h
e

rs
e

lf; s
h

e
 d

id
n

’t fo
rc

e
 h

e
rs

e
lf to

 d
ra

w
 

a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 th

e
 to

u
c
h

. 

A
fte

r a
n

o
th

e
r w

e
e

k
, s

h
e

 b
e

g
a

n
 to

 w
o

n
d

e
r if s

h
e

 w
e

re
 g

o
in

g
 d

ie
 

fro
m

 th
e

 p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y. D

e
s
p

ite
 th

e
 a

d
va

n
c
e

d
 s

c
ie

n
c
e

 o
f o

b
s
te

tric
a

l 

h
e

a
lin

g
, M

a
g

ic
a

l in
te

rv
e

n
tio

n
 in

 p
re

g
n

a
n

c
y
 w

a
s
 e

xtre
m

e
ly lim

ite
d

. 

M
a

g
ic

a
l p

re
g

n
a

n
c
ie

s te
n

d
e

d
 to

 e
ith

e
r n

e
u

tra
lis

e
 o

r re
a

c
t e

xtre
m

e
ly 

b
a

d
ly to

 e
xte

rn
a

l m
a

g
ic

a
l in

flu
e

n
c
e

s
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 k
e

e
p

 h
e

rs
e

lf s
lig

h
tly

 h
yd

ra
te

d
. T

o
p

s
y
 d

o
s
e

d
 

h
e

r w
ith

 h
yd

ra
tio

n
 a

n
d

 n
u

tritio
n

 p
o

tio
n

s
 m

u
ltip

le
 tim

e
s
 a

 d
a

y, b
u

t 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 ra
re

ly k
e

e
p

 th
e

m
 d

o
w

n
 fo

r th
e

 fe
w

 s
e

c
o

n
d

s
 n

e
c
-

e
s
s
a

ry fo
r h

e
r s

ys
te

m
 to

 a
b

s
o

rb
 th

e
m

.   

S
h

e
 w

a
s
n

’t s
u

re
 if s

h
e

 a
c
tu

a
lly

 w
a

s
 s

u
ffe

rin
g

 fro
m

 h
yp

e
re

m
e

-

s
is

 g
ra

v
id

a
ru

m
, o

r if m
o

s
t o

f th
e

 n
a

u
s
e

a
 a

n
d

 vo
m

itin
g

 w
a

s
 c

a
u

s
e

d
 

b
y th

e
 m

ig
ra

in
e

s
. If s

h
e

 a
te

 a
n

yth
in

g
, s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly vo
m

it 

a
n

d
 th

e
n

 re
tc

h
 u

n
til s

h
e

 w
a

s
 s

o
b

b
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e
 a

d
d

itio
n

a
l p

a
in

 it 

c
a

u
s
e

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
. 

S
h

e
 lo

s
t a

lm
o

s
t a

ll h
e

r m
u

s
c
le

 to
n

e
. 

S
h

e
 la

y
 lim

p
ly in

 b
e

d
 in

 h
e

r d
a

rk
e

n
e

d
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 w

is
h

e
d

 s
h

e
’d

 

d
ie

. M
a

lfo
y c

a
m

e
; o

fte
n

, s
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t. H
e

 b
ro

u
g

h
t s

e
ve

ra
l m

in
d

 

h
e

a
le

rs
 w

h
o

 ju
s
t s

tu
tte

re
d

 n
e

rvo
u

s
ly

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

im
 a

n
d

 o
ffe

re
d

 n
o

 

h
e

lp
fu

l a
d

vic
e

. H
e

 b
ro

u
g

h
t m

id
w

ive
s
 a

n
d

 o
b

s
te

tric
a

l h
e

a
le

rs
 w

h
o

 

c
o

o
e

d
 o

ve
r h

is
 h

e
ir’s

 m
a

g
ic

 le
ve

ls
 a

n
d

 p
re

sc
rib

e
d

 e
ve

n
 w

o
rs

e
 ta

s
t-

in
g

 p
o

tio
n

s
 fo

r H
e

rm
io

n
e

 to
 vo

m
it u

p
. 

S
h

e
 s

u
s
p

e
c
te

d
 M

a
lfo

y c
a

m
e

 s
o

m
e

tim
e

s w
h

e
n

 s
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

s
le

e
p

, 

b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 h
e

r o
ve

r-s
e

n
s
itive

 n
o

s
e

 w
o

u
ld

 o
fte

n
 d

e
te

c
t h

is
 s

c
e

n
t in

 th
e

 

ro
o

m
. W

h
e

n
 h

e
 c

a
m

e
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 a

w
a

k
e

, s
h

e
 w

a
s
 h

a
rd

ly m
o

re
 

re
sp

o
n

s
ive

. 

H
e

 w
o

u
ld

 s
it d

o
w

n
 o

n
 th

e
 e

d
g

e
 o

f h
e

r b
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
m

o
o

th
 h

e
r h

a
ir, 

a
n

d
 s

o
m

e
tim

e
s
 h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 ta

k
e

 h
e

r w
ris

t a
n

d
 p

u
ll h

e
r h

a
n

d
 in

to
 h

is
. 

T
h

e
 firs

t tim
e

 h
e

 d
id

 it s
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t h
e

 w
a

s
 p

la
y
in

g
 w

ith
 h

e
r fin

g
e

rs
, 

b
u

t g
ra

d
u

a
lly s

h
e

 re
a

lis
e

d
 h

e
 w

a
s
 m

a
s
s
a

g
in

g
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
; ta

p
p

in
g

 th
e

 

tip
 o

f h
is

 w
a

n
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 it a

t va
rio

u
s
 p

re
s
s
u

re
 p

o
in

ts
, s

e
n

d
in

g
 m

ild
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vib
ra

tio
n

s
 in

to
 th

e
 m

u
s
c
le

s
. T

h
e

n
 h

e
’d

 b
e

n
d

 a
n

d
 m

a
s
s
a

g
e

 h
e

r fin
-

g
e

rs
 a

n
d

 p
a

lm
 lig

h
tly

. 

H
e

 w
a

s
 d

o
in

g
 w

h
a

t h
e

a
le

rs
 d

id
 to

 tre
a

t th
e

 tre
m

o
rs

 fro
m

 th
e

 

c
ru

c
ia

tu
s
, s

h
e

 re
a

lis
e

d
. H

e
 m

u
s
t h

a
v
e

 m
e

m
o

ris
e

d
 th

e
 te

c
h

n
iq

u
e

 

d
u

e
 to

 h
o

w
 fre

q
u

e
n

tly
 h

e
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 th

e
 tre

a
tm

e
n

t. 

S
h

e
 d

id
n

’t p
u

ll h
e

r h
a

n
d

 a
w

a
y
. 

S
h

e
 to

ld
 h

e
rs

e
lf it w

a
s
 o

n
ly b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 it m
ig

h
t m

a
k

e
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
 

h
u

rt m
o

re
 if sh

e
 m

o
ve

d
. 

A
s
 th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f M

a
y
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

, h
e

r h
e

a
d

 s
te

a
d

ily h
u

rt m
o

re
 

a
n

d
 m

o
re

. S
h

e
 g

re
w

 th
in

n
e

r a
n

d
 th

in
n

e
r u

n
til th

e
 m

a
n

a
c
le

s c
o

u
ld

 

s
lid

e
 h

a
lfw

a
y u

p
 h

e
r fo

re
a

rm
s
. T

o
p

s
y b

e
c
a

m
e

 fre
tfu

l a
n

d
 b

e
g

a
n

 to
 

m
e

e
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
’s

 e
ye

s
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
o

ftly
 e

n
tre

a
te

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 to

 try to
 

s
w

a
llo

w
 m

o
re

 p
o

tio
n

s
 o

r s
ip

 o
n

 s
o

m
e

 p
e

p
p

e
rm

in
t o

r g
in

g
e

r te
a

. 

M
a

lfo
y b

e
g

a
n

 to
 h

o
ve

r. H
e

 h
a

d
 to

 le
a

ve
 to

 ‘h
u

n
t’ a

n
d

 p
e

rfo
rm

 

o
th

e
r d

u
tie

s
 th

a
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 trie

d
 n

o
t to

 th
in

k
 a

b
o

u
t, b

u
t h

e
 w

a
s
 

o
fte

n
 in

 h
e

r ro
o

m
. H

e
 d

id
n

’t ta
lk

 to
 h

e
r. H

e
 ra

re
ly m

e
t h

e
r e

ye
s
, b

u
t 

h
e

 s
m

o
o

th
e

d
 h

e
r h

a
ir, a

n
d

 h
e

ld
 h

e
r h

a
n

d
s
 a

n
d

 fid
g

e
te

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 

m
a

n
a

c
le

s
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r w
ris

ts
. S

o
m

e
tim

e
s
 w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 o
p

e
n

e
d

 h
e

r 

e
ye

s
 s

h
e

’d
 fin

d
 h

im
 s

ta
rin

g
 a

t h
e

r s
to

m
a

c
h

, b
u

t h
e

 n
e

ve
r trie

d
 to

 

to
u

c
h

 it. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

lm
o

s
t n

in
e

 w
e

e
k

s
 p

re
g

n
a

n
t w

h
e

n
 s

h
e

 a
b

ru
p

tly w
o

k
e

 

u
p

 p
a

n
ic

k
in

g
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

—
s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 s

h
e

 n
e

e
d

e
d

 to
 b

e
 re

a
d

y fo
r. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r—
 

It w
a

s
 im

p
o

rta
n

t. 

T
h

e
 m

o
s
t im

p
o

rta
n

t th
in

g
. T

h
e

 th
in

g
 s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t fo

rg
e

t. 

S
h

e
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 to

 b
e

 re
a

d
y. 

N
o

 m
a

tte
r w

h
a

t. S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 to

 h
o

ld
 o

n
. 

S
h

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf o

u
t o

f th
e

 b
e

d
. T

h
e

 p
a

in
 o

f b
e

in
g

 u
p

rig
h

t 

h
a

d
 h

e
r g

a
s
p

in
g

. S
h

e
 c

lu
tc

h
e

d
 h

e
r h

e
a

d
. S

h
e

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf to
 

s
ta

n
d

. 

S
h

e
 h

a
d

 to
—

 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t re
m

e
m

b
e

r. It w
a

s
 rig

h
t a

t th
e

 e
d

g
e

. 

H
e

r le
g

s
 tre

m
b

le
d

 fro
m

 th
e

 m
u

s
c
le

 a
tro

p
h

y. S
h

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 h

e
rs

e
lf 

to
 w

a
lk

 a
n

d
 trie

d
 n

o
t to

 p
a

n
ic

. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 to

 b
e

 d
o

in
g

—
s
o

m
e

th
in

g
. 

W
h

a
t w

a
s
 it?

 

T
o

p
s
y a

p
p

e
a

re
d

. “Is
 yo

u
 n

e
e

d
in

g
 a

n
yth

in
g

?
” 

“N
o

,” H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 s

h
a

k
in

g
 vo

ic
e

 a
s
 s

h
e

 w
ra

c
k

e
d

 h
e

r 

m
in

d
 a

n
d

 trie
d

 to
 th

in
k

. O
h

 g
o

d
, w

h
a

t w
a

s
 it?

 H
e

r h
e

a
rt s

ta
rte

d
 to

 

ra
c
e

 a
s
 s

h
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
d

 to
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r. T

o
 th

in
k

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 b

lin
d

in
g

 

p
a

in
. 
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s
h

e
 c

h
o

k
e

d
 a

n
d

 b
u

rs
t in

to
 te

a
rs

 a
g

a
in

. T
h

e
 via

l s
lip

p
e

d
 fro

m
 h

e
r 

h
a

n
d

s
 a

n
d

 p
lu

n
g

e
d

 d
o

w
n

 o
n

to
 th

e
 flo

o
r, sh

a
tte

rin
g

. 

"O
h

 g
o

d
..." S

h
e

 s
o

b
b

e
d

 in
to

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 a

s
 th

e
 p

o
tio

n
 h

it h
e

r 

s
y
s
te

m
 a

n
d

 o
ve

rto
o

k
 h

e
r m

in
d

 lik
e

 a
 b

la
c
k

 tid
a

l w
a

v
e

. S
h

e
 s

a
n

k
 

o
n

to
 th

e
 b

e
d

. "O
h

 g
o

d
...o

h
 g

o
d

...p
le

a
s
e

." 

H
e

r e
ye

s
 s

lid
 s

h
u

t a
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 to

 c
ry. S

h
e

 w
a

s
 d

im
ly 

a
w

a
re

 o
f h

e
r le

g
s
 b

e
e

n
 lifte

d
 u

p
 o

n
to

 th
e

 m
a

ttre
s
s
. D

a
rk

n
e

s
s
 s

w
a

l-

lo
w

e
d

 h
e

r. 

"I'm
 s

o
rry

, G
ra

n
g

e
r."
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L
o

rd
 m

a
d

e
 n

o
 o

b
je

c
tio

n
s
 w

h
e

n
 I e

xe
c
u

te
d

 o
n

e
 o

f h
is

 m
a

rk
e

d
 fo

l-

lo
w

e
rs

 fo
r in

te
rfe

re
n

c
e

, d
o

 yo
u

 re
a

lly th
in

k
 h

e
'd

 tro
u

b
le

 h
im

s
e

lf 

o
ve

r yo
u

?
" 

S
tro

u
d

's
 p

a
llo

r g
re

w
 d

e
a

th
ly

. "M
y
 p

ro
g

ra
m

—
" 

"Is
 a

 fa
rc

e
." M

a
lfo

y
 s

n
e

e
re

d
 a

s
 h

e
 s

a
id

 it. "T
h

e
 re

a
s
o

n
 yo

u
 d

id
-

n
't d

ie
 a

lo
n

g
s
id

e
 y

o
u

r 'c
o

lle
a

g
u

e
s' in

 S
u

s
s
e

x is
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 yo
u

r p
ro

-

p
o

s
a

l fa
ile

d
 to

 q
u

a
lify

 a
s
 s

c
ie

n
tific

a
lly

 s
o

u
n

d
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 q
u

a
lify fo

r 

a
 la

b
o

ra
to

ry th
e

re
. W

h
e

re
 a

re
 yo

u
r c

o
n

tro
ls

?
 O

r yo
u

r s
ta

tis
tic

s
 a

n
d

 

h
is

to
ric

a
l d

a
ta

?
 T

h
e

 s
p

e
c
ta

c
le

 yo
u

're
 s

o
 w

illin
g

 to
 p

ro
vid

e
 th

e
 s

o
c
i-

e
ty

 p
a

g
e

s is
 fu

n
d

e
d

 a
n

d
 s

ta
ffe

d
 to

 e
a

s
ily c

a
rry o

n
 w

ith
o

u
t yo

u
." 

M
a

lfo
y's

 e
ye

s
 g

litte
re

d
 vic

io
u

s
ly

 a
s
 h

e
 s

p
o

k
e

. "T
h

is
 is

 th
e

 o
n

ly w
a

rn
-

in
g

 I'll o
ffe

r. Y
o

u
 a

re
 n

o
 lo

n
g

e
r p

e
rm

itte
d

 to
 b

e
 a

lo
n

e
 w

ith
 h

e
r. T

o
-

d
a

y's
 a

p
p

o
in

tm
e

n
t is

 o
ve

r. If yo
u

 h
a

v
e

 n
e

w
 in

s
tru

c
tio

n
s
 re

g
a

rd
in

g
 

h
e

r c
a

re
, yo

u
'll g

ive
 th

e
m

 to
 m

e
. T

o
p

s
y
!" 

T
h

e
 H

o
u

s
e

-e
lf a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 w
ith

 a
 c

ra
c
k

. M
a

lfo
y d

id
n

't re
m

o
ve

 h
is

 

e
ye

s
 fro

m
 S

tro
u

d
. 

"E
s
c
o

rt S
tro

u
d

 to
 th

e
 d

ra
w

in
g

 ro
o

m
. I'll b

e
 d

o
w

n
 w

h
e

n
 I'm

 

d
o

n
e

 d
e

a
lin

g
 w

ith
 th

e
 situ

a
tio

n
 h

e
re

." 

S
tro

u
d

 h
u

ffe
d

, b
u

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

till p
a

le
 a

n
d

 h
e

r h
a

n
d

s
 s

h
o

o
k

 a
s
 

s
h

e
 g

a
th

e
re

d
 h

e
r file

s
. A

s
 th

e
 d

o
o

r s
h

u
t, M

a
lfo

y
 tu

rn
e

d
 b

a
c
k

 to
 

s
ta

re
 d

o
w

n
 a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

. S
h

e
 h

a
d

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 c
ryin

g
 a

n
d

 w
a

s
 tryin

g
 to

 

b
re

a
th

e
 s

te
a

d
ily. 

H
e

 g
a

ve
 a

 lo
w

 s
ig

h
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 p

u
lle

d
 h

e
r to

 h
e

r fe
e

t. 

"C
o

m
e

," h
e

 s
a

id
 a

s
 h

e
 le

d
 h

e
r a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 to
 h

e
r b

e
d

, 

s
tu

d
yin

g
 h

e
r c

a
re

fu
lly b

e
fo

re
 re

a
c
h

in
g

 in
to

 h
is

 ro
b

e
s
 a

n
d

 w
ith

d
ra

w
-

in
g

 a
 via

l o
f D

re
a

m
le

s
s
 S

le
e

p
 D

ra
u

g
h

t. "C
o

n
s
id

e
rin

g
 re

c
e

n
t e

ve
n

ts
 

I'm
 a

fra
id

 I d
o

n
't tru

s
t yo

u
 c

o
n

s
c
io

u
s
 a

n
d

 a
lo

n
e

. T
a

k
e

 th
is

." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 e
xte

n
d

e
d

 a
 le

a
d

e
n

 h
a

n
d

 a
n

d
 a

c
c
e

p
te

d
 th

e
 via

l b
u

t 

th
e

n
 s

ta
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t it h
e

sita
n

tly
. H

e
r b

re
a

th
 k

e
p

t h
itc

h
in

g
. 

"S
o

m
e

 P
o

tio
n

s
 c

a
n

 re
s
u

lt in
 fe

ta
l a

b
n

o
rm

a
litie

s
. I d

o
n

't–
re

-

m
e

m
b

e
r w

h
e

th
e

r D
re

a
m

le
s
s
 S

le
e

p
 is

 s
a

fe
," s

h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 w

a
ve

rin
g

 

vo
ic

e
. 

"It's
 fin

e
." 

S
h

e
 g

la
n

c
e

d
 u

p
 a

t M
a

lfo
y. H

o
w

 o
n

 e
a

rth
 w

o
u

ld
 h

e
 k

n
o

w
 th

a
t?

 

H
e

 m
e

t h
e

r e
ye

s
. "I w

a
s
 c

o
n

c
e

rn
e

d
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 lik
e

 th
is

 m
ig

h
t 

h
a

p
p

e
n

 if yo
u

 e
ve

r g
o

t p
re

g
n

a
n

t. I ve
rifie

d
 it." 

S
h

e
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 to
 h

e
s
ita

te
. 

"I'm
 n

o
t a

s
k

in
g

. If yo
u

 re
fu

s
e

 I w
ill m

a
k

e
 y

o
u

," h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 h

a
rd

 

vo
ic

e
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 p
re

s
s
e

d
 h

e
r lip

s
 to

g
e

th
e

r a
n

d
 s

w
a

llo
w

e
d

 h
a

rd
 a

s
 

h
e

r c
h

e
s
t c

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 to
 s

tu
tte

r. S
h

e
 u

n
s
to

p
p

e
re

d
 th

e
 via

l u
n

s
te

a
d

ily 

a
n

d
 b

ro
u

g
h

t it to
 h

e
r lip

s
. A

s
 s

o
o

n
 a

s
 s

h
e

 s
w

a
llo

w
e

d
 th

e
 c

o
n

te
n

ts
, 
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 T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 b

la
c
k

 s
p

o
ts

 s
te

a
d

ily d
a

n
c
in

g
 in

 h
e

r vis
io

n
, g

ro
w

in
g

 

la
rg

e
r a

n
d

 la
rg

e
r. T

h
e

 p
a

in
 in

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 k
e

p
t g

ro
w

in
g

. 

M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly

 in
 fro

n
t o

f h
e

r. D
id

 h
e

 a
p

p
a

ra
te

?
 S

h
e

 

d
id

n
’t h

e
a

r it. 

“W
h

a
t—

?
” h

e
 s

ta
rte

d
 a

n
d

 b
ro

k
e

 o
ff w

h
e

n
 h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 h

e
r s

ta
n

d
-

in
g

 in
 fro

n
t o

f h
im

. 

“I—
c
a

n
’t—

re
m

e
m

b
e

r...,” s
h

e
 fo

rc
e

d
 o

u
t. “I’m

—
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
 to

—

h
o

ld
—

” 

H
e

r vo
ic

e
 b

ro
k

e
 o

ff in
 a

 lo
w

 c
ry

 a
s
 th

e
 p

re
s
s
u

re
 in

 h
e

r h
e

a
d

 

g
re

w
 s

o
 in

te
n

s
e

 s
h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t s
h

e
’d

 p
a

s
s
 o

u
t. H

e
r vis

io
n

 w
a

v
e

re
d

. 

S
h

e
 b

lin
k

e
d

, tryin
g

 to
 s

e
e

, a
n

d
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
r s

ig
h

t c
le

a
re

d
 s

h
e

 fo
u

n
d

 

M
a

lfo
y h

a
d

 a
 k

n
ife

 in
 h

is
 h

a
n

d
. S

h
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 u

p
 a

t h
im

, s
ta

rtle
d

. H
is

 

e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 c

o
ld

 a
n

d
 in

te
n

t a
s
 h

e
 lu

n
g

e
d

 to
w

a
rd

 h
e

r. 

S
h

e
 fe

ll b
a

c
k

, tryin
g

 in
s
tin

c
tive

ly to
 w

a
rd

 h
im

 o
ff. 

T
h

e
 m

o
m

e
n

t 
b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 s

ta
b

b
e

d
 
h

e
r, M

a
lfo

y s
u

d
d

e
n

ly va
n

-

is
h

e
d

. 

A
la

s
to

r M
o

o
d

y w
a

s
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 in

 fro
n

t o
f h

e
r. G

rim
-fa

c
e

d
 a

n
d

 

tire
d

. “A
n

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity
 h

a
s
 c

o
m

e
 u

p
. O

n
e

 th
a

t c
o

u
ld

 c
h

a
n

g
e

 th
e

 tid
e

 

o
f th

e
 w

a
r.” 

B
e

fo
re

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

 s
a

y
 a

n
yth

in
g

, M
o

o
d

y w
a

s
 g

o
n

e
 a

n
d

 

s
h

e
 w

a
s
 fa

llin
g

. 

N
o

, sh
e

 w
a

s
n

’t fa
llin

g
. 

M
a

lfo
y
 w

a
s
 h

o
ld

in
g
 h

e
r b

y
 th

e
 th

ro
a

t a
n

d
 s

la
m

m
in

g
 h

e
r in

to
 

th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 th

e
 p

u
n

c
h

 o
f a

 k
n

ife
 b

la
d

e
 s

lid
in

g
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

e
r rib

s
. 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 in

 th
e

 m
id

d
le

 o
f a

 b
a

ttle
fie

ld
. E

v
e

ry
o

n
e

 w
a

s
 fa

llin
g

 to
 

th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
, s

u
ffo

c
a

tin
g

. H
a

rry
. R

o
n

. D
e

a
th

 E
a

te
rs

. E
v
e

ry
o

n
e

 w
a

s
 

d
y
in

g
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
e

r a
n

d
 sh

e
 w

a
s
 s

c
re

a
m

in
g

. 

“H
o

w
 m

a
n

y
 tim

e
s
 d

o
 y

o
u

 th
in

k
 I c

a
n

 s
ta

b
 y

o
u

 b
e

fo
re

 th
e

 lig
h

t 

g
o

e
s
 o

u
t in

 y
o

u
r e

y
e

s
?
” 

G
in

n
y
 c

ry
in

g
, “I d

id
n

’t m
e

a
n

 to
.” 

“S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 to

 w
a

rm
 m

y
 c

o
ld

 h
e

a
rt.” 

A
 h

a
rd

 k
is

s
 a

s
 sh

e
 w

a
s
 p

in
n

e
d

 a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
 w

a
ll. 

“I d
id

n
’t w

a
n

t y
o

u
.” 

T
h

e
 s

e
n

s
a

tio
n

 o
f h

e
r w

ris
t, s

h
a

tte
rin

g
 u

n
d

e
r a

n
 iro

n
 g

rip
. 

“Y
o

u
 

s
e

e
m

 
p

le
a

s
e

d
 

to
 

h
a

v
e

 
s
u

c
c
e

s
s
fu

lly
 

w
h

o
re

d
 

y
o

u
rs

e
lf. 

H
a

p
p

y
 to

 k
n

o
w

 y
o

u
’v

e
 g

o
t y

o
u

r c
h

e
s
s
 p

ie
c
e

 lo
c
k

e
d

 in
 p

la
c
e

?
” 

H
a

rry
 w

a
s
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 in

 fro
n

t o
f h

e
r, p

a
le

 a
n

d
 e

n
ra

g
e

d
, h

is
 fa

c
e

 

c
ru

s
te

d
 w

ith
 d

rie
d

 b
lo

o
d

, “If th
a

t’s
 h

o
w

 little
 y

o
u

 b
e

lie
v
e

 in
 u

s
 th

e
n

 

y
o

u
 a

re
n

’t s
o

m
e

o
n

e
 w

h
o

s
e

 h
e

lp
 I n

e
e

d
.” 

S
h

e
 w

a
s
 s

ittin
g
 n

e
x
t to

 T
o

n
k

s
, w

h
o

 w
a

s
 s

ta
rin

g
 a

t H
e

rm
io

n
e

 

g
u

a
rd

e
d

ly
, h

e
r e

y
e

s
 s

u
s
p

ic
io

u
s
. “H

o
w

 m
a

n
y
 p

e
o

p
le

 d
id

 y
o

u
 k

ill to
-

d
a

y
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
?
 T

e
n

?
 F

ifte
e

n
?
 D

o
 y

o
u

 e
v
e

n
 k

n
o

w
?
” 
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 M

in
e

rv
a

 M
c
G

o
n

a
g

a
ll, g

rip
p

in
g

 a
 te

a
c
u

p
, h

e
r v

o
ic

e
 s

h
a

k
in

g
, 

“Y
o

u
’re

 n
o

 s
in

n
e

r; th
is

 is
 n

o
t a

 fa
te

 y
o

u
 d

e
s
e

rv
e

. A
n

d
 y

e
t, it s

e
e

m
s
 

a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 y
o

u
’re

 d
e

te
rm

in
e

d
 to

 try
 d

a
m

n
in

g
 y

o
u

rs
e

lf if it m
e

a
n

s
 

w
in

n
in

g
.” 

H
e

r o
w

n
 v

o
ic

e
, “If m

y
 s

o
u

l is
 th

e
 p

ric
e

 o
f p

ro
te

c
tin

g
 th

e
m

—
o

f 

p
ro

te
c
tin

g
 y

o
u

. T
h

a
t’s

—
th

a
t’s

 n
o

t a
 p

ric
e

. Th
a

t’s
 a

 b
a

rg
a

in
.” 

“Y
o

u
’re

 m
in

e
. Y

o
u

 s
w

o
re

 y
o

u
rs

e
lf to

 m
e

,” g
ro

w
le

d
 in

to
 h

e
r e

a
r. 

S
e

v
e

ru
s
 
lo

o
k

in
g

 
c
o

ld
ly

 
a

t 
h

e
r, 

“If 
y
o

u
 
m

a
n

a
g

e
 
to

 
s
u

c
c
e

e
d

 

y
o

u
’re

 ju
s
t a

s
 lik

e
ly

 to
 d

e
stro

y
 th

e
 O

rd
e

r a
s
 s

a
v
e

 it.” 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
ry

in
g

, “I’m
 s

o
rry

. I’m
 s

o
rry

 I d
id

 th
is

 to
 y

o
u

.” 

F
in

a
lly

, M
a

lfo
y
 w

a
s
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

v
e

r h
e

r, h
is

 fa
c
e

 w
h

ite
, h

is
 e

y
e

s
 

g
litte

rin
g

 w
ith

 ra
g

e
, “I h

a
v
e

 w
a

rn
e

d
 y

o
u

. If s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 h

a
p

p
e

n
s
 to

 

y
o

u
, I w

ill p
e

rs
o

n
a

lly
 ra

ze
 th

e
 e

n
tire

 O
rd

e
r. T

h
a

t is
n

’t a
 th

re
a

t. It is
 

a
 p

ro
m

is
e

. C
o

n
s
id

e
r y

o
u

r s
u

rv
iv

a
l a

s
 m

u
c
h

 a
 n

e
c
e

s
s
ity

 to
 th

e
 s

u
r-

v
iv

a
l o

f th
e

 R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 a
s
 P

o
tte

r’s
. If y

o
u

 d
ie

, I w
ill k

ill e
v
e

ry
 la

st 

o
n

e
 o

f th
e

m
.” 

It w
a

s
 lik

e
 fa

llin
g

 a
s
 th

e
 p

a
s
t b

ro
k

e
 fre

e
, s

u
rg

in
g

 u
p

 th
ro

u
g

h
 

h
e

r m
in

d
 a

n
d

 s
w

a
llo

w
in

g
 h

e
r. 
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 "O
h

 g
o

d
—

N
o

..." S
h

e
 s

o
b

b
e

d
 th

e
 w

o
rd

s
 o

ve
r a

n
d

 a
n

d
 o

ve
r a

s
 

s
h

e
 s

h
o

o
k

. 

"B
re

a
th

e
. K

e
e

p
 b

re
a

th
in

g
," M

a
lfo

y s
a

id
. H

is
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 

d
ra

w
n

. H
is

 ja
w

 c
le

n
c
h

e
d

 a
s
 h

e
 sta

re
d

 d
o

w
n

 a
t h

e
r a

n
d

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 a
s
 

s
h

e
 trie

d
 to

 d
ra

w
 b

re
a

th
. 

It to
o

k
 s

e
ve

ra
l m

in
u

te
s
 u

n
til s

h
e

 s
to

p
p

e
d

 m
e

re
ly d

ra
g

g
in

g
 in

 

s
tu

tte
rin

g
 in

h
a

la
tio

n
s
, a

n
d

 g
ra

d
u

a
lly

 b
e

g
a

n
 in

h
a

lin
g

 a
n

d
 e

xh
a

lin
g

 

a
lte

rn
a

te
ly. H

is
 g

rip
 s

lo
w

ly lo
o

s
e

n
e

d
 a

n
d

 h
e

 s
lo

w
ly tu

rn
e

d
 to

 g
la

re
 

a
t H

e
a

le
r S

tro
u

d
. H

is
 e

xp
re

s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 e

n
ra

g
e

d
. 

"Y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 s

h
e

 is
 p

ro
n

e
 to

 p
a

n
ic

 a
tta

c
k

s
. Y

o
u

 c
a

n
n

o
t s

p
rin

g
 

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 o
n

 h
e

r," h
is

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 fu

rio
u

s
 v

o
ic

e
, still h

o
ld

in
g

 H
e

rm
i-

o
n

e
 firm

ly b
y
 th

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

e
rs

 a
s
 s

h
e

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 c

ryin
g

. 

"I th
o

u
g

h
t th

e
 p

a
n

ic
k

in
g

 w
a

s
 s

o
le

ly c
a

u
s
e

d
 b

y o
p

e
n

 s
p

a
c
e

s
." 

S
tro

u
d

 fo
ld

e
d

 h
e

r a
rm

s
 o

ve
r h

e
r c

h
e

s
t, a

n
d

 ra
is

e
d

 h
e

r c
h

in
. "G

ive
n

 

h
o

w
 te

rrifie
d

 s
h

e
 is

 o
f yo

u
r fa

th
e

r, I th
o

u
g

h
t s

h
e

'd
 b

e
 re

lie
ve

d
." 

"P
e

rh
a

p
s
 try

 th
in

k
in

g
 m

o
re

," M
a

lfo
y s

a
id

 ic
ily. "I a

m
 b

e
g

in
n

in
g

 

to
 s

u
s
p

e
c
t th

a
t yo

u
 a

re
 in

te
n

tio
n

a
lly tra

u
m

a
tis

in
g

 h
e

r. Y
o

u
 th

re
a

t-

e
n

e
d

 h
e

r w
ith

 m
y fa

th
e

r a
n

d
 d

o
s
e

d
 h

e
r w

ith
 a

 a
p

h
ro

d
is

ia
c
 w

ith
o

u
t 

w
a

rn
in

g
. A

re
 yo

u
 tryin

g
 to

 c
a

u
s
e

 h
e

r to
 h

a
ve

 a
 m

e
n

ta
l b

re
a

k
d

o
w

n
?

" 

H
e

a
le

r S
tro

u
d

 s
n

o
rte

d
 a

s
 s

h
e

 c
a

s
t a

 d
ia

g
n

o
s
tic

 o
n

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

. 

"I'm
 n

o
t d

o
in

g
 a

n
yth

in
g

 th
a

t ris
k

s
 c

o
m

p
ro

m
is

in
g

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
; 

th
e

re
's

 n
o

 n
e

e
d

 to
 c

o
n

c
e

rn
 yo

u
rs

e
lf. I've

 b
e

e
n

 q
u

ite
 a

n
xio

u
s
 o

ve
r 

th
e

ir re
c
o

ve
ry e

ve
r s

in
c
e

 I re
a

lis
e

d
 s

h
e

 w
a

s
 th

e
 o

n
e

 re
s
p

o
n

s
ib

le
 fo

r 

S
u

s
s
e

x." S
tro

u
d

 e
ye

d
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
ld

ly. "I'm
 c

u
rio

u
s
 h

o
w

 a
 w

itc
h

 

w
h

o
 n

e
ve

r e
ve

n
 g

ra
d

u
a

te
d

 H
o

g
w

a
rts

, a
n

d
 w

ith
o

u
t a

n
y
 fo

rm
a

l tra
in

-

in
g

, s
in

g
le

-h
a

n
d

e
d

ly c
o

n
s
tru

c
te

d
 a

 b
o

m
b

 c
a

p
a

b
le

 o
f k

illin
g

 a
ll m

y 

c
o

lle
a

g
u

e
s
." 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 lo
n

g
 p

a
u

s
e

 in
te

rs
p

e
rs

e
d

 b
y H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 b
ro

k
e

n
 

s
o

b
s
 a

s
 M

a
lfo

y s
ta

re
d

 a
t S

tro
u

d
. 

"S
h

e
 w

a
s
 a

 R
e

s
is

ta
n

c
e

 te
rro

ris
t tra

in
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t E
u

ro
p

e
 to

 

b
e

c
o

m
e

 a
 h

e
a

le
r s

p
e

c
ia

lis
e

d
 in

 d
e

c
o

n
s
tru

c
tin

g
 S

u
s
s
e

x's
 c

u
rs

e
s
; 

n
o

t to
 m

e
n

tio
n

 th
a

t s
h

e
 h

a
d

 a
 P

o
tio

n
 m

a
s
te

ry. If s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 ta

k
e

 

a
p

a
rt a

n
d

 n
e

u
tra

lis
e

 a
 c

u
rs

e
, s

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 a
ls

o
 u

s
e

 it. If yo
u

'd
 b

e
e

n
 s

o
 

c
u

rio
u

s
 yo

u
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 a
s
k

e
d

 m
e

," h
e

 s
a

id
 in

 a
 c

o
ld

 vo
ic

e
. "P

s
yc

h
o

-

lo
g

ic
a

lly to
rtu

rin
g

 h
e

r is
 n

o
t g

o
in

g
 to

 g
ive

 yo
u

 a
n

s
w

e
rs

, p
a

rtic
u

la
rly 

s
in

c
e

 s
h

e
 h

a
s
 n

o
 m

e
m

o
ry

 o
f it. Y

o
u

r p
ro

g
ra

m
 is

 n
o

t a
n

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity 

to
 e

xa
c
t re

ve
n

g
e

. Y
o

u
 a

p
p

e
a

r to
 h

a
v
e

 fo
rg

o
tte

n
 th

a
t I d

o
 n

o
t s

u
ffe

r 

fo
o

ls
 ta

m
p

e
rin

g
 w

ith
 h

e
r." 

"I w
a

s
n

't—
" 

"Y
o

u
 w

e
re

. T
h

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 p

la
c
e

d
 h

e
r u

n
d

e
r m

y c
a

re
. Y

o
u

 a
re

 

a
w

a
re

 o
f h

o
w

 p
re

c
a

rio
u

s
 s

h
e

 is
. I h

a
ve

 g
o

n
e

 to
 c

o
n

s
id

e
ra

b
le

 e
x-

p
e

n
s
e

 a
n

d
 e

ffo
rt to

 m
a

in
ta

in
 h

e
r e

n
viro

n
m

e
n

t. G
ive

n
 th

a
t D

a
rk
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 T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 p
a

u
s
e

 a
s
 S

tro
u

d
 c

a
s
t th

e
 p

re
g

n
a

n
c
y d

e
te

c
tio

n
 

c
h

a
rm

. T
h

e
n

 a
 lo

n
g

e
r p

a
u

s
e

. 

"Y
o

u
're

 p
re

g
n

a
n

t." S
tro

u
d

's
 to

n
e

 w
a

s
 triu

m
p

h
a

n
t. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 h

a
n

d
s
 s

tille
d

. 

N
o

. 

P
le

a
s
e

, n
o

. 

It fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 a

b
ru

p
tly fo

rc
e

d
 d

e
e

p
 u

n
-

d
e

r fre
e

zin
g

 w
a

te
r; n

o
 a

ir, a
n

d
 p

re
ss

u
re

, a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 w

e
re

 b
e

in
g

 

c
ru

s
h

e
d

 o
n

 a
ll s

id
e

s
. S

h
e

 c
o

u
ld

 h
e

a
r h

e
r h

e
a

rt-ra
te

 s
u

rg
e

 u
p

 u
n

til 

th
e

 so
u

n
d

 o
f h

e
r b

lo
o

d
 ro

a
rin

g
 w

a
s
 a

lm
o

s
t a

ll s
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

e
a

r. 

S
tro

u
d

 s
ta

rte
d

 s
p

e
a

k
in

g
, b

u
t H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't m
a

k
e

 o
u

t a
n

y 

o
f th

e
 w

o
rd

s
. 

S
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't b
re

a
th

e
. 

S
tro

u
d

 w
a

s
 s

p
e

a
k

in
g

 to
 h

e
r m

o
re

 a
n

d
 m

o
re

 lo
u

d
ly. T

h
e

 w
o

rd
s
 

w
e

re
 ro

u
n

d
e

d
 a

n
d

 in
d

e
c
ip

h
e

ra
b

le
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 g

a
s
p

e
d

 a
n

d
 trie

d
 to

 

d
ra

w
 in

 o
xyg

e
n

, b
u

t h
e

r th
ro

a
t fe

lt c
o

m
p

re
s
s
e

d
—

a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 

w
e

re
 b

e
in

g
 s

tra
n

g
le

d
. 

H
e

r h
e

a
rt w

a
s
 b

e
a

tin
g

 s
o

 h
a

rd
 th

e
re

 w
a

s
 s

h
a

rp
 s

ta
b

b
in

g
 s

e
n

-

s
a

tio
n

 th
ro

u
g

h
 h

e
r c

h
e

s
t. 

N
o

. P
le

a
s
e

, n
o

. 

S
tro

u
d

 w
a

s
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 in

 fro
n

t o
f h

e
r, s

ta
rin

g
 in

to
 H

e
rm

io
n

e
's

 

fa
c
e

. S
tro

u
d

 k
e

p
t s

a
yin

g
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

, a
g

a
in

 a
n

d
 a

g
a

in
. T

h
e

 m
o

ve
-

m
e

n
t o

f S
tro

u
d

's
 lip

s
 w

a
s
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
 e

a
c
h

 tim
e

 a
s
 th

e
 h

e
a

le
r d

re
w

 

c
lo

s
e

r, g
e

stu
rin

g
. H

e
rm

io
n

e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't m
a

k
e

 o
u

t th
e

 w
o

rd
s
. S

tro
u

d
's

 

e
xp

re
s
s
io

n
 w

a
s
 g

ro
w

in
g

 vis
ib

ly im
p

a
tie

n
t a

s
 s

h
e

 k
e

p
t re

p
e

a
tin

g
 

h
e

rs
e

lf. T
h

e
 s

o
u

n
d

 ju
s
t g

a
rb

le
d

 to
g

e
th

e
r in

to
 a

 in
d

e
c
ip

h
e

ra
b

le
 ro

a
r. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 c
o

u
ld

n
't b

re
a

th
e

; h
e

r lu
n

g
s
 w

e
re

 b
u

rn
in

g
 a

s
 s

h
e

 

trie
d

 to
. T

h
e

 e
d

g
e

s o
f th

e
 h

e
a

le
r's

 fa
c
e

 w
e

re
 b

lu
rrin

g
, a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 s
h

e
 

w
e

re
 b

le
e

d
in

g
 in

to
 th

e
 su

rro
u

n
d

in
g

 a
ir. 

E
ve

ryth
in

g
 w

a
s
 g

ro
w

in
g

 b
lu

rrie
r a

n
d

 b
lu

rrie
r. T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 s
e

n
-

s
a

tio
n

 o
f n

e
e

d
le

s
 s

in
k

in
g

 in
to

 H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 a

rm
s
 a

n
d

 h
a

n
d

s
. 

S
u

d
d

e
n

ly M
a

lfo
y w

a
s
 in

 fro
n

t o
f h

e
r; h

is
 h

a
n

d
s
 o

n
 h

e
r s

h
o

u
l-

d
e

rs
. "C

a
lm

 d
o

w
n

." 

H
is

 h
a

rd
 vo

ic
e

 c
u

t th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 b

lu
rrin

g
. 

"B
re

a
th

e
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 g
a

s
p

e
d

, d
ra

w
in

g
 a

 ra
g

g
e

d
 b

re
a

th
; th

e
n

 s
h

e
 b

u
rs

t 

in
to

 te
a

rs
. 

N
o

. N
o

. D
o

n
't b

e
 p

re
g

n
a

n
t. G

ive
 h

e
r to

 L
u

c
iu

s
, le

t h
im

 ra
p

e
 a

n
d

 

to
rtu

re
 h

e
r to

 d
e

a
th

. 

E
ve

ry tim
e

 s
h

e
 d

re
w

 in
 a

 b
re

a
th

 it fe
lt a

s
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

re
 w

e
re

 a
 

k
n

ife
 b

e
in

g
 d

ra
g

g
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 in

s
id

e
 h

e
r e

s
o

p
h

a
g

u
s
. 
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 H
e

 s
h

ru
g

g
e

d
 a

n
d

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t h

e
r m

o
c
k

in
g

ly, e
ye

s c
o

ld
. "W

h
a

t 

c
a

n
 I s

a
y
?

 R
a

p
e

 is
n

't re
a

lly
 m

y 'th
in

g
'. H

o
w

e
ve

r, yo
u

r g
ro

w
in

g
 a

t-

ta
c
h

m
e

n
t is

 b
o

th
 fa

s
c
in

a
tin

g
 a

n
d

 a
m

u
s
in

g
 to

 e
xp

e
rie

n
c
e

. I n
e

ve
r 

im
a

g
in

e
d

 yo
u

'd
 b

e
 th

e
 s

o
rt to

 fa
n

ta
s
is

e
 th

a
t m

y m
a

n
d

a
to

ry c
a

re
 o

f 

yo
u

 in
d

ic
a

te
d

 s
o

m
e

 s
o

rt o
f a

tta
c
h

m
e

n
t. I c

a
n

't e
ve

n
 b

e
g

in
 to

 g
u

e
s
s
 

h
o

w
 a

m
u

s
e

d
 th

e
 D

a
rk

 L
o

rd
 w

ill b
e

 to
 w

itn
e

ss
 it in

 a
 fe

w
 d

a
ys

. P
o

t-

te
r's

 M
u

d
b

lo
o

d
, fa

llin
g

 fo
r h

e
r D

e
a

th
 E

a
te

r ra
p

is
t. I d

id
n

't th
in

k
 it 

w
a

s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
 fo

r yo
u

 to
 b

e
 m

o
re

 p
a

th
e

tic
, b

u
t a

p
p

a
re

n
tly w

ith
 M

u
d

-

b
lo

o
d

s
 th

e
re

 is
 a

lw
a

y
s
 a

 lo
w

e
r p

o
in

t." 

H
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 to
 le

a
v
e

 b
u

t th
e

n
 p

a
u

s
e

d
. "I'll b

e
 b

a
c
k

 la
te

r to
 d

e
a

l 

w
ith

 yo
u

r m
e

m
o

rie
s
. P

le
a

s
e

 d
o

n
't a

s
s
u

m
e

 th
a

t I'm
 d

e
a

d
 b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 I 

o
c
c
a

s
io

n
a

lly h
a

v
e

 a
 b

e
tte

r u
s
e

 fo
r m

y tim
e

 th
a

n
 w

a
d

in
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 

yo
u

r tra
g

ic
 little

 life
."  

H
e

 s
n

o
rte

d
 d

e
ris

ive
ly

 o
n

e
 la

s
t tim

e
 a

n
d

 s
ta

lk
e

d
 o

u
t o

f H
e

rm
i-

o
n

e
's

 ro
o

m
. 

W
h

e
n

 h
e

 re
tu

rn
e

d
 th

e
 n

e
xt d

a
y
, H

e
rm

io
n

e
 h

a
d

 b
a

re
ly

 m
o

ve
d

. 

H
e

 
s
ta

re
d

 
a

t 
h

e
r 

fo
r 

s
e

ve
ra

l 
m

in
u

te
s
. 

S
h

e
 

d
id

n
't 

lo
o

k
 

u
p

 
o

r 

a
c
k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 h

im
. 

"B
e

d
," h

e
 fin

a
lly

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
e

d
. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 s
to

o
d

 w
ith

o
u

t a
 w

o
rd

 a
n

d
 s

e
a

te
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf o
n

 th
e

 

e
d

g
e

 o
f b

e
d

. S
h

e
 s

ta
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t th
e

 flo
o

r. H
e

 d
id

n
't n

e
e

d
 h

e
r e

ye
s
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 m
o

m
e

n
t o

f p
a

u
s
e

 b
e

fo
re

 h
e

 fo
rc

e
d

 h
is

 w
a

y in
to

 

h
e

r m
in

d
. 

H
e

 s
p

e
n

t m
o

s
t o

f h
is

 tim
e

 e
xa

m
in

in
g

 h
e

r m
e

m
o

ry o
f S

n
a

p
e

. 

H
e

 b
a

re
ly s

k
im

m
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 h
e

r re
c
e

n
t m

e
m

o
rie

s
. W

h
e

n
 h

e
 c

a
u

g
h

t 

u
p

 to
 th

e
 p

re
s
e

n
t, h

e
 w

ith
d

re
w

 a
n

d
 le

ft w
ith

o
u

t a
 w

o
rd

. 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 fe
lt—

d
e

a
d

. If s
h

e
'd

 lo
o

k
e

d
 in

 th
e

 m
irro

r a
n

d
 fo

u
n

d
 

th
a

t s
h

e
 w

a
s
 g

h
o

s
t s

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 b

a
re

ly
 b

e
e

n
 s

u
rp

ris
e

d
. 

C
o

ld
 n

o
th

in
g

. 

T
h

a
t w

a
s
 a

ll s
h

e
 fe

lt. 

S
h

e
 la

y
 in

 b
e

d
 a

n
d

 m
o

u
th

e
d

 a
p

o
lo

g
ie

s
 to

 h
e

r frie
n

d
s
 fo

r fa
ilin

g
 

th
e

m
 a

ll. 

W
h

e
n

 
S

tro
u

d
 

a
rrive

d
 

s
ix 

d
a

ys
 

la
te

r, 
H

e
rm

io
n

e
 

w
o

rd
le

s
s
ly 

c
ro

s
s
e

d
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 s

e
a

te
d

 h
e

rs
e

lf o
n

 th
e

 e
d

g
e

 o
f th

e
 e

xa
m

 ta
-

b
le

; m
e

c
h

a
n

ic
a

lly
 o

p
e

n
in

g
 h

e
r m

o
u

th
 fo

r th
e

 ve
rita

s
e

ru
m

. 

"Y
o

u
're

 lo
o

k
in

g
 ra

th
e

r g
re

y
," S

tro
u

d
 s

a
id

, h
e

r m
o

u
th

 q
u

irk
in

g
 

fa
in

tly a
s
 s

h
e

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 h

e
r. "H

o
w

 d
id

 th
e

 c
o

n
c
e

p
tio

n
 e

ffe
c
ts

 g
o

 th
is

 

m
o

n
th

?
" 

"I d
o

n
't k

n
o

w
. Is

n
't th

a
t w

h
y
 yo

u
're

 h
e

re
?
" H

e
rm

io
n

e
 s

a
id

 in
 a

 

b
itte

r vo
ic

e
, s

ta
rin

g
 d

o
w

n
 a

t h
e

r la
p

 a
n

d
 ro

llin
g

 th
e

 fa
b

ric
 o

f h
e

r 

ro
b

e
s
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 h

e
r fin

g
e

rs
. 

S
tro

u
d

 g
a

ve
 a

 c
o

ld
 la

u
g

h
. "C

le
ve

r." 
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fig
h

te
rs

. E
ve

n
 G

in
n

y re
a

lis
e

d
 th

a
t. W

h
e

n
 C

re
e

ve
y d

ie
d

, th
e

y g
a

ve
 

P
o

tte
r d

a
ys

 to
 g

rie
ve

 ju
s
t b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 h
e

 s
a

w
 it. Y

o
u

 w
e

re
 th

e
 o

n
e

 w
h

o
 

trie
d

 to
 s

a
ve

 th
e

 b
o

y
, a

n
d

 w
h

a
t w

a
s
 it yo

u
 g

o
t?

 F
o

u
r h

o
u

rs
 a

n
d

 yo
u

 

w
e

re
 e

xp
e

c
te

d
 b

a
c
k

 o
n

 s
h

ift a
g

a
in

?
" 

"T
h

a
t's

—
th

a
t's

 
n

o
t—

h
o

w
—

it—
w

a
s
." 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

's
 

h
a

n
d

s
 

w
e

re
 

c
le

n
c
h

e
d

 in
to

 fis
ts

 s
o

 tig
h

t th
e

 b
o

n
e

s
 h

u
rt. 

"T
h

a
t–

is
 e

xa
c
tly

 h
o

w
 it w

a
s
. Y

o
u

 m
a

y
 d

e
lu

d
e

 yo
u

rs
e

lf, b
u

t I've
 

s
p

e
n

t s
o

 m
a

n
y
 h

o
u

rs
 in

s
id

e
 yo

u
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
 I p

ro
b

a
b

ly k
n

o
w

 th
e

m
 

b
e

tte
r th

a
n

 m
y o

w
n

. Y
o

u
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e

 d
o

n
e

 a
n

yth
in

g
 fo

r yo
u

r frie
n

d
s
; 

yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 m
a

d
e

 a
ll th

e
 h

a
rd

 c
h

o
ic

e
s
 a

n
d

 p
a

id
 th

e
 p

ric
e

 w
ith

-

o
u

t c
o

m
p

la
in

t; w
h

o
re

d
 y

o
u

rs
e

lf fo
r th

e
 w

a
r e

ffo
rt. B

u
t d

o
 te

ll m
e

, 

b
e

c
a

u
s
e

 I'm
 s

in
c
e

re
ly c

u
rio

u
s
, w

h
a

t d
id

 P
o

tte
r e

ve
r d

o
 fo

r yo
u

 to
 

d
e

s
e

rve
 it?

" 

S
h

e
 g

la
re

d
 u

p
 a

t h
im

. "H
a

rry w
a

s
 m

y
 frie

n
d

. H
e

 w
a

s
 m

y b
e

s
t 

frie
n

d
." 

M
a

lfo
y s

n
e

e
re

d
. "S

o
?

" 

H
e

rm
io

n
e

 lo
o

k
e

d
 a

w
a

y a
n

d
 d

re
w

 a
 s

h
u

d
d

e
rin

g
 b

re
a

th
. "I n

e
ve

r 

h
a

d
 a

n
y
 frie

n
d

s
—

w
h

e
n

 I w
a

s
 g

ro
w

in
g

 u
p

. I w
a

s
 to

o
 o

d
d

, to
o

 b
o

o
k

-

is
h

. I w
a

n
te

d
 th

e
m

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 a
n

y
th

in
g

, b
u

t n
o

 o
n

e
 e

ve
r w

a
n

te
d

 to
 

b
e

 
m

y 
frie

n
d

. 
W

h
e

n
 

I 
fo

u
n

d
 

o
u

t 
a

b
o

u
t 

H
o

g
w

a
rts

, 
I 

th
o

u
g

h
t—

I 

th
o

u
g

h
t it w

o
u

ld
 a

ll b
e

 d
iffe

re
n

t, th
a

t b
e

in
g

 a
 w

itc
h

 w
a

s
 w

h
y
 I'd

 

n
e

ve
r fit in

. B
u

t—
w

h
e

n
 I g

o
t th

e
re

–
I w

a
s
 s

till o
d

d
 a

n
d

 b
o

o
k

is
h

 a
n

d
 

n
o

 o
n

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 to
 d

o
 w

ith
 m

e
. H

a
rry

—
H

a
rry w

a
s
 th

e
 firs

t 

p
e

rs
o

n
 w

h
o

 le
t m

e
 b

e
 h

is
 frie

n
d

. I w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 d

o
n

e
 a

n
yth

in
g

 fo
r 

h
im

." S
h

e
 g

a
v
e

 a
 d

ry s
o

b
 u

n
d

e
r h

e
r b

re
a
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